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The Department of the. Environment for Northern Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred by sections 26. 27 and 189 of the Road Traffic Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1970(a) and now vested in itCb). hereby makes the follow­
ing Regulations: 

. Citation and commencement 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation 
on 31st December 1976. 

Revocation 
2. The Regulations specified in Schedule 1 are hereby revoked. 

Interpretation 
3.-(1} In these Regulations-
"the Act" means the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970 as amended 

by the Road Traffic (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 1973(c);. 
"agricultural trailer" means a trailer the property of a person engaged in 

agriculture which is not used on a road for the conveyance of any 
goods or burden other than agricultural produce or articles required 
for the purposes of agriculture; . 

"articulated vehicle" means a heavy motor car or a motor car with a 
trailer so attached to the drawing vehicle that part of the trailer is 
superimposed upon the drawing vehicle. and when the trailer is 
uniformly loaded not less than 20 per cent. of the weight of its load is 
borne by the drawing vehicle; , 

"braking. efficiency" in relation tn the application of brakes to a motor 
vehicle at any time, means the maxi~um bralting force capable of 
being developed by the application of those brakes. expressed as a. 
percentage of the weight of the vehicle including any persons (not 
being fare paying or other travelling passengers) or lo~d carried .in the 
vehicle at that time; 

(a) 1970 c; 2 (N.l.) 
(b) S.R. & O. ,(N.I.) 1973 No. 504 Article 5(b) (U, p. 2992) 
(c) S.l. 1973/1229 (N.l. 17) 
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"close-coupled" in relation to a trailer m~ans·that the wheels on the same 
side of the trailer are so fitted that· at all times while it is in motion 
they remain parallel to the longitudinal axis of the trailer, and that 
the distance between the centres of their respective areas of contact 
with the road surface does not exceed 840 millimetres; 

"direction indicator" means a device fitted to a motor vehicle or trailer 
for the purpose of intimating the intention of the driver to change the 
. direction of the vehicle to the right or to the . left; 

"dual-purp.ose vehicle" means a vehicle constructed or adapted for the 
carriage both of passengers and of goods or burden of any descriptiqn, 
being a vehiCle of which the unladen weight does not ex~eed 2040 
kilograms, and which either-
(i) is so constructed or adapted that the dri~ing power of the engine .is, 

or by the appropriate use of the controls of the vehicle can. be, 
transmitted to all the wheels of the vehicle, or 

, (ii) satisfies the following cqnditions as to construction, namely:-'-
(a) the vehicle must be permanently fitted with a rigid roof, with 

or without a sliqing panel; 
Cb) the area of the vehicle to the rear of the driver's seat must-

(i) be. permanently· 1itted with at least one row of transverse 
seats (fixed pr folding) for two or more passengers and those 
seats must be properly sprung or cushioned~md provided· 
with upholstered back-rests, attached either to the seats or 
to a side or the floor of the vehicle; and 

(ii) be lit on each side and at the rear by a window or windows 
of glass or other transparent material" having an area or 
aggregl:!-te area of not less than 1850 square centimetres on 
each side and not .less than 770 squar.e centimetres at the 
rear; . 

(c) the distance between the rearmost part of the steering wheel 
and the back-rests of the row of transverse seats satisfying the 
requirements specified in sub-paragraph (b)(i) {or. if there is 
more than one such row of seats, the distance between the ·rear­
most part of the steering wheel and the· back-rests of the rear­
most such row) must; when the seats are ready for use; be not 
less than one-third of the distance between ·the rearmost part of 
the steering wheel and the rearmost part of the floor of the 
vehicle; 

"engineering plant" means-'+-
(a). moveable plant or equipment being a motor vehicle or trailer 

specially designed. and Gonstructed for the special purposes. of 
engineering operations, and which cannot, owing to the require­
ments of those purposes, comply in all respects with the reql,lire­
ments of these Regulations and which is notconstr~cted primarily 
to carry a load other than a load being either excavated materials 
raised . from the gro-qnd by apparatus on the motor vehicle or 
trailer pr materials whic!). the vehicle or trailer· is specially designed 
to treat while carried thereon, or 

(b) a mobile crane which does not comply in. all respects with the 
requirements of t4ese Regulations; 

"exhaust brake" means a device with Which a vehiCle is fitted as a means 
of using cylinder pressure or exhaust back pressure so as to provide 
for the vehicle a retarding force greater than would ordinarilY.result 
for a vehicle not so fitted; · 
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"indivisible load" means a load which cannot without undue expense or 
risk of damage be divided into two or more loads for the purpose of 
conveyance on a road; 

"industrial tractor" means a tractor, not being a land tractor, which­
(a) has an unladen weight not exceeding 7370 kilograms; 
(b) is designed and used primarily for work off roads, or for work on 

roads in connection only with road construction or maintenance 
(including any such tractor when fitted with an implement or 
implements designed primarily for use in connection with such 
work, whether or not any such implement is of itself designed to 
carry a load); and 

(c) is so constructed as to be incapable of exceeding a speed of 20 
miles per hour on the level under its own power; 

"land implement" means any implement or machinery used with a land 
locomotive or a land tractor in contiection with agriculture, grass cut­
ting, forestry, land levelling, dredging or similar operations whether or 
not it is laden with substance for use in connection with the purpose 
for which the said implement or machinery is designed and includes 
a living van and any trailer which for the time being carries only the 
necessary gear or equipment of the land locomotive or land tractor 
which draws it; 

"land implement conveyor" means a trailer having an unladen weight not 
exceeding 510 kilograms, which is specially designed and constructed 
for the conveyance of not more than one land implement and which is 
marked with its unladen weight, has each of its wheels fitted with a 
pneumatic "tyre and is drawn by a land locomotive or a land tractor; 

"land locomotive" means a locomotive designed and used primarily for 
work on the land in connection with agriculture, forestry, land level­
ling, dredging or similar operations, which is driven on a road only 
when proceeding to and from the site of such work and which when so 
driven hauls nothing other than land implements or land implement 
conveyors; 

"land tractor" means a tractor, having an unladen weight not exceeding-
7370 kilograms, designed and used primarily for work on the land in 
connection with agriculture, grass cutting, forestry, land levelling. 
dredging or si~ilar operations, which is-
(a) the property of a person engaged in agriculture or forestry or of a 

contractor engaged in the business of carrying out on farms or 
forestry estates any such operations as aforesaid; and 

(b) not constructed or adapted for the conveyance of a load other 
than-
(i) water, fuel, accumulators and other equipment used for the pur­

pose of propulsion, loose tools and loose equipment; 
(ii) a load consisting of goods or burden of a description referred 

to in paragraph 7(3) of Schedule 4 to the Vehicles (Excise) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1972(d) in or on any appliance which 
satisfies the conditions whereby the vehicle to which the said 
appliance is fitted does not, by virtue of the said paragraph 7 
and of any regulations made from time to time under paragraph 
8 of the said Schedule 4, become chargeable with duty as a 
goods vehicle; and 

(~) 1972 c. 10 {N.I.) 
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(Hi) an implement fitted to the tractor and used for work on the land 
on farllls or forestry estates in connection with any such opera-
tions as aforesaid; . . 

"locomotive" means a heavy locomotive or a light locomotive; 
"multi-pull means of operation", in relation to a bqrking system, means a 

device which causes the muscular energy of the driver to apply the 
brakes of that system progressively as a result of successive applica­
tions of that device by the driver; 

"overall length" ·means the length of a vehicle measured between vertical 
planes at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and pass­
ing through the extreme projecting points. thereof exclusive of-,,-
(a) any driving mirror; 
(b) any starting handle; . 
(c) any hood when down; 
(d) any expanding or extensible contrivance forming part of a turn-

table fire escape fixed to a vehicle; 
(e) any telescopic fog lamp when extended; 
(f) any snoW-plough fixed in front of a vehicle; 
(g) any post office letter box the length of which measured parallel to 
. the longitudinal axis of the vehicle does not exceed 305 millimetres; 

and 
(h) any container specially designed to hold and keep secure a seal 

issued for the purposes. of custom's clearance, 
and, except for the purposes of regulation 123, exclusive of any front 
corner marker lamp or side marker lamp within the meaning of the 
Road Vehicles Lighting Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1969(e) 
carried on the vehicle in accordance with those Regulations. 

In ascertaining the extreme projecting points of a vehicle account shall be 
taken of any device or any receptacle on or attached to the vehicle which 
increases the carrying capacity of the vehicle unless-

(i) it is a tailboard which is let down while the vehicle is stationary in 
order to facilitate its loading or unloading, 

(ii) it is a tailboard which is let down in order to facilitate the carriage 
of, but which is not essential for the support of loads which are in 
themselves so long as to extend at least as far as the tailboard when 
in the upright position, or 

(Hi) it is a receptacle which is constructed or adapted for the purpose of 
being lifted on or off vehicles with goods or burden contained 
therein and is from time to time actually used for that purpose in 
the ordinary course of business; 

"overall width" means the width of a vehicle measured between vertical 
planes parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and passing 
through the extreme projecting points thereof exclusive of-
(a) any driving mirror; 
(b) any direction indicator; 
(c) any snow-plough .fixed in front of the vehicle; 
(d) so much of the distortion of any tyre as is caused 'by the weight of 

the vehicle; 

(e) S.R. & o. (N.I.) 1969 No. 214 (p. 839) 
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(e) in the case of vehicles registered befote 2nd January 1939, so w-uch 
of a swivelling window designed to allow the driver to give. hand 
signals as projects when opened . not 'more than 105 mjilimetres 
beyond the side of the vehicle; and 

(f) any container specially designed to hold andk;~ep SeCure a· seal 
issued for the purposes of custom's cl~~rance; . 

and, except for . the purposes of regulation 123, exclusive of any such 
front corner marker lamp or side marker lamp as aforesaid. 

In ascertaining the extreme projecting points of a vehicle account shall be 
taken. of any device or any receptacle on or attached to the vehicle which 
increases the carrying. capacity of the vehicle .unless---' 

(i) it is a sideboard which is let down while the vehiCle is stationary in 
order to facilitate its 10aeJing 01," unloading, or . 

Cii} it is a receptacle which is constructed or adapted for the purpose 
of being lifted on or off vehicles with goods or burden contained . 
. therein and is from time to time actually used for that purpose in 
the ordinary course of business; 

"overhang" means the distancen;teasured hQrizbntally and parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of a vehicle between two vertical planes 1:\.t right 
angles to that axis passing through the two points respectively specified 
in paragraphs Ca) and Cb), 
(a) the rearmost point of the vehicle exclusive of­

(i) any hood when down; 
(ii) any post office letter box the length of which llleasured parallel 

to the longitudinal axis of the. vehicle does. not exceed' 305 
millimetres; '. . 

(Hi) any etpanding or extensible contrivance forming part of a turn-
table f4"e escape fixed to a vehiCle; and . 

(iv) in the case of a motor car constructed solely fol," the carriage of 
passengers and their effects and adapted to carry not . mOre ili.an 
seven. passengers exclusive of th~ .. driver, ~my luggage carrier 
fitted to the vehicle; and ." '. . 

(b)(i) in the case of a motor vehjcle having not mote than thl:ee axles 
of which only one is not a steering axle, through tl;1e ceiit:r;e poiIit 
of that axle; . 

CH) in the case of a motor vehicle having three ~es of which the 
front axle is the only steering axle and ofa motor vehicle having 
four axles of which the two foremost are tIie only steering axles, 
through a point 110 millimetres in tear of the centre of a straight 
line Joining the centre points of the two reapnost axles; and 

(Hi) in any other case through a point situated on the longitudinal 
axis of the vehicle and such that a line drawn from it at tight 
angles to that axis will pass through the centre Of the minimum' 
turning circle of the vehicle; 

"passenger vehicle" means a vehi.c1e constructed solely for the carriage of 
·passengers an,d their effects; . . 

"pedestrian controlled vehiCle" .means a motor vehjcle which iscont:r;olled 
by a pedestrian and not constructed or adapted for use ·or used for the 

. carriage of a driver or passenger; . 
"pneumatic tyre" means a tyre which coIllplies in all respects with the 

following requirements.:.-
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Ca) it shall ·be provided with, or tpgether with the wheel upon Whi~h it 
is mounted shall form, a continuous closed chamber inflated to a 
pressure . substantially exceeding atmospheric pressure' when the 
tyre is hl theco~dition in. whicb: it is normally useq, bilt is not 
subjected to :any load;. . 

(b) it shall be capable of being inflated and . deflated without removal 
~om the wheel <;>r vehicle; 

Cc) jt. shall be such that, when it is deflated and IS sUbjected to a~orma] 
load, the sides ·of the tyre collapse; .. . . 

"recut pneumatic tyre" mearis any . pneumatic tyre in which an 'existing 
tread pattern has been cut or burnt deeper. or' a new tread pattern has 
been cut ,or burnt except where the pattern is cut entirely in additional 
material adqed to the tyre for the purpose; 

"registered" means-
Ca) in the case' of a vehicle which was registered at any time under the 

Roads Act 1920(£), the date on which it was first so regIstered; and 
(b) in 'the case of any other vehicle, the date on which it WaS first regis­

tereq. under the Vehicles (Excise) Act (Northern . Ireland) 1954(g), 
the' Vehicles (Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 1972, the Vehicles 
(Excise) Act 1949(h), or the Vehicles (Excise) Act .1962(0, or the 
Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971(j); 

"rigid vehicle" means a motor vehicle which is not constructed or adapted 
to. form part of an articulated vehicle; '. 

"safety glass" means glass so constructed or treated that if fractured it 
does not fly into fragments likely to cause severe cuts; 

"split braking system" in relation to a motor vehicle, means a braking 
system sq designed and C"onstructed that- . 
Ca) it comprises two independent sections of mechanism capable of 

. d~eloping braking force such that, excluding the means of opera­
tion, a faj1ure of any part (other than a fixed member ora brake 
shoe anchor pin) of one of the said sections shall not cause a 
decrease in the braking force capable of being developed by the 
other se,ction; . . 

(b) the said two sections are operated by a means of operation which 
is common to both sections; 

Cc) the braking efficiency of either the said two sections can be readily 
checked;· . , 

"stored energyl' in relation to a braking system of .a vehicle1 means energy 
(other than the mu~cular energy of the driver or· the mechanical energy 
of a spring) stored in a reservoir for the' purpose of applying the brakes 
under the' control of the driver, 'either directly or asa supplement to 
his muscular energy; . 

"straddle carrier" means a motor vehicle .constructed· to straddle and lift its 
load for the purpose of transportation; 

"towing implement" means ~my device on wheels designed for the purpose 
. of enabli~g a motor vehicle tci draw a~other vehicle by the attach­

ment of that device to that other vehic;le in such a manner that part 
of that other vehicle is secured to and either rests on or is suspended 
from the device .and some but not all of the wheels on which that other 

. vehicle normally runs. are rais~d off the ground;. 

(f) 1920 c. 72 (h) 1949 c.89 (j) 1971c. 10 
(g) 1954 c. 17 (N.I~) (i) 1962 c. 13 

50A 
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"track laying" in relation to a vehicle means that the vehicle is so designed 
and constructed that the weight thereof is transmitted to the road 
surface either by means of continuous tracks or by a combination of 
wheels and continuous tracks in such circumstances that the weight 
transmitted to the road surface by the tracks is not less than half the 
weight of the vehicle; 

"two-tone horn" means an instrument or apparatus which, when operated, 
automatically produces a sound which alternates at regular intervals 
between two fixed notes; 

"vehicle in the service of a visiting force or of a headquarters" ha$ ·the 
same meaning as in article 8(6) of the Visiting Forces and Interna-
tional Headquarters (Application of Law) Order 1965(k); . 

"wheel" in the case of a motor vehicle or trailer means a wheel the tyre 
or rim of which when the vehicle is in motion on a road is in contact 
with the ground; 

"wheeled" in relation to a vehicle means that the whole weight of the 
vehicle is transmitted to the road surface by means of wheels; 

"wide tyre" means a pneumatic tyre as respects which its area of contact 
with the road surface is not less than 300 millimetres in width when 
measured at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; 

"works trailer" means a trailer designed for use in private premises and 
lJsed on a road only in delivering goods from or to such premises. to or 
from a vehicle on a road in the immediate neighbOl~rhood, at in pass­
ing from one part of any such premises to another at to other private 
premises in the immediate neighbourhood or in connection with road 
works while at or in the immediate neighbourhood of the site of such 
works; 

"works truck" means a motor vehicle (other than a straddle carrier) 
designed'for use in private premises and used on a road only in deliver­
ing goods from or to such premises to or from a vehicle on a road in the 
immediate neighbourhood, or in passing from one part of any such 
premises to another or to other private premises in the immediate 
neighbourhood or in connection with road works while at or in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the site of such works. 

(2) Fat the purpose of these Regulations, in determining when a motor 
vehicle is first used, the date of such first use shall be taken to be such a date 
as js the earliest of the' undermentioned relevant dates applicable to that 
vehicle:-

(a) in the case of a vehicle registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1954, the Vehicles (Excise) Act·(Northern Ireland) 
1972, the Roads Act 1920, the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1949, the Vehicles 
(Excise) Act 1962 or the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971, the relevant date 
is the date on which it was first so registered; and 

Cb) in each of the following cases:-
(i) in the case of a vehicle which is being or has been used under a 

trade 1,icence as defined in section 16 of the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1972 (otherwise than for the purposes of 
demonstration or testing or of being delivered from premises of the 
manufacturer by whom it was made, or of a distributor of vehicles 
or dealer in vehicles to premises Of a distributor of vehicles, dealer 
in vehicles or purchaser thereof, or to premises of a person obtain­
ing possession thereof under a hiring agreement or hire purchase 
agreement); 

(k) S.1. 1965/1536 (1965 II, p. 4462) 
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(ii) in the case of a vehicl~ belonging, or which has belonged, to the 
Crown whicb: is or was' used or appropriated for use for naval, 

, ... ~litai"y or aitforce ~urposes; . ~\" "0 " " 

C1l1} m the case of a vehicle belongmg, or which has belonged, to a 
visiting fOrce or a headquarters or def~ilce' organisation' to which 
in, each, case .th~ Visiting ,forces and Internatiogal Fleadquarters 
(Application of Law) Order 1965 applies; , , 

(iv) i,ri' the case of a vehicle being a vehicle which has been used on 
roads outside the United Kingdom. and ,which ,has been imported 
into Northern Ireland'and' " " 

(v) in the case of a vehici~" bei}1g a vehicl~ which has been used other­
wise than on roads after being sold or supplied by retail and before 
being registered;, ",',' , ,',' , , ' 

, the 'relevant date is the date of manufacture of the vehicle. ' 
In fiub-s~b-,paragraph (v) "fiold or supplied bY,retail" means $old,or sup­
plied otherWise than to a person, acquiring solely for the purpose of 
refiale or re-supply for a valuable consideration., ' 

(3), Except-where otherwise provided in' these Regulations, a tyre shall not 
be deemed to be of soft or elastiC material unless the said material is either-

(a) continuous round the circumference of the wheel; or ' . 
,Cb) fitted in ,sfections ,so that s,o far as reasonably practicab~e .~6 space is 

left between' the ends ·thereof, .. ....;. ': 
and is of such thickness and' design as to minimise; so raras reasonably 
possible, v~bra~on when the vehicle. is in motion and' so,cot;lstruct~d as to be 
free from any defect which might in any way cause' damag~ to the· surface of 
a road. '.., . . 

(4) Fot the purpose of these R~gula:t,ions a, brake drum shall be de~med to 
form part O.f the wheel and not' of the' braJdng system. ' " ' ' 

(5) Fot the purpose of these Regulations: any two wheels of a motor 
vehicle or trailer shall be regarded as one wheel if the distanc.e. between the 
centres of the areas of contact between such wheels and the road surface is 
less than 460 millimetres. , . " 

(6) :rO.r the purpose of these ReguHltions, other than regulations 80 to 84 
~tnd, Schedule 4,. in, c;oul}ting the ,numb~r .. qf ~~~s of and. in determining.,the 
sum ·of the 'weights transmitted ,to tbe ·rqad surfac~' by-ariy one axle' of a 
vehicle, where the centres of the areas :()f 'contact between all ,the :wheels and 
the road surface can be included, betw.eeJ!. any .. two vertical. planes ,at right 
angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle les~ th~n 1;02, metres apart, those 
wheels shall be'treated as constitutingonenixle~ ;., " ,. ," " , , ; 

", 

Application and exemptions.. . . " 
:4.-(1)- l'hese .Regulations shall aJ?J.lly to wheeled vehicles. only., 
. (2) Regulations 10 to. 12, 14 to '21; 23, '24; 2~Ho 72 and 88' shall not apply 

to vehicles proceeding to' a port for export. . , 
, (3) Regulations 11, 12, 20, 43. 49. 53~ 58; 69. 70 and 72 to 85' shall' apply 

only to ,motor vehicles and trailers used, upon public roads. "" .' . 
(4) Every 'motor vehicle registered 'before the expiration (;f one year from 

We making of any regulation hereof by which the reci'uiremerits as regards 
the construction or weight of any class or description of vehicles are varied 
shall be exempt from the requirements of that regulation for a period of 5, 
years from the making thereof. provided that it comp~ies with the. require­
ments of the regulations to which it w.ould have been 'subj~ct immediately 
prior to the mal9ng of that regulation. . , , .'; .' . · 
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(5) Part 11 of these Regulations, except regulation1) 10, 41, 42, 46, 50, 55, 
63, 66 -and 67, shall not apply to any motor vehicle or trailer at any time 
brought temporarily into Northern Ireland by a person resident abroad, pro­
vided that such motor vehicle or trailer respectively complies in every respect 
with the requirements relating to motor vehicles or trailers contained in:-

(a) Article 21 and paragraph (1) of Article 22 of the Convention on Road 
Traffic concluded at Geneva on 19th September 1949(1) and Part I, 
Part 11 (so far as it relates to direction indicators and stop lights) and 
Part III of Annex 6 to that Convention; or 

(b) paragraphs I, III and VIII of Article 3 ·of-the International Convention 
relative to Motor Traffic concluded at Paris on 24th April 1926(m). 

(6) Part 11 of these Regulations, except regulations 10, 41, 42, 46, 50, 55 
and 63, shall not apply to any motor vehicle -manufactured in the United 
Kingdom which'-

(1) has been purchased by a person who is temporarily in Northern Ireland 
and is or about to be resident abroad and in respect of which--'-
(a) relief from purchase tax has been afforded by virtue of se.ction 23 

of the Purchase Tax Act 1963(n), or . 
(b) there is no liability to pay purchase tax, 
for a period-

(i) in the case at (a), not exceeding one year during which relief 
from purchase tax continues to be afforded in respect of that 
vehicle; and 

(ii) in the case at (b) not exceding one year from the date it' was 
purchased by such a person as a new vehicle from a manu­
facturer of or dealer in mechanically propelled vehicles, 

provided the vehicle complies in every respect with the require­
ments specified in paragraph (5) and contained in the Conventions 
of 1949 and 1926 therein referred to as if the vehicle had been 
brought temporarily into Northern Ireland; or 

(2) has been zero rated under regulation 44 or 45 of the Value Added 
Tax (General) Regulations 1972(0). 

(7) Regulations 10 to 12, 14 to 20, 22 to 30,34, 35, 37 to 85 and 123 shall 
not apply to any vehicle in the service of a visiting force or of a headquarters. 

(8) Part 11 and regulations 72 to 102 and 125 shall not apply to-
(a) a motor vehicle which has been submitted for a test under section 29A 

of the Act while it is being used on a road in connection with the 
carrying out of that test by an inspector; or 

(b) a motor vehicle or trailer which is a goods vehicle or a public service 
vehicle and which is required to be certified under sections 46 'and 54 
of the Act, while it is being used on a road in connection with the 
carrying out of a test or an 'examination by an inspector of vehicles; or 

(c) a motor vehicle or trailer while it is being used on a road in connec­
tion with the carrying out of an examination under sections 29 and 29C 
of the Act by an authorised officer. 

(1) Cmmd. 7997 
(m) Treaty Series, No. 11 (1930) 
(n) 1963 c. 9 
(0) S.I. 1972/1147 (1972 11. p. 3362) 
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. (9) Regula~ions 18, 20, 27(4), 59 aJld 62 shall not apply to any motor car 
orm<;>tor cycle in respect of which a certificate has byen issut;:d by the Qfficer 
in 'Charge of the Natiqnal Cbllt;:ctions of Road Transport, The Science 
Museum, Lo:n.don, SW7 2DD; that it was designed before 1st January 1905. 
anclcOlistructed bt;:fore 31st December 1905,. and'regulation 57(1) to (6), (8) to 
(10) and (12) to (14) shall not apply to any such motor car if it complies with 
the provisions of regulation 57(7) .as though it were a vehicle first regjstered 
under the Motor Car Act 1903(p) before 1st January 1915 and regulatio:n. 
60(1), (2),. (4). and (5) shall not apply to any such motor cycle if it complies with 
the provisions of regulation 60(3) as though it were a motor cycle first regis­
tered uI).der the Motor Car Act 1903 or the Roads. Act 1920 before 1st 
January 1927. 

(10) The provisions of these' Regulations applicable to trailers contained in 
Part II (except regulation 9(2» and regulation 112 shall not apply to any tow­
ing implement which is being drawn by a motor vehicle while it is not attached 
to any vehicle except the one drawing it if the following conditions are satis-' 
fied, that is to say- '. . 

. (i) the towing implement is not being so drawn. during the hours of dark­
ness, and 

(H) the vehicle by which it is being so drawn is not driven at a speed 
exceeding 20 miles ver hour. 

(11) Any reference in these Regulations to a vehicle which is being drawn: 
by a motor vehicle: or to a broken down vebicle shall. include a' reference' 
to any towing implement which is being used for the drawing of any such 
vehicle. 

5.-(1) This regulation applies to a: motor vehiCle or, trailer in respect of 
which-' . 

(a) a. type approval certificate has been issued under regulation 5 of the 
Motor Vehicles (Type Approval) (Nor-them· Itehmd) Regulations 
1973('1) or by the competent authority of any member State other than 
the United Kingdom under a provision of the law' of that State which 
corresponds to the said regulation 5; or 

(b) a certificate of conformity has been issued by the manufacturer of the 
vehicle under regulation 6 of those Regulations or tInder a provision 
of the law of any member State other than the United. Kingdom which 
corresponds .to the said regulation 6. 

(2) Where in the case of any motor vehicle ortraiIer"to which this regu­
latioI). applies the type approva;1.certificate or, as the.case may be, tp.e certifi­
cate of' conformity in question has been issued by reason of the vehicle's 
conforming to the requiremi;:nts ·of a Community Directive specified in column 
1 of the table set out below and the vehicle is first used on or after the' date 
specified opposite to that Directivy in column 2 of the said table, theJl that one 
or more (as the case may be) of these regulations which are specified opposite 
to that Directive in column 3 of the said table shall not apply to that vehicle. 

. . (3) In paragraph (1) "member State" has the same meailhig as in regula~ 
lion 3(1) of the said R,egulationsof 1973. 

(p) 1903 c. 36 . ' . 
. Cq) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973, No. 408 (Il, p. 2357~, 
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TABLE 

The Community Directives to 
whose requirements the vehicle 

must conform 

Council Directive 71 1320 I EEC of 26th 
July 1971(r) (relating to the braking 
devices of certain categories of motor 
vehicles and their trailers). . 

Date on or after 
which the vehicle 

is first 'used 

31st December 
1976 

No. 320 

Regulations from 
which the vehicle 
is then exempted 

13, 14, 45, 48, 52, 
57, ,64 and 68 

Council Directive 70/387 I EEC of 27th 31st December 15 
July 1970(s) (relating to the doors of 1976 
motor vehicles and their trailers). 

Council Directive 74/297/EEC of 4th 31st December 16 
June 1974(t) relating to the interior 1976 
jittings of motor vehicles (the 
behaviour of the steering mechanism in 
the event of an ~mpact). 

Council Directive 70/221 IEEC of 20th 
March 1970(~) (relating to the liquid 
fuel tanks and rear protective devices 
for motor vehicles and their trailers). 

Council Directive 71 I 127/EEC of 1st 
March 1971(v) (relating to the rear­
view mirrors of motor vehiCles). 

Council Directive 70/388/EEC of 27th 
July 1970(w) (relating to the audible 
warning devices for motor vehicles). 

Council Directive 70 1157 I EEC of 6th 
February 1970(x) as amended by 
Commissiori Directive 73/350/EEC of 
7th November 1973(y) (relating to 
the permissible sound level and 
exhaust system of motor vehicles). 

31st December 
1976 

31st December 
1976 

31st December 
1976 

31st December 
1976 

19 

23(3) 

27(3) 

29 

Council Directive 72/245/EEC of 20th 31st December 30 
June 1972(z) (relating to the suppression' 1976 
of radio interference. produced by 
spark-ignition engines fitted to motor 
vehicles). 

(r) O.J. L202, 6.9.71, p. 37 (S.E. 1971 (Ill), p. 746) 
(s) 0.1. L176, 10.8,1970, p. 5 (S.E. 1970 (H), p. 564) 
(t) 0.1. L165, 20.6.1974, p. 16 
(n) 0.1. L76, 6A.1970, p. 23 (S.E. 1970 (I), p. 192) 
(v) O.J. L68, 22.3.1971, p. 1 (S.E. 1971 (I), p. 136) 
(w) O.J. L176, 10.8.1970, p. 12 (S.E. 1970 (H), p.571) 
(x) O.J. L42,"23.2'.1970, p. 16'(S.E. 1970 (I), p. 111)' , 
(y) O.J. L321, 22.11.1973, p. 33 
(z) O.J. L152, 6.7.1972, p. 15 (S.E. 1972 (11), P. 637) 
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TABLE (continued) 

The Community Directives to 
whose requirements the vehicle 

must· conform 

Council Directive 70/220 I EEC of 20th 
March 1970(a) as amended by Council 
Directive 74/290/EEC of 28th May 
1974(b) (relating to the measures to be 
taken against air pollution by gases 
from positive ignition engines of motor 
vehicles). 

