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BUILDING AND BUILDINGS 

House-Building Standards Order (Northem Ireland) 1977 

Made 

Coming into operation 

17th May 1977 

13th June 1977 

No. 133 

The Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Defective Premises (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1975(a) and now vested in it(b) hereby makes the following 
order: 

Citation and Commencement 
1. This order may be cited as the House-Building Standards Order 

(Northern Ireland) 1977 and shall come into operation on 13th June 1977. 

Interpretation 
2. In this order-
"the Order" means the Defective Premises (Northern Ireland) Order 1975; 
"the Council" means the National House-Building Council; 
"the Department" means the Department of the Environment for Northern 

Ireland; , 
"the Scheme" means the National House-Building Council Scheme for 

Northern Ireland 1977. 

Approval of Scheme 
3. The Scheme which is scheduled to this order is hereby approved for 

the purposes of Article 4 of the Order. 

Approval of Full Certificate 
4. The document headed "Full Certificate" and numbered 

"HB6(N.I.)(1977 edition)" issued by the Coun,cil under the Scheme and which 
has been certified by the Department as being the form of Full Certificate 
comprised in the Scheme, is hereby approved for the purposes of Article 4 of 
the Order. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 17th May 1977. 

(L.S.) R. B. Spence 
Assistant Secretary 

(a) S.L 1975/1039 (N.!. 9) 
(b) Formerly .the Department of Housing, Lo'cal Govermnent and Planning for Northern 

Irellmd: see S.l. ·1976/424 (N.I. 6) 
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SCHEDULE Article 3 

THE NATIONAL HOUSE-BUILDING COUNCIL SCHEME FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 1977 

The Natiqnal House-Building Council (hereinafter called "the Council") 
acting by its Northern Ireland Committee has in force the following Scheme. 

1.-(1) The Scheme may be cited as the National House-Building Council 
Scheme for Northern Ireland 1977. 

. (2) In the Scheme, where the context so admits, words importing the singular 
number include the plural number and words in the plural number inclUde the 
singular number and "person" includes any body of persons corporate or 
unincorporate. 

2. The Council will operate the Rules, certified by the Department of the 
Environment for Northern Ireland as being the Rules comprised in the Scheme, 
under, or pursuant to, which-

(i) dwellings provided, or to be provided, in Northern Ireland by the erection 
of buildings (and not by the conversion or the enlargement of buildings) 
by House-Builders and Developers whose names are for the time being 
entered on the Northern Ireland Register of House-Builders and Developers 
maintained by the Council are to be designed and constructed in a manner 
at least sufficient to satisfy, in all respects, the Council's Requirements as 
to design and construction adopted by the Council and approved by the 
said Department (otherwise than by order) and in force when the concreting 
of the foundations of the dwellings is begun; and 

(ii) the said House-Builders and Developers, enter into agreements with 
Purchasers in the form numbered "HB5(N.I.)(1977 edition)" and certified 
by the said Department as being the form of agreement comprised in the 
Soheme; and 

(iii) where the Council's Requirements as· to design and construction have, or 
appear to have, been substantially complied with in relation to the said 
dwellings, the Council, certifies to that effect by means in each case of a 
document ("the Full Certificate") in the form numbered ''HB6(N.I.X1977 
edition)" and certified by the said Department as being the form of Full 
Certificate comprised in the Scheme. 

3. The Council offers to Purchasers who have entered into agreements in the 
form referred to in paragraph 2(ii) above ("the first agreement"), so as to give 
rise to binding agreements where the offers are accepted, optional increased 
benefits as set out in the said form of agreement, in consideration of payments 
to be made by Purchasers to the Council not later than three months from the 
date of the first agreement. 

4. By virtue of agreements entered into under the Scheme with persons hav­
ing or acquiring an interest in the said dwellings, rights are conferred on such 
persons in respect of defects in the state of the said dwellings. 

For and on behalf of the National House-Building Council. 

Dated 11th day of May 1977. 

