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Made 

Fire Services 

1977 !No. 213* 

FIRE SERVICES 

Firemen's PenSion Schemes (Amendment) 
. Order (Northern Ireland) 1977 

22nd July 1977 

Coming into operation 7th September 1977 

No. 213 

The Department of the Environment in exercise of the powers. conferred 
by section 17 of the Fire Services Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(a) and ndW 
vested in itCb) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf and with the 
approval of the Department of Finance(c) hereby makes the following Order: 

PART I 

CITATION, OPERATION AND INTER,PREl'ATION 

Citation, commencement and effect 
1. This Order may be cited as the Firemen's Pension Schemes (Amend, 

ment) Order (Northern Ireland) 1977 and shall come "into operation on 
7th September 1977 and shall have effect-

(a) for the purposes of article 3 as on and from 1st April 1975; 
(b) for the purposes of article 4 as on and from 1st May, 1975; 
(c) for the purposes of article 5 as on and from 7th September 1978; and 
(d) for the purposes of article 6 as on and from 1st December 1976. 

Interpretation 
2. In this Order-
"The Scheme of 1973" means the Firemen's Pension Scheme (Northern 

Ireland) 1973 as set out in Appendix 2 to the Firemen's Pension 
Scheme Order (Northern Ireland) 1973(d); 

"The Scheme of 1971" means the Firemen's Pension Scheme (Northern 
Ireland) 1971 as set out in the Appendix to the Firemen's Pension 

. Scheme Order (Northern Ireland) 1971(e); 
"The Scheme of 1955" means the Scheme set out in the Schedu1e"to the 

Fire Services (Fire Officers and Firemen) Pensions Order (Northern 
Ireland) 1955(£); and 

(a) 1969 c. 13 (N.l.) as amended by S.J. 1973/601 (N.l. 9) article 7 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.J.) 1973 No. 504 (II, p. 2992) 
(c) Formerly the Ministry of Finance: see 1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8(1) 
(d) S.R. & O. (N.J.) 1973 No. 393 (II, p. 2187) as amended by S.R. 1975 No. 358 

(II, p. 1767) and 1976 No. 216 (I, p. 997) 
(e) S.R. & O. (N.J.) 1971 No. 33 (p. 221) as amended by S.R. & O. ,(N.I.) 1972 No. 157 

(p. 908), 1972 No. 379 (p. 1781), 1973 No.1 (I, p. 1), S.R. 1975 No. 358 and 1976 
No. 216 (I, p. 997) _ 

(f) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1955 No. 181 (p. 198) as amended by S.R. & O. (NJ.) 1971 No. 33, 
1972 No. 157, 1972 No. 379, 1973 No.1, S.R. 1975 No. 358 and 1976 No. 216 

* This Order has been replaced by S.R. 1978 No. 24 
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"The Belfast Fire Brigade Scheme" means the Belfast Fire Brigade Super
annuation Scheme made on 1st May 1953 by the Council of the 
County Borough of Belfast under section 13 of the Fire Services 
(Al::Q.endment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1950(g) and that or any Scheme 
maintained by the said Council under section 26(3) of the Fire Services 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1969. 

PART II 

GENERAL AMENl)MENTS 

Provisiofts having effect from 1st April 1975 
3. In the Scheme of 1973. article 17 shall be amended as follows: 
(a) for paragmph (1) there shall be substituted the foJ.lowing paragraph-

"(1) A regular fireman may. in accordance with this Article com
mut~ for a lump sum a portion of any pension, other than an injury 
pension. to which he is or may become entitled, provided, in the case 
of an ordinary pension, that-
(a) he retires when entitled to reckon at least 30 years' pensionable 

service, or . 
(b) he is required to retire oil account of age. or 
(c) the notice of commutation xeferred to in paragraph (3) is given 

with the consent of the Fire Authority and he retires on or after 
attaining the age of 55 years. or 

(d) in any other case, he retires on or after 1st April 1975."; 
(b) in paragtaph (3) for the words "limitation contained" there shall be 

substituted the words. "limitations contained in paragraphs (3A) and 
." (6B) and"; . 
(c) after paragraph (3) there shall be inserted the following paragraph

"(3A) A regUlar fireman whose case does not" fall within para
graph (1)(a), (b) or (c) shall not commute such a portion of his ordinary 

. pension that the lump sum calculated by reference thereto in accord
ance with paragraph (6) (disregarding any reduction in accordance with 
the proviso thereto) exceeds an amount equal to 2-1- times the annual 
amount of his pension calculated in accordance with Part I ·of Schedule 
1 (disregarding any reduction therein under paragraph (6) or any other 
provision of this Scheme)."; 