Council Directive 72/306/EEC of 2nd 
August 1972(c) relating to the measures 
to be taken against the emission of 
pollutants from diesel engines for use 
in vehicles. 

Date on or after 
which the vehicle 

is first used 

31st Decemb\!r 
1976 

31st December 
1976 

1551 

Regulations from 
which the vehicle 
is then exempted 

34 

35 

6, Any reference it). these Regulations to any Community Directive shall 
be construed as a reference to that Directive as amended by the Act of 
Acce$sion( d). 

7.-(1) In relation to a land tractor which complies with the conditions 
specified in paragraph (3}--

(a) regulations 12, 18, 27 and 50 to 59 shall not apply; ~l.lld 

(b) regulation 72 shall not apply if its· unladen weight does not exceed 
3,050 kilograms. 

(2) Regulations 46 to 49 shall apply in relation to a land tractor which 
is a heavy motor car or motor car as they apply in relation to a land tractor 
which is a motor tractor. 

(3) The conditions referred to in paragraph (1) are that while a land 
tractor is used on a road-

(a) it does not haul any object except-
(i) a land implement which is being hauled to or from the site of 

agricultural, grass cutting, forestry, land levelling, dredging or 
similar operations or from one part of a farm or forestry .estate to 
another part of that farm or forestry estate, 

(ii) a land implement conveyor which is being hauled as aforesaid, or 
(Hi) an agricultural trailer; 

(b) it does not carry any load except any such load as it is constructed or 
adapted to carry; 

(c) if it is a three-wheeled vehicle fitted with a removable appliance, it 
. does not carry any load; . . 

(a) O.J. L76, 6.4.1970, p. 25 (S.E. 1970 (I),. p. 171) 
(b) O.J. Ll59, 5,6.1974, p. 61 
(c) O.J. L190, 20.8.n,p. 1 (S.E. 1972 (Ill), p. 889) 
(d) Cmmd. 4862 11, Annex 1 pp. 120/128 
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(d) if it is a land tractor fitted with a removable appliance in or on which 
any such load as aforesaid could be carried, it does not carry any load 
in or on such appliance unless there is a distance of at least 1.22 metres 
between the centre of the area of contact with the road surface -of­
(i) a rear wheel, in a case where only one appliance is being used for 

the carriage of a load, and is fitted to the back of the vehicle. 
(ii) any wheel on one side of the vehicle, in any other case. 
and that of the nearest wheel on the other side; 

(e) if it is a land tractor carrying a load in or on a .removable appliance 
in conformity with the foregoing conditions, it does not draw a trailer 
and not more than one such appliance is fitted to it at anyone time or, 
in the case where one such appliance is a specified appliance for the 
purposes of paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4 to the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1972, not more than two of such appliances, fitted 
at opposite ends of the land tractor; and 

(f) it is not driven at a speed exceeding 20 miles per hour. 

Provision as respects Trade Descriptions Act 1968 
8. Where by a provision of any of these Regulations any vehicle or any of 

its parts or equipment is required to be marked with a specification number 
or the registered certification trade mark of the British Standards Institution 
or with an approval mark, nothing in that provision shall be taken to authorise 
any person to apply any such number or mark to the vehicle, part or equip­
ment in contravention of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968(e). 

PART 11 
REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONSTRUCTION, WEIGHT. AND EQUIPMENT OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS 

A.-GENERAL 

Construction 
9.-":"(l} Every motor cycle and invalid carriage shall be so constructed that 

it is a wheeled vehicle. 

(2) Save as aforesaid every motor vehicle and trailer shall be so con­
structed that it is either a wheeled vehicle or a track laying vehicle. 

Overall length 
10.-(1) The overall length of an articulated vehicle shall not exceed 15 

metres: 
Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of an articulated 

vehicle constructed and normally used for the conveyance of indivisible loads 
of exceptional length-

(i) if each wheel of the vehicle is fitted with a pneumatic tyre, or 
(ii) if each wheel of the vehicle is not so fitted but the vehicle is not driven 

at a speed exceeding 12 miles per hour. 

(2) The overall length of a public service vehicle or a vehicle which is 
constructed or adapted for use as such a vehicle or a chassis which is con­
structed for such a vehicle shall liot exceed 12 metres. 

(e) 1968 c. 29 
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(3) The overa:l1 length of a motor vehiGleother than one falling within 
either paragraphs (1) 01,' (2) shall not exceed 11 metres, 

Variation of wheel load 
11 •. Every motor v~hicle or trailer withmQre than four wheels and every 

trailer haVing more than two wheels being part of an articulated vehicle shall 
be provided with such compensating arrangements as will ensure that all the. 
w.heels will remain in contact with the road surface and under the most 
adverse conditions will not be subject to abnormal variations' of load: 

Provided that this regulation shall not. apply to any steerable wheel of a 
.motor vehicle if the load on such wheel does not exceed 3,560 kilograms or 
toa toad roller. . 

Springs 
12. Every motor vehicle and every trailer drawn thereby shall be equipped 

with suitable and sufficient springs between each wheel arid the frame ·of the 
vehicle: 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply to : - . 
(a) any motor tractor not exceediIlg 4,070 kil0grams. in weight unladen if 

. each unsprung wheel <;>f the vehicle is. fitted with a pneumatic tyre; 
(b) any land locomotive, land implement, land implement conveyor, 

agricultural trailer or trailer used solely for th~ haulage of felled trees; 
Cc} aJlY motor tractor not exceeding 4,O~0 kilogranis in weight unladen used 

in connection with railway shunting operations which is only used on 
a road w.hen passing from oneportioJ,1 of the railway track to another 
for the purpose of such operations;, 

(d) motor cycles; 
(e) mobile cranes; 

.. (f) works trucks mid works trailers; 
(g) any vehicle not exceeding 4~070 kiiograms in, weight unladen specially 

designed for .aJ,1d mainly used in operations whiCh necessitate working 
on rough ·ground or unmade roads if eacll, wheel of the vehicle is fitted 
with a pneumatic tyre and it is not driven or drawn at a speed exceed­
ing 20 miles per hour; . 

(h) to any vehicle J,1ot exceeding 4;070 kilograms in weight unladen con­
structed or adapted for use· and used solely for road sweeping if each 
whe~l of the vehicle is.fitted with a: pneumatic tyre ot a tyre of soft or 
. elastic material and' if the .vehicle is 110t driven or drawn at a speed 
exceeding 20 nilles per hoUr; . . 

(l) any pedestrian ,controlled vehicle, all the. wheels of which are fitted 
with pneumatic tyres; 

(j) any broken-dOwn vehicle which is being drawn by motor vehicle in 
consequence of the breakdown; or 

(k) road rollers. 

Par!dng brake 
:l3.~1) Save as provided in paragrapp. (3) every motor vehicle first used 

before 1st January 1968 shall be eq'IJipped with a braking system (which may 
be one of the braking systems prescribed in reg:ulations 44~ 45, 48, 52 (other 
than paragraph 2), and 57 (other than paragraph 2), so designed .and con­
structed that it can at all tiiIles be set so as effectually to prevent two at least, 
'or in the case of a vehicle with only three wheels one,. of the wheels from 

. revolving when the vehicle is not being driven or is left unattended~ 
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(2) Save as provided in paragraph (3) every motor vehicle first used on 
or after 1st January 1968 shall be equipped with a braking system so designed 
and constructed that-

(a) its means of operation, whether being a multi-pull means of operl;ttion 
or not, is independent of the means of operation of any braking 
system required by regulation 52(4) or, as the case may be, regulation 
57(4) to have a total braking efficiency of not less than 50 per cent.; 

(b) its braking force. when the vehicle is not being driven or is left 
unattended-
(i) can at all times be maintained in. operation by direct mechl;tnical. 

action without the intervention of any hydraulic, electric or 
pneumatic device; and 

(ii) when so maintained in operation by direct mechanical action, is 
capable of holding the vehicle stationary on a gradient of at least 
1 in 6.25 without the assistance of stored energy. 

(3) Nothing in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply to~ 
(a) a two-wheeled motor cycle with or without a sidecar attached; 
(b) an invalid carriage; or 
(c) a land locomotive first used on or before 1st January 1932~ 

Vacuum or pressure braking systems 
" 14. Every motor vehicle which is equipped with a braking system which 

embodies a vacuum or pressure reservoir or reservoirs shall be provided with 
a warning device so placed as to be readily visible to the driver of the vehicle 
when in the driving seat in order to indicate any impending failure or 
deficiency in the vacuum or pressure system: 

Provided that in the caSe of a vehicle, the unladen weight of which does 
not exceed 3,050 kilograms which is propelled by an internal combustion 
engine and equipped. with a braking systemelIlbodying a vacuum reservoir or 
reservoirs, the vacuum therein being derived directly from the induction 
system of the engine, it shall not be necessary to provide such a warning 
device if, in the event of a failure or deficiency in the vacuum system the 
brakes of that braking system are sufficient under the most adverse conditions 
to bring the vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance. 

Strength or side door latches and hinges 
15.-(1) Except as provided by paragraph (2). this regulation applies to 

every motor ,vehicle first used on or after 31st December 1976; 
(a) which has three or more wheels; and 
(b) which is a passenger or a dual-purpose vehicle. 

(2) This regulation does not apply-
(a) to a two-wheeled motor cycle with a sidecar attached. thereto; 
(b) to a vehicle adapted to carry more than seven passengers in addition 

to the driver; 
(c) to a dual-purpose vehicle which is a dual-purpose vehicle by reailon 

only that it satisfies the requirements in paragraph (i) in the definition 
of "dual-purpose vehicles" in regulation 3(1); 

(d) to a vehicle constructed or assembled by a person not ordinarily 
engaged in the trade or business of manufacturing vehicles of that 
description; or 
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(e) to a vehicle which has. for the entry or exit .of the occupants. no doors 
or only sliding doors; '. '. 

(3) Every vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be legibly and 
idelibly marked in a conspicuous and readily accessible position with the 
marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 2(2) of the Motor 

, Vehicles (Desi~ation of Approval Marks), (No. 2) Regulations 1969(f). 

Protective steering mechanism, 
16.-(1) Except as provided by paragraph (2); thiS reg~ation applie~ to 

every motor v~hiclefirst us~q on or aftei; 31st December 1976; 
(a) which has three or more wheels; and 
(b) which iseither~ 

(i) a passenger or dual-purpo$e vehicle, or 
(ii) a passenger, dual-purpose or goods vehicle which i!; manufactured 

. as a derivative of a passenger or a dual-purpose vehicle. 

(2) This re~lation does not apply~ 
Ca) to a two-wheeled motor cycle with a sidecar attached thereto; 
(b) to a, vehicle adapted to carry more than seven passengers in addition 

to the ,driver; 
(c) toa dU;lI-purp6se vehicle which i!; a dual-purpose vehicle by reason 

only that it satisfies the reqllirementsin paragrap~ (i) in the definition .' 
of '\lua:l-purpose vehicle" in regulation 3(1); 

(d) to a vehicle constructed or assembled by a person not ordinarily 
engaged in the trade or business of manufacturing vehicles of that 
description; 

(e) to ;l vehicle the steering control of which has been specially con­
stnicted for the use of a person suffedng froni some physical defect 
or disability; o,r , 

(f) to a vehicle with forward control, that is to say a configuration in 
whjch wore than half of the engine length is rearward of the foremost 
point of the Windscreen base and in addition the steering wheel hub 
is in the forward quarter of the, vehicle length; 

, , 

(3) Every, vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be legibly and 
indelibly marked in a cqnspicuous and readily accessible position witp, the 
marking designated as ail approvaJ mark 1;>y regulation 2(3) of the Motor 
VehicleS (Designatiol;l of Approval Marks) (No. 2) Regulations, 1969. 

Sell! belts and anchorage points 
17.-(1} Except as provided by paragraph (2) this regulation applies t~ 
(a) every illotor car regiStered on or after 1st Ja:nuary~965;, and 
(b) every three-wheeled motor cycle, the unladen weight of which exceeds 

255 kilograms, first used oD, or after 1st September 1970. 

(2) This regulation does notapply~ 
(a) to a goods vehicle (other than a dual-purpOSe vehicle), being a motor 

car, unless it was manufactured on. or after 1st September 1966, is 
registered on or ,~fter 1st May 1967, and, haS an uIiladen weight not 
exceeding 1.525 kilograins; 

(b) to a three-wheeled motor cycle manufactured before 1st March 1970 
or a two-wheeled ,motorcycle With a sidecar attached thereto; . . ' 

00 S.l. 1969/962 (1969 n,. p. 2847) 
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(c) to a passenger vehicle or a dual-purpose vehicle being in. either case 
a vehicle adapted to carry more than twelve passengers exclusive of the 
driver; 

(d) to a land tractor; 
(e) to a works truck; 
(f) to an electrically propelled goods. vehicle; 
(g) to a pedestrian controlled vehicle; '. 
(h) to a vehicle in respect of which, under section 23 of the Purchase Tax 

Act 1963, any tax has been remitted and has not subsequently become 
payable or which has been zero rated under regulation 44 or 45 of the 
Value Added Tax (General) Regulations 1972; 

(f) to a motor car manufactured before 30th June 1964; or 
(]) to a vehicle which has been used on roads outside Northern Ireland 

and has been imported into Northern Ireland, whilst it is being driven 
after its importation into Northern Ireland on the journey from the 
place where it has arrived in Northern Ireland to a place of residence 
of the owner or driver of the vehicle, and on the journey from any such 
place to a place where, by previous arrangement, the vehicle will be 
provided with such ancho:t:age points and seat belts as will comply with 
the requirements of this regulation. 

(3) Every vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be provided with 
anchorage points designed to hold body-restraining seat belts securely in 
position on the vehicle for-

(a) the driver's seat; and 
(b) the specified passenger's seat (if any): 
Provided that this paragraph shall not apply so as to require anchorage 

points to be provided for any seat which is a seat with integral seat belt 
anchorages. 

(4) Every vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be provided 
with-

(a) a body-restraining seat belt designed for use by an adult for the 
driver's seat; and 

(b) a body-restraining seat belt for the specified passenger's seat (if any): 
Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to a vehicle-
(a) while it is being used under a trade licence within the meaning of the 

Vehicles (Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 1972(g} or the Vehicles 
(Excise) Act 1971(b); or 

(b) while it is being driven from premises of the manufacturer by whom 
it was made. or of a distributor of vehicles or dealer in vehicles-
(i) to premises of a distributor of vehicks, dealer in vehicles or pur­

chaser thereof, or 
(ii) to premises of a person obtaining possession thereof under a hiring 

agreement or hire-purchase agreement. 

(5) Every seat belt provided in pursuance of this regulation shall. if the seat 
for which it is provided is a seat with integral seat belt anchorages, be 
properly secured to the integral seat belt anchorag~ points forming part 
thereof, or, if the seat for which it is provided is not such a seat, be properly 
secured to the structure of the vehicle by the anchorage points provided for it 
under paragraph (3) and to any other anchorage points provided on the seat 
for it. 

(g) .1972 c. 10 (N:!.) (h) 1971 c. 10 
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(6) Subject to paragraph (7), wherease~t bel.t, other than arestrainjng 
device for a young persori or a .seat belt comprising a lap belt and shoulder 
straps, is provided in pursuance of this regulation for a motor car or a motor 
cycle first used on or after 1st April 1973 and in either 9ase manufactured on 
or after ~st. ,October 1972, thefollowmg additional conditions shall apply as 
respects that seat belt- ' 

(a) the belt shall be so arranged that a person can, when sitting in the seat 
for which the belt is provided and with the belt previously adjusted 
to fit him, re:Qlove the belt from the device required by sub-paragr~ph 

'(c) ,and by using one hand, or by taking the 'belt with one hand ati.d 
transferring it from one hand to the other, put the belt on; 

(b) the fastenings by means of which the belt ~s secured on the wearer 
shall be so designed that they can be engaged with a single movement 
of one hand in one direction and released with such a movement in 
onedjrection; , ,. . 

(c) an efficient device, unlikely to 'bec'ome dislodged in normal use, for 
retaining the belt in position when stowed away shaH be provided and 
the centre of this device shall be located not more than 75 millimetres 
behind· a point which is in the same horizontal plane and is positioned 
on the rear side of the door aperture provided for access to the front ' 
seat: ' ,.' 

For the purpose of determining the pO$ition of the aforesaid point the 
door and any .rubber, felt or other soft trimmings or sealing material 
around the door aperture shall be disregarded; 

(d) the said device shall be at a sufficient height from the floor of the 
vehicle to ensure that, so far as is. practicable, any part of the belt that 
would come in contact 'with the clothing of a person wearing the belt . 
in normal circumstances does not lie on the floor when the belt is in 
the stowed position; . . . 

(e) it shall be possible to stowaway the belt for retention on the device 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (c) without employing any manual device 
for adjusting the belt to fit the wearer; and, 

ill the belt, after being put on by the Wearer, shall either adjust auto­
matically to fit him or be such that the said manual device shall be 
convenient to use and capable of being operated with' one hand. 

(7) Paragraph (6) shall not apply to-
(a) a seat belt fitted ·.10 the specified p~ssenger~sseat which is treated as 

such,by virtue ofsl1b-paragraph (9)(b);, or . 
(b) a seat belt fitted to the speCified passenger's seat of a goods vehicle 

which has an unladen. weight of more than 915 kilograms and has more 
th~n one forward facing front seat for a passenger, alongside the 
driver's seat, any such seats for passengers being joined together in a 
single structure. ' 

(8)(a) Every motor car manufactured ,on or after 1st September 1966 and 
registered on or after 1st May 1967 and every three-wheeled ,motor 
cycle manufactured" on or after 1st April 1972 and first used 'on or 
after 1st October 1972 which is provided with seat belt anchorage 
pOints in pursuance of paragr~ph (3) shall be legiblyand,permanentIy 
marked with the specification number of the British Sta:p,da,rd for seat 
belt anchorage points, namely, either B.S. AD 48: 1965 or B.S. AD 48a,: 
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(b) Where in the case of any :motor car to which this regulation applies and 
which was registered on or after 1st May 1967 or in the case of any 
motor cycle to which this regulation applies and which was first used 
on or after 1st October 1972 the driver's seat or the specified passenger's 
seat is a. seat with integral seat belt anchorages, such seat shall be 
legibly and perma:o.ently marked with the specification number of the 
Britisl1 Standard for Seats with Integral Seat Belt Anchorag~s 
followed by the suffix "I", namely, either B.S. AD 140/1: 1967 or 
B.S. AU 140a/1. 

(6) If any seat with integral seat belt anchorages is provided on or after 
1st January 1969 for a motor car to which this regulation applies and 
which was .manufactured on or after 1st September 1966 and regis­
tered on or after 1st May 1967 or is provided on or after 1st June 1972' 
for a motor cycle to which this regulation applies and which was manu­
factured on or after 1st July 1971 and first used on or after 1st June 
1972 the vehicle for which it is so provided shall be legibly and per­
manently marked with the specification number, namely, either 
B.S. AU 140: 1967 or B.S. AD 140a. 

(d) Each seat belt provided for any person in any vehicle to which this 
regulation applies shall be legibly and permanently marked .with the 
specification number of the British Standard for Seat Belt Assemblies 
for .Motor Vehicles namely, either B.S. 3254: 1960 or, except in the 
case of a restraining device for a young person, B.S. AU lQOa and 
with the registeted certification trade mark of the British. Standards 
Institution. 

(9) In this regulation-
"body-restraining seat belt" means a seat belt designed to provide· restraint 

for both the upper and lower parts of the trunk of the wearer in the 
event of an acCident to the vehicle; . 

. "seat belt" means 'a belt mtended to be worn by a person in a vehicle and 
designed to prevent or lessen injury to its wearer in the event of an 
accident to the vehicle and includes, in the case of a restraining device 
for a young person, any special chair to .which the belt is attached; 

"seat with integral seat belt anchorages" means a seat which is fitted with 
. all the anchorage points required for use' in connection with the seat 

belt provided for that seat; and . 
'~&pecified passenger's s.eat" means- . , . 
(a) in the case ofa vehicl~ which has one forward facing fron,t seat along­

side the driver's seat, such seat. and in the case. of a vehicle which has 
. more than one such seat, the one furthest from' the driver's. seat; :or 

(b) if the vehicle normally has no seat which is the specified passenger's 
seat under sub-paragraph (a), .the forward-facing front seat for a 
passenger which is foremost in the vehicle and furthest from the 
driver's seat, unless there is a fixed partition separating such seat from 
the space in front of it alongside the driver's .seat. . 

Speedometer . 
18.-(1) To ev~rymotot vehicle first used on or after 1st Octobe:r 1937, 

there shall be fitted an instruinent so constructed and in such a position as at 
all times readily to .indicate to the driver of the vehicle the speed' thereof 
within a margin of accuracy of plusot minus ten percent. if and when he is 
driving at a speed in excess of 10 miles. per hour: 
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Provided. that this regulation sh~l1 ~ot apply to­
(a) an invalid carriage; 

1559 

(b) a motor cycle. the cylinder capacity of the engine of which does not 
exceed lOOc.c.; 

(c) a motor cycle neither constructed or adapted for use nor used for the 
carriage of a driveI'or passenger; 

(d) a vehicle which it is at all times unlawful to drive at a speed exceeding 
12 miles per hour; 

(e) a vehicle which is incapable by reason of its construction of exceeding 
a speed of 12 miles per hout .on tht;i level under its own p()wer; or 

(j) a works truck 

Construction· of petrol. tank 
, 19. Every motor vehicle first used on or:after 31st December 1976 shall be 

so constructed. that---
Ca) any tank. in, which petroleum-spirit as defined in section 23 of. the 

Petroleum (Consolidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 1929(i) used either 
for the propulsion ()f the vehicle ot for the driving. of any ancillary 
engine orequipnient forming part of the vehicle is contained. is made 
only of metal; 

(b) the said tank is fixed on the vehicle in such a position that it is reason­
ably secure' against its being damaged; and 

(c) the leakage of any liquid or vapour from the said . tank is adequately 
prevented so. however. that nothing in this paragraph shall be taken 
to preclude the tank being fitted with a device which by the intake of 

. air or the emission of vapour relieves changes in ptessure in the tank, 

Diameter of wheels , 
20. All wheels of a motor vehicle and all wheels of a trailer which are 

fitted with tyres other than pneumatic tyres shall have a rim diameter' of not 
leSS than 670 millimetres: 

Provided that this regulation shall' nOt apply to­
(a) any works truck or works trailer; 
(b) any.motor vehicle or trailer designed for use and used solely in'con-

. nection with street cleansing. the collection or, disposal of refuse or 
the ,collection or disposal of the ,contents of gullies or cesspools; . 

(c) any pedestrian controlled vehicle; 
(d) any mobile crane; 
(e) any land iniplement~ 
(j) an,yelectricl;tlly propelled ·goods :vehiele the unladen, weight of which. 

does not exceed 1,270 kilograms; or '" : 
(g) any broken down vehicle which is being drawn by a motor vehicle in 

consequence of the breakdown. . 

Reversing 
21~' Every:t;notor vehicle which exceeds 410 kilograms in weight unladen 

shall be capable of being so worked that it may travel either forwards ()r 
backwards. 

(i) 1929c. 13 (N.!:)' 
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View to the front 
22. Every motor vehicle shall be so designed and constructed that the 

driver thereof while controlling the vehicle can at all times have a full view 
of the road and traffic ahead of the motor vehicle. 

Mirrors 
23.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2)-
(a) the following motor vehicles, that is to say, every passenger vehicle 

adapted to carry more than seven passengers exclusive of the driver 
and every goods vehicle, including every dual~purpose vehicle, but 
excluding locomotives and motor tractors, shall be equipped with at 

"least two mirrors, one of which shall be fitted externally on the off-
side of the vehicle and the other either internally or on the nearside 
externally and the mirrors shall be so constructed and fitted to the 
motor vehicle as to assist the driver, if he so desires, to become aware 
of traffic to the rear and on both sides rearwards; and 

(b) every land tractor shall be equipped with a "mirror fitted externally on 
the off-side of the tractor and so constructed and fitted to the tractor 
as to assist the driver, if he so desires, to become aware of traffic on 
that side rearwards, unless he can easily obtain a clear view of traffic 
to the rear (including traffic to the rear of any trailer being drawn) 
without having any mirror fitted to the tractor; and 

(c) subject to the provisions of sub-paragraphs Ca) and (b) every motor 
vehicle shall be equipped either internally or externally with a mirror 
~o constructed and fitted to the motor vehicle as to assist the driver, if 
he so desires, to become aware of traffic to the rear of the vehicle. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply-
(a) to a two-wheeled motor cycle with or without a sidecar attached; 
(b) to a land locomotive; 
(c) to a motor vehicle when drawing a trailer if a person is carried on the 

trailer in a position which affords an uninterrupted view to the tear 
and such a person is provided with efficient means of communicating 
to the driver the effect of signals given by the drivers of other vehicles 
to the tear thereof; 

(cl) to a works truck if the driver can easily obtain "a clear view of traffic 
to the rear; 

(e) to a pedestrian controlled vehicle; or 
(f) to a road roller. 

(3) In the case of a motor vehicle first used on or after 1st April 1969, the 
edges of any mirror fitted internally to the vehicle to assist any person, if he 
so desires, to become aware of traffic to the rear of the vehicle, shall be 
surrounded by some material such as will render those edges and that material 
unlikely to cause severe cuts "in the event of the mirror or that material being 
struck by any occupant of the vehicle. 

Safety glass 
"24.---(1) In the case of motor vehicles first lisen on or after 1st January 

1959-
(a) being passenger vehicles or dual-purpose vehicles, the glass of wind­

screens and all windows on the outside. 
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(b) being goods vehicles other than dual-purpose vehicles, and loco­
motives and motor tractors, the glass of windscreens and all windows 
in front and .oneither side of the driver's seat, 

shall be safety glass. 

(2) Save as provided in paragraph (1), the glass of windscreens and 
w~ndows facing to the· front on the outsiqe of any motor vehicle, except glass 
fitted to the upper deck of a double-decked vehicle, shall be safety glass. 
For the purposes of this paragraph any windscreen or window at the front of 
the vehicle the inner surface of which is at an angle exceeding 30 degrees to 
the longitudinal axis of the vehicle shall be deemed to face to the front. 

Windscreen wipers 
25.-(1) In the case of a vehicle which is fitted with a windscreen, the 

vehicle shall be fitted with one or more efficient automatic windscreen wipers, 
unless the driver can obtain an adequate view to the front of the vehicle with­
out looking through the windscreen, for example by 9pening the windscreen 
or looking over it. 

(2) The windscreen wipets required by paragraph (1) shall be capable 
of clearing the windscreen so that the driver has an adequate view of the rmid 
in froilt of the near and off sides of the vehicle in addition to an adequate 
view to the fro1,lt of the vehicle. 

Windscreen washers 
26.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) every motor vehicle, which is required 

to be fitted with one or more efficient automatic windscreen wipers by virtue 
of regulation 25 or regulation 46 of the Public Service Vehicles (Construction) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 196O(j), shall be fitted with a windscreen 
washer capable of clearing, in conjunction with those windscreen wipers, the 
area of the windscreen swept by those windscreen wipers of mud or other 
similar deposit. 

(2) This regulation shall not apply to land tractors, vehicles which are 
incapable by reason of their construction of exceeding 20 miles per hour on 
the level under their own power or vehicles being used for the time being as . 
stage carriages or on any journey incidental to such use. 

Audible warning instrument 
27.,--(1) Subject to the provisions of this regulation, every motor vehicle 

shall be fitted with an instrument capable of giving audible and sufficient 
warning of its approach or position. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a pedestrian controlled vehicle, a road 
roller or a works truck. 

(3) The sound emitted by any instrument of the kind described in para­
graph (1) fitted to a motor vehicle, being a motor vehicle first used on or 
after 31st December 1976 shall be continuous and uniform and not strident. 

(4) Excepr as provided in paragraphs (5) and (6) no motor vehicle shall 
be fitted with a gong, bell, siren or two-tone horn. 

(5) The following vehicles may be fitted with a gong, bell, siren or two­
tone horn"':-

(a) ~otor vehicles used for fire brigade? ambulance or police purposes; 

(,j) S.R~ & O. (N.!.) i960 No. 91 (p. 280) 
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(b) motor vehicles owned by a body formed primarily for the purposes of 
fire salvage and used for those or similar purposes.; 

(c) motor vehicles owned by the Department of Agriculture and used from 
time to time fat the purposes of fighting fires; 

(d) motor vehicles owned by the Secretary o~ State for Defence and used 
for the purposes of the disposal of bombs or explosives; 

(e) motor vehicles used for the purposes of the Blood Transfusion Service 
under article 10 of the Health and Personal Social Services (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1972(k); .. 

(j) motor vehicles used by Her Majesty's Coastguard or the Coastguard 
Auxiliary Service to aid persons in danger or vessels in distress. on or 
near the coast 

(6) References in paragraphs (4) and (5) to a gong, bell or siren include 
references to any instrument or apparatus capable of emitting a sound similar 
to that emitted by a gong. bell or siren. 

Silencer . . 
28. Every vehicle propelled by an internal combustion engine shall be 

fitted with a silencer. expansion chamber or other contrivance suitable and 
sufficient for reducing as far as may be reasonable the noise caused by the 
escape of the exhaust gases from the engine. 