16A 

A. W. Tait 
Director-General 

R. Wyles 
p.p. A. P. DeB. Tapping 

Secretary 



458 Building and Buildings No. 133 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

, , (Thisirote' i~ not part ofth~' order but is'intended 'to indicC{te 
.. its;'gene,raZ purport.) , 

1. By this order made under Article 4 of the Defective' Premises 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1975 ("the Order") the D~par,tnr.entof,the Environ­
ment for Northern Ireland ("the DepaJ,tment") approyes the ,Scheme to be 
operated from 13th,June 1977 by ,the, ,National' House-Building Council ("the 
Council") and the form of "Full Cer.tificate" issued by 1lhe Council in relation 
to dwellings erected pursmint to the Scheme.' The Full Certificate states, that 
the Council's Requireme:Q.ts as to design and construction, which are 
imposed under, the Scheme. 'a.il,d aJ;e approved JrO!ln time to time by the 
:Qepartment ,without p:laking 'an order. have, 9! appear 010' have~, ,been 
8ubstantiaIJy complied with in relation to1lhose dwellings. 

, ' 

.' ,2. In relation' t<'1 any Q.welling falling within the approved Scheme and 
ill' respect of which a Full Certificate is issued, no action can be brought by 
any:person 'having or acquiring an interest in' the dwelling for breach of the 
duty imposed by Article 3 of the Order (which relates to building standards). 
ArtiCle 2(3) of the Order. however. provides ,that any duty imposed by or 
enforceable by virtu:e of :any.pirovision ofilie Order is, in addition to any duty 
a person may 'owe apart from that provIsion. , " 

:' 3, The Scl1eme i~ essentiaUy .designed to benefit any .p~r${)n for wh~m a 
, dwelling is l>u~lt qr to whom a newly built dwelling is sold (whether lease­

hold or freehold) for occupation 'by him or his family as a dwelling. Such 
person&' mortga,gees i:Q. ,posses&ion and subsequent purchaSers who occupy., or 
whos~family occupy; tJ;l(~,dweJ.lingare also within the scope of the Soheme. 

, , ' 

," .4., TheSch~me' applies" to dWellings erected by House-Builders and 
Developers whose names" ate entered on the' Counci1's Northern Ireland 
Register and Who must observe the COl.incil'g Rules. Under the Scheme rights 
i,q ,r~spect of defects ,in the state qf dwellings are conferred on purchasers by 
virtue . of agreement~ "entered into in: the, appropriate fortnapproved by the 
COlinci! with HOlise~Builders 9r Developers. . 

5~ :Under'the said ~greeirients such House-Builders and Developets-:-
(a) warr~t that the particular dwelling has been bUlJ.t or .agree that itWiIi 

be built-'-,- , "i:' , 

'(1) in an efficient and' workmanlike manner and of proper materials 
and so as to be fit for habitation (this iIndertaking is similar in form 
to the duty imposed by Article 30f the Oider); anei 

(2) so as to 'cb~piy' ':in all' respects with the Courtcil's Requirements; 
and 

(3) so as to qualify for a Full, Certificate; 
(b) undertake: certain obligations r~gardfug the retpedying of defects in, 

",: ," ",and the :making good of damage to, dwellings consequent upon any 
breach of the Council's Requirements, and duly teported withi:t;l.a 
specified period, which is usually 2. years from the date of the Full 
Certificate." ' , 

(",': .. , ..... 
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6. The Scheme approved by this o,rder, ("the 1977 Scheme") differs from 
the National House-Building Council Scheme for Northern Ireland 1975 ("the 
1975 Scheme"). also approved by the Department. in that the amount of the 
optional extra financial protection offered. on payment of a premium. is 
reduced. Persons whose rights detiv~ 'froin the 1975 Scheme will not be 
affected by the changes made by the 1977 Scheme. No change is made in 
the protectioh afforded to purchasers Who choose not to pay the premium. 

Copies of the 1977 ,,scheme are available for inspection on application 
within no'rinalw'orking hours at either of the hndermentioned offices:-

, . , 
, . 

Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland . 

Stormont 
BELFAST BT4 3TX 

, , . 
National House-Building Council 

. Northern Ireland 
BeQford House 
Bedford Street 
BELFAST BT2 7FD 

1977 !No. 134 

As this Order has been classified as local it is not printed at length in this 
volume. A summary is given in the List of Statutory Rules of a Local Character 
under the haeding ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEIDCLES. ' . 
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