(d) at the end of paragraph (4) there shall be added the following proviso
"Provided that a person who retired with an ordinary pension on 

or after 1st April 1975 but before 7th May 1977. whose case does not 
. fall within paragraph (1)(a) or (b) may give such notice at any time 
byfore 7th November 1977."; : and 

(e) after paragraph (6) th~re shall be inserted. the following parfigrapihs-
"(6A) Where the unsecured portion of an ill-health pension is 

terminated under aJ,1:icle 14 after a notice of commutation in relation 
to the pension has <become effective-
Ca) it is hereby declared that no reduction shall be made under para

graph (6) in the secured portion of the pension, in so far as it is 
payable under article 14, 

(g) 1950 c. 4 (N.l.) 
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(b) if thereafter, and after 7th September 1977, the, person concerned 
becomes entitled to a pension, other than an injury pension, and 
is entitled to reckon for the purposes thereof the period of pension
able service reckonable for the purposes of the ill-health pension 
first mentioned in this paragraph, the unsecured portion of the 
other pension shall be reduced by the amount by which the ill
health pension would have been reduced if it had not been termi
nated as aforesaid. 
(6B) Where a person wishes to surrender and commute for a lump 

sum a portion of a. pension which falls to be reduced under paragraph 
(6A)(b), the portion which, under paragraphs (3) and (3A), he may 
commute shall be reduced by the amount of the said reduction.'~. 

Provisions having effeCt from 1st May 1975 
4. In the Scheme of 1973-
(a) the following article shall be inserted after article 4-

"Reckoning of service etc. for purposes of awards 
4A;-(1) Subject to paragraph (2), for the purpose of calculating 

an award payable to or in respect of a fireman by reference to any 
period in years (including a period of pensionable or other service)-
(a) that period shall be reckoned in completed :years and a fraction of a 
, year; 

(b) a part of a. year shall be taken to be that fraction of a year whereof 
the denominator is 365 and the numerator the number of com
pleted days in that part and, accordingly, a part of a year which 
includes 29 February in a leap year and comprises 365 days shall 
be treated as a whole year. 
(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply where the member ceased to serve 

as such before 1st May 1975, and, in such cases, Schedule 10 shall have 
effect."; 

(b) for Part I of Schedule 1 there shall be substituted the following part-

"PART I Article 8 

FIREMAN'S ORDINARY PENSION 

Subject as hereafter in this Schedule provided, an ordinary pension 
shall be of an amount equal to 30 sixtieths of the fireman's average 
pensionable pay with the addition, subject to a maximum of 40 six
tieths, of an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multiplied by the 
period in years by which his pensionable service exceeds 25 years."; 

(c) for Part II of Schedule 1 there shall be substituted the following Part-

"PART II Article 9 

FIREMAN~S SHORT SERVICE PENSION 

Subject' as hereafter in this Schedule provided, a shon service pension 
shall be of an amount which'is the aggregate of-
(a) an amount equal to a sixtieth of the fireman's average pensionable 

pay multiplied by the period in years of his pensionalble service up 
to 20 years, and 

(b) an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multiplied by the period 
in yeai"s by which his pensionable service exceeds 20 years."; 
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(d) in Part IIi of Schedule 1, for paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 there shall be sub
stituted, respectively, the following paragraphs-

"2. Where the fireman has less than 5 years' pensionable service, 
the amount of the pension shall not be less than a sixtieth of his average 
pension~ble pay and, subject 'as aforesaid, shall be of an amount equal 
toa ,sixtieth of that pay multiplied by the period in years of his pension
able service. 

3. Where the fireman has 5 or more years', but not more than 10 
years', pensionable service, subject to paragraph 5, the pension shall 
be of an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multipHed by the 
periad in years of his pensianable service. 

4. Where the fiteman has mare than 10 years' pensianable service, 
the pension shall be nat less than 20 sixtieths of his average pension
flJble pay.and, subject as afaresaid a,nd to paragraph 5, shall be equal 
to 7 sixtieths af that pay with the additian-
(a) of an amaunt equal to a sixtieth of that pay multiplied by the 

periad in years of his pensianflJble service up to 20 years, and 
(b) af an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multiplied by the 

periad in years. by which his pensianable service exceeds 20 
years."; 

(e) in Part IV of Sahedule 1, in paragraph l(a) for the words "the number 
af campleted years of pensionaible service which he is entitled to 
reckon;" there shall be substituted the words "the periad in years of 
his pensionable service;"; 

(j) in Part VI of Schedule 1-
(i) in paragraph. 2 far the wards follawing "calculated" there shall be 

substituted the wards "in years"; and 
(ii) for paragraph 3 there shall be suibstituted the fallawing paragraph

"3. The hypothetical pension referred to in paragraph 2 is a pensian 
of an amaunt which is the aggregate of-
(a) an amaunt equal to a sixtieth af his average pensionable pay 

multiplied by the periad in years of his hypathetical service up to 
20 years, and 