Noise 
29.-(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) every motor vehicle first 

used after 31st December 1976 shall be so constructed that, at a time when 
the noise emitted by it is measured under the specified conditions by an 
apparatus of the kind prescribed by paragraph (3), the sound level (A weight­
ing) in decibels indicated by that apparatus in relation to the .said noise so 
measured does not exceed the sound level which appears in Column 2 of 
~chedule.6 as the maximum sound level (A weighting) in decibels permitted 
for the relevant class or description of vehicle shown against that s·ound level 
in Column 1 of that Schedule. . . 

(2) This regulation shall not apply-:-
(a) to a motor vehicle proceeding to a place where. by previous arrange­

ment-
(i) noise emitted ·by it is about to be measured for the purpose of 

ascertaining whether or not that vehicle. complies with this regula­
tion, or 

(ii). the vehicle is about to be mechanically adjusted, modified, or 
equipped for the purpose of securing that it so co~plies; 

(b) to a motor vehicle returning from such a place immediately after the 
noise has been so measured. or the ·vehicle has been so adjusted. modi­
fied or equipped; or 

(c) to a road roller. 

(3) The apparatus prescribed for the purposes of paragraph (1) shall be 
a noise meter-

(k) S.I. 1972/1265 (N.I. 14) 
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(a) whiCh, at the tim~ when it is 'used for those purposes, is in good work­
ing order and complies with the ,requirements laid down by the British 
Standards lnstitution for vehicle noise meters in Part I of the British 
Standard Specification for Sound Level Met~rs published on 7th Sep­
tember 1962 under the number B.S. 3539: 1962, as amended by 
Amendment Slip No. 1 nllmbered AMD22 and published on 1st July 
1968; and 

(b) whiCh has,' not mbre than 12 months before the date of the me~s'ure­
, ment made in 'accordance with the said paragraph (1), undergone all 

the tests for checking calibration applic~ble' in accordance with the 
Appendix to the said British Standard Specification; and 

(c) in respect of which there has been issueq by the National PhysicaJ 
Laboratory, the British Standards Institution or the Secretary of State 
a certificate recording the date on whicl1 as' a result of those tests the 
meter was found to comply with the requirements of clauses 8 and 9 
of the said British Standard Specification. 

(4) In this regulation, "the speCified conditions" means the method of 
measuring the noise emitted by motor vehicles (excluding signalling deviCes) 
which is described by the British Standard MethOd for the Measurement of 
Noise Emitted by Motor Vehicles published on 24th June 1966 under the 
number B.S" 34~5: .1966. ' 

, (5) ,The definition of sound level (A, weigb,ting) in decibels contained in 
clause 2 of the British Standard numbered B.S. 3539: 1962; as amended by 
the said Amendment Slip' No. 1, shall apply for the purposes of this regula-
tion and' Scl1edule 6. . 

Radio int?1:ference 'suppression 
30.-(l) This regulation applies to every motor vehicle first used on 01 

after 31stpeceinber 197<5 which is propelled by a spark .iguition :engine. 

(2) Every motor vehicle to which this regulation, applies sh~ll be legibly 
and indelibly marked in a conspiCuous and readily accessible position with 
the marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 2(1) of the Motor 
Vehicles (Designation of Approval Marks) (No. 2)' Regulations 1969. 

Emission of smoke or vapour 
31. Every motor vehicle shall be so constructed that no avoidable smoke 

ot visible vapour is emitted therefrom. 

32.--.e.(l} This 'reguiati01l: shall apply to every motor vehicle (other than a 
works truck) propelled by ,a, compression ignition engine. 

(2) Whete a motot vehicle is equipped wtth a devite designed to facilitate 
the statting of the engine by causing it to be supplied with excess fuel, the 
deviCe and any apparatus by means of which it is operated shall be fitted 
in such it position, or such other provision'shall be made, as to ensure that the 
dev~ce cannot readily be 'o'petated by a person WWle he is being carried by the 
vehIcle: ' 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply in the case o~ a vehicle fitted 
with such a device as aforesaid if the device is so designed that-

(a) its use after the engine has beeu star1;ed cannot cause the engine to be 
supplied with excess. fuel; or 

Cb) it does not. 9ause any increase in the smoke or visible vapour emitted 
from the. vehicle. . ' 
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33.-(1) This regulation shall apply to every motor vehicle fust used on 
or after the 1st June 1972 and propelled by a spark ignition engine (not being 
a two-stroke engine) other than- . 

(a) a vehicle manufactured before 1st March 1972; 
(b) a two-wheeled motor cycle with or without a sidecar attached; and 
(c) a vehicle to which regulation 34 applies. 
(2) The engine of every motor vehicle shall be equipped with means 

sufficient to ensure that. while the engine is running. any vapours or gases in 
the engine crank case or in any other part of the engine to which vapours or 
gases may pass from the said crank case are prevented. so far as is reasonably 
practicable. from escaping into the atmosphere otherwise than through the 
combustion cbamber of the engine. . 

34.-(1) Except as provided by paragraph (2). this regulation applies to 
every motor vehicle first used or or after 31st December 1976 which, is pro­
pelled by a spark ignition engine. 

(2) This regulation does not .apply to-
(a) a vehicle with less than four wheels. if-

(i) its weight. whether laden or unladen. does not exceed 400 kilo­
grams; or 

(ii) it is not so constructed as to be capable of exceeding a speed of 
30 miles per hour on the level under its own power; or 

(b) a vehicle. the weight of which whether laden or unladen exceeds 3.500 
kilograms. 

(3) Every vehicle to which this regulation applies and which is manu­
factured before 31st December 1976 or first used before 1st April 1977 shall be 
legibly and indelibly marked in a conspicuous and readily accessible 
position-

(i) with the marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 
2(3) of the Motor Vehicles (Designation of Approval Marks) (No. 2) 
Regulations 1972(1). or 

(ii) with the marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 2 
of the Motor Vehicles (Designation of Approval Marks) Regula­
tions 1975(m). 

(4) Every vehicle to which this regulation applies and which is manu­
factured on or after 31st December 1976 and first used on or after 1st April 
1977 shall be legibly and indelibly marked in a conspicuous and readily 
accessible position with the marking designated as an approval mark by regu­
lation 2 of the Motor Vehicles (Designation of Approval Marks) Regulations 
1975. 

Vehicles propelled by a compression ignition engine to meet certain require­
ments as to emission of smoke 
35.-(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph,(3) every motor vehicle 

first used on or after 31st December 1976 which is propelled by a compression 
ignition engine. shall be so constructed that the engine thereof is of a type for 
which there has been issued by a person authorised by the Secretary of State 
for the Environment a type test certificate in accordance with the British 
Standard Specification for the Performance of Diesel Engines for Road 
Vehicles published on the 19th May 1971 under the number BS AU 141a.: 
1971 ~ the said certificate indicating that that type of engine does not. as 
respects the emission of smoke. exceed the acceptable upper limits of exhaust 
gas opacity as laid down in clause 7 of the said Specification. 
(I) S.l. 1969/962 (1969, n, p. 2847) (m) S.l. 1975/635 (1975, l, p. 2274) 
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(2) In the application of ;the prov.is10ns of paragraph (I) W,a.motor vehicle 
which is a land tractor, industrial tractor,. works truck or engJneering plant, 
for the purposes· of the measurements laid down in the said speGification of 
exhaust g~s opacjty ·O'f ,the engJIle of any such vehicleJ leading to the issue of· 
a type test certificate. those mea:SUI'ements shall be made with the engine run­
ning at 80 per cent.of its full load over the speed range from maximum speed 
down to the speed a,t which maximum torque OCCUTS as declared by the· manu­
facturer of the engine for the said purposes .. ' 

(3) This regulation shall not apply to a laIld tractor, land loCCYJ:liotive, 
indqstrial tractor:,' works. truck or epgineering plant which 1s propelled by a 
compre~sion ignition engine having not ~ore than 2 cylinders. 

Emission 'of sparks or grit 
. 36. Every motor vehicle using solid wel shall be fitted with an efficient 
appliance for the purpose of preventing .the emission of sparks or grit, and 
also with a tray·.or shield to prevent ashes and cinders from falling on totbe 
road. 

Closets, urinals, iavatory b.asinsand sinks 
37. No motor vehicle bttrailer shall be equipped with any Closet, urinal, 

lavl;ltocty basin or sink, unJess the following requirements are complied with'--,o 
(a) no vehicle shall ,be equipped with a closet or urinal the contents of 

which can be discharged directly on to a road; and, except in the case 
of a living van, every closet pari 01)." uooaJ1 pan shall empty 'into, a tank 
carried by the vehicle, such tank being efficiently ventia-ated by means· 
of a pipe the outlet of Which is outside the' vehid~; . 

(b) every tank into which a closet pan' or urinal paru empties, and, where 
no such tank is fitted, every closet and udnal, shall contain nOn­
inflammable and non-irritant chemical of such character and in such 
quantity as to. fonn at all times an efficient deodorant and germicide 
in respect of the contents of the tank, closet Of 'u,rinal as the case may 
be; and . 

(c) no lavatory basin or sink-shall QIain i.ntoany closet or urinal or into 
any tanlc into which a Closet or urinal empties. 

Certain vehicles to be equipped with plates 
38.-(1) This regulation applies to:---' 
(a) every heavy motor car and ·nio~o;r car first used. on or after ist January 

1968, not being a passenger vehicle, a dual-purpose vehicle; a land 
traotor, a wOTks truck or a pedestrian controlled vehiole; 

Ch) every locomotive' and motor tractor first used on ot after.31st 
December 1976 not being~ 
(i) a land locomotive; 

(ii) a iaJid traotor; 
(iii) an industrial tractor'; 
(iv) a works :truck; 
(v) engin~ring plant; 
(vi) ~pe4e~.trian cpntroUed vehicle; .imd . 

(c) every trailer manufactured on or after 1st January 1968 Which exceeds 
1,020 kilograms in weight unladen and is ouher than:-
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(i) a trailer not constructed or adapted tbcarry anY Joad;other 'tha,n 
, plant or special appliance or apparatus which is a permanent Or 

essentially permanent fixture,' and not exceeding 2,290 kilograms 
in total weight;, 

(il) a living van not exceeding 2;040 kilograms in weight ·unladenand 
-fitted with pneumatic tyres; 

(ill) a worb trailer; 
(iv) a trailer mentioned in regulation 68(3); or 
(v) a trailer which was manufacturedalld used outside the United 

Kingdom before it was .first used in Northern JIelanq. 

(2) Every vehic::le t6 which' this' regulation applies shaH be equIpped' with 
a plate securely .affixed to the ve4icle in a conspicuous .and readily accessible 
position and the said plate shall contain in the. case of a heavy motor car, 
motor car, locomotive or motor .tractor the particulars required by Part I of 
Schedule 2 and in the ;case of a trailer the partiCulars required by Part n, the 
said particulars being completed in accordance with Part III and the plate 
otherwise complying with the provisions contained in that Part. 

Certain vehicles to satisfy a minimum power to weight tatio 
39.-(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2}-
(a) every heavy motor car and motor car fust use~ on or after 31st 

December 1976 and otherwise falling within regulation 38(I)(a);and 
(b) every locomotive and motor tractor falling within regulation 38(1)(b):. 

which is propelled by a -compression ignition engine, shall be so constructed 
that the npmber indicating the . power of the erigine at item :3 'on the plate 
with which the vehiCle is equipped in accordance with regulation. 38(2) is 
such that it indic::ttes th::tt the engine produces at least 4.4 kilowatts for every 
1,000 kilogram$ ,of the relevant weight. 

In this paragraph "relevant weight" means themaxillHim b;aiJl' weight of 
the vehicle shown at item 8 on the said plate or; if no such'weightis so shown, 
the maximum gross weight of the vehicle shown at item 7 on the said plate. 

40.---.,..(1) Every motor vehicle to \yhi~4 regul~tion 39 applies shall, where 
it is fitted with ancillary equipment desighed for use or likely to be used when 
the vehicle is in motion ona road at a speed in excess of 5 .mile!; .per hour 
and the power absorbed by that equipment is provided by the engine pro­
pelling the vehicle, be so constructed that, when the said ancillary equiPment 
is being used, the power of the engine remaining available.to drive the vehicle 
is at least 4.4 kilowatts for every 1,000 kilograms of the relevant weight. 

(2) For the purposes 'of this regulation "ancillary .equipment" . meaIis 
machinery or apparatus forming part of the vehicle or m01mted theteon, used 
for purposes not connected with the driving of the vehicle 'and "relevant 
weight" has the meaning gi~en in regulation 39. 

B.-LoCOMOTIVES 

Overall width 
41 . . The overall width of a. 'locomotive shall not exceed 2.75 metreS. 

Distribution of weight· 
42~~1) This regulation shall apply to every locomotive, -other tha,n a road 

roller. having not more than four wheels and first used b.efore 1st June 1955. 
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(2) Not more than three quarters of the total weight of a locomotive to 
which this regulation applies shall be transmitted to the road surface by any 
two wheels. 

Tyres 
43.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2) every wheel of a locomotive 

other than a road roller shall be fitted with a pneum<,l.tic tyre or a tyre of soft 
011 elastic material which either-

(a) extends continuously round the circumference of the wheel; or 
(b) is fitted in sections in such manner that-

(i) at no point is any section separated by more than 20 millimetres 
from any adjacent section; and 

(ii) the aggregate extent of all spaces between the sections measured 
along any line taken round the outer surface of the tyre and parallel 
to its edge does not exceed 150 millimetres. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a land locomotive if-
Ka) the tyre of '~'vety steering wheel is smo~th-soled and where the tyre 

touches the surface of the road it is not less than 125 millimetres in 
width; and 

(b) the tyre df every driving wheel is not less than 300 millimetres in 
width and is either-
(i) .smooth-soled, or 

(ii) shod with diagonal cross bars of not less than 76 millimetres in 
width nor more than" 20 millimetres in thickness, extending the full 
breadth of the tyre and so arranged that the space intervening 
between adjacent cross bars is not more than 76 millimetres, or 

(iii) shod with diagonal cross bars of soft or elastic material of not less 
than '60 millimetres in width, extending the full breadth of the tyre 
and so aminged that the space between adjacent cross bars is not 
more than 76 millimetres. ' 

Brakes 
44. Every locomotive first used before the 1st June 1955 shall be equipped 

wit4 an efficient braking system, the brakes of which act upon all the wheels 
of the vehicle other than the steering wheels, and so designed and constructed 
that the application of the bl;'akes will bring the vehicle to rest within a reason­
able distance: ' 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply to a locomotive first used on 
or before 2nd January 1933, if the locomotive is' propelled by steani and the 
engine thereof is capable of being reversed. 

45.-(1) This regulation shall apply to every locomotive first used on or 
after 1st June 1955. 

(2) Every locomotive to which this regulation applies shall be equipped 
)Nith an efficient braking system or efficient braking systems in either case 
having two means of operation, so designeq and constructed that notwith­
standing the failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe 
anchor pin) through or by means of which the force necessary to apply the 
brakes is transmitted, there shall still be available' for application by the 
driver to not less than half the number of the wheels of the vehicle brakes 
sufficient under the most adverse conditions to bring the vehicle to rest within 
a reasonable distance: ' , ' , 
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Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of a road roller, 
if the vehicle is equipped with one braking syst~m with one means of 
operation. 

(3) The application of one means of operation shall not affect or operate 
the pedal or hand lever of the other means of operation. 

(4) No braking system shall be rendered ineffective by the non-rotation of 
the engine. 

(5) All the brakes which are operated by one of the means of operation 
shall be capable of being appIjed by direct mechanical action without the 
intervention of any hydraulic, electric or pneumatic device. 

(6) Where any brake shoe is capable of being applied by more than one 
means of operation, all the wheels of a locomotive to which this regulatio:!J. 
applies shall be fitted with brakes all of which are operated by one of the 
means of operation:· 
Provided that-

(a) where a vehicle has more than six wheels, at least four of which are 
steering wheels, it shall be a sufficient compliance with this paragraph 
if brakes are fitted to all the wheels, other than two steering wheels 
which are situated on opposite sides of the vehicle, and all such brakes 
are operated by one of the means of operation; 

(b) where a vehicle has more than four wheels and the drive is trans­
mitted to all wheels other than the steering wheels without the inter­
position of a differential driving gear or similar mechanism between the 
axles carrying the driving wheels it shall be deemed to be a sufficient 
compliance with this paragraph if one means of operation operates 
the brakes on two driving wheels situated on opposite sides of the 
vehicle and the other means of operation operates brakeS on all the 
other wheels required to be fitted with brakes by this paragraph; and 

(c) where means of operation are provided in addition to those prescribed 
by this regulation s~ch. additional means of operation may be dis­
regarded for the purposes of this paragraph. 

(7) One at least of the means of operation shall be capable of causing 
brakes to be applied directly, and not through the transmission gear, to not 
less than half the number of the wheels of the vehicle: 

Provided that where a locomotive to which this regulation applies has 
more than four wheels and the drive is transmitted to .all wheels other than 
the steering wheels without the interposition of. a differential driving gear 
or similar mechanism between the axles carrying the driving wheels, it shall 
be deemed to be a sufficient compliance with this par~graph if the brakes 
applied by one means of operation act directly on two driving wheels on 
opposite sides of the vehicle and the brakes applied by $e other means ·of 
operation act directly on all other driving wheels. 

(8) For the purpose of this regulation-
(a) not more than one front wheel shall be included in half the number· 

of the wheels of the vehicle for the purposes aforesaid except that this 
provision shall not apply to a locomotive with more than three wheels, 
whether or not any brake shoe .is capable of being applied by more 
than one means of operation, if as respects the fitting .of its wheels with 
brakes and the operation of those brakes the· provisions of paragrapb 
(6) relating to such matters are complied with; and 

(b) every moving shaft to which any part of a braking .system or any 
. means of operation .thereof is connected or by which it is supported 

shall be deemed to be part of that system. 
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47. The, overhang of a motor tractor other than a pedestrian controlled 
vehicle, sh~l not exceed 1.83 metres. . ' 

Brakes 
48.-(1) Every motor tractor shall be equipped with an efficient braking 

system or efficient braking systems in either case.haviIig two means of opera­
tion,so designed, and constructed that, notwithstanding the failure of any part 
(other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor pin) through or by means 
of which the force necessary to apply the brakes is transmitted, there shall 
still be available for application by the driver to not less than half the number 
of the wheels of the vehicle brakes sufficient under the most adverse conditions 
to bring' the· vehicle to rest within a, reason~ble distance: 

. Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of a road roller 
,or a land tractor, uot propelled. by steam, if the vehicle is equipped with one 
braking ~ystem with 011e means of qpenl.tion. 

(2)T11e application of one means of operation shall not affect or operate 
the pedal or hand lever of the other means of operation. , 

(3) In the cas,e of vehicles':first used 'on or after 1st January 1954, no 
braking system shall be rendered ineffective by .the non-rotation of the engine: 

ProVided that this paragraph shall not apply ill the case of any vehicle 
referred to in paragraph (7)(b)., . 

(4) In the case ()fa motor tractor first used on or after 1st January 1954, 
all thebr:;tkes which are operated by one of the means of operation shall be 
capable of being applied by direct mechanical action without the intervention 
of any hydraulic. electric or pneumatic device., 

(5) Where any brake shoe is capable of being applied by more than one 
means of operation, all the wheels of ,the' motor tractor shall be fitted with 
brakes all of which are operated by ,one of the means of operation: 

Provided that where means of operation are provided in 'addition to those 
prescribed by this regulation :such additional means of operation may bedis-
regarded forthe purposes of this paragraph. . 

(6) In the case of a motor tractor first used on or after 1st January 1954, 
other than a,l~d tractor, one at least of the means of operation shall be 
capable of causil;1g brakes to be applied directly and not through, the trans­
mission gear, 'to not less than half the number of the wheels of the vehicle: 

Provided that where a motor tractor has more than four wheels and the 
drive is transmitted to all wheels other than the steering wheels without the 
interposition of a differential driving gear or similar mechanism between the 
axles carrying the driving wheels, it shall be deemed to be a sufficient com­
plian~e with this para~~ph if the brakes app,lied .by one means of operation 
act drrectly on two dnvmg wheels on OppOSIte SIdes of the vehicle. and the 
bra~esapplied by the other means of operation act directly on .all other 
clriving wheels. 

51 
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(7) For the purpose of this regulation- . 
(a) in the case of a motor tractor first used on or after 1st January 1954---,. 

(i) not more than one front wheel shall be included in hair- the number 
. of. the wheels of-.the .:v.ehicle· for-the .purpose·s:·aforesaid except that 
this provision shall not apply to a motor tractor with more than 
three wheels. whether or not any brake shoe is capable of being 
applied' by more than one m.ean~. of operation. if as respects the 
fittiIig onts wheels' with brakes. and the operation of those brakes 
the provisions of paragraph (5) relating 'to such matters are com­
plied with; and 

(ii) every moving ~haft to which any part of a braking system or' any 
means of operation :thereof is connected or by which it is supported 
shall be deemed to be part of that system; and , . 

. (b) in the c~se of a motor tractor propelled, by steam the engine shall be 
deemed to be an efficient braking system with one means of operation 
if the engine is .capable of being reversed and. jn the case of a motor 
tractor first used on or .after 1st January 1954. is incapable of being 
disconnected fr()m any of the c;Iriving wheels of the vehicle. except by 
the sustained effort .of the driver. 

Tyres 
49.-(1) Save as p:t;ovided in paragraph (3) every wheel of a motor tractor 

other than a.: road: roller shall be fitted' with a pneumatic tyre or a tyre of soft 
or elastic material. . . 

. . (2) Recut pneumatic tyres shall not be fitted to any wheel of a :motor 
tractor the weight ·of which· unladen is less than 2.540 kilograms unless the 
rim diameter of the wheel·js 405 millimetres or more~ 

(3) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a land tractor if-
(a) the tyre of every steering wheel is smooth-soled and where ·the tyre 

touches the surface· of the road it is not less than 60 millimetres in 
width; and . --

Cb) the tyre of every driving wheel. i~ the case of vehicies exceeding 3.050 
kilograms in weight unladen. is not less than 150 millimetres.in width 
~md. in the case of vehicles not exceeding .3.050 kilograms in weight 
unladen. is not less than 76' millimetres in Width. and is either-:-
(i) smooth-soled.. . 
(ii) sh<;>d 'with diagonal crossbars ·of not less"than 76 millimetres in 

. width nor more than 20 millimetres in. thickness. extending the full 
breadtlt of the tyre and so arranged that the space between adjacent 
cross bars is not more than 76 millimetres. or . 

. Ciii) shod with diagonal cross bars of soft -or elast.icmat<:lrial o~ not less 
than 60 millimetres in width. t<.xte~ding the·f:ull.bt:eadthbf the·tyre 
and so arranged that the space between adjacent cross.' bars 'is not 
more than 76 millimetres. 



No. 320 

Overall width 

Road Traffic and Vehicles 

D.-=--HEAVY MOTOR CARS - -

1571 

. SO. The overall width of'a heavy motor car shall not exceed 2.5 metres. 

Overhang . . . ' 
51. The overhang of a heavy motor car shall not exc.eed60 per cent. of 

the. 'distanc~ hetween the plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the 
vehicle- which passes through the centre or centres of the front wheel or wheels 
and the foremost vertical plane from which the overhang is to be measured 
as de.fined in regulation 3(1): - - -
Provided that-

(a) in the case of a- vehicle designed for _ use and niainlyused for the pur~ 
_ pose of heating a road or other like surface in the process of construc­

tion, repair or maintenance, no part of the heating plant shall be taken 
into account when calculating the overhang; and . 

(b) tbIs regulation shall not apply in the case of-
(i) a heavy motor car designed for use and used solely in cOll1).ection 

with street cleansing, the collection or disposal of refuse or the 
collection or disposal of the contents of gullies or cesspools, 

(ii) a works tnIck, or . 
(Hi) a heavy motor car designed so that it can dispos~ of its load by 

tipping to the r~ar, if the overhang does not 'exceed 1.1'5 metres. 

Brakes 
52.-(1) Save as proviqed in paragraph (2) every heavy motor car shall be 

equipped either with an. efficient br~king system having two means of opera~ 
tion or with two e1ii.cient· braking systems each having a separate means of 
operation: 

Provided that for the purpqse of this paragraph no account shall be taken 
in the case of a heavy motor car first used on or after 1st Jq.nuary 1968· of a 
multi-pull means of operation, wliess th~t means, at the. first application, 
oper~tes an hydralJ.lic, electric or pneumatic device which calJses brakes to be 
applied sufficient to 4ave a totl:!-l braking efficiency of not l(,(ss than the total 
braking efficiency required by paragraph (4)(b) in relation to brakes as' applied 
by a second independent means ?f·operation. 

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) or (3) shall apply in the case of a heavy 
motor car, if the said vehicle is' eqlJipped with one efficient braking system 
with one means of operatiot:l and .the s.aid system is a split braking;system. 

. . 
_ . (3) Save as .provided in .paragraph (2) the braking system. or' braking 

I>ystemsof every heavy motor car first used after 15th August 1928 shall be 
so designed and constructed that, notwithstanding the failure of any part 
(other than a fixed member or a: brake shoe anchor pin) through or by- meaDs 
of which the force necessary. to . apply the brakes is transmitteq, there. shall 
still be available for applicl:!-tion ~y th~driv~r .to not less t1;tim half the numher 
of the wheels of the vehicle brakes suffiCient under the most adverse conditions 
to bring the vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance. \. ., 

(4) The braking system or 'braking systel)1s ofeyery ~~aVy motor~arfirst . 
used on or after 1st January 1968, which is not a- works truck 'Or a pedestriari 
controlled vehicle. shall- - .. . . . .' 

(a) have brakes acting on all' the wheels of the vehicle which as applied 
.. by one means of oPeration ·have a total braking efficiency of not less 

than 50 per cent.; . 
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(b) except in the case mentioned in sub-paragraph (c), have brakes which 
as applied by a second independent means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of:a: heavy motor car equipped with a split braking system 
in accordance with paragraph (2) have brakes which in the event of a 
failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by the other section 
sufficient to have a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent. 

(5) The braking system or braking systems of. every heavy motor car first 
used after 15th August 1928 and before 1st January 1968 and which is a goods 
vehicle other than a pedestrian controlled vehicle or a works truck and is a 
rigid vehicle with two axles shall-

(a) have brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 45 per cent.; 

(b) except in the case mentioned in sub-paragraph (e),have brakes which 
as applied by.a second ind~pendent means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 20 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of a heavy motor car equipped with a split braking system 
in accordance with paragraph (2), have brakes which in the event of 
a failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by' the other section . 
sufficient to have a total braking efficiency of not less than 20 per cent. 

(6) The bniking'system or braking systems of every·heavy motor car first 
used after 15th August 1928 and before 1st January 1968 and which is a goods 
vehicle other than a pedestrian controlled vehicle or a works truck and is a 
rigid vehicle with more than two axles or is constructed or adapted to form 
part of an articulated vehicle shall-

(a) have brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 40 per cent.; 

(b) except in the case mentioned in sub-paragraph (c), have brakes 
which as applied by a second independent means of operation have a 
total braking efficiency of not less than 15 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of a heavy motor Car equipped with a split braking system 
in accordance with paragraph (2) have brakes which in the event of a 
failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by .the other section 
sufficient to have a total braking efficiency of not less than 15 per cent. 

(7) The braking system or braking systems of every heavy motor car first 
used on or before 15th August 1928 shall be sufficient under the most adverse 
cOl,1ditions to bring the ~ehieIe to rest within a reasonable distanc;e. . 

(8) Paragraphs (1) and (3) shall not apply in the case of a works truck if 
it is equipped with one braking system having one means of operation . 

. (9) The application of one means of operation shall not affect or operate 
the pedal or hand lever of the other means of operation. 

(10) In the case of vehicles first used 'on or after .1st April 1938 no 
braking system shall be rendered ineffective by the non-rot~tion of the engine: 
: Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of any vehicle 
referred to in paragraph (15)(b). . 



No. 320 Road Traffic and Vehicles 1573 

(11) All the brakes' of a heavy motor car which are operated by one means 
of' operation shall be capable of being applied by . direct mechanical action 
without the intervention of any hydraulio; electric or pneumatic device: 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to a heavy motor car which 
satisfies the requirements of regulation 13(2). 

(12) In the case of a heavy motor car first used before 1st January 1968, 
where any brake shoe is capable of being applied by more than one means of 
operation all the wheels of the heavy motor car shall be fitted with brakes all 
of which are operated by one of the means of operation: 

Provided that-
(a) where a heavy motor car has more than six wheels, at least four of 

which are steering wheels, it shall be a sufficient compliance with this 
paragraph if brakes are fitted to all the wheels, other than two steering 
Wheels which are situated on opposite sides of the vehicle, and all such 
brakes are operated by one of the means of operation; 

(b) where a heavy motor car has more than four wheels and the drive is 
transmitted to all wheels, other than the steering wheels without the 
interposition of a differential. driving gear or similar mechanism 
between the. axles carrying the driving wheels, it shall be deemed to be 
a sufficient compliance with this paragraph if one means of operation 
operates the brakes on two driving wheels situated on opposite sides 
of the vehicle and the other means of. operation operates brakes on all 
the other wheels required to be fitted with brakes by -this paragraph; 
and 

(c) where means of operation are provided in addition to those prescribed 
by this regulation such additional means of operation may be dis-
regarded for the purposes of this paragraph. . 

(13) One at least of the means ·of operation shall be capable of causing 
brakes to ·be applied directly, and not through the transmission gear, to not 
less than half the number of the wheels of the vehicle: 

Provided that-
(a) in the case of a heavy motor car having brakes acting on all the wheels 

of the vehicle and capable of being applied by one means of operation, 
any shaft leading from any differential driving gear of an axle to . a 
driving wheel shall be deemed not to .form :part of the transmission 
gear; . . 

(b) where in the ca~e of any other heavy motor car it has more than four 
wheels. and the drive is transmitted to all wheels other than the steering 
wheels without the interposition .of a differential driving gear or similar 
mechanism between the axles carrying the driving wheels, it shall be 

. deemed to be a sufficient compliance with this paragraph if the brakes 
applied by one means of operation act directly on two driving wheels 
'on opposite sides of the vehicle ancI the brakes applied by the other 
means of operation act directly on all other driving wheels. 

(14)' Paragraphs (9) to (13) shall not apply to a heavy motor car first used 
on or before 15th August 1928. 

(15) For the purposes of this regulation­
(a) in the case of any motor vehicle-
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(i) not more than one front wheel shall be included in half the number 
of the wheels of the vehicle for the purposes aforesaid except that 
this provision shall not apply either to a heavy motor car with more 
than three wheels. whether or not any brake shoe is capable of 
being applied by more than one means of operation. if as respects 
the fitting of its wheels with brakes and the operation of those 
brakes the provisions of paragraph (12) relating to such matters 
are complied with. or to a works truck. and 

(ii) every moving shaft to which any part of a braking system or any 
means of operation thereof is connected or by which it is supported 
shall be deemed to be part of that system; and 

(b) in the case of a heavy motor car propelled by steam and not used as a 
public service vehicle the engine shall be deemed to be an efficient 
braking system with one means of operation if the engine is capable of 
being reversed and. in the case of a heavy motor car first used on or 
after 1st January 1927. is incapable of being disconnected from any of 
the driving wheels of the vehicle except by the sustained effort of the 
driver. 

Tyres 
53.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2) every wheel of a heavy motor 

car shall be fitted with a pneumatic tyre. 

(2) In the case of any of the following vehicles every wheel shall be fitted 
with a pneumatic tyre or a tyre of soft or elastic material-

(a) heavy motor cars ~xceeding 4.070 kilograms in weight unladen mainly 
. used in 'operations which necessitate working on rough ground . or 
unmade roads; 

(b) heavy motor cars design~d for use and used solely in connection with 
street cleansing. the collection or disposal of refuse or the collection 
or disposal of the contents of gullies or cesspools; 

(c) turntable fire escapes; . 
(cl) tower wagons; and 
(e) workS trucks; 

Wings 
54. A heavy motor car shall be equipped with wings or other similar_ fit­

tings to catch. so far as practicable. mud or water thrown up by the rotation 
of the wheels. unless adequate protection is afforded by the body of. the 
vehicle: 
Provided thanhis regulation shall not apply-

(a) in relation to the rear wheels of any heavy motor car for the tim~ being 
forming part of an articulated vehicle if the trailer forming the remain­
ing part of the articulated vehicle is used only for. or when empty in 
connection with. the carriage of round timber; 

(b) in the case of a vehicl~ in an. unfinished condition proceeding toa 
works for completion; or 

(c) .in the case of a works truck. 
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56. The overhang of a motor car shall not exceed 60 per cent. of the dis­
tance between the plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle 
which passes through the centre or centres of the fr<;mt wheel or wheels and· 

. the foremost vertical plane from which the overhang is to be measured as 
defined in regulation 3(1): 
Provided that-

(a) in the case of a motor car first used before 1st January 1966 the aver­
hang may be increased by not more than 76 millimetres, if the distance 
between the faremost and rearmost axles does not exceed 2.29 metres; 
and 

(b) this regulation shall not apply in the case of-
(i) a mator car designed for use and used soldy in connectian with 

street cleansing, the collection or disposal of refuse or the collec­
tion Qr disposal of the contents of gullies or cesspaals or as an 
ambulance. . 

(ii) a work$ truck, of 
(Hi) a pedestrian controlled vehicle. 

Brakes 
57.-(1) Sllve as provided in paragraph (2), every motorcar shall be 

equipped either with an efficient braking system having two means of opera­
tion or with two efficient braJdngsystems each having a separate means of 
operation:' . 

Pravided that for the purpose of this paragraph no account shall be taken 
in the case of a matar car :f;irst used on. or afte.r 1st January 1968 9f a multi­
pull means of aperatian, unless that means, at the first applic;:ttian, operates 
an hydraulic, electric or pneumatic device which causes brakes to be applied 
sufficient to have a: total braking efficiency of not less than the tata,l braking 
efficiency required by paragraph (4)(b) in relation to brakes as applied by a 
second independent means of operatian. . 

(2) Nothing in paragraph (l)' or (3) shall apply in the case of a mator car 
if the said vehicle is equipped with ane efficient braking system with ·one 
means of operation and the said system is a split braking system. 

(3) Save as provided in paragraph (2) the braking system or braking 
systems af every motar car shall be sa designed and canstructed that notwith­
standing the failure af any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shae 
anchor pin) thraugh.ar by means of which the force necessary to. apply the 
brake~ is transmitted there shall still be available for application by the driver 
to not less than half the number of wheels of the vehicle brakes sufficient 
under the most adverse canditians to. bring the vehicle to rest within a teas.on­
able distance: 

Provided that in the event -of such failure as aforesaid it shall nat be 
necessary for brakes to. be available for application by the driver-

Ca) in the caseaf a motor car first used before 1st October '1938, to mare 
than two 'wheels; . . · 
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(b) in the case of a vehicle having less tha!). four wheels. to more than one 
wheel. 

(4) The braking system or braking systems of every motor car first used 
on or after 1st January 1968 and- which is a goods vehicle exceeding 1.525 
kilograms in unladen weight. other than a dual-purpose vehicle. a pedestrian 
controlled vehicle or a works truck. shall-

(a) have brakes acting on all the wheels of the vehicle. which as applied 
by one means of operation have a total braking efficiency of not less 
than 50 per cent.; 

(b) except in the ~ase mentioned in sub-paragraph (c). have brakes which 
as applied by a second independent means 'Of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of a motor car equipped with a split braking system in 
accordance with paragraph (2) have brakes which in the event of a 
failure of any part (other than a fixed member ora brake shoe anchor 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by the other section 
sufficient to ,have a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent. 

(5) The braking system. or praking systems of every motor car first used 
after 1st January 1915 and before 1st January 1968 and which is a goods 
vehicle exceeding 1.525 kilograms in unladen weight other than a dual-purpose 
vehicle. a pedestrian controlled vehicle or a works truck and is a rigid vehicle 
with two axles shall-

(a) have brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 45 per cent.; 

(b) except in the case mentioned in sub-paragraph (c). have brakes which 
as applied by a second independent me~s of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 20 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of a motor car eql:lipped with a split braking system in 
accordance with paragraph (2), have brakes which in the event of a 
failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anch9r 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by the other section 
sufficient to have a total braking efficiency of not le~s than 20 per cent. 

(6) The braking system or braking systems of every motor car first used 
after 1st January 1915 and before 1st January 1968 and which is a goods 
vehicle exceeding 1,525 kilograms in unladen weight other than a dual­
purpose vehicle, a pedestrian controlled vehicle or a works truck and is a 
rigid vehicle with more than two axles or is constructed or adapted to form 
part of an articulated vehicle shall-

(a) have brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 40 per cent.; 

(b) except in the case mentioned in sub-paragraph (c), have brakes which 
as applied by a second independent means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 15 per cent.; 

(c) in the case of a motor car equipped with a split braking system in 
accordance with paragraph (2), have brakes which in the event of a 
failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor 
pin) of one of the independent sections comprised in the split braking 
system are such that there remain brakes applied by the other section 
sufficient to have a total braking efficiency of not less than 15 per cent. 
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.(7)Paragraphs'(1) and (3) sha11 not aPpJy in the case of a motor car fust 
registered ,unde;r the Motor Car Act 1903(n) before 1st January 1915 but~ 

(a) such a ·motorcar shall be equipped with an efficient braking system; 
(b) that system 'shall he SQ desigiled and constructed that brakes shall be 
. available for application by the driver, in the case of a ,vehicle with 

not less than four wheels, to two wheels of the vehicle, and in the case 
of a. vehicle with less than four wheels, to one wheel of the vehicle; and 

(c) the Qrakes required by sub-paragraph (b) to be available for applica-
tion ;shall be brakes sufficient under the most adverse conditions to 
bring the vehicle to rest within a reason.able distance . 

.(8) Paragraphs (1) to (7) shall not apply in the case of a works truck if it 
is equipped with one braking system with one means. 6f operation. 

(9) The application of one l11eans of operation shall not affect or operate 
the pedal or hand lever .of the other mea~s of operation. 

(10) In the case of vehicles first used on or after 1st April 1938, no brak­
ing system sh~ll be rendered ineffective by the non-rotation of the engine: 

Provided that 111is . paragraph shall not apply in the case of any vehicle 
referred to in paragraph (14)(b). 

(11) Allthe·brakes of a motor car which are operateqby one of the means 
of operaJion shall be capable of being' applied by direct mechanical action 
without the intervention.' of any hydraulic, electr:ic or p~eumatic device: 

Provided that this paragraPh shaH not apply to a motQr Gar which satis­
fies the requirements of reg4lation 13(2) . 

. (12) In the case of a motor car first used before 1st January 1968, with 
more than three wheels where any brake shge is capable of being applied by 
more than one means of operation all the wheels shall befitted with brakes 
all of which are operated. by one of the means of operation: 
Provided that-

(a) where' a motor car has. more than six wheels, at least four bf which 
are steering wheels, it shall be a sufficient compliance with this Para­
graph if brakes are fitted to all the wheels; other than two steering 
wheels. whic:h are situated on opposite sides of the ve)iicle,and all such 
brakes are operated by one of the means of operat~on; 

(b) where a motor car has more than four wheels and the drive is trans­
mitted to all wheels other than the steering wheels without the inter­
position of a differential driving gear or similar mechanism between 
the axles carrying the driving wheels, . it shall be deemed to be 
sufficient compliance with this ,paragraph if one means of operation 
operates the brakes ·on two driving wl1eels situated on opposite sides 
of the vehicle and the .dthermeans of operation. operates brakes on all 
the other wheels required to be fitted with brakes by this paragraph; 

(c) wllere means of operation are provided in addition to those prescribed 
by this regulation .such additional means of ,operation may be dis­
regarded for the purposes. of this paragraph; 

(d) this paragraph shall not apply to a pedestrian controlled vehicle not 
, exceeding 410 kilograms in weight unladen; and 

.(n) 1903 c. 36 

51A 
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(e) in the case of a motot car the unladen weight of whic::~,does' uQt exceed 
2,040 kilograms or which is constru,cted ~olely fo:r· the: c::trriag~' ·qf 
passengers and their effects and adapted to carry. not more than seven 
passengers exclusive of the driver, it shall be deemed "to be a sufficient 
compliance with this paragraph if one means of operation operates 
brakes fitted to all but two -of the wheels and, as respects e~ch of those 
two wheels, operates a brake on the shaft leading thereto and no gear­
ing is interposed between the brake and the wheel. 

(13) One at least of the means of operation shall be capable of causing 
brakes to be applied directly and'not through the transmission gear to,not less 
than half the number of the wheels of the vehicle: 
Provided that-

(a) in the case of a motor car having brakes acting on all the wheels of the 
vehicle and capable of being applied by one means of operation" any 
shaft leading from any differential driving gear of an axle to a driving 
wheel shall be deemed not to form part of the transmission gear; . , 

(b) in tlie 'case of a motor car having more than four wheels, and first used 
before 1st October 1938, it shall be deemed to be sufficient compliance 

, with this paragraph if. one of the means 'of operation applies brakes 
directly and not through the transmission gear to not less than two, of 
the wheels of the vehicle; and, 

(c) where a motor car has more than four wheels and the drive is trans­
mitted to all wheels other than the steering wheels without the inter­
position of a differential driving gear or similar mechanism between the 
axles carrying the driving wheels, it shall be deemed to be a sufficient 
compliance with this paragraph if the brakes applied by, one means 

, of operation act, directly on two driving wheels on opposite sides of 
the vehicle and the brakes applied by the other means ,of operation act 
directly on all otherdii:ving wheels. . 

(14) For the purpose ,of this regulation- , 
(a) in the case of a motor car first used on or after 1st Ootober 1938-

(i) not more than 'one front wheel shall be included in half the' number 
of the, wheels of the vehicle for the purposes aforesaid: 
Provided that this provision shall not apply ...... 
(1) to a motor car the unladen weight of which does not exceed 

1,020 kilograms, ' , 
(2) to a motor car which isa passenger vehicle constructed or 

adapted to carry not more than seven passengers exclusive of 
the driver, 

(3) to a works truck, or 
(4) to a motor car with l;l1ore than three wheels, whether or not any 

brake shoe is capable of being applied by more than one means 
of operation, if as respects the fitting of its wheels with brakes 

, and the operation of those brakes the provisions of paragraph 
(12) relating to such matters are complied with, and 

(ii) every moving shaft to which any part of a braking system or any 
means of operation thereof is connected or by which it is supported 
shall be deemed to be part of that system; and " , 

(b) in the case of a motor car propelled by steam and not' used as a public 
service vehicle, the engine shall be deemed to be an efficient braking 
system with one means of operation if the engine is capable of being 
reversed and is incapable of being disconnected from any of the driving 
wheels of the vehicle' except by the sustained effort of the driver. 
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Tyres 
58.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (3). every wheel of a motorcar 

other than a pedestrian controlled vehicle shall be fitted with a pneumatic tyre. 

(2) Recut pneumatic tyres shall not'be fitted to any wheel of a motor car 
except- , 

(a) where the motor car is a goods vehicle the weight of which unladen is 
2.540' kilograms or more and the rim diameter of the wheel is 4.05 milli­
metres or more; or 

(b) in the case of an electrically propelled goods vehicle. 

(3) In the case of any of the following descriptions of vehicles every wb,eel 
may. subject to the provisions of paragraph (2). be fitted with a pneumatic 
tyre. or a tyre of soft or elastic material-

(a) motor cars the weight of which unladen does not exceed 1.020 kilo­
grams; 

(b) works trucks; 
(c) motor cars designed for use and used solely in connection with street 

cleansing. the collection or disposal of refuse or the collection or the 
disposal of the contents of gullies or cesspools; and 

(d) electrically propelled goods vehicles the weight of which unladen does 
not exceed 1.270 kilograms. 

Wings 
59. A motor car shall be equipped with wings or other similar fittings to 

catch. so far as practicable. mud or water thrown, up by the rotation of the 
wheels unless adequate protection is afforded by the body of the vehicle: 
Provided that this regulation shall not ap,Ply-

(a) in relation to the rear wheels of any motor car for the time being form­
ing part of an articulated vehicle if the trailer forming the remaining 
part of the articulated vehicle is used only for' or. when empty. in con­

. nection with the carriage of round timber; 
(b) in the case of a vehicle in an unfinished condition proceeding to a 

works for completion; , 
(c) in the case of a works truck; or 
(d) in the case of a pedestrian controlled vehicle. 

F.-MOTOR CYCLES 

Brakes 
60.-(1) Every motor cycle shall be equipped either with' 'an "efficient 

braking system having two means of operation or with two efficient braking 
Systems each having a separate means of operation. 

(2), The braking system or braking systems with which a motor cycle is 
. required to be equipped shall be so designed and constructed that notwith­
standing the failure of any part (other than a fixed member or a brake shoe 
anchor pin) through or by means of which the force necessary to apply the 
brakes is transmitted there shall still be available for application by the driver 

, to at least one wheel of the 'vehicle brakes sufficient under the most adverse 
conditions to bring the vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance. 
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(3) Par~graphs (1) and (2) shall not apply in the case of a motor cycle first 
registered under the Motor Car Act 1903 or the Roads Act 1920(0) before 1st 
January 1927 ·but-

(a) such a motor cycle shall be equipped with an efficient braking system; 
and 

(b) that system shall be so designed and constructed that brakes shall be 
available for application by the driver to at least one wheel of the 
vehicle. 

(4) Paragraphs (1) to (3) shall not apply in the case of a works truck if it 
is equipped with one braking system having one means of operation. 

(5) In the case of a ~otor cycle required to have two means of operating 
brakes, the application of one means of operation shall not affect or operate 
the pedal or hand lever of the other means of operation. 

Tyres 
61.-(1) Every wheel of a motor cycle shall be fitted with a pneumatic 

tyre other than a recut pneumatic tyre: 
Provided that this regulation shall not apply to a works truck or a 

pedestrian controlled vehicle if, in either case, every wheel of the vehicle is 
fitt~d with a tyre of soft or elastic material. 

Wings 
62. Every motor cycle other than a works truck or a pedestrian controlled 

vehicle, shall be equipped with wings or other similar fittings to catCh, so far 
as practicable, mud or water thrown up by the rotation of the wheels. 

G.~INVALID CARRIAGES. 

Width 
63. The overall width of an invalid carriage shall not exceed .2.2 metres. 

Brakes 
64. Every invalid carriage shall be equipped with an efficient braking 

system, the brakes of which act on at least two wheels of the vehicle, so 
designed and constructed that the application of the brakes shall bl'ing the 
vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance. 

Wings 
65. Every invalid carriage shall be equipped with wings, Or other simiiar 

fittings to catch, so far as practicable, mud or water thrown up by the rotation 
of the wheels . 

. :(0) 1920 c. 7~ 
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Overall length . 
. 66.-'-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2), the overall length ofa trailer 

shall not exceed 7 metres : 
Provided that tb.e said maximum length may be I? metres in the case of 

a trailer wb,ich~ 
(a) has not less than 4 wheels and where the distance between the centres 

cif the respective area!'; of contact with the road of the. foremost and the 
rearmost wheels on the same side of the trailer is not less than three-
fifths of its overali length; and . . . . 

(b) is drawn by a motor vehicle having an unladen weight of 2;030 kilo­
grams or more. 

(2) This regulation shall not apply-
(a) to a trailer constructed and normally used for the conveyance of 

indivisible loads of exceptional length; 
(b) to a.land implement; 
(c) to a trailer forming part of an articulated vehicle; 
(d) to any broken down vehicle which is being drawn by a motor vehicle 

in consequence of the breakdown; 
.<e) to a ,trailer which is a trolley 'vehiCle in course of construction or 

delivery; or , 
(f) to any trailer which is drying or'miXing plant designeci for the produc-

. tion of asphalt or of bituminous: or tat pJ.acadam arid used mainly for 
-the construction, tepair or maintenance of roads. or which is a road 
planing machine used: as aforesaid if, it;!: any such case, the overall 
length of the trailer together with that of the inotor vehiCle by which 
. it is drawn does not exceed rS.3 metres; 

(3) For the purposes of this regulation,. the overall length of a trailer shall. 
be treated as excluding any part of the trailer designed primarily for use as a 
means of attaching it to another vehicle and any fitting designed for use in 
connection with any such part. 

Overa,ll width 
67.":'--'(1) Save 'as provided in paragraph (3) the overall width of a trailer 

shall not exceed 2.3 metres:' 
Provided that the s<1id width may be 2.5 metres in the 'case of a trailer in 

relation to which tbe cQnditions mentioned in paragraph (2) are complied 
with. ' .. 

(2) The conditions referred to: in paragraph (1) are that~ 
(a) every wheel of tlie trailer is fitte9.- with a pneumatic tyre: 
(p) the trailer is drawn by a locomotive, ,a motor tractor or a heavy motor 

car or, where. the traile.r forms part of an articulated vehicle .the other 
part of which,is a motorcar~ the motor car exceeds 2,030 kilograms in 
weight unladen; . 

(c) every wheel of the 'vehicle (not being aJocomotive) by which the trailer 
is drawn 'is fitted with a pneumatic. tyre; and . 
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(d) the outermost part of the trailer comprised in its overall width and on 
either side of the trailer does not extend more than 305 millimetres 
outwards beyond the outerm,ost part comprised in the ovenlll width of, 
the vehicle. by which it is being drawn- on the same side. when the 
longitudinal axis of that vehicle and the longitudinal axis cif the trailer 
lie in parallel vertical planes. -

(3) This regulation shall not apply toa land implement. to a trailer which 
is a trolley vehicle in course of construction or delivery or to a broken down 
vehicle which is being drawn by a motor vehicle in consequence of the break­
down. 

Brakes 
68.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (3) every trailer manufactured 

before the 1st January 1968 and every agricultural trailer whenever manu­
factured which in either case exceeds 102 kilograms in weight unladen shall 
be equipped with an efficient braking system the brakes of which are capable 
of being applied when it is being drawn-

(a) to at last two wheels in the case of a trailer having not more than four 
wheels; 

(b) to at least .four wheels in the case of a trailer having more than four 
wheels; and 

(c) in the case of n:ailers manufactured after 1st April 1938. to at least 
half the number of wheels of the trailer. 
and so constructed that-
(i) the brakes can be applied either by the driver of the drawing 

vehicle or by some other person on such vehicle or the trailer. 
(ii) in the case of a trailer forming part of an articulated vehicle and 

being permanently attached to the drawing vehicle. the brakes are 
capable of being set so as effectively to prevent two at least of the 
wheels from revolving when the trailer is not being drawn. and 

(Hi) in the case of any other trailer. the brakes are capable of being set 
so as effectively to prevent two ,at least of the wheels from revolving 
when the trailer. whether it is attached to the drawing vehicle or 
not. is not being drawn: 

Provided that the provisions of item (i) shall not apply in the case of a 
trailer if the brakes of the trailer automatically come into operation on the 
overrun of the trailer. 

In this paragraph the expression "permanently attached" means that the 
trailer can only be detached from the drawing vehicle by an operation 
involving the use of facilities which are normally found only in a workshop. 

(2) Save as provided in paragraph (3). every trailer manufactured on or 
after 1st January 196~. except an agricultura~ trailer. ~nd which exceeds 102 
kilograms in weight unladen shall be equipped with an efficient braking system 
so designed and constructed that-

(a) when the trailer is being drawn. the brakes of that braking system are 
capable of being applied to all the wheels of the trailer by the driver 
of the drawing vehicle using the means of operation applying those of 
the brakes of the drawing vehicle which were designed and con­
structed to have the highest braking efficiency of any of the brake~ of 
any braking system with which the drawing vehicle is equipped; 
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.cb) when the trailer is being drawn, in the event of a failure bf any: part 
. (other than. a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor pin) of the braking 

system' with which the drawingvehicIe is equipped (excluding the 
means of operation of a split braldng system) or of nny part (other than 

. as :aforesaid). of the braking .system with which the trailer is' equipped, 

. brak~s shall stiIJ be capa,ble. of being' applied to at least 'two wheels-of 
the trailer or, in the case of a two "wheeled trailer; to one wheel in the' 
manner'indicated in the l~st pre~eding sub-paragraph .or by the dJ;iver 
using any oth~r' mea,ns of .operation of a braking syst~m with which· 

. the drawing .vehicle is. by these Regulations required to be equipped;' . 
. (c) when 'the traiier' is stationary~.· .' . 

(i) the brakes of that systemca:Q. also be applied to at least two wheels 
Q'f the trailer and released by a person standing on the. gr~mnd by a 
means of operation fitted to the trailer; . 

(ii) the braking force' of that sygtemcan, when applied in the manner 
indicated in sl!b-paragraph (a) or (c)(i), at all times be maintained 
. in operation by direct mechanical action withQut the intervention 
of any hydraulic, electric' or pneumatic deviCe; a,nd 

(iii) such braking force, when so applied and So maintained In opera­
tion by direct mecha,nical· action,. is capable of holding the trailer 
stationary on a gradient of at least 1 in 6.25 without the assistance 
of stored energy: '.. .... . . 

. "Provided that the ,provisions of'sub-panigraphs (a) and (b) shall'not apply 
in . the': case of a trailer if the brakes of the trailera~tomaticalIy .. come into 
o~eration on the overrun of the trailer. . 

(3) P~r~graphs (1) ~nd (2)~hall notapply~ 
." (a) to any l~t'nd. impl~mentor land implement conveyor drawn by a motor 

vehicle; . 
(b) to any trailer designed for use and useq for street ;cleansing which 

. does·. not carry any load other th;m its :p.eceSsary gear and equipment; 
(c)fo any broken down vehicle which is being drawn by a .. motor vehicle 

in consequence. of the ·b.reak~own; 
(d) to any agricultural trailer manufactured before 1st July 1947 when 

drawn by' a motor tractor or a land tractor which is not a motor 
tractor if-'-
'(i) its laden weight do~s not exceed 4,070 kilograms, . 
(ii) it is the only trailer so drawn,' and 

. (ill) it is not drawn at a speedexceeding.10 miles per hour. 

(4) In the case of trail~rs manufact~red on or after 1st' April. 1938, the 
braking system shall be so constructed that it is not rendered ineffectiv~ by 
the 'non-rotation of the engine of the drawing vehicle. 

Tyres' . 
.69. Subject to th~ provisions ofregU:lation 70, every wheel of .a trailer 

when the trailer is being drawn on a. road shall be fitted wi.th a pneumatic 
tyre or a tyre of soft orelastic materia,l : 
Provided th~t this regrilationshall not apply' to~ 

(a) any land implementor agricultural trailer; 
(b) any trailer manufactured before 15th January 1931 which is specially 

.- .... de'signed and used for the conveyance of furniture and other similar 
household effects; or . ' 
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(c) any trailer used for the purpose of carrying water for a road roller 
which is being used in connection with the construction, maintenance 
or repair of roads. 

70.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (3), every wheel of a trailer manu­
factured after 1st January 1933 when drawn by a heavy motor car or motor 
car shall be fitted with a pneumatic tyre. 

(2) Save as provided in paragraph (3), where trailers of the following 
descriptions manufactured after 1st January 1933 are drawn by a heavy motor 
car or motor car every wheel of such trailers shall be fitted with a pneumatic 
tyre, other than a recut pneumatic tyre-

(a) a trailer which does not exceed 1,020 kilograms in weight unladen; 
(b) a trailer which is not constructed or adapted to carry any load other 

than plant or other special appliance or apparatus which is a per­
manent or essentially permanent fixture and which does not exceed 
2,290 kilograms in total weight; or 

(c) a trailer which is a living van which does not exceed 2,040 kilograms 
in weight unladen. 

(3) Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not apply to any trailer­
(a) which isa works trailer; 
(b) which is designed for use and used sole~y in connection with street 

cleansing, the collection or disposal of refuse or the collection or dis- ' 
posal of the contents of gullies or cesspools; 

(c) when drawn by a heavy motor car every wheel of which is not required 
to be fitted with a pneumatic tyre; 

(d) when used for the purpose of carrying water for a road roller which 
is being used in connection with the construction, maintenance or 
repair of roads; 

(e) which is land implement or an agricultural trailer drawn by a land 
tractor; or 

(f) which is a broken down vehicle and is being drawn by a motor vehicle 
in consequence of the breakdown. 

Wings 
71. The rear wheels of every trailer, or in the case of a two-wheeled trailer 

both its wheels, shall be equipped with wings or other similar fittings to catch, 
so far as practicable, mud or water thrown up by the rotation of the wheels, 
unless adequate protection is afforded by the body of the trailer: 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply to trailers in an unfinished 
condition proceeding to a works for completion, land implements, land imple­
ment conveyors, living vans, watercarts, trailers used only for: or when empty 
in connection with, the carriage of round timber, trailer pumps used for fire 
brigade purposes, trailers drawn by a vehicle the maximum speed of which is 
restricted by virtue of the provisions of the Motor Vehicles (Maximum Speed) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(p) to 12 miles per hour or less or any 
broken down vehicle which is being drawn in consequence of the breakdown. 

(P) S.R. & o. (N.I.) 1973 No. 222 {I, p. 1120) 
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PART III 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE ON ROADS OF MOTOR VEffiCI:.ES 
. AND TRAILERS 

Markings on locomotives, tractors and heavy motor car~ 
72. The owner of 'a locomotive., motor tractor, or heaVy motor car shall 

cause the unladen weight of the vehicle to be p~intedor otherwise plainly 
marked upon some conspicuous place on the side of the vehicle,: ' 

Provided that this regulation. shall not apply to·~ heavy motor car which 
is not registered. '. 

Laden weight of locomotive 
73.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2) the 'laden weight of a loco­

motive shall not exceec;l 20.830 kilograms. 

(2) The laden weight of a 10,comotive which is equipped with suitable and 
sufficient springs between each Wheel and the frame of the vehicle and every 
wheel of which is fitted, with a pneumatic tyre or a tyre of soft or elastic 
material shall not exceed-

(a) iI1 the case of a vehicle v/ith less than six: wheels. 22,360 ,kilograms; 
(b) in the case of a vehicle with six wheels. 26,420 kilograms; or 
(c) in the case oia vehicle with more than six wheels. 30,490 kilograms. 

(3) The total weight transmitted to the road Slli'face by any two wheels of 
a locomotive in line transversely shaH not exceed 11.180 kilograms:, 

, Provided that this paragraph shall not apply toa road roller or to a 
vehicle with not mote than four wheels first used before 1st June 1955 .. 

Weight of trailers drawn by a locomotive 
74. The maximum total weight of all trailers. Whether wheeled or track­

laying and whether laden or unladen. drawn by a locomot~ve whether wheeled 
or track-laying shall not exceed 40.650 kilograms. ' 

Laden weight of heavy motor car or 111.otor car, being a public service vehicle 
75."'-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2). in, the: case of a hea;yy motor 

car or motor car which is a public service 'vehicle the total weight transmitted 
to the road surface by any two wheels in line transversely .shalL not exceed 
9.150kilogra.ms and the sum of the weights so transmitted by all. the wheels 
shall not exceed 14,230 kilograms. ' 

(2) In the case of a heaVy motor car or motor car having brakes which· as 
applied by one means bf operation have a total hraking effi,ciency of not less 
than 50 percent. and which as applied by .a second incJependent means of 
operation or as applied on. a failure in the case of a split braking systelllhave 
a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent. the following pro-
visions shall' apply- . 