(b) an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multiplied by the periad 
, in years by which his hypathetical service exceeds 20 years."; 
(g) in Part VII of Schedule 1, in paragraph 1(4) for the wards "highest 

whole number of years in the aggregate period" there shall be sub
stituted the words "the periad in years"; 

(h) in Part II of Schedule 2-
(i) far paragraph 4(a) there shall be substituted the fallawing para

graph-
"(a) an amount which is the aggregate af-

(i) an amaunt equal to a sixtieth of the husband's average pen
sionable pay mUltiplied by the period in years of his 
pensianable service up to 20 years, and 

(ii) an amount equal to' 2 sixtieths of that pay, mUltiplied by 
the period in years by which his pensionable service exceeds 
20 years;"; 

(ii) for paragraph 5(1) there shall be substituted the following 
paragraph-

5 
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"(1) In this paragraph the following expressions have the mean
ings hereby respectively assigned to them, that is to say~ 

"relevant period" means the period (if any) in years by which 
the fireman's pre-1972 pensionable service falls short of 20 
years; 

"relevant pensionable service" means a fireman's pensionable 
service reduced by his pre-1972 pensionable service and 
expressed in years; . . , 

"weighted relevant pensionable service" means a fireman's 
relevant pensionable service. so much of such service as 
exceeds the relevant period being counted twice."; 

(iii) in paragraph 5(2)(b) for the words "a half year for each completed 
year of" there shall be substituted the words "a half of his"; and 

(iv) in paragraph 6 the words "completed years of" shall be omitted in 
each of the four places where they occur and for the word "exceed" 
there shall be substituted the word "exceeds"; 

(z) in paragraph 2(2) of Part IV of Schedule 2 the words following 
"reckonable by him" shall be omitted; 

V) in Part I of Schedule 3-
(i) for paragraph 4(2)(a) there shall be substituted the following 

paragraph-
"(a) an amount which is the aggregate of-

(i) an amount equal to a sixtieth of the father's average pen
sionable pay multiplied by the period in years of his 
pensionable service up to 20 years. and 

(li) an amount equal to 2 sixtieths of that pay multiplied by the 
period in years by which his pensionable service exceeds 20 
years;"; and 

(ii) in paragraph 4(3) the words "completed years of" shall be omitted 
in each of the three places where they occur and for the word 
"exceed" there shall be substituted tIle word "exceeds"; 

(k) in Part TIl of Schedule 3, in paragraph 3(2) the words "each period 
being reckoned in completed years up to 20 years and in completed 
half years in so far as it exceeds 20 years" shall.be omitted; and 

(l) after Schedule 9 the following Schedule shall be inserted-

"SCHEDULE 10 Article 4A(2) 

RECKONING OF SERVICE ETC. FOR THE PURPOSES OF AWARDS TO OR IN 
RESPECT OF FIREMEN WHO CEASED TO SERVE BEFORE 1ST MAY 1975 

1. This Schedule shall apply for the purposes of the calculation of an 
award payable to or in respect of a member of a fire brigade who 
ceased to serve as such before 1st May 1975. 

2. For the purposes of Part I of Schedule 1. the period in years by which 
pensionable service exceeds 25 years shall be computed in completed 
half-years and. accordingly-. 
(a) a part of a year less than a half shall be' iguored, and 
(b) a part of a year exceeding a half shall be treated as a half. 
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3. For the purposes of -
(a) . paragraphs 2 and 3 of Part III of Schedule 1, 

Part IV of Schedule 1, 
paragraph 1(4) of Part VII of Schedule I, 
paragraph 6 of Parr II of Schedule 2; 

. (b) subject to paragraph 4, 
Part II 6f Schedule 1, 

.. . paragraph 4 of Pari III of Schedule I, 
Part VI·of Schedule 1;. . 
paragraph 4 of Part II of Schedule 2, 
paragraph 4 of Part I of Schedule 3; 

(c) srtbject to paragraphs 5 and 6, . 
paragraph 5 of Part II of Schedule 2; and .. 

(d) subject to paragraph 7, 
. paragt~ph '2 of Pait' IV of Schedule 2, 

paragraph 3 of Part III of Schedule 3, 

1199 

a period in years shall be ,computed in completed years and, ~c<,:ord
fugly, a: part' of a year shall be ignored. 

4. For the purposes 'mentioned in paragraph 3(b) the period.in years by 
which a period exceeds 20 years shall be computed in completed half. 
years as mentioned in paragraph 2 . 

. 5. For the purposes of the definition of the expression "weighted relevant 
.. , pensionable service" in paragraph 5(1) of Part II of Schedule 2, the 

period in years by which a period' exceeds the relevant period (as 
defined in said paragraph) shall be computed in completed half-years 
as mentioned in paragraph 2. 