(a) the total weight transmitted to tb.eroad smface by any two :wheels in 
lille transversely may amount to but shall :p.ot 'exceed 10.170 kHograms. 
if each such wheel is fitted with.either two pneumatic tyres having the 
centres of their areas of contact with the road surface not less than 300 
miilimetres apart and measured at right angles to.ihe longitudinal axis. 
of the vehicIeor with ,a wide tyre; and : 
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(b) the sum of the weights transmitted to' the road surface by all the wheels 
of the vehicle may amount to but not exceed, where the distance 

. :between the rr6nt and rear axles is at least 3.25 metres·:but.less. than 
3.65 metres, 15,250 kilograms, and where the distance between the front 
and rear axles is at least 3.65 metres, 16,260 kilograms. . . . 

For the purpose of sub-paragraph (b) the distances between any two axles 
shall be obtained hi the same manner' as is provided in paragraph l' of 
Schedule 3.' ." . 

(3) For the purpose of this regulation the weight transmitted to the road 
surface by a vehicle shall be taken to be the weight so transmitted by the 
vehicle when it is complete and fully equipped for service with' a full suppii 
of water, oil and fuel and loaded with weights of 63.5 kilograms per person 
placed in the correct relative positions for each passenger for whom a 'seat is' 
provided and for the driver and conductor (if carried) and, in the case of a 
public service vehicle in which by or under any enactment more than eight· 
standing passengers may be carried, with additional weights of 63.5 kilograms 
per person for each standing passenger in excess of eight reasonably' dis-
tributed in the space ip. Which any such pl;l.ssenger :may be so carried. ., 

Laden weight of heavy motor car or motor car, not being a public service 
vehicle 
76.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2) in the case of a heavy motor 

car or motor car which is not a public service vehicle, the weight transmitted 
to the road surface by anyone wheel where no other wheel is in the same line 
transversely shall not exceed 4,580 kilograms, the total weight so transmitted 
by any two wheels in line transversely shall not exceed 9,150 kilograms and 
the sum of the weights so transmitted by all the wheels' shall not exceed- . 

(a) in the case of a vehicle with not more than four wheels, 14,230 kilo­
grams; 

(b) in the case of a.vehicle with more than four wheels but not more than 
six wheels, 20,330 kilograms; and . ' .. 

(c) in the case of a vehicle with more than six wheels, 24,390 kilograms; 
so, however, that in relation to a vehicle first used on or after 31st December 
1976 not being a vehicle to which regulation 80 applies and in 'so far as' it· 
is a vehicle to which either of sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) applies; for the 
weight limits of 20,330 kilograms and 24,390 kilograms speCified in those sub­
paragraphs there shall be substituted respectively weight limits of 16,260 kilo-
grams and 18,290 kilograms. . 

(2) In the case of a prior 1968 vehicle, a post 1968 vehicle or a temporarily 
imported vehicle the following provisions shall apply-

(a) the weight transmitted to the road surface by anyone wheel where no 
other wheel is in the same line transversely may amount to but not 
exceed 5,090 kilograms and the total weight so transmitted by any two 
wheels in une transversely may amount to but shall not exceed 10,170 
kilograms, if each such wheel is fitted with either two pneumatic tyres 
having the centres of their areas of contact with the road surface not 
less than 300 millimetres apart measured at right angles to the 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle or with a wide tyre; and . 

(b) if it is fitted with a number of axles specified in column 1 of paragraph 
2 of Schedule 3 as respects which the measurements apply as so speci­
fied, the sum of the weights transmitted to the road. surface by all the 
wheels of the vehicle may amount to but shall ribt exceed the weight 
specified in relation to that vehicle in column 2 of the said paragraph: 
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Provided that the provisions of sub-paragraph (b) shall not apply to a 
motor vehicle when drawing a trailer other than a trailer to which regulation 
77(3) applies. 

(3) For the purpose of this. regulation 
"a prior 1968 vehicle" means a heavy motor car o~ motor car (other than 

a public service vehicle)-
(q) first used before 1st January 1968; . 
(b) equipped with a plate complying with the requirements of regulation 

38(2). whether that paragraph applies to that vehicle or not; and 
(c) having brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a 

total braking efficiency of not less than 50 per cent. and which as 
applied by a second independent means of operation or as applied on 
a failure in the cas~ of a split braking system have a total braking 
efficiency of not less than 25 pet: cent.; 

"a post 1968 vehicle'; means a heavy motor car or motor car (other than 
a public service vehicle) first used on or after 1st January 1968: 

. "a temporarily imported vehicle" means a heavy motor car or motor car 
(other than a public service vehicle) brought temporarily into Northern Ireland 
by a person resident abroad which-

(a) is not registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 
1972(q) or the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971(r); 

(b) complies with the requirements mentioned in regulation 4(5); 
(c) carries a plate securely affixed to it in a conspicuous and readily 

accessible position issued by the competent authority in the ·country 
where it is registered indicating the permissible maximum weight for 
the vehicle in that country; and 

(d) has brakes which as applied by one means of operation have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 50 per cent. and which as applied 
by a second independent means of operation or as applied on a failure 
in the case of a split braking system have a total braking efficiency of 
not less than 25 per cent. 

Laden weight of tt:ailer. . 
77.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (3), the total weight transmitted 

to the road surface by any two wheels of a trailer in line transversely shall 
not exceed 9,150 kilograms. 

(2) Save as provided in paragraph (3), the total laden weight of a trailer 
with less than six wheels and not forming part of an articulated vehicle shall 
not exceed 14.230 kilograms. 

(3) In the caseof--:- . 
(a) a trailer equipped with a plate complying with the requirements of 

regulation 38(2). whether that paragraph applies to that trailer or not; 
or 

(b) a temporarily imported trailer; 
which in either case is drawn by a prior 1968 vehicle. a post 1968 v~hicle or 
a temporarilY impOlted motor vehicle the following provisions shall apply~ 

(q) 1972 c. 10 (N.!.) (I!') 1971 c. 10 
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(i) the weight transmitted to the road surface by any two wheels of the 
trailer in line transversely may amount to, but shall not exceed 
10,170 kilograms, if each wheel is fitted with either two pneumatic 
tyres having the centres of their areas of contact with the road 
surface not less than 300 millimetres apart measured at right angles 
to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle or with a wide tyre, and 

(ii) if it is fitted with a number of axles specified in column 1 of para­
graph 2 of Schedule 3 as respects which the measurements apply 
as so specified, the sum of the weights transmitted to the road 
surface by all the wheels of the trailer may amount to but shall not 
exceed the weight specified in relation to that trailel' in column 2 
of the said paragraph. . 

(4) The total laden weight of a trailer, which has no other brakes than a 
parking brake and brakes which automatically come into operation on the 
overrun of the trailer, shall not exceed 3,560 kilograms. 

(5) For the purpose of this regulation-
"a prior 1968 vehicle" means a motor tractor, heavy motor car or motor 

car~ 

(a) first used before 1st January 1968; 
(b) equipped with a plate complying with the requirements of regulation 

38(2), whether that paragraph applies to the vehicle or not; and 
(c) which, while drawing a trailer mentioned in paragraph (3) has brakes 

which (whether assisted by the brakes on the trailer or not) as applied 
by one means of operation have a total braking efficiency of not less 
than 50 per cent. and as applied by a second independent means of 
operation or as applied on a failure in the case of a split braking 
system have a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent.; 

"a post 1968 vehicle" means a heavy motor car or motor car-
(a) first used on or after 1st January 1968, or a motor tractor first used 

on or after the said date which complies with the requireme,Q.ts of 
regulation 38(2) and regulation 52(4), notwithstanding that those para­
graphs do not apply to the said motor tractor; and 

(b) which in each case while drawing a trailer mentioned in paragraph (3) 
has brakes which (whether assisted by the brakes on the trailer or not) 
as applied by one means of operation have a total braking efficiency of 
not less than 50 per cent. and as applied by a second independent 
means of operation or as applied on a failure in the case of a split 
braking system have a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per 
cent.; 

"a temporarily imported motor vehicle" means a motor tractor, heavy 
motor car or motor car brought temporarily into Northern Ireland by a person 
resident abroad which-

(a) is not registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 
1972 or the Vehicles (Exdse) Act 1971; 

(b) complies with the requirements mentioned in regulation 4(5); 
(c) carries a plate securely affixed to it in a conspicuous and readily 

accessible position issued by the competent authority in the country 
where it is registered indicating the permissible maximum weight for 
the vehicle in that country; and 
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Cd) while drawing a trailer mentioned in paragraph (3) has brakes which 
(whether assisted by the brakes of the trailer or not) fiS applied by QIJ.e 
means of operation have a total braking efficiency of not less than 50 
per cent. and as applied by a secondindepelident means of operation or 
as applied on a ,failure in the case of a split braking system have a total 
braki1i~ efficiency of not less than 25 percent.; 

,"a temporarily imported trailer" means a trailer whenever manufactured 
brought temporarily in Northern'Ireland by a person resident abroad which­

Ca) complies with the requiremel1ts, mentioned in regulation 4(5); and 
(b) carries a plate securely atfixecl to' it in ,a conspicuous and readily 

accessible position issued 1;>y the competent authority in a country out­
side the United Kingdom indicating the permissible maximum w~ight 
for the trailer in that 'co~mtry. . 

Laden weight of vehicle and trailer 
78.-(1) The total laden weight of a 'trailer, whether wheeled or track 

laying together with that of any motor tra<;tor, heavy motor car or motor car 
drawing such trailer, in each Gase whether wheeled or track laying, shall not 
exceed 24,390 kilograms: 

Provided that where the trailer is fitted with POWer assisted brakes which 
can be operated by the driver ,of the drawing vehicle and are not rendered 
ineffective by the non-rotation of the eIJ.gine of the drawing vehicle, the total 
laden weight of the trailer together With that of the drawing vehicle, if the 
drawing vehicle is equipped with a warning device so placed as to be readily 
'visible to the driver when in the driving ,seat in order to indicate an impending 
failure or deficiency in the vacuum or pressure system, may equal but not 
exceed 32,520 kilograms. ' 

(2) This regulation shall not apply to any trailer forming part of an articu-
lated vehicle. ", 

Laden weight of articulated vehicle 
79.-(1) Sfive as provided inpa,ragraph (2), the total laden weight of an: 

articulated vehicle shall notexceed,..-,.. 
(a) if the trailer has less than four wheels, 20,330 kilograms; and 
Cb) if the trailer has four wheels or more, 24;390 kilograms. 
(2) In the, case of an articulated vehicle formed by-
(a), a trailer equipped with a platecomplyirig with'the requireWents of 

regulation ,38(2), whether that paragraph applies to the trailer or not. 
or a temporarily imported trailer; and, , 

(b) a prior 1968 vehicle, a post 1968 vehicle or a temporarily imported 
motor vehicle, 

where the articulated vehicle is fitted with a number, of axles specified in 
column 1 of paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 as respects w~ich the meas1J1'ements 
apply. as so specified, the sum of the weights transmitted to the road surface 
by all the wheels of the articulated vehicle may aiQount tQ but shall not, exceed 
the weight specified in relation to that vehicle in column 2 of the said 
paragraph. " 
, . (3) For the 'purpose of this regulation, "a temporarily imported trailer" 

'has thesaIi;le meaning as in reglilation 77(5) and".a prim 1968 vehicle", "a 
post 1968 vehicle" .and "a. temporarily imported motor vehicle" have the same 
meanings as in the definitions ,of those terms in. that regulation subject, how­
ever, to any references toa motor tractor in those definitions· being omitted. 
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Laden weight of certain vehicles not part of articulated vehicles 
80.-(1) This regulation applies to the following vehicles. namely­
(a) a heavy motor car or motor car-

(i) equipped with a plate complying with the requirements of regula­
tion 38(2); 

(ii) having brakes which as applied by one means of operation b,ave a 
total braking efficiency of not less than 50 per cent. and which as 
applied by a second independent means of operation or as applied 
on a failure in the case of a split braking system have a total 
braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent.; 

(Hi) not forming part of an articulated vehicle; 
(b) a temporarily imported vehicle as defined in regulation 76(3)-

(i) if the plate which it carries indicates a permissible maxim.um 
weight for each axle thereof; 

(ii) not forming part of an articulated vehicle; 
(c) a trailer-

(i) equipped with a plate complying with the requirements of regula­
tion 38(2); 

(ii) drawn by a motor tractor. heavy motor car or motor car which in 
each case whilst drawing the trailer has brakes Which (whether 
assisted by the brakes on the trailer or not) as applied by one 
means of operation have a total braking efficiency of not less than 
50 per cent. and as applied by a second independent means of 
operation or as applied on a failure in the case of a split braking 
system have a total braking efficiency of not less than 25 per cent .• 

(iii) not forming part of an articulated vehicle; 
(d) a tempora~ily imported trailer as ·defined ip regulation 77(5)-

(i) if the plate which it carries indicates a permissible maximum weight 
for each axle thereof; 

(ii) drawn by a motor tractor. heavy motor car or motor car which in 
each case whilst drawing the trailer has brakes which comply with 
the provisions of sub-paragraph (c)(ii); 

(Hi) not forming part of an articulated vehicle. 

(2) Nothing in regulation 76 and regulation 77 (other than paragraph (4» 
shall apply to a vehicle to which this regulation applies. 

(3) In the case of a vehicle to which this regulation applies. the sum of 
the weights transmitted to the road surface by all the wheels of the vehicle 
may. subject to the provisions of regulation 77(4). amount to but shall not 
.exceed such weight as is specified in Part I of Schedule 4 and is relevant to 
the class of vehicle in column 1 of that Part in which it falls: 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall apply so as to require a 
vehicle first used before 31st December 1976 to be used on a road at a weight 
below that at which it could have been used under regulation 76(1)(b) and (c). 

"Laden weight of certain motor vehicles forming part of articulated vehicles 
81.-(1) This regulation applies to-
(a) a heavy motor car or motor car complying with the provisions of regu­

iation 80(1)(a)(i) and (ii) and forming part of an articulated vehicle; 
(b) a temporarily imported vehicle as defined in regulation 76(3) comply­

ing with the provisions of regulation 80(1)(b)(i) and forming part of an 
articulated vehicle.' 
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(2) Nothing in regulation 76 shaH apply to a vehicle to which this regula-
tion applies. ' 

. (3) In the' ca&e of a vehicle to wh.ich this' regul~tion 'applies, the 'sum' of 
the weights transmitted to, the road surface by all the wheels of the vehicle 
may amount to but . shall not exceed such weight as is specified in Part II 
of Schedule 4 and is relevant to the class of"vehicle in, coluirui'l of that Part 
ht' which it falls: . ' , . 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall apply ~o as to require :a 
vehicle first used before 31st December 1976 to be used on 'a road at a weight 

'below that at which it could have been used under regulation 76(1)(b) and (c). 

Laden weight of certain articulated vehicles 
82.-(1) This regulation applies to an articulated vehicle formed by~ 

'(a) a heavy motor car or motor car to which regulatipn 81(1)(a) applies or 
a temporarily imported vehicle as defilied in regulation 81(1)(b); and 

(b) a trailer which-
, (i) is equipped with a plate complying with the requirements ofregu-

, iati6n 38(2); or ", . , ' 
(ii) is a temporarily imported trailer ,as dyflned in regulation 77(5), the 

said heavy motor car or motor car in each case whilst drawing the 
, trailer having brakes which, (whether assisted by the brakes on the 

trailer or not) as applied by one means of operation, have a total 
braking efficiency pf ]lot less than 50 per cent. and as applied by a 
second independent means of operation or as applied on a failure 
in the case of a split braking system have a total braking efficiep.cy 
of not less than 25, per cent. 

, (2) Not4ing in regulation 79 shall apply to an articulated vehicle to which 
this regulation applies. 

, , 

(3) In the case of an articulated vehiCle to which this regulation applies, 
the sum of the weights transmitted to the road surface by all the wheels of the 
vehicle may amount to but shall not exceed the weight specified in column 3 
of Part In of Schedule 4 in relation to the class of vehicle in colul1111 1 of that 
Part and to the ,axle spacing in column 2,of that Part to which it conforms. 

Total weights for certain closely spaced axles etc. 
, ' 83.-(1) This regulation aPplies to-:-

(a) a heavy motor car or motorcar to which regulation 80(1)(a)(i) and (ii) 
or regulation 80(1)(b)(i) applies; and 

(b) a trailer to,which regtilation80(1)(c)(i) and Cii) or regulation 80(1)(d)(i) 
and (iD applies, ' 

whether or not any such heavY mot9rcar or motor car Or trailer forms part 
"of lll1' aIticu1at~d, vehic;le. . ... , ... , ",' , ' 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3l, where two closely spaced axles of 
of a vehicle to, whie<h this regulatiqn applies . are spaced, at such ,distance 
apart as is specified in column 1 of Part 'IV 'of Schedule 4, the .t9tal weight 
transmitted to the road surface by all the wheels of those axles 'may amount 
to but shall not exceed the weight, spec;ifi.e,d ,in Goll,ltnp. 2 of that Part in rela­
tion to those axles at the distance 'specified in the said column J ; 

Provided tliat' nothIng' in: this paragraph' shall' apply so' as to reqUire a 
vehicle first used before 31st December 1976 to be used on a road at a weight 
as respects the wheels of those axles below that at which it could have been 
used under regulation 85. 

\ 
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(3) Where two closely spaced axles of a vehicle to which this regulation 
applies are spaced at such distance apart as is specified in column 1 of the 
said Part IV, the total weight transmitted to the road surface by all the wheels 
of those axles may amount to but shall not exceed the higher permitted weight 
not being greater than the weight shown in column 3 of that Schedule in rela­
tion to those axles at the distance specified in the said column 1. ' 

In this paragraph "higher permitted weight" means the sum of the plated 
weights for each of the axles in question, if neither of those plated weights 
exceeds one half of the weight shown in the said column 3. 

(4) Where the outer axles of three closely spaced axles of a vehicle to 
which this regulation applies are spaced at such distance apart as is specified 
in column 1 of Part V of Schedule 4, the total weight transmitted to the road 
surface by all the wheels of each of those closely spaced axles may amount 
to but shall not exceed the weight shown in column 2 of that Part in relation 

. to the case where the outer axles are at the distance specified in the said 
column 1: 

Provided that nothing in this paragaph shall apply so as to require a 
vehicle first used before 31st December 1976 to be used on a road at a weight 
as respects the wheels of those closely spaced axles below that at which it 
could have been used under regulation 85. 

(5) Where the plated weight of anyone of three adjacent axles of a vehicle 
to which this regulation applies, being a trailer forming part of an articulated 
vehicle, exceeds 7,630 kilograms, the total weight transmitted to the road 
surface by all the wheels of those axles may amount to but shaH not exceed 
such weight as is specified in Part VI of Schedule 4 and is relevant to those 
axles by virtue of the provision made in that Part: 

Provided that nothing. in this paragraph shall apply so as to require a 
vehicle first used before 31st December 1976 to be used on a road at a weight 
as respects the wheels of any of those axles below that at which it could have 
been used under regulation 85. 

(6) In this regulatiQn­
"closely spaced" means-
(a) in the case of two axles they are spaced at a distance apart of 2.5 

metres or less; and . 
(b) in the case of three axles the outermost axles are spaced at a distance 

apart of 3.25 metres or less and no one of those three axles has a plated 
weight more than 7,630 kilograms; 

"plated weight", in relation to an axIe, means the maximum weight in 
Great Britain shown for that axle in the plate complying with the require­
ments of regulation 38(2) or the weight shown for that. axle in the foreign 
plate with which the vehiCle is equipped; 

"foreign plate" means the plate mentioned in regulation 80(1)(b)(i) or 
80(1)(d)(i). 

(7) Nothing in regulation 85 shall apply to a vehicle to wbich this regula-
tion applies. . 

Wheel and axle weights for certain vehicles 
84.-(1) This regulation applies to the same vehicles to which regulation 

83 applies. 
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(2) Save as provided in'paragraphs (3) and (4), in the case of a vehicle to 
w11ich this regl.)lation applies the weight transmitted to the road surface by 
anyone wheel where no other wheel is in the same line transversely shall not 
exceed 4,580 kilograms and the total weight so transmitted by any two wheels 
in line transversely shall not exceed 9.150 kilograms. 

(3) In the case of a vehicle to which this regulation applies, the weight 
transmitted to the road surface by anyone wheel where no other wheel is in 
the same line transversely may amount to but not exceed 5,090 kilograms and 
the total weight so transmitted by any two wheels in line transversely may 
amount to but shall not exceed 10.170 kilograms, if each such wheel is fitted 
with either two pneumatic tyres having the centres of their areas of contact 
with the road surface not less than 300 millimetres apart measured at right 
angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle or with a wide tyre. . 

(4) In the case of a vehicle to which this regulation applies, having more 
than two wheels in line transversely, the total weight transmitted to the road 
surface by those wheels may amount to but shall not exceed 11,180 kilograms, 
so, however, that the total weight so transmitted shall not exceed 10,170 kilo­
grams in the case of the wheels of anyone of two closely spaced axles 
within the meaning of regulation 83(6) or in the case of the wheels of any on,e 
of three adjacent axles mentioned in regulation 83(5)~ 

(5) Nothirigin regulation 85 shall apply to ,a vehicle to which this regula-
tion applies. . 

DiStribution of weight 
85. In the case of a heavy motor car, motor car or trailer, whether laden 

or unladen. the weight transmitted by more than two wheels to any strip of 
the road surface upon which the vehicle rests contained between any two 
parallel liiles drawn on that surface at right angles to the longitudinal axis 
of the vehicle~ 

(a) less than 1.02 metres apart shall not exceed 11,180 kilograms; 
(b) less than 1.22 metres apart but 1.02 metres or . more. apart shall not 

exceed 16,260 kilograms; and 
Cc) less than 2.13 metres apart but 1.22 metres or more apart shall not 

exceed 18,290 kilograms. 

Special provisions as to display of particulars by certain· tr.ailers and drawing 
vehicles 
86.-(1) When- . 
(a) a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer on a.road, which is not a special 

road, in circumstances where the .speed limit prescribed by the Motor 
Vehicles (Maximum Speed) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(s) for 
for the drawing vehicle is 50 miles per hour; or 

Cb) a motor vehicle, having an unladen weight not exceeding 1,525 kilo-
. grams is drawing a trailer on a special road in circumstances where the 
speed limit prescribed by the Motor Vehicles (Speed Limit on Special 
Roads) RegulatioilS (Northern ·Ireland) 1973(t) for the drawing vehicle 
is 50 miles per hour; 

(s) S.R. & O.(N.I.) 1973, No. 222 (I, p. 1120) 
(t) S,R. & O. (N. I.) 1973, No. 223 (1, p. 1128) 
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th~n: appropriate weights shall be displayed as· ·follows-
.- (i) in the case of the. drawing vehicle. Its ketoside weight shall be 

legibly marked in ·a conspicuous and readily accessible position-
(A) inside the vehicle. or . 
(B) outside the vehicle and on its left or near side. and 

(ii) in the case of the trailer being a living van. or being neither a living 
van nor a load carrying trailer. its maximum gross weight shall be 
legibly marked in a conspicuous and readily accessible position on 
the left or near side of. and on the outside of. the trailer. 

(2) The appropriate weights referred to in paragraph (I) may be stated in 
imperial units or in metric units but the same units shall be employed for both 
the drawing vehicle and the trailer. and if metric units are ·employed the 
weights shall be stated in kilograms. 

. (3) No trailer when being drawn on a road in circumstances where the 
speed limit for the drawing vehicle prescribed by the above-mentioned Regu­
lations is less than 50 :q:illes per :b.our shall display the plate referred to in para­
graph 18 of the Schedule to the Motor Vehicles (Maximum Speed) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1973. 

(4) In this regulation-
"kerbside weight" means. in ··relation to a motor vehicle. the weight of the 

vehicle (inclusive of any towing bracket with which it is normally equipped) 
when it carries-

(i) no person thereon. and 
(ii) a full supply of fuel in its tank. an adequate supply of other liquids 

incidental to its propulsion and no load other than the loose tools 
and equipnient with which the: vehiple is normally equipped; 

"maximum gross weight" means. in relation to a trailer. the weight it is 
designed or adapted not to exceed when in use and travelling on a road laden. 

Maintenance and use of vehicle so as not to be a danger 
87.-(1) A motor vehicle. every trailer drawn thereby and all parts a~d 

accessories of such vehicle. and trailer shaH at all times be in such condition. 
and the number of passengers carried by such vehicle or trailer. the manner ~n 
which any passengers are carried in or on such vehicle or trailer. and the 
weight. distribution. packing and adjustment of the load of such vehicle or 
trailer shall at all times be such that no danger is caused or is likelytq be 
caused to any person in or on the vehicle or trailer or on a road. 

(2) The load carried by a motor vehicle or trailer shall at all times be so 
secured or be in such a position that danger is not likely to be. caused to any 
person by reason of the load or any part thereof falling from the vehicle or by 
reason of any other movement of the load or any part thereof in relation to 
the vehicle. 

·(3) No motor vehicle or trailer shall be used. for any purpose for which 
it is so unsuitable as to cause or be likely to cause danger to any.person ip-or 
on the ·vehicle or trailer or on .. a road. 

Maintenance of speedometer 
88. Every instrument for indicating speed fitted in compliance with the 

requirements of regulation 18 shall-
(a) at all material times be maintained in good working order; and 
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(b) be kept free from any obstruction which might ~revent its being 
easily read: 

'Provided that it shall be a good defence to proceedings taken in respect of 
a contravention of paragraph Ca) to prove that- ' 

(i) the defect occurred in the course of the journey during which the 
contravention was detected, or 

(ll) at the time when the contravention was detected steps had already 
been taken to have the defect remedied with all reasonabl~ 
expedition. 

Maintenance of power to weight 1'atio 
89.-(1) On and after 31st December 1976, no person shall use or cause 

or permit to be used any ancillary equipment on a motor vehicle to which 
regulation 39 applies, while the vehicle is in motion on a road at a speed in 
excess of 5 miles per hour, unless the power of the engine remaining available 
to drive the vehicle is at least 4.4 kilowatts for every 1.000 kilograms of the 
relevant weight. 

(2) For the purposes of this regulation "ancillary equipment" means 
machinery or apparatus forming part of the vehicle or mounted thereon~ used 
for purposes not connected with the driving of the vehicle and "relevant 
weight" has the meaning given in regulation 39. ' 

Maintenance of glass 
90. All glass or other transparent material fitted to motor vehicles shall 

be maintained in such condition that it does not obscure the vision of the 
driver while the vehicle is being driven on a road. 

Maintenance of brakes 
91.-(1) Every part of every braking system and 'of the means of opera­

tion thereof fitted to a motor vehicle or trailer shall at all times while the 
vehicle or trailer is used on a road-

(a) be maintained in good and efficient working order and be properly 
adjusted; 

(b) in the case of motor vehicleS to which either regulation 52(4) or 57(4) 
applies. where such a vehicle is not being used while drawing a trailer, 
be so maintained that the brakes forming part of the system comply 
with the requirements as to the efficiency of brakes which are applic­
able to such a vehicle by virtue of the provisions contained in either 
of such paragraphs; 

(c) in the case of motor vehicles to which either regulation 52(5) or (6) or 
57(5) or (6) applies. where such a vehicle is not being used while draw. 
ing a trailer. be so maintained that the brakes forming part of the 
system comply with the requirements as to the efficiency of brakes 
which are applicable to such a vehicle by virtue of'the provisions con­
tained in any of such paragraphs; and 

(d) in the case of motor vehicles or trailers to which regulation 13(2) or, 
as the case may be. regulation 68(2) applies. be so maintained that the 
system complies with the requirements as to its braking force Which 
are applicable to such a vehicle by virtue of regulation 13(2)(b)(ii) or 
by virtue of regulation 68(2)(c)(iii); , 

(e) in the case of motor vehicles or trailers ~o which regulation: 5(1) applies. 
being vehicles to which that regulation applies by virtue of the vehicles' 
conforniing to the requirements of, Council Directive (EEC) No, 
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71/320 of 26th July 1971(u), be so maintained that the braking devices 
forming part of the system comply with the requirements as to the 
performance and characteristics of those devices which are applicable 
thereto by virtue of the requirements of the said Directive. 

(2) Where a motor vehicle to which either regulation 52(4) or 57(4) applies 
is being used while drawing a trailer manufactured on or after 1st January 
1968 (other than a trailer not required by these regulations to be equipped 
with a braking system), whether or not that motor vehicle and trailer together 
form an articulated vehicle, then every part of every braking system with 
which that motor vehicle is equipped and every part of every braking system 
with which the trailer is equipped shall be so maintained that, when the brakes 
of any braking system of that motor vehicle (being a system to which either 
regulation 52(4) or 57(4) applies) are applied by their means of operation and 
the brakes of any braking system of that trailer applied by that same means 
of operation are applied, those brakes together prodUCe the same total braking 
efficiencies as would be required of the brakes of such ~ motor vehicle when 
applied by that means of operation if that motor vehicle were not drawing a 
trailer. 

(3) Where a motor vehicle to which either regulation 52(4) or 57(4) applies, 
being a goods vehicle, is being used while drawing a trailer manufactured 
before 1st January 1968 (other than a trailer not required by these Regula­
tions to be equipped with a braking system), whether or not that motor vehicle 
and trailer together form an articulated vehicle, then every part of every 
braking system with which that motor vehicle is equipped and every part of 
every braking system with which the trailer is equipped shall be so main­
tained that, when the brakes of any braking system of the motor vehicle (being 
a system to which either regulation 52(4) or 57(4) applies) are applied by their 
means of operation they produce (whether assisted by the brakes on the trailer 
or not) the same total braking efficiencies as would be required of the brakes 
of such a motor vehicle when applied by that means of operation if that motor 
vehicle were not drawing a trailer and if it were treated as being a motor 
vehicle first used before 1st January 1968 and as having to comply with either 
regulation 52(6) or 57(6) notwithstanding that the said paragraph does not 
apply to that motor vehicle. 

(4) Where a motor vehicle to which either regulation 52(5) or (6), or 57(5) 
or (6) applies is being used while drawing a trailer (whenever manufactured) 
other than a trailer n<;>t required by these Regulations to be equipped with a 
braking system, whether or not that motor vehicle and trailer together form 
an articulated vehicle, then every part of every braking system with which that 
motor vehicle is equipped and every part of every braking system with which 
the trailer is equipped shall be so maintained that, when the brakes of any 
braking system with which the motor vehicle is equipped are applied by their 
means of operation, they produce (whether assisted by the brakes on the 
trailer or not) the same total braking efficiencies as would be required of the 
brakes of such a motor vehicle when applied by that means of operation if that 
motor vehicle were not drawing a trailer, and if, in the case of a motor vehicle 
to which either regulation applies, it were treated as being a motor vehicle 
having to comply with either regulation 52(6) or 57(6). 

(5) Where a motor vehicle to which regulation 13(2) applies is attached 
to a trailer manufactured on or after 1st January 1968 (other than a trailer 
not required by these regulations to be equipped with a braking system), 
whether or not that motor vehicle and trailer together form an articulated 

Cu) 0.1. L.202, 6.9.1971, p. 37 (S.B. 1971 (Ill), p. 746) 
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vehicle and the combination. of those vehicles j~ 'stationary. then every part 
of every br~king system with which that moto],' vehicle "is equipped and every 
part of every .braking system with which the trailer is equipped s:\1aU be so 
maintained that the brakes of those systems as applied by the means of opera~ 
tion specified ill. the said paragraph (2) can together .produce. a brafug force 
sufficient to hold the combination of vehicles stationary on a gradient ·of at 

. least 1 in 6.25 without the assistance of stored energy. ' 

Maintenance oj.steering gear and windscreen wiper 
92.-(1) All steering gear fitted to a motor vehicle' shall at all times while 

the vehicle is used on a road be main.taineCl in good and efficient working 
order and be properly adjusted. ' 

(2) Every windscreen wiper requ.ired by :these Regulations to 'be fitted to 
a motor vehicle shall at all times while the vehicle is used, on a road be main­
tained.in good and efficient working order and be properly adjusted. 

, . 
Maintenance of petrol tank 

93~ Everymotbr vehicle shall at all times be so maintained that-,-
(a). any tank~ in which. petrolellm spirit as defined in sec;tion 23 of the, 

Petroleum, (Consolidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 1929(v) used either· 
for the propulsion of the' vehicle or for the driving· of any ancillary 

, engine orequip~ent fbrming part Of the vehicle is contained~ is reason-
ably ·secure against itl;l being damaged; and . 

(b) the leakage of any liquid or vapour .from the . said tank i~ adequately 
prevented so; however. that nothing in this paragraph shall be taken 
to preclude the. tank being fitted, with a device which by the intake of 
air or theen;rission ,of vapour relieves changes in pressure in the tank. 

Use and maintenance of silencer . . ', . 
. 94.-(1) No person shall use or cause or permit to be used on a road any 

vehicle propelled ·by an internal combustioh engine so that the exhaust gases 
from the engihe'escape into the atmosphere without fust passing thl,'ough: the 
silencer. expansi.on chamber or other contrivance reqUired by these Regula-
tions to be fitted. " 

(2) Every Iluch silencer. expansion.chamber or qthercontnvance shall .at 
all times while the ,vehicle is u,sed on a road be maintained in good and 
efficient working order. alid shall liot have been aItereeJ. in such a way that the 
lioise caused. by the escape of the exhaust gases is made greater by th~ 
alteration. 

Condition and maintenance of tyres 
95.~(1) Save as proVided. in paragraphs (2) illid (3) i10 person' shaU' use 

or cause or -Permit to be used on a road any motor vehicle or trailer a wheel 
o(whichi~ fitted with a pneumatic tyre. if- : ' 

(a): the tyre 'is unsuitable having regard to the use' to which the' motor 
vehicle or trailer is being init or to the types of tyres fitted 'to its other· 
wheels; , . ' 

(b) the tyre is liot so infl.'ate<} as to make it 'fit for the use to which the 
motor. vehideor trailer is being 'put; ." 

(c) the tyre has a break in it!! fabric. or has a cut in excess of' 25 milli. 
1)1etres or ten pet cent. of the section.width of the tyre •. whichever is.the 
greate~. mea!iured in any direction on' the outside of the tyre and deep 
enough to reach the body cords; , . ' . - . -"" 

. (v) 1929 c. 13 (N.I.) , 



1598 Road Traffic and Vehicles No. 320 

(d) the tyre has any lump or bulge caused by separation or partial failure 
of its structure; 

(e) the tyre has any portion of the ply or cord structure exposed; or 
(f) where the tyre 'is fitted to a wheel of a motor vehicle, being a motor­

cycle whereof the cylinder capacity of the engine does not exceed 50 
'cubic centimetres, the tread of the tyre does not show throughout at 
least three-quarters of the breadth of the tread and round the entire 
outer circumference of the tyre a pattert1. the relief of which is clearly 
visibl~" or, where the tyry is fitted t9the, wheel ~f any other moto:r 
vehicle or any trailer, the tread pattern (excluding any tie bar) of the 
tyre does not have a depth of at least 1 millimeter throughout at least 
three-quarters of the breadth of the tread and round the entire outer 
circumference of the tyre: 

, ' Provided that this sub-paragraph shall not apply in the case of a motor­
cycle having three wheels, the unladen weight of which does not exceed 102 
kilograms and which is incapable of exceeding a speed of 12 miles per ho~ 
on the level under its own power or in the case' of a pedestrian controlled 
vehicle being a works truck. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall 110t prohib~t the use on a road of a motor vehicle 
or trailer by reason only of the fact that a wheel of the vehicle or, trailer is 
fitted with a tyre which is deflated or not fulIy inflated and which has any of 
the defects described in paragraph (l)(c), (d) or (e), if the tyre and the wheel 
to which it is fitted are so constructed as to make the tyre in that condition fit 
for the use to' which the motor vehicle or trailer is being put and the outer 
sides of the wall of the ,tyre: are so marked as to enable the tyre to be identified 
as having been const:ru~ted to' comply with the requirements of this paragraph. 

(3)' Nothing in paragraph' (1) shall apply to a land locomotive, land 
tractor, land implement or land implement conveyor, or to an agricultl,l1'al 
trailer when the tr~i1er is being dr!,!.w.Q. "by a land tractor and nothing in that 
paragraph or in paragraph (4) shall apply to a broken-down vehicle or to a 
vehicle proceeding to a place where it is to be broken up, in either case being 
d,rawn by a motor vehicle at a speed not exceeding 20' miles pet hour. 

(4) No person shall use or cause at permit to be used on a road any motor 
vehicle or trailer a wheel of which ~s fitted with a recqt pneumatic tyre the 
fabric of whiCh has' been cut' or exposed by the recJ}ttingprocess. ' 

(5) Without prejudice to paragraphs (1) and (4) all the tyres of a Diotor 
vehicle or trailer shall at all times while the vehicle or trailer is used on a road 
be maintained in such condition as to be fit for the use to which the, vehicle 
or trailer is being put and as to be free from any defect which might in any 
way cause damage to the surface of the road or Clanger to persons on at in the 
Vehicle ,or, to ,other- persons using the road.' , ' 

96.-(1) No person shall use or cause or' permit to be used ,on a ro~d a 
v:ehicle to, which this paragraph applies, if pneumatic tyres of different types 
6f structu:re' are fitted" to, the" same axle of the vehicle. " 

(2) Paragraph (1) applies to a passenger car, a dual-purpose vehicle, a 
goods vehicle (othenhan' ~ dual~purpose vehicle) the unladen weight of :which 
does not exceed 1,525 kilograms and to,a trailer drawn py,any such vehicle. 

(3) No,person shalluse:or cause or permit to be used on a road a vehicle 
to which this paragraph applies, if~' , " ' 

(a) a'diagonal-ply tyre or a bias-belted tyre is fitted on'the re~axle of the 
vehicle and that vehicle ha~ a radial-ply tyfe fitted on the 'front axle 
thereof; or" ,.,' " .. , , 
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(b) a 'diagonal-ply tyre is fitted on the,tear axk ',of the velticle and that 
vehicle has a bias-belted tyre fitted on the frorit axlethere.of. 

> (4) Paragraph (3) applies to, a passenger car, a dual-purpose vehicle at;l.d a 
goods vehicle (other than a dual-purpose vehicle) the unladen weight of which 
does not exceed 1,525 kilograms. . 

(5) For the purposes of this tegulation~ 
"a diagonal-ply tyre" means a pneumatic tyre, the structure of which is 

such that the ply cords extend to the bead so as to be laid at alternate angle$ 
of substantially less than 90° to the peripheral line of tl;te tread, but not :being 
a ,bias-belted tyre; 

"a bi~s-belted tyre" means a pneumatic tyre; the structure of whIch js such 
that the ply cords extend to the bea9 so as to be laid at alternate a:o.gles of 
substantially less than 90° to the peripheral line of the :tread, and are con­
strained by a circumferential belt comprising two or more layers of substan­
tially inextensible cord material laid at alternate angles smaller than those qf 
the ply .cord structure; 

"a radial-ply tyre" means a pneumatic tyre: the structure 'ot which is such 
that the ply cords extend to the bead so as to be laid at an. angle of sub~ 
stantially 90° to the peripheral line offue tread, the ply cord structure being 
stabilized by a substantially inextensible circumferential belt; . , 
, "tyPe of structure", in relation to a tyre, means' a type of structure of a 
tyre of a kind defined in the foregoing provisions of this paragraph; and ' 

"passenger car" means a 'passenger vehicle with three 'or more. wheels and 
not constructed to carry more than seven passengers exClusive' of the driver; 
but does not include a two-wheeled motor cycle with a sidecar att~ch~d. 

Maintenance and use of vehicles so as not to emit smoke, etc. 
97. No person shallllse ~t cause or permit to be used ot;!. a rO:;l.d any motor 

vehicle from which any smoke, Visible vapour, grit, sparks, ashes, cinders, or 
oily substanye is emitted if the, emission thereof causes or is likely to cause 
damage to any prQperty or injury to any person who is actually at the time 
or who reasonably m~y be expected, on the ro'ad or is likely to cause danger 
to any such person as afore~aid. ",: " 

93. On and after 31st Dec~niber' :1976, no' person shall use or cause or 
permit to be used on a road a motor vehicle to which regulation 35 applies, 
or a motor vehicle to which regulation 5(1) applies by, virtue of- the vehiCle's 
conforming to tbe requiremep.ts of Council Directive' 72/306IEEG', of 2nd 
August 1972(w), if the fuel injection equipment, the engine 'speed governor or 
any other parts of the engine by which it is ,propelled have in any way been 
altered or adjUsted so as to increase by;'sl1cb alteration -01' adju~tment the 
enrission, of smoke' fro~. th~t vehicle.. .' " , ' " .' ' 

, 99: where a mot~r v~hicl~, being 'a: ~ehicle prcipelle~:' .by "a, ~:on:ip.:res#Q~ 
ignition engine; ~s fitted with a device to facilitate the starting of'the engine 
by causing it to be supplied with excess' fuel~ '" C 

(a) the device shall be maintained in such a condition that -it doe~: not 
cause the engine to be supplied with excess fuel while the vehicle'is in 
motion on a toad; and . ' 

(b) no person shall use the device, :ot calise otpertriit to be used~'so as t6 
" .' cause it to supply the engine with' excess fuel while the vehicle is in 

, ',motion on a road: 
I . . . 

(w) o..J. L. 190, 20.8.72, p. 1 (S.E. 1972 (II!), p. 889) 
~ (.,' :. . ,,::: . .. : ~'" 
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Provided that paragraph (b) shall not apply as respects a device such as is 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of the proviso to regulation 32(2). 

100. The engine of every motor vehicle to which regulation 33 applies 
shall at all times while the vehicle is used on a road be so maintained that the 
means by which (in compliance with that regulation) vapours or gases in the 
engine crank case or in other parts of the engine are prevented from escap­
ing into the atmosphere are in good and efficient working order. 

Contents of lavatories, etc. 
101. No person shall cause or permit the contents of any closet, urinal, 

lavatory basin or sink carried by a motor vehicle or trailer o['of any tank into 
which such closet, urinal, lavatory basin or sink drains to be discharged or 
to leak on to a road. 

Excessive noise 
102. No person shall use or cause or permit to be used on a road any 

motor vehicle or trailer which causes any excessive noise: 
Provided that it shall be a good defence to proceedings taken under this 

regulation-
(i) to prove that the noise or continuance of the noise in respect of 

which the proceedings are taken was due to some temporary or 
accidental cause and could not have been prevented by the exercise 
of due diligence and care on the part of the owner or driver of the 
motor vehicle, or 

(ii) in the case of proceedings against the driver or person in charge of 
the motor vehicle who is· not the owner thereof, to prove that the 
noise arose through a defect in design or construction of the motor 
·vehicle or trailer or through the negligence or fault of some other 
person, whose duty it was to keep the motor vehicle or trailer in 
proper condition or in a proper state of repair or adjustment or 
properly to pack or adjust the load of such motor vehicle or trailer 
as the case may be, and could not ·have been prevented by the 
exerCise of reasonable diligence and care on the part of such driver 
or other person ~n charge of -the motor vehicle. 

103·. No motor vehicle ·shall be used on a road in such manner as to cause 
any excessive noise which could have been avoided by the exercise of reason­
able care on the part of the driver. 

Limitation of noise by measuremeht . 
104.-(1) Except as provided in paragraph (4), this regulation applies to 

any. vehicle wbich is.a motor vehicle . first used on .or after 1st January. 1931 
or which is a trailer. 

(2) Subject to the following provisions, no person shall· use or cause or 
permit to be ·used on a road any vehicle to which this . regulation applies if-

(a) at a tiine whf!ll the noise emitted by that vehicle is measured under the 
conditions set out in Schedule 7 by an apparatus of the kind prescribed 
by paragraph (5), there is indicated by ·that apparatus in relation t() the 
said noise so measured a sound level (A ·weighting) in decibels which 
exceeds the maximum sound level permitted in relation to that vehicle 
by paragraph (3); and 
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'(b) the soundleveIof such noise as is described in paragraph 4 of Schedule 
7 when measured in accordance with the provisions of that paragraph 
is found to be at least 10 decibels (A weighting) below the sound level 
indicated as hereinbefore provided by the said apparatus in~elation 
to the noise emitted by the vehicle: . 

. (3) The maxi~um permitted soun4 level for the purposes of paragraph (2) 
shallbe-.· :.....': . . 

(a) if the vehicle to·,wlrich this reg~lati(jn applies is a motor vehicle first 
used before 31st December 1976, the sound .leve~ (A weighting) in 
decibels' which appears. in Column 3 of Schedule 6 as the maximum 
soup.d level permitted for the relevant class or· description of vehicle 

. shown against that sound level in Column 1 of· that Schedule;· and 
(b) if the vehic1e to which this regUlation' applies is a motor vehicle first 
. used on or. after 31st December 1976 tb:e sound level.(A weighting) 

indecipel$. which appears ill' Column 40f Schedule 6 as the maximum 
. sound level permitted for the relevant class or description of vehicle 
shown against that sound level in Column 1 of that Schedule. 

(4) This r~gulationshal1 not apply-':' .. ,. . . 
(a). to a m6tor vehicle proceeding to a place where, by previous·arrange­

ment-:- . '. . . . '. 
(i) nois€? emjtted by it is abOut to be measured for the purpose of 

. ascertaining wllether or :o,ot that vehicle complies with regulation 
29. Or 

.. (ii) the vehicle is about to be mechanically adjusted,' modified or 
equipped' for the purpose qf securing that it so complies; or 

(b) to a motor vehicle returning from such a pla~e immediately after the 
noise has :been so measured, or the vehicle has been so .adjusted, 
modified or equipped; or . 

(c) to a vehicle at a time when it is stationary otherwise than through 
enforced stoppage owing to the necessities of traffic and at the same 
.time regulation, 10~ by virtue of the 'proviso thereto. does not apply in 
relation to that vehicle; o;r ., 

(d) to a motor· vehicle first used before the date mentioned i:o,paragraph 
(3)(q) at a time when an exhaust brake with whiCh that vehicle is fitted 
is· iI;l operation; or . 

(e) to a road roller .. 

(5) The apparatus prescribed for the purposes o~ .paragraph (2) shall be a 
noise meter of the same kind as that prescribed for the purposes of regulation 
29(1) and regulation 29(3) shall have effect in relation to this 'regulation as if 
any references therein to regulation 29(1) were references to paragraph (2) of 
this regulation. . 

(6) It shall be a good defence to proceedings taken in respect of the use 
of a vehicle which does not comply with this regulation' to prove the matters 

.. which would'~ by virtue of either provfso (i)' or proviso (ii) to regulation 102 
constitute.a good defence. to: proceedings taken in respect of the use of afnotor 
vehicle which does .not comply with that regulation. . . 

.. (7) .The definition of sound '1evd (A ·.weighti~g)· i:o, decibels specified in 
regulation 29(5) shall apply for the purposes of thIS regulation and Schedules 
6 and 7. 

" ','. 
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(8) In·this .regulation and Schedule 7, any reference t9"110ise emitteq by.a 
vehicle shall be construed as incll.lding a reference to noise powsoeverarising 
which; is attributable to any load, burden or goods carried on or py the vehicle 
or to anything (other. than' an audible· warning instrument fitted in accordance 
with regulation 27(1» fitted to it, or attributable to tb,e manner in which the 
vehicle i$ loaded .or fitted. 

(9) Where any motor vehi~le to which this regulatIon applies is drawwg 
a. trailer, this regulation and Schedules 6 al).d 7 !,;hall have. eJ,Iect ill relation 
to that motor vehicle as if any reference to it Were a referel).ce.both to the' motor 
vehic~eand to the trailer drawn thereby .. 

(10) Where any motor vehicle to which this regulation applies is also a 
vehicle to which regulation' 5(1) applies by virtlie of the whicle's conforming 
to the requirelllents of Council Directi~e(EEC) No. 70/157 of 6th February 
1970(x} and is a vehicle ·of which the power· of the engine is not less than 
200 HP DIN, the~aximum permitted sound level for the purposes of para­
graph (2) shall, instead of that specified jllparagraph (3), be 94 decibels (A 
weighting).' 

Stopping of engine when stationary . 
IOS. The driver' of every motor vehitle shall, when tM vehicle-is stationary 

·otherwise than through enforced stoppage owing to the necessities of traffic, 
stop theactioll of any machinery attached to, or forming patt of, such vehicle, 
so far as may 'be neces(>ary for theptevention of noise: 

Provided that this regulatioll shall not apply s(,) as to prevent the examina­
tion or working of the machinery attached to, ot forming part of, a motor 
vehicle where any such examination or 'working is rendered necessary by any 
failure or derangement of tb,e said machinery or where the machinery attached 
to or forming part of the vehicle is required to be worked for some ancillary 
purpose. 

Use of audible 'warning instruments 
. 106.-(1) When a motor vehicle is stationary ona road no person shall 

use or permit to be used any audible warning instrument with whi~b; it is 
fitted except when such use is necessary on grounds of Safety. 

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall have e~ect to prevent the' driver of a 
vehicle or some other .authorised person sotmding ot causing or permitting to 
be sounded an instrument or apparatus fitted to or otlletWise carried, 

(a) if it is sounded for the purpose of raising all alarm as to the theft or 
attempted theft of the vehicle or its contents; Or 

(b) if the' 'vehicle is a pliblic service vehicle and the instrUment Of. 

apparatus is sounded for the purpose of summomngassistance for the 
driver, the conductor or an inspector. . 

Duties relating to drIving and stopping 
107. No person: while .. actually driving a motor vehicle on a road shall be 

. in such a position that he cannot have prbpercontrol of that vehicle or that 
he cannot retain a full view of the toad and traffic ahead and no per~on shall. 
cause or permit any other person whily actually driving a motor vehicle on a 
road to be in sucb; a' position as aforesaid. 

(x) O.J.L. 42,.23.2.1970, p. 16 (S.E. 1970(1), p. 111) 
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108. No i?~rson shall except in the case of a road roller or . other road plant 
while actually engaged in: the COJ;1struction. m~tenance or repair of roads. 
cal.lSeor perniit a motor vehicle to travel backwards for a greater distance or 
time' than may be reqUisite for the safety or reasonable convenience of the 
occupants of that vehicle. or of other traffic on the road. 

109 .. The driver of every vehicle propelled iby steam (other than a motor 
car) shall. unle~s two person~ are ,carried on it for the purpose of driving' or 
attending to the. vehicle, stop tl?e vehjcle whenever it is necessary to attend to 
the furnace .. , ' ' . 

110~. No person shall cause pr pelJlllit to ,be. on a road any motor ivehicle 
which is. not attended by a: person duly licensed to drive it unless the engine 
is stopped and the rel~vant, parking brake is effe~tively set: . 

Provided that the requirements of this regulation as to the' stopping of the 
engine shall not apply in the case of - ' 

. (a) a f1re brigac.le vehicle the engine of whiCh ·is· 'being used for any fire 
brigade ;purpose; . . 

(b) . a vehiCle which is propelled Iby gas produced in plant carried on the 
. vehicle or on a trailer drawn by the vehiCle; , " . 
(c) a vehiCle when it is being used for police or ambulance' pl.H1poses: o~ 

. (cl) a vehicle engaged' in operations which r~quite its engine. to be used-
(i) to drive special machinery or apparatus forming part of the vehicle 

or mounted thereon •. such machinery or apparatus ibeing that used 
for pU1:poses other than in connection with the driving of the 
vehicle. or ' . 

(ii) to maintain the electrical power in the. batteries of the vehicle .at 
a'level required for the driving of such machinery or apparatus. 

so. however. that paragraph (d) shall not have effect in the case of a 
vehicle which if) stationary on a road in such a position or in snoh condition 
or in such circup:lstances (includiJ;1g the gradient of the road) as to be likely 
to cause danger to any person or property. ~ 

Intm.s regUlation, "relevant parking brake" ineans~ 
(a) in the· case of a motor vehicle to which regulation' 5(1) applies. being 

a vehicle' to which that 'regulation applies tby vktue' of the vehicle's 
: conforming to the requirements .of Council Directive (EEC) No.' 71/ 

320 of 26th July'1971. the parkiJ;1g brake provided in accordance with 
those requirements; and 

(b) in the case of any other motor vehicle. the p~rking brake provided in 
accordance with regulation 13. ' 

Opening of doors 
111. No per,soJishall open or cau~e or perDlit to loe opehed any d~or 9f a 

motor vehicle or tr;liler on a toad so as; to cause injury or danger toaily 
person. 

Application of brakes of trailers 
U2. Where a trailer is drawn by a motor vehicle whether wheeled or track 

laying the driver (or in the case of a locomotive one of the persons employed 
in driving or tending the locomotive) sh~ll ,be in a position readily to. operate 
any brakes required' by these Regulations t9 be fitted to the trailer as well as 
the brakes of the motor vehicle. unless a person other than ·the driver is in a 
position and competent efficiently to apply the brakes of 'the trailer: ' 
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Provided that this regulation shall not apply in the case of trailers which, 
in compliance with these Regulations, are .fitted with brakes which auto­
matically come into operation on the overrun of the trailer or where a motor 
vehicle is drawing a broken down vehicle, whether or not in consequence of a 
breakdown, in such a manner that the broken down vehicle cannot be steered 
by its own steering gear. 

In this regulation, the reference to the brakes required to' be fitted to a 
trailer means-

(a) in the case of a trailer to which ,regulation 5(1) applies, being a 
trailer to which that regulation applies by virtue of the trailer's 
conforming to the requirements of Council Directive (EEC) No. 71/ 
320 of 26th July 1971, the brakes fitted in accordance with those 
requirements; and 

(b) in the.case of any other trailer, the brakes fitted in accordance with the 
requirements of these regulations. 

113. No person in charge of a motor vehicle whether wheeled or track 
laying or trailer drawn thereby shall cause or permit such trailer to stand 
when detached from the drawing vehicle unless one at least of the wheels 
of the trailer is prevented from revolving by the setting of the brake or the 
use of a chain .. 

Restrictions on distan.ce between motor vehicles and trailers and marking of 
trailer connections 
114.-(1) Where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer solely by means 

of a rope or chain, or, in a case where more than one trailer is being drawn, 
where a trailer is attached to another trailer solely by such means, the length of 
the rope or chain shall ·be such that the distance between the nearest points of 
the trailer and vehiCle to which it is so attached cannot exceed 4.5 metres. 

(2) Where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer or trailers and the distance 
between the nearest points of the trailer "0:1", as the case may lbe, of any 
trailer so drawn and the vehicle to' which it is attached exceeds 1.5 metres, 
steps shall be taken to render the means whereby that trailer is attached to 
that vehicle dearly visible to other persons using the road"within a reasonable 
distance from either side of either vehicle: 

Provided that where a motor vehicle is drawing a broken -down vehicle 
solely by means of a rope or chain, steps shall be taken to render the rope 
or chain clearly vis~ble in all cases. 

(3) For the purposes of this regulation, in determining the nearest points 
of two vehicles any part of either vehicle designed primarily for use as a 
means of attaching the one vehicle to the other and of any fitting designed 
for use in connection with any such partJ shall ibe disregarded. 

Restrictions on the use of vehicles to draw trailers and of trailers drawn 
. i1s;, Every sidecar fitted to a motor cycle ~hall be so ~ttached that the 

wheel thereof is not wholly outside perpendicular planes at right angles to 
the longitudinal axis of the motor cycle passing through the extreme pro­
jecting points in the front and in the rear of the motor cycle. . 

.. 
. . 116~ A .motor cycle with not more than two wheels and without a side-

car shall not draw a trailer: . 
Provided that this. regulation shall not apply to prevent the towing ofa 

broken down motor cycle which is being drawn by another motor cycle in 
consequence of the breakdown. 
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117. Nq motor 'cycle shall draw ,a trailer' exceeding 254 kilograms in 
weight unlade~ or 1.5 metres in· overa,ll width. .. 

118 •. No stradd~e ca,rrier or invalid carriage shall draw a trailer. 

119. No trailer shall be used for the.conveyance of passengers for hire or 
reward: . 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply to a trailer, being either a 
broken down motor vehicle or a trailer carrying a broken down motor vehicle 
while ibeing dtawniil consequence of a .breakdown of the said motor vehicle 
if the following conditions, are fulfilled,.--,- . .' .. 

. Ca) the trailer is hot dfawn ata speed in excess 6f 30 miles per hour; and 
(b) where the trailer is, or is carrying; a broken' down motor vehicle con-

. , structed or adapted to carry. more than 7 passengers exclusive of the 
driver or any other broIcen down motor vehicle carrying more than 8 
persons, it is .attached t6 the drawing vehicle by means of a rigid 
draw bar. . 

. . 
120. No trailer, which isa living van and either has less than four wheels 

or is a fO\lr-wheeled trailer having two close-coupled wheels on' each side, 
shall be used for the carriage of .any passenger: . 

Provided that this regulation shall hot apply to a trailer while it is being 
tested by the manufacturer by whom it was made, or by the repairer by whom 
it is ibeing or has been repaired, or by a· distrlibutor of trailers or a dealer 
in trailers. 

12,i..-(1) Where a motor vehicle IS drawing only one trailer the overall 
length of the combination of vehicles shall not exceed 18· metres, .except that 
this paragraph shall not apply wb,ere the trailer being drawn is constructed 
and normally used. fat. the conveyance of indivisible loads of exceptional 
length or in the case of a broken down vehicle ibeing drawn by a motor 
vehicle in .consequence of the breakd.6Wn. . 

(2) Where a motor' vehicle is drawing two or more'trailers or only one 
trarIercollstructed and normally; uSed for theconvey~nce of indivisible loads 
of exceptibnallength, the .overall length of the. motor vehicle shall not exceed 
9.2 metres and unless the conditions, specified in· .paragraphs I and 2 of 
Schedule 5 have been complied with, the overall length of the combination of 
vehicles shall not exceed: 25.9 metres. . 

(3) Where a motor vehicle is dfawi:tig. two t,railers only one such trailer 
may exceed 7 metres in o¥eralI length, and, where a motor vehicle is drawing 
three trailers, no trailer in the combination of vehicles shall exceed 7 metres 
ill overall length. 

(4) For the purposes of this regulation the references to the combination 
of vehicles shali be construed In the same. manner as provided in regulation 
123(g)' for the purposes of regulatiqn '124 and the overall length of such a 
combination shall be measured in the manl1er provided in regulation 123(h). 

Passengers on motor bicycles . 
122. If any person in addition to the driver is carried astride any two­

wheeled' motor cycle (whether ·a sidecar is attached thereto or not), suitable 
supports or rests for the feet shall1he ,available. on such Gycle for tbat person. 
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Restrictions .on the use of vehicles carrying wide or long loads or having fixed 
appliances or apparatus 
123. For the purposes of this and the following regulations and of 

Schedule 5-· . 
(a) the expression "lateral projection" in relation to a load carried by a 

vehicle means that part of the load which extends beyond a side of the 
vehicle; 

(b) the width of any lateral projection shall be measured between vertical 
planes pa.rallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and passing 
through the extreme projecting point of the vehicle on that side on 
which the projection lies and that part of the projection furthest from 
that point;· 

(c) references to a special appliance or apparatus in relation to a vehicle, 
are references to any crane or other special appliance or apparatus 

. fitted to the vehicle which is a permanent or essentially permanent 
. fixture;· . 

(cl) the expressions "forward projection" and "rearward projection" -
(i) in relation to a load carried in such a manner that its weight rests 

on onJy one vehicle, means respectively that part of the load which 
extends beyond the foremost point of the vehicle and that part 
which extends beyond the rearmost point of the vehicle, 

(ii) in [elation to a load carried in such a manner that part of its 
weight. rests on more than one vehicle, mean respectively that part 
0[ the load which extends beyond the foremost point of the fore­
most vehicle by which the load is carried except where the context 
otherwise requires andi that part of the load which extends beyond 
the rea.rmost point of the rearmost vehicle by which the load is 
car!l'ied, and 

(iii) in relation to any special appliance or apparatus, mean respectively 
that part of the appliance or apparatus which, if it were deemed to 
be a load ca!l'ried Iby the vehicle, would be a part of a load extend­
ing beyond the foremost point of the vehicle and that part which 
would be a part of a load extending beyond the rearmost point of 
the vehicle, 

and references in regulation 124 and in Schedule 5 to a forward pro­
jection or to a rearward projection in relation to a vehicle shall be 
construed accordingly; 

(e) the length of any [ofiWard projection or of any rearward projection 
shall be measured Ibetween vertical planes at right angles to the longi­
tudinal axis of the vehicle and passing~ 
(i) in the case ·of a forward projection, through the foremost point of 

the vehicle and that 'part of the projection furthest from that point, 
and 

(ii) in the case of a rearwar4 projection, through the rearmost point of 
the vehicle and that part of the projection furthest from that point. 

In this and the foregoing sub-paragraph the expression 
"vehicle" shall not include any special appliance or apparatus or 
any part thereof which is a forward projection or a rearward pro­
jection within the meaning of this regulation; 

(j) re!ferences to the distance between vehicles, in relation to vehicles 
carrying a load, are references to the distance between the nearest 
points of .any two adjacent vehicles Iby which the load is carried, 
measured when the longitudinal axis of each vehicle lies in the same 
vertical pJane. 
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For the purposes of this sub-paragtapu',in determining the nearest 
points of two v.ehicles any part of .either,vehicle designed primarily for 
use as a means of attaching the one vehicle to the other and of any fitting 
designed for use in connection with any such part shall be disregarded; 
(g) references to a combination of . vehicles, in relation to a motor vehicle 
, which is drawing one or . more trailers, are references .. to the motor 

vehicle and the trailer or trailers draiwn thereby, including any other 
motor vehicle which is. used for the purposes of assisting in the pro­
pUlsion of the trailer or the trailers on, the road; 

(h) the overall length oht combination of vehicles !?hall be taken as the 
distance between the foremost point of the drawing ~ehicle comprised 
in the combination and the rearmost point of the tearmost vehicle 
comprised therein, measured when the longitudinal axis of each vehicle 
comprised in the combination lies in the same vertical plane; 

(i) the extreme projecting point of a vehicle shaH be taken as excluding 
any part. of, or part of the equipment of, a vehicle which, by virtue of . 
sub-paragraphs (4) to (f) of the definition of. overall ,width contained 
in regulation 3(1) falls to be excluded in determining that overall width; 
and 

(j) the foremost or~as the case may be, the rearmost point of a vehicle 
shall be taken as excluding any part ,of, Or part of the equipment of, 
a v.ehicle which, by virtue 6f sub-paragraphs (a) to (h) of the definition 
of the overall length Oif a vehicle contained in regulation 3(1), falls to 
be excluded in determining that overall length, 

124.~1) No load shalt be carried on a vehicle where 'the overaI.1 width 
of. the vehicle together with the width of any lateral projection or projections 
of its, Joad exceeds 4.3 metres. '~, " ' 

, (2) Subject to the ~oilowing pJ;'ovision~ ·of this regUlation, no load shall 
be cartiecl on a: vehicle-' , 

(a) where the load has a lateral projection exceeding 305 millimetres in 
width; or ' 

(b) where ~he overall width of the vehicle together with the width of any 
lateral projection or projections of its load exceeds 2.9 metres: 

Provided that this' paragraph shall not apply­
(a) to carriage of an indivisible load if-

(i) it is not reasonably' practicable 'to comply with the requirements 
of t4e. said, paragraph, and 

(ii) the :conditions speCified" in paragraph" 1 of Schedule 5 have been 
complied with, and ' 

(iii) where. the overall width of the vehicle together with the width of 
any lateral projection or projections of its lo~exceeds 3.5 metres, 
the conditions . specified in paragraph 2 of Schedule, 5 have be~n 
complied wjth; or ' 

(b) to the carriage cif loose agricultural produce riot baled or crated. 

(3) Where a load is carried in such a. manner t4at its weight r.ests-
(a) on one vehicle being ~ heavy motorcar or a trail~r the overall length 

of the heavy motor car or, as the <;:ase may be,. cif the trailer together 
with the length of any forward and Of any rearward projection of the 
load shall not exceed 27.4 metres; or 

(D) 0:0, mote tha:t;l one vehiCle being-
(i) a motor' vehi91e dJ;'ruwing one' trailer whether. forming part of an 

arti~lated vehiCle or not~ or 
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(ii) any other combination of vehicles. 
then. in the case at (i) the overall length of the trailer together with the 
length of any forward projection of the load extending beyond the fore­
most point. of the trailer and of any rearward projection of the load 
shall not exceed 27.4 metres and. in the case at (ii). the overall length 
of the vehicles together with the distance between vehicles and the 
length of any forward and of any rearward projection of the load shall 
not exceed 27.4 metres. 

(4) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation-
(a) no load shall Ibe carried on a vehicle where the overall length of the 

vehicle together with the length of any ifo11Ward projection and of any 
rearward projection of the load exceeds 18.3 metres. and as respects 
a motOi" vehicle which is drawing a trailer or trailers. no load shall be 
carried in such a manner that its weight rests on more. than one of 
the vehicles being-
(i) the motor vehicle and one ·trailer whether forming part of an 

articulated vehicle or not. or 
(ii) any other combination of vehicles, 
if. in the case at (i), the overall length of the trailer together with the 
length of any forward projection of the load extending beyond the 
foremost point of the trailer and of any rearward projection of the load 
exceeds 18.3 metres and, in the case at (ii) tb.e ovenill length. of the 
vehicle together with the' distange between vehicles and the length of 
any forward and of any rearward projection of the load exceeds 18.3 
metres; and . . . 

(b) without prejudice to the . foregoing sub-paragraph. no load shall be 
carried on a trailer drawn by a motOi" vehicle or in such a 'lIlanner that 
part :of its weight rests. on more than one trailer so drawn where the 
overall length olf the combination of vehicles together with the length 
of any' forward projection of :the load extending beyond the foremost 
point of the drawing vehicle comprised in the combination" and the 
length of any rearward projection of the load extending beyond the 
rearmost point of the reaI.1lllost vehicle comprised therein exceeds 25.9 
metres unless the conditions specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
Schedule 5 have been complied with. 

(5) Subject" to the foHowing "provisions of this regulation. no vehicle 
having a special appliance or apparatus whi~h-

(a) has a forward projection exceeqing l.83 metres in length but not 
exceeding 3.05 metres in length. shall be used on a road unless the 
conditions specified in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Schedule 5 have been 
complied with; 

(b) has a rearwar<;1 projection exceeding 1.07 .metres in length but not 
exceeding 1.83 metres in length, shall be used on a road unless the 
condition specified in paragrapp. 4 of the said Schedule has' peen com-
plied with; " . 

(c) has a rearward projection exceeding 1.83 nietr~s in length but not 
exceeding 3.05 "metreS" in lerigth. shaH be used on a road unless the 
condition specified in paragraph 3 of the said Schedule has been com­
plied with; or . 

(d) has a forward or a reaflWard projection exceeding 3.05 metres in 
length. shall be used on a road unless the conditions specified in 'para­
graphs 1. 2 and 3 of the' said Schedule have been complied with. 
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(6) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation, no load shall be 
carried on a vehicle- . 

(a) where the load has a forward- projection exceeding 1.83 metres in 
. length but not exceeding 3.05 metres in length. unless· the conditions 

specified in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Schedule 5 have been complied 
With; . ' 

(b) where the load has a rearward projection exceeding 1.07 metres in 
length but not exceeding 1.83 .metres in length. unless the condition 
speoified in' paragraph 4'of the said Schedule ·has been complied with; 

(c) where the lpad has a reary.rard projection exceeding 1.83 metres in 
length· but not' exceeding 3.05 metres in leIigth~ unless the condition 
specified in paragra:ph 3 of the said Schedule 'has been complied with; 

(d) where the load has a forward or a rea,rward projection exceeding 3.05 
metres in length unless' the conditions specified in paragraphs 1, 2 and 
3 of the said Schedule have been complied with; 

(e) where the load is carried on an articulated vehiCle not exceeding 15' 
metres, in overall length and which is not constructed and normally 
used .fot the conveyance of indivisible loads .of exceptional length 
and w4ere the overall length of the' articulated vehicle together with 
any forward or rearward projections of the load exceeds 16.8 metres, 
ilnless the condition specified in paragraph 1 o~ the said Schedule has 
been complied with: 

Provided that-
(a) this paragraph shall not apply- . . 

(i) to the carriage of a load.which consists, whether wholly or partly, 
of a boat used for racing and propelled . solely by oars if any 
provision of'this paragraph would otherwise apply by reason only 
of the boat being so' carried that it has a forward projection or. as 
the case may be, a rearward projection, or 

(ii) to the carriage' of a load by a straddle carrier; and 
'(b) notwithstanding that sub-paragraphs (c) and (d) provide for the con­

dition specified in paragraph 30f Schedule 5 to be complied with as 
respects a load which has a rearward projection specified in either of 
such SUb-paragraphs. tha:t condition in relation to the exhibition of 
the end projection surface on that rearward projection need not be 
complied with in the case of such 'a load which carries a rear marking 
in. accordance with the Motor Vehicles (Rear Markings) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1971 (y). 

(7) Subject to the followiug provisions of this regula:tion, where the load 
or part of the load carried by a vehicle·consists. whether wholly or partly. of 
a boat used for racing and propelled solely by oars •. the boat shall not be so 
carried· that it has a forward projection or a rearward projection-' 

(a) exceeding 1.07 metres unIes-s the condition specified in paragraph 4 
. . of Schedule 5 has been complied with; or .. : . 
(b) exceeding 3.05 metres unless the conditions specified in paragra:phs 1 

. and 4 of the said Schedule have been complied with. 

(8) Subj~t to the foilowing provisions .. of this' regulation: no· load shall be 
carried on a straddle carrier where the load has a rea,rward projection exceed­
ing 1.07 metres in· length unless the condition specified in paragraph 4 of 
Schedule 5 has been complied with: 

(y) S.R. .& O. (N.!.) 1971 No. 71 {po 452) 

52A 
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Provided that this paragraph shaIi not apply in the case of a vehicle ,used 
in passing from one part of any private premises to any other part thereof 
or to other private premises in the immediate neighbourhood. 

(9) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation, no, load shall be 
carried on a straddle carrier-

(a) where the load has a forward projection exceeding 1.83 metres in 
length; 

(b) where the load has a ,rearward projection exceeding 3,05 metres in 
length; , 

(c) where the overall length of the vehicle together with the length of any 
forward projection and of' any re!l<fWard projection of its load exceeds 
12.2 metres: . 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of a vehicle used 
in passing from one part of any private premises to any other part thereof or 
to other private premises in the immediate neighbourhood if-

(i) the vehicle is not driven at a speed exceeding 12 miles per hour, 
and 

Cii) where the overall length of the vehicle together with the length of 
any forward projection and of any rearward projection of its load 
exceeds 12.2 metres, the conditions specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 
of Schedule 5 have been complied with. 

(10) In a case where a vehicle has a special appliance or apparatus or is 
carrying a load or a boat used for racing as mentioned. in paragraph (7) and 
the appliance or apparatus, the load or the said boat has, in relation to the 
vehicle, a forward projection or a rearward projection, and another vehicle 
is attached to that end of the vehicle from which the appliance or apparatus 
or, as the case may be, the load or the said boat projects and is attached to 
that vehicle in such manner that-

(a) in the case where there isa forward projection, the foremost point of 
that other vehicle extends !beyond the foremost part of the projection 
or, in the case where there is a rearward projection, the rearmost point 
of that other vehicle extends beyond the reannost part of the pro~ 
jection; or 

(b) in the case where there is a forward projection, the foremost part of 
the projection extends beyond the foremost point of that other 
vehicle or, in the case where there is a rearward projection, the rear­
most part of the projection extends beyond the rearmost point of that 
other vehicle, then -
(i) in either of the caSes pJentioned in sub-paragraph (a), the provjs­

ions of paragraphs (5), (6) and (7), in so. far as they provide for 
compliance with paragraph 3 or 4 of Schedule 5, shall not apply 
as respects any such projection, and 

(ii) in either of the cases mentioned in sub-paragraph (b), the pro~ 
visions of the said paragraphs (5), (6) and (7), in so far as they 
provide for compliance with the said paragraph 3 or 4, shall apply 
as if each of the references in the said paragraphs (5), (6) and (7) 
to a forward projection and to a rearward projection were treated 
respectively as a reference to so much of a forward projection as 
extends beyond the foremost point of that other vehide and to 
so much of a rearward projection as extends beyond the rearmost 
point of that other vehicle measured, in either case, when the 
longitudinal axis of each vehicle lies in the same vertical plane 
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, b~tween vertical planes, at right angles to the said longitudinal axis 
an4 passing. in the case of a forward 'pr.ojection. through t,he fore': 
most point of the said other'.vehic~e and that part of the proj~ction 
furthest .from ,tb,at point or; in the case of a rearward pr9jt'lction~ 
t:Qrough' the :r:~rmost point' of the said other vehiCle and that part 
Of the projection furthest from that point. 

,(l.1) This, ["eguIation shaU'not.ilpply to any tp.otor vehicle, ,or trailer ,being 
used,.-, ' ' , ', " ':. 

(a) for fue ihrigade. ambulance or police purposes.or for defenc.e purposes 
(including civil defence purposes); or ., 

Cb) in connection with the removal of any obstruction to traffic. 
if. in any such case. compliance with a;ny proyision of this regulation 
would hinder or be likely'io hinder'the use-:of the vehicle fot the purpose 
for which it is ,being used on that occasion. . " 

Mascots' 
125. 1'4'0 waseot shali be' carried by a motor vehicle in any position where 

it is likely to,s.trike any person with whom the vehicle may collide unless the 
:mascot is not liable to ca~se ihjury to' such person by reason of any projection 
thereon. . 

T(!levision sets 
126~--{1) No person shall use or install for. use in a motor vehicle a 

television receiving apparatus if the screen thereof is partly or wholly. and 
whether direcHy, or in any r·efiection. visible to the,'driver whilst in the d~iving 
seat or if the' controls thereof. other than the' sound volume control and 
th~ mainswitch. are 'within reach of the driver whilst' in the driving s~at. 

. : 
(2) No person shall use a television receiving appar!ltus in a motor ,vehicle 

under ,circumstances and in a ,position such that it might cause. distraction to 
the driver of any other vehicle ·on-the road. 

(mplemen,ts suspended frqm . lifting appliances 
127. Where a vehicle' is fitted with any.apparatus or appliance designed 

for lifting and part of the apparatus or appliance consists of an implement to 
faci1it~te lifting which is suspended frotp. the apparatus or appliance. the 
implementsihall at all times while the vehicle is in motion On a road and 
when the: implement is not attached to' any load sripp~rte4 py the appliance 
or apparatus be so·secured either to the appliance 'or apparatus or to some 
part .of the vehicle that no danger is caused or is likely to be caused to any 
person on the vehicle or on the road. 

o • '.~ 

Attendants on trailers and certain other vehicles 
128.-{l) In the case of locomotives. two persons shall be employed in 

driving or attending the locomotive while it is being driven on any road, and 
where a locomotive is drawing trailers on a road one or more person.s. ·in 
addition to the persons empl~yed as aforesaid. shall be employed {pr· tIii: 
purpo~e. of~tten~ing to, the tratlers at the rat{l of one such· additional person; 
for each trailer 1D excess of one. ' 

(2) Where a motor vehicle other than a locom9tive is drawing a traile:r or 
traile.rson a road one p{lrson. in addition to the driver of the vehicle. shall 
be carr!ed either ?n the vehicle or on a trailer for the purpose of attending to 
the traIler or traIlers. . " . . , . '. · 
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(3) The prOViSIOns of the foregoing paragraphs shall not apply in the 
following cases, that is to say-

(a) in the case of any articulated vehicle; 
(b) where a land implement or land implement conveyor, is dmwn by a 

land locomotive or land tractor or where an agricultural trailer is 
drawn by a land tractor; 

(c) where a trailer with not more than two wheels is drawn by a motor car 
or a motor cycle or where a four-wheeled trailer having two close­
coupled wheels on each side is drawn by a motor cat; 

(d) where a motor tractor is dtawing-
li) any closed trailer specially constructed and used for the convey­

ance of meat between docks and railway stations or between 
wholesale markets and docks or railway stations, 

(ii) any machine or implement used for the purpose of the mainten­
ance, repair or cleansing of roads. or 

(iii) any trailer designed for use and used solely in connection with 
street cleansing, the collection or disposal of refuse or the 'cqllec­
tion or disposal of the contents of gullies or cesspools; 

(e) where a works truck is dmwing any works trailer and the weight un­
laden of each vehicle does not exceed 1,525 kilograms; 

(f) where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer which has no other brakes 
other than a parking brake; and brakes which automatically come into 
operation on the overrun of the trailer; 

(g) in the case of any road roller; 
(h) where a motor vehicle belonging to the Secretary of State for Defence 

and being used for naval, military ot air force purposes is, drawing a, 
trailer fitted with brakes which can be applied by the driver of the 
drawing vehicle; 

(i) where a motor vehicle is drawing a broken down vehicle, whether or 
not in consequence of a breakdown, in such a manner that the broken 
down vehicle cannot be steered by its own steering gear; 

(]) where a towing implement is being drawn by a motor vehicle while it is 
not attached to any vehicle exc'ept the one drawing it; or 

(k) where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer or trailers and every such 
trailer is fitted with power assisted or power operated brakes which 
can be operated by the driver of the drawing vehicle and are not 
rendered ineffective by the non-rotation of the engine of the drawing 
vehicle-
(i) where one such trailer is drawn, or , 
(ii) where two or more such traiiers are drawn, if one attendant is 

carried either on' the drawing vehicle or a trailer for the purpose 
of attending to the trailers. 

(4) The provisions of this reg!llation shall not be treated as prejudicing 
the operatiQn of any provision of regulation 124 in so far as it provides, in 
relation to the use of a vehicle on a road, for compliance with the conditions 
specified in paragraph 2 of Schedule 5 (whioh relates to the employment of 
persons in attending to vehicles and their load). ' 

Restriction Qn number of trailers drawn 
129.-(l) The ,number of trailers which may be dmwnby a motor vehicle, 

on a road shall not exceed-
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(a) in the case of a locomotive,. three; 
(b) in the case of a motor tractor, one, if laden, or two, if unladen; 
(c) in the case of a motor car or heavy motor car, one, or two if one of 

the trailers being drawn is a. towing implement and the other is a 
vehicle part of which is secured to and either rests on or is suspended 
from the towing implement. 

(2) For the PtJrposes of this regulation-
(a) the expression "trailer" does not .il1clude a vehicle used solely for 

carrying water for the purposes of the drawing vehicle or an agric~l-
tural vehicle not constructed to carry a load; . 

Cb) an articu~ated vehicle, when being drawn by another motor vehicle 
because the artiCulated vehicle has broken down, shall, if the artic­
ulated vehicle is unladen be treated.· in relation to the drawing vehicle 
a~ a single trailer. 

Sealed with the .official Seal of the Department "Of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 1st November 1976. 

(L.S.) B. D. Palmer 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULES 

No. ,-320 

" 

SCHEDULE 1 

REGULATIONS REvOKED BY REGULATION 2 

Title Year and Number '; 

The Motor Vehicies (Construction and Use)' Regu- 's.li: & 0: IN.I.r 1967 No. 
lations (Northern Ireland) 1967'" , 75 (p. 188) 

The Motor. Vehicles (Construction and Use) " S.R. & o. (N.I.) 1968 No. 
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 44 (p. 169) 

,; 1968' .. 
The Motor Vehicles (Construction and' Use) 

(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1968 

The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
" (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations (Nottherri' 

Ireland) 1968 ' , " ' 
The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 

(Amendment) Regulations {Northern Ireland) 
1969 ., .. ", . 

,T~e Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
.. (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

1972 
The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 

(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1973 

S.R. & O. (N.I.) 
104 (p. 379) 

S.R. & O. (N.I.) 
, 114 (p. 405) 

1968 No. 

1968 No. 

S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1969 No. 
273' (p. 1222) 

S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 
41 (p. 152) 

S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973· No. 
224 (l,p. 1130) 
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SCHEDULE 2' 

(See regulations 38, 39, 76, 77, 79, 80, 82 and 85) 

PART I 

1615 

PARTICULARS TO BE SHOWN ON PLATE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES '(INCLUDING MOTOR 
VEffiCLES FORMING PART OF ARTICULATED VEffiCLES) , 

1. Manufacturer's name. 

2. Vehicle type. 

3. Engine type and power (a). 

4. Chassis ot serial number.' 

s. Number of axles. 

6. MaximumaxIe weight for each axle (b). 

7. Maximum 'gross weight (c). 

,8. Maximum train weight (d); 

9~" Maximum weight in Great Britain for each axle, (b) (e). 

10. Maximum gross weight in Great Britain (c). (~). 
(CJ)" The power need not be shown in'the case 9f a motor :vehicle manufactured 

before 31st December 1976 (hereinafter in this Schedule referred to as 
'''an excepted vehicle") and shall not be shown in the case of any motor 
vehicle which is propelled otherwise than by a compression ignition engine. 

(b) This weight as respects each axle is the sum. of the weights to be trans­
mitted to ~he road surface by all the wheels of that axle. 

(c) This weight is, the sum of the weights to be transmitted to the road surface 
by all the wheels of the motor vehicle (including any load imposed by a 
trailer, whether forming part of an articulated vehicle or not, 'on' the motor 
vehicle); , 

(d) This weight is the sum of the, weights to be transmitted to the road sUrface 
by all the wheels of the motor vehicle and of any trailer drawn, but this 
item need not be completed where the' motor ,vehicle is not constructed to 
draw a trailer. 

(b), (c), (d) References to the weights to be transmitted to the road surface by 
, an or'any of the wheels of the vehicle or of any trailer drawn are references 

to the weights so to be transmitted both of the vehiCle or trailer and of any 
load or persons carried by it. , 

(e) This item need not be completed in the case of an excepted vehicle or in 
the ~ase of a vehicle which is a 10coD,lotive or motor tractor. 
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P~T 11' 

No. 320 

P ARTICULAR~ TO'liE' S~OWN 'ON PLATE FOR nwLE~S' (INCLuDING TRAILERS 
FORMING PART OF,_~Tl~ULATED VEHICLES) 

1. Manufacturer's name. 

2. Chassis or serial number. 

3. Number of axles. 

4. Maximum weight for each axle (a). 

5. Maximum load imposed on cirawing vehicle (b). 

6. Maximum gross weight (c). . '.1 . 

7. Maximum weight in Great Britain for each axle (a) (d). 

8. Maximum gross weight in Great Britain (c) (e). 

9. Year of manufacture (d). 

(a) This weight as respects each axle is the sum of the weights to be trans-
mitted to the road surface by all the wheels of that axle. " , 

(b) Only for trailers forming part of articulated'vehicles or where some of the 
weight of the trailer or its load is to be imp,?sed 'on the cj.r,!-wing v~hicle.,:, 

(c) This weight is the sum of the weights to be transmitted to the road surface 
by all the wheels of the trailer, including :;my weight of the trailer ~o, 'be 
imposed on the drawing vehicle. ' , 

(a), (b), (c) References to the weights to be transmitted to the road surfice 
by all or ~my of the wheels of the trailer are references to the weight so 
to be transmitted both of the trailer. and of any'load or persons carried by 
it and references to the weights to be imposed on the drawing vehicle are 
refere~ces, to the weights so to be imposed both of the trailer and of any 
load or persons 9arried by it except where only the load of the trailer is 
imposed on the drawing vehicle. 

(d) ThIS item need not be completed in the case of a 'trailer' manufactured 
before 31st December 1976. 

(e) This item need not be completed in the case: of a trailer manufactured 
before 31st December 1976 or which forms part of an articulated,,vehicle. 

PART III 

1. The power of the engine, which' is oilly to be shown in the case of, a com~ 
pression ignition engine on the plate in respect of item 3 in' Part I, shall be the 
amount of kilowatts equivalent in accordance with the British Standard Specifica­
tion for the Performance of Diesel Engines for Road Vehicles published on 
19th May 1971 under the number BS AU 141a: 1971 to the installed power out­
put shown in a type test certificate issued under that Specification by a person 
authorised by the Secretary of State for the Environment for the type of engine 
to which the engine in question con~orlT.ls. 

2.-(a) The weights to be shown on the plate in respect of items 6, 7 and 8 in 
Part I and of items 4, 5 and 6 in Part II shall be those, which the manufacturer 
of the vehicle or a person duly authorised on behalf of the manufacturer, con­
siders to represent the weight limits at or below which the vehicle is fit for use, 
having regard to its design, construction and equipment and the stresses to which 

, it is likely to be subject in use: 
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." PrDvided that, where .alterations' ·are. made tD' a' vehicle which may::reridet the 
vehicle fit fDr use at weights which exceed thDse referred tD abDve in this -pan­
graph and shDwn .op. the plate-

(i) then~ may be.: shDwn .on thiplate' in place 'Df any .of thDse weights, such 
new weights as the manufacturer .of. the vehicle .or any perSDn carrying 
.on business as a maUl.j.facturer.9f mDtDr. vehicles .or trailers (.ora perSDn 

. dUly authDrised .on ·behalf. 'Of :that m.anufacturer .or any sucp. persDn) 
cDnsiders tD represent the' weight' limits· at .or belDw which ·the vehicle 
will then be fit fDr use, having regard tD its design, cDnstructiDn and 
equipment and tD thDse alteratiDns and tD the stresses tD which it is 
likely tD be subject in use; 

(ii) where the new weights shDwn .on the plate have been determined by .or 
.on behalf .of a perSDn carrying .on business as afDresaid, the name of 
that perSDn shall be shDwn .on the plate as having made that deter­
minatiDn. 

(b) In relatiDn tD a vehicle manufactured .on .or after 31st December 1976, in 
the fDregoing paragraph-
(i) the reference tD equipment shall n.ot be treated as including a reference 

tD the type .of tyres. with which the vehicle is equipped; and 
(ii) fDr the wDrds "weight limits at .or belDw" in bDth places where they 

.occur there shall be substituted the wDrds "maximum weights .at". . 

3 •. The weights tD be shDwn .on the plate-
(a) in respect .of item 9 in Part I shall be the weights shDwn at item 6.in that 

Part and in respect .of item 7 in Part II shall be tlie weights shDwn at item 
4 in that Part, in each case reduced SD far as necessary tD indicate the 
maximum weight applicable tD each axle .of the vehicle, if the vehicle is 
nDt tD· be used -in cDntraventiDn .of regulatiDns 11, 80, 81, '83 .or 84, and if 
the tyres with which the vehicle is equipped are nDt, as respects strength, 
tD be inadequate tD supp.ort the weights tD be SD shDwn at item 9 and item 
7 as afDresaid; 

(b) in respect .of item 10 in Part I shall be the weight shDwn at item 7 in that 
Part and in respect .of item 8 in Part ~I shall be the weigp.t shDwn at item 6 
in that Part, in the first' case reduced SD far as necessary tD indicate the 
maximum permissible weight applicable if the vehicle is nDt tD be used in 
cDntraventiDn .of regulatiDn 80 .or 81 and in the secDnd case reduced SD far 
as necessary tD indicate the maximum permissible weight applicable tD the 
vehicle if the vehicle is nDt tD be used in cDntraventiDn .of regulatiDn 80, 
and in each such case reduced SD far as necessary tD indicate the maximum 
permissible weight applicable tD the vehicle if the tyres with which the 
vehicle is equipped are nDt, as respects strength, tD be inadequate tD sup­
pDrt the weight tD be SD shDwn at item 10 and item 8 as afDresaid. 

4.-(a) Subject tD sub-paragraph (b) weights .on plates first affixed tD a vehicle 
.on .or after 31st December 1976 shall be shDwn in kilDgrams, weights .on plates 
first SD affixed befDre that date may be shDwn in-

(i) kilDgrams; .or 
(ii) tDns and decimals thereDf tDgether with the equivalent weight in kilD­

grams; .or 
(iii) tDns and decimals thereDf. 

(b) Where a new weight is first shDwn .on a plate by virtue .of the prDvisD t.o 
paragraph 2(a) the weight shall be shDwn as if it was .on a plate first affixed 
tD a vehicle .on the date it was first shown. 

5. All letters and figures shDwn .on the plate shall be nDt less than 6 millimetres 
in height. 



1618 Road Traffic and Veh/cZes No. 320 

6. In this Schedule references to the manufacturer of a motor vehiCle or trailer 
are-

(a) in z:elation to a motor vehicle or a trailer cons~cted with a chassis which 
has not previously formed part Qf another 'vehicle, references to the person 
by whom that chassis was made; . 

(b) in relation to any other motor vehicle or trailer references to the person 
by whom .that vehicle was constructed. 
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SCHEDULE 3 

(S~e regulations 76, 77 . and 79) 

. . PERMISSIBLE MAXIMUM WEIGHTS 

1619 

1. For the purposes of this Schedule, the distance between any two axles shall 
be obtained by Jneasuring the shortest distance between the line joining the 
centres of the points of contact with the road surface of the wheels of one axle 
and the line joining the centres of the points of contact with the road surface of 
the wheels of the other axle. 

Column 1 Column 2 
Kilograms 

2. Heavy motor cars, motor cars and trailers in each case not 
forming part of an articulated vehicle-

(a) in the case of a vehicle with two axles-
(i) where the distance between the axles is at least 3.25 

metres but less than 3.65 metres . 15,250 
(ii) where the distance between the axles is at least 3.65 

metres 16,260 
(b) in the case of a vehicle with three axles, where the distance 

between the foremost and rearmost axles is at least 5.48 
metres 22,3pO 

(c) in the case of a vehicle with more than three axles-
(i) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 7.01 metres but less than 7.92 metres 26,420 
(ii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 7.92 metres . 28,450 

3. Articulated vehicles-
(a) in the case· of an articulated vehicle with three axles-

(i) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axles is less than 5.48 metres . 20,330 

(ii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axles is at least 5.48 metres . 24,390 

(b) in the case of an articulated vehicle with four axles-
(i) where the distance. between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is less than 7.01 metres . 24,390 
(ii) where the· distance between the fotemost and rearmost 

axles is at least 7.01 metres but less than 7.92 metres 26,420 
(iii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 7.92 metres but less than 9.75 metres 28,450 
(iv) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 9:75 metres but less than 11.58 metres. 30,490 
(v) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at"least 11.58 metres . 32,520 
(c) in the case of an articulated vehicle with more than four 

axles- . 
(i)· where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles.is less than 7.01 metres . 24,390 
(ii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

. axles is at least 7.01 metres but less than 7.92 metres. 26,420 
(iii) where the distance b~tween the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 7.92 metres but less than 8.99 metres. 28,450 
. (iv) where the distance between the foreJnost and rearmost 

axles is at least 8.99 metres but less than 9.75 metres .~. 30,490 
(v) .where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axles is at least 9.75 metres . 32,520 
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SCHEDULE 4 

(See regulations 80 to 83) 

PERMISSIBLE MAXIMUM WEIGHTS, ETC. 

No. 320 

For the purposes of this Schedule-
(1) the distance between any two axles shall be obtained by measuring the 

shortest distance between the line joining the centres of the areas of contact with 
the road surface of the wheels of one axle and the line joining the centres of the 
areas of contact with the road surface of the wheels of the other axle; 

(2) where by virtue of any provision made in Part I, II or HI two or more 
maxiI11umweights specified in any such Part are applicable to any vehicle the 
highest of such maximum weights shall be treated as being the weight which the 
vehicle must not exceed and where by virtue of any provision made in Part IV, 
V or VI two or more maximum weights are applicable to the axles of a vehicle, 
the highest of such maximum weights shall be treated as being the weight which 
those axles must not exceed. 

PART J (See regulation 80) 

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE WEIGHTS FOR HEAVY MOTOR CARS AND MOTOR CARS AND 
TRAILERS IN EACH CASE NOT FORMING PART OF AN ARTICULATED VEHICLE 

For the purposes of this Part of this Schedule-
"maximum axle weight" means the highest maximum weight in Great Britain 

shown for any axle in the plate complying with the requirements of regulatio~ 
38(2) or the highest weight shown for any axle in the foreign plate with which 
the vehicle is equipped; 

"foreign plate" means the plate mentioned in regulation 80(1)(b)(i) or 
80(1)(d)(i). 

Column 1 Column 2 

Class of vehicle Kilograms 

(a) Two axled vehicles-
(i) where the distance between the axles is less than 2.65 

metres 14,230 
(ii) where the distance· between the axles is at least 2.65 

metres 16,260 
(b) Three axled vehicles-
Their weight shall not exceed 16,260 kilograms except in.ll, case 
below, where th~ weight opposite that case shall apply-

(i) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3 metres. . . . . .. 18,290 

(ii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3.2 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 8,130 kilograms . 20,330 

(iii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3.9 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is more than 8,130 kilograms 20,330 

(iv) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3.9 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 8,640 kilograms .. 22,360 

(v) where the distance between the foremost and. rearmost 
axle is at least 4.6 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is more than 8;640 kilograms 22,360 
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Colunin 1 Column 2 

Class of vehicle Kilograms 

(vi) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 4.9 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9,400 kilograms . 24,390 --

(vii) where the distance between the foremQst and rearmost 
-axle is at least 4.9 metres and the maximum axle weight 
i~ more than 9,400 kilograms 24,390 

Cc) Vehicles with four or moreaxles---.., 
Their weight shall not exceed 18,290 kilograms except in a 
case below, where the weight opposite that case shall apply-

(i) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3.7 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 8,640 kilograms . 20,330 

(n) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 4.6 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not mor~ than 8,640 kilograms . 22,360 

(iii) where the 'distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 4.7 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 8,640 kilograms • 24,390 , 

(iv) where the 4istap.ce between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 5 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9;150 kilograms . 24,390 

Cv) where the distance between the -foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 5.6 metres and the :tp.aximum axle weight 
is not more than 9;l50kilograms . . . 26,420 

(vi) where the distance. between the' foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 6 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not·more than 9,660-kilograms -. 26,420 

(vii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 5.9 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9,150 kilograms . - 28,450 

(viii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 6.3 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9,660 kilograms . 28,450 

(ix) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 6.3 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9,400 kilograms . 30,490 

(x) where t1;J.e distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 6.5 metres and the maximum axle weight 
is not more than 9,660kilograq1s . 30,490 
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PART II (See regulation 81) 

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE WEIGHTS FOR HEAVY MOTOR CARS AND MOTOR CARS IN 
. EACH CASE FORMING PART OF AN ARTICULATED VEHICLE 

For the purposes of this Part of this Schedule-
"intermediate axle weight" means the highest maximum weight in Grea1 

Britain shown for any axle in the plate complying with the requirements of regl,l­
lation 38(2) or the highest weight shown for any axle in the foreign plate with 
which the vehicle is equipped, any such axle not being the. foremost or rearinost; 

"foreign plate" means the plate mentioned in regulation 800)(b)(i). . . 
Column 1 . Coluinn 2 

Class of vehicle . Kilograms 

(a) Two axle motor vehicles--., 
(i) where the distance between the axles is less than 2.4 

metres 14,230 
(ii) where the distance between the axles is at least 2.4 

metres 16,260 
(b) Three or more axled motor vehicIes-
Their weight shall not exceed 18,290 kilograms except in a· case 
'below, where the weight specified opposite that case shall 
apply- . 

(i) where the distance between the ~oremost and rearmost 
axle is at least 3 metres and the intermediate axle weight 

'is not more than 8,385 kilqgrams . .20,330 
(ii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 

axle is at least 3.8 metres and the intermediate axle 
weight is not more than 8,640 kilogralllS . . : 22,360 

(iii) where the distance between the foremost and rearmost 
axle is' at least 4.3 metres and the intermediate .axle 
weight is not more than 9,150 kilograms 24,390 
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PART ID (See, regulation 82) 

1623 

For the purpos~s of this Part of this Schedule ,"inner axlesp'ac$g" means the 
distance between the rearmost axle of the motor vehicle and the foremost axle 
of the trailer. . 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 
, 

Class of articulated vehicle Inner axle' ~pacing Gross train ,weight 
Metres Kilograms 

Two axled inotor vehicle with-=-
(a) 1 axled trailer ' less than 2.1 20,33b 
(b) 1 axled trailer at least 2.1 22,360 
{c) 1 axled trailer at'least :u 24,390 
(d) 2 or more' axled ,trailer less than 2.9 24,390 
(e) 2 or more axledtrailer at least 2.9 26,420 
(f) 2 or more. axl~d trailer at least 3.1 28,450 
(g) 2 or mote aXled trailer at least 3.6 30,490 
(h) 2 or more- axled trailer at least 4.2 32,520 

Three or mOre axled motor vehicle 
with-

(a) 1 axled trailer less than 2 22,360 
(b) 1 axled trailet at least 2 24,390 
(c) 1 axled trailer at least 2.7 26,420 
(d) 1 axled trailer at least' 3 28,450 
(e) 1 axled trailer at least '4 30,490 
(f) 1 axledtrailer at least 4.4 32,520 
(g) 2 or more axled trailer less than 2 24,390 
(h) 2 or more axled trailer at least 2 26,420 
(I) 2 or more axled trailer, at least 2.3 28,450 
(]) 2 or more axled trailer at least 3.2 30,490 
(k) 2 or more axledtrailer at least 4 32,520 

PART IY-(See regulation 83(2) and (3» 

MAXIMUM WEIGHTS FOR Two CLOSELY SPACED AxLES 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

Distan(:e between axles Total weight Total weight 
Metres Kilograms Kilograms 

less than 1.02 tt,l80 11,180 
at least 1.02 12;ZOO 16,260 
at least 1.05 15,250 17,280 
at least 1.2 16,260 18,290 
at least 1.35 17,280 18,800 
at least 1.5 18,290 19,310 
at least 1.85 19,310 20;330 
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PART V (See regulation 83(4» 

. MAXIMUM WEIGHTS FOR THREE CLOSELY SFACED :.AxE.ps ' . 

Column 1 

Distance' between outer ·axles . 
Metres 

less than 
at least 
at least 
at least 

: .. at least 
at least 

1.4 
L4 
1.5 
2 
2.55· 
3.15 

: "(" ' 'r '. 

Column 2 . 

Axle weigh{· 
Kilograms 

3,720 
4,070 
'6,100 
6;610 
7,120 
7,630 

PART VI (See regulation 83(5) 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT F0R THREE ADJACENT AXLES 

No. 320 

For the purposes of this Part of this' Schedule-
"intermediate axle weight" means the maximum weight.iil Great Bdtaiil shown' 

for the axle, being the middle axle of three adjacent axles in the plate complying 
with the requirements of regulation 38(2) or the weight shown for that axle in 
the foreign plate with which the vehicle is equipped; 

"foreign plate" means the plate. mentioned in regulation SQ(l)(b)(i) or 
SO(l)(d)(i). 

The total weight transmitted to th~ road surface by the wheels of ':three 
adjacent axles shall not exce~d'lS,290 .kilograms except in a case belo~, wher~. the 
weight opposite that case shaIJ>apply-'- . . .. 

. -Kilograms 
(i) where the distance between the foremost. and. rearmost 

axle is at least 3 metres and. the intermediate axle weight 
is not more .than S,385 :kilograins . . 20,330 

(ii) where the distance .. between: the foremost and rearmost ;.,; . .':. " 
axle is at least 3.S. metres: and the intermediate axle. .. 
weight is not more than 8,640 kilograms 22,360 

(ill) where the ~~tance"between. the fQremost.·aild rearmost 
axle is at least 4.6 metres and the intermediate axle 
weight.is not, ~ore than 9,150 .kilograms. .,. ...... 24,390 

. . 
" .: 

',',' :' 

" .:': 

. \ .~ ; 

. :.' 
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, SCHEi::rGJ.,E 5 

(~ee remnations 12J ~nd' 124) 

1625 

CONDITIONS TO BE COMPLIED' Wrra IN RELATION TO THE USE OF VEHICLES 
CARRYING WIDE OR LONG LOADS OR VEHICLES CARRYING LOADS OR HAVING 

. FIXED ApPLIANCES OR APPARATus WHICH PROJECT 

PARTi 
1 .. The conditions referred to in regulation 121 and in regulation 124(2), (4), (5), 

(6); (7) and (9) as the conditions specified in paragraph 1 of this Schedule are as 
follows- ' . 

(a) ~ave in so far as the Chief Constable of the Royal Ulst~r Constabulary 
dispenses with any of the requirements contained in this and in the follow­
ing snb-paragraphs as to length of notice or particulars to be given, the 
owner of the vehicle or vehicles in question shaI.I, before using the vehiCle 
or, as the case maybe, the vehicles on a road, give at least two clear days' 
notice of the intended use (excluding Sundays and public holidays) to the 
s;tid Chief Constable; 

(b) the notice referred to in sub-paragraph (a) shall contain particulars of 
· the time, date and route of the journey and~ 

.(i) in a case where this paragraph applies by virt1,le of regulation 124(2), 
particulars of the overall length and overall width of, the vehicle by 

; which the load is to be carried and of the 'Width of any lateral projec­
tion or projections of its load, 

(ii) in, a, case where this paragraph applies l;!y virtue. of regulation 
124(4)(a), particulars of the .overall length and. overall' width of each 
vehicle by which the load is to be carried and of the length of any 
forward projection and of any rearward projection of the load and, 
wh,ere the load is to be carried by mor~ than one vehicle, of the distance 
between vehicles, 

(iii) in a case where this paragraph app1ies by virtue of regulation 121 or 
r,egulation 124(4)(b), particulars of the overal11ength of the combination 
of vehicles to be used and, in the second-me~itioned case, particulars ·of 
the length. of any forward projection an,d of any rearward projection of 
the load, being the projection or projections thereof as mentioned in 
regulation 124(4)(b), and ' 

(iv) in a case v.,rhere this paragraph applies by virtue of regulation 124(5); 
(6), r(7) or (9), particulars of thcOl overa]). length of the vehicle to 1:Je used 
and of the length of any forward projectioh and of any rearward pro­
jection of-its special appliance or apparatus or, ,as. the case may be, of 
its load; and . 

(c) subject to ,any variations in the time, date or route of the joUrney which 
the owner of'the vehicle or vehicles maybe ,directed to make by tlie Chief 
Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and subject ,to any delay 

· which may be occasioned bY .reason of a direction given by a c()Ustable, in 
the interests of road safety ot to avoid undue traffic congestion, to the 
driver of a vehicle to halt it in a place on or adjacent to the road on which 
the vehicle is travelling, the vehicle or, as the case may be, the vehicles 
. shall be used otily in circumstances which accord with the partjcwars given 
in compliance with the foregoing sub.:paragraph as, to the time" date and 
route of the journey and otily' if any dimension or measurement relating 
to the vehicle or the vehicles (including that relating toa combination of 
vehicles), to a special appliance or apparatus or to a load, being a dimen-

· glon Qr inea~urement of which particulars have been given as aforesaid, is 
'flot exceeded. " . 

For the purposes of this sub-paragraph and of item {iv) of the foregoing sub­
paragraph, the references to.' a load shall, ina case where this paragI'aph applies 
by virtue of regulation 124(7), be treated as a reference. to a. boat used for racing 
as mentioned in regulation 124(7). . '.' . . 
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2. The conditions referred to 'in regulation 121 and in regulation 124(2), (4), 
(5), (6) and (9) as the conditions specified in paragraph 2 of this Schedule are that 
at least one person in addition to the person or persons employed in driving the 
motor vehicle in question shall be employed in attending to that vehicle and its 
load and any other vehicle or vehicles drawn by that veW-cle and the load or loads 
carried on the vehicle or vehicles so drawn and to give warning to the driver of 
the said motor vehicle and to any other person of any danger likely to be caused 
to any such other person by reason of the presence of the said vehicle or vehicles 
on the road: 

Provided that, where three or more motor vehicles as respects which the con­
ditions in this paragraph are applicable are travelling together in convoy, it shall 
be a sufficient compliance with this paragraph if only the foremost and rearmost 
vehicles in the convoy are attended in the manner prescribed in this paragraph. 

For the purposes of this paragraph-
(a) ina Case where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer or trailers any person 

employed in pursuance of regulation 128(1) and (2) in, attending that 
vehicle or any such trailer shall be treated as being an attendant required 
by this paragraph so long as he is also employed to discharge the duties 
mentioned in this paragraph; 

(b) in a case where a motor vehicle is drawing a trailer or trailers and another 
motor vehicle is used for the purpose of assisting in their propulsion on the 
road, the person or persons employed in driving that other motor vehicle 
shall not be treated as a person or persons employed in attending the first 
mentioned vehicle or any vehicle or vehicles drawn thereby. 

(3) The conditions referred to in regulation 124(5) and (6) as the conditions 
specified in paragraph 3 of this Schedule are as follows-

(a) there shall be exhibited on every relevant projection such a number of 
. plane unbroken surfaces as are required by the following provisions of this 

paragraph, the said surfaces to be of the size, shape and colour specified 
in those p.rovisions and to be situated in accordance therewith. In this 
sub-paragraph the expression "relevant projection" means any such for­
ward or rearward projection as is mentioned in regulation 124.(5)(a), (c) or 
(d) or (6)(a), (c) '1r (d); 

(b) subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (e), three, surfaces shall be 
exhibited of which one (hereafter referred to as "the end projection sur­
face") shall be of the shape and colour shown in the diagram first set out 
in Part II and shall conform with the dimensions there shown in relation 
to the size and colouring of that surface, and the other two, and any sur­
face additional to those two required by the said sub-paragraph (e), (each 
hereafter referred' to as a "side projection surface") shall be of the shape 
and colour shown in the diagram secondly set out in Part II and shall con­
form with the dimensions there shown in relation to the size and colouring 
of that surface; 

(c) the end projection surface shall be exhibited so that it may be seen, in 
the case of a forward projection, from the front thereof or, in the case of 

, a rearward projection, from the rear thereof and shall be situated-
(i) so that it lies, as near as practicable, in a vertical plane at right angles 

to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and passing through a point not 
more than 0.6 metres from the extreme end of the projection, 

(ii) so that the vertical distance between the carriageway of the road and 
the nearest point on the surface does not exceed 2.5 metres, 

(ill) so that the surface and any object or device by means of 'Which it is 
exhibited impedes, as little as possible, the view of the driver to the 
front or, as the case may be, to the rear of the vehide, and 

(iv) so that everY part of the surface is clearly visible to other persons using 
the road within a reasonable distance from that end of the projection 
from which the surface may be seen as provided by the foregoing pro­
visions of this sub-paragraph; 
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(d) the two side projection surfaces shall be exhibited so that one may be seen 
from one side of the projection and the other may be seen from the other 
side thereof and each surface shall be situated-
(i) so that it lies, as near as practicable, in a vertical plane parallel to the 

longitudinal axil> of the vehicle, 
(ii) so that no· part of it extends .beyond the end of the projection, 

(ill) so that the horizontal distance between it and the end projection ~urface 
ora rear marking carried in accordance with the Motor Vehi<;les (Rear 
Marking) RegIilations (Northern Ireland) ~971:(z) does not exceed 0;9 
metres, 

(iV) so that the vertical distance between the carriageway of the road and 
any point on at least one side of the surface does not exceed 2.5 metres, 
and 

Cv) so that every part of the surface is clearly visible to other persons using 
the road within a reasonable distance from that side ·of the projection 
from which the surface maybe seen as provided by the foregoing pro­
visions of this sub-paragraph; 

(e) in the c~se of a forward projection exceeding 4.5 metres in length or a rear­
ward projection exceeding 5.1 metres in length such.a number of side pro­
jection $urfaces additional to the two 'Side projection surfaces required by 
sub-paragrap1;t (b) shall be exhibited on each side of the projection as to 
ensure that the horizontal di$tance between the foremost or, as the case 
may be, the rearmost point of the vehicle and that part of any side projec­
tion surface exhibited on the same side nearest that point, or between the 
nearest points of adjacent side· projection surfaces exhibited on the same 
side, does not exceed, in the case of such surfaces exhibited on a forward 
projection 2.4 metres or, in the case of .such sUrfaces· exhibited on a rear­
ward projection, 3.6 metres. 
For the purposes of this $ub-paragraph the expression "the vehicle" shall 
.not ~nclude any special appliance or apparatus or any part thereof which 
is a! 'forward projection or a rearward· projection within the meaning of 
regulation 123; 

(f) the provisions of sub-parll;graph (d)(i), (iv) and {v:) shall apply in relation 
to the additional side projectiort surfaces exhibited in accordance with the 
foreg9ing sub-paragraph as they apply in relation to the side .projection 
sUrfaces referred to in the said sub-paragraph (d); and 

(g) every s~face exhibited in compliance with the foregoing provisions of this 
paragraph shall be kept cleaIl and unobscured and during the hours of 
darkness shall be illuminated by means of lamps sufficient to ren<;ler .the 
surface readily distinguishable from a reasonable distance and so shielded 
that only light reflected from the surface is vJsible to other .persons using 
the road. -

Provided that the conditions in sub-paragraph (b) SQ far as it relates to side 
projection surfaces and the conditions in sub-paragraph (d) shall not apply by 
reason only that a vehicle has a special appliance or apparatus, or is carrying a 
load, which has a rearward projection exceeding 1.8 metres in length but not 
exceedin~ 3 metres in length. . --

4. The <;ondition referred to ip. regIilation 124(5), (6), (7) and (8) as the coJdi­
tion specified ID paragraph 4 of this S<;hedule is that steps shall have been taken 
to rei:!.derthe relevant projection clearly visible to other persons using the road 
withina.·reas~>nable distance, in the case of a forward_projection, from the front 
thereof or, in the case of a rearward .projection,from the rear thereof and,. in 
either case, from either side thereof. 

In ·.this paragraph the expression "relevant projection" means any such forward 
or rel!rward projeCtion as is mentioned in regIilation 124(5)(b), (6)(b), (7) or (8). 

(z) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1971 No. 71 (p. 452) 
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Road Traffic and Vehicles 

PART II 

PROJECrION MARKERS 

(See paragraph 3{b) of this Schedule) 

Diagram ,of end projection surface 

No. 320 

ALTERNATE RED AND WHITE 
STRIPES IOOmm WIDE ' 

RED BORDER' 

Diagram of side projection. surfaee 

NATE .RED AND WHITE 
. STRIPES JOOmm WIDE 

RED BORDER' 
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SCHEDULE 6 

1629 

MAXIMUM SOUND LEVELS (A WEIGHTING) IN DECIBELS (dBA) 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

Class or description Regulation 29 'ijegulatlon Regulation 
104(3)(a) 104(3)(b) of vehicle Maximum (dBA) Maximum (dBA) Maximum (dBA) 

1. Motor cycle of 
which the cylinder 
capacity of the 
engine does not 77 80 80 
exceed 50 cubic 
centimetres 

2. Motor cycle of 
which the said 
cylinder capacity 86 90 89 

------ exceeds 125 cubic 
centimetres : 

, 

3. Any other motor 82 90 85 
cycle : 

4. Goods vehicle to 
which regulatio)1 38 
applies and which is : 

equipped with a , [ 

plate complying 
, 

i 

with the require-
ments of paragraph 89 , 92 92 
(2) of that regula- ~ 

tion and showing 
pa~t~cu1ars of a 
maXimum gross 
weight of more 
than 3,560 kilo~ 

j grams 
, ' 

5. Goods vehicle first 
used before 1st . " : 
January 1968 which ' -

' ' 

complies with the - , 

requireI)1ents of 92 
regulation 76(3)(c) ..... .. - , and is equipped : 

- ' 
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Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

Class or description Regf:llation 29 Regulation Regulation 
of vehicle Maximum (dBA) '104(3)(a) 104(3)(b) 

Maximum (dBA) Maximum (dBA) 

with .such a plate 
as aforesaid not-
withstanding that 
regulation 38 dpes 
not apply to that 
vehicle by reason 
only that it was so 
first used , 

6. Motor tractor 89 92 92 

7. Locomotive 89 92 92 

8. Land tractor 89 92 92 

9. Works truck 89 92 92 

10. Engineering plant 89 92 92 

11. Passenger vehicle 
constructed for the 
carriage of more 89 92 92 
than 12 passengers 
exclusive of the 
driver 

12. Any other 84 87 87 
passenger vehicle : 

13. Motor car not 
being a goods 
vehicle of either of 8S 88 88 
the kinds described 
in paragraphs 
4 and 5 

14. Any other vehicle ... 
not elsewhere 
classified or 85 92 88 
described in 
this column 
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SCHEDULE 7 

. CoNDmONS MENTIONED IN REGULATION 104(2) 

1631 

1. At the time when the noise emitted by the vehicle is measured, the micro­
phone of the apparatus shall be so placed that the top of the microphone is set 
at a height of 1.2 metres ± 0.1 metres above a point at ground level which is not 
less than 5.2 metres away from the nearest part of the carriageway on which the 
vehicle is being used. 

2.---{1) For the purposes of this paragraph, the area in the vicinity of the 
microphone shall be treated as comprising areas the situation and extent of which 
shall be determined by reference to a line joining a point at ground level above 
which the microphone is placed to the said nearest part of the carriageway and in 
accordance with the diagram at the end of this Schedule including the directions . 
contained therein; and the said areas shown mar~ed I, H, HI or IV on the said 
diagram are hereafter in this Schedule respectively referred to. as "the areas so 
marked". 

(2) 'At the time when the noise is meas~red there shall not be-
(a) in the area ll)arke<;l I, any physical object higher than" 610 millimetres 

above ground l~vel; 
(b) in the area .marked H, any physical object higher than 920 millimetres 

above ground level; and 
(c) in the areas marked III or IV, al,lyphysical object higher .than 1,525 milli-

metres above ground level: . 

Provided that the requirements at (c) shall not apply in relation to the 
following objects or to any of them, that is to say: 
(i) to plants, shrubs, trees or any other kind of vegetation, or 
(ii) to any physical object, of which a contim:lOus surface less than 305 

millimetres wide over all .its height would be visible in daylight, to a 
person looking at it from the point above which the microphone is 
placed and whose eye level is at the height of the microphone. 

(3) For the purpose of sub-paragraph (2), neither the vehicle nor any part 
thereof, nor any person nor thing in or on the vehicle,nor the apparatus nor any 
part thereof, nor any persons being less than 3 in number attending the apparatus, 
shall be taken into account. . . .. 

3. At the time when the noise emitteq by the vehicle is measured, the vehicle 
shall be wholly or partly 'on a part of the road which falls within the area 
marked IV~ 

. . 
. 4. As soon as the vehicle has left the area marked IV the apparatus shall be 

used to measure the sound level (A weighting) in decibels of such noise as is then 
capable of affecting the sound level indications of the apparatus, such measure­
ment being carried out in the manner in which the measurement of the sound 
emitted by the vehicle was carried out and under the conditions applicable under 
the foregoing provisions of this Schedule, excluding paragraph!> 2(2)(c) and 3. 



DIAGRAM DIREGrIONS (including Key and Dimensions) 
. . . 

M-a point at ground level above which the microphone is placed. 

P~the nearest part of the carriageway to ~e microphone. 

The area marked I consists of.the triangle MSU. 

The area marked H consists of so much of the circle of radius 3 metres with 
centre at M as does not enclose any part of the area marked I. 

~e area marked HI consists of so much of the rectangle RSUQ as does not 
: enclose any parts of the areas marked I or H. 

The area marked IV cOilsists of the rectangl~ .S~. 

DIMENSIONS 

The distance MP is not less than 5.2 metres. 

'f!1e lengths' of SRand UQare each 10.5 metres. 

The lengths of TW, SU and RQ are each 15 metres. 

The lengths of SP and PU are each 7.5 metres. 

The lengths of TS and WU are each 9 metres. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

1633 

These regulations consolidate with amendments the existing Northern 
Ireland regulations relating to the construction and use of vehicles and also 
introduce ~ertain new provisions to bring the regulations into line with 
those in oPflration in Great Britain. Another change effected by these regula­
tions is the change over from imperial to metric units for all measurements 
other than those of speed. . 

The new provisions apply to vehicles first used on or after 31st December 
1976 and inc1ude-

1. Vehicles which comply with certain EEC Directives and for which a type 
approval certificate has been granted will be exempt from certain regqla­
tions (regulations 5 and 6). 

2. Strength pf side door latches and hinges (regulation 15). 

3. Protective steering mechanism (regulation 16). 

4. Construction of petrol tank (regulation 19) and maintenance of petrol 
tank (regulation 93). 

5. Audible warnings instrument (regulation 27(3». 

6. Noise (regulation 29) and limitation of noise by measurement (regula­
tion 104). 

7. Radio interference suppression (regulation 30). 

8. Emission of smoke or vapour from vehicles propelled by a spark ignition 
engine (regulation 34). 

9. Emission of smoke from vehicles propelled by a compression engine 
(regulations 35 and 98). 

10. Certain vehicles to be equipped with plates (regulation 38). 

11. Certain vehicles to satisfy a minimum power to weight ratio (regulations 
39 and 40) and maintenance of power to weight ratio (regulation 89). 

12. Laden weight of certain vehicles not part of articulated vehicles (regula-
tion 80). . . 

13. Laden weight of certain motor vehicles forming part of articulated 
vehicles (regulation 81). 

14. Laden weight of certain articulated vehicles (regulation 82). 

15. Total weights for certain closely spaced axles, etc. (regulation 83). 

16. Wheel and axle weights for certain vehicles (regulation 84). 

17. Provisions for different types of pneumatic tyres fitted to vehicles (regula­
tion 96). 

In regulation . 3 (interpretation) the definitions of "direction indicator" 
"dual-purpose vehicle", "engineering plant" and' "industrial tractor" hav~ 
been inserted. 

53 
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Other amendments inc;lude th~ following. The conditions unger which 
trailers from abroad temporarily visiting Northern Ireland are exempt from 
certain- of the regulations have been slightly amended (regulation 4(5)); certain 
exemptions are given to motor vehicles which have been zero rated for value 
added tax purposes (regulations 4(6) and 17(2)(h)); certajnexemptions are 
given to motor vehicles which are being tested or examined by an inspector. 
inspector of vehicles or an authorised officer (regulation 4(8)); the weight 
mentioned in regulation 11 (variation of wheel load) has been increased from 
3 to 3t tons now 3.560 kilograms; and reference has been made in regulation 
17 to the revised British Standards on seat belts anq seat belt anchorage 
points (BS AV 160a and BS AV 48a). 

In order to bring the Northern Ireland regulations into line with 
those in operation in Great Britain the Great Britain layout and wording has 
been followed. 

, . ,. \: , .. ", : 
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