6. For the purposes of paragraph 5(2)(b) of Part II of Schedule 2, a half 
of it person's pre-1972 pensionable service shall be computed in com
pleted half-years as mentioned in paragraph 2. 

7. For the purposes mentioned in paragraph 3(d), in so far as a period 
exceeds 20 years it shall be computed in completed half-years as pro
vided in paragraph 2 .... 

Provisions having effect from 7th September 1978 
5.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) article 80(2) of the Scheme of 1973 is 

hereby revoked. 

(2) The said article 80(2) shall continue to have effect in the case of a 
regular fireman who, before 7th September 1978 has both- . 

(a) exercised the right of election accorded thereby, and 
(b) attained the age of 5.5 years. 
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PART III 

INCREASES IN AWARDS 

Provision having effect from 1st December 1976 
6. In the Schemes specified in column (1) of the Schedule. the provisions 

referred to in column (2) shall have effect as if for the rates referred to therein 
and set out in column (3) there were substituted. respectively. the rates set 
out in column (4). . 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 22nd July 1977. 

(L.S.) E. A. Simpson 
Assistant 'Secretary 

The Department of Finance hereby approves the foregoing Order. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance for Northern 
Ireland on 22nd July 1977. 

(L.S.) 1. Murray 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE Article 6 

INCREASES IN AWARDS 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

Scheme Reference Old rate New rate 

Awards on death of 
servicemen 

Scheme of 1973 Article 68 (4)(a) £263.97 £300.48 
Scheme of 1971 Article 54 (4)(a) £263.97 £300.48 
Scheme of 1955 Article 28 (2)(a) £263.97 £300.48 

Widows' ordinary 
pensions 

Scheme of 1973 Schedule 2, Part 1-
(i) paragraph 

2(1)(a) £263.97 £300.48 
2(1)(b) £343.78. £391.25 
2(1) (c) £412.64 £470.03 

(ii) paragraph 2(2) £263.97 £300.48 
£343.78 £391.25 
£412.64 £470.03 

-£283.80 £323.44 
£363.61 £414.21 
£432.47 £492.99 

Scheme of 1971 Schedule 2-
(i) Part I, 

paragraph 2(1) £263.97 £300.48 
£343.78 £391.25 
£412.64 £470.03 

(ii) Part I, 
paragraph 2(2) £263.97 £300.48 

£343.78 £391.25 
£412.64 £470.03 
£283.80 £323.44 
£363.61 £414.21 
£432.47 £492.99 

(iii) Part II, 
Scheme 1 £263.97 £300.48 

£343.78 £391.25 
£412.64 £470.03 

Scheme of 1955 Schedule, Appendix £263.97 £300.48 
II Part lA, £343.78 £391.25 
Scheme 1 £412.64 £470.03 

Belfast Fire Second Schedule, 
Brigade Scheme Part I, Scheme 1-

sub-paragraph (a) £263.97 £300.48 
(b) £343.78 £391.25 
(c) £412.64 - £470.03 

-- -
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(1) (2) (3) (4) 

Scheme Reference Old rate Ne.w.rat~ 

'. 

Widows' accrued 
pensions 

Scheme of 1973 Schedule 2, 
Part IV-

paragraph 3(a) £263.97 £300.48 
3(b) £343.78 £391.25 .. 

3(c) £412.64 £470.03 .:. '. 
'. 

Children's 
allowances 

Scheme of 1973 Sch.edule 3, 
Part I- .. 

(i) paragraph 1, ' .. 
. -

sub-paragraph 
(4)(a) £ 75.13 £ 8556 
(4)(b) £ 88.17 £100.69 
(4)(c) £109.03 £124.16 

(ii) paragraph 2, 
sub-paragraph 

(4)(a) £110.08 £145.03 £125.73 :£165.37 
(4)(b) . £130.94 £173.72 £149.20 :£197.72 
(4)(c) £162.24 £215.98 £184.67: £246.23 

Scheme of 1971 Schedule 3, 
Part 1-(1) £ 75.13 , £ 8556 

£ 88:17 £100.69 
£109.03 £124.16 

(2) £110.08 £145.03 £125.73 :£165.37 
£130.94 £173.72 £149.20: £197.72 
.£162.24 £215.98 £184.67: £246.23 

Scheme of 1955 Schedule, App<mdix 
III, Part IA-

(i) paragraph 1 £109.03 £124.16 
£ 88.17 £100.69 
£ 75.13 £ 85.56 

(ii) paragraph 2 £162.24 £184.67 
£130.94 £149.20 
£110.08 £125.73 

Belfast Fire Third Schedule, 
Brigade Scheme Part I- .. 

(i) paragraph l(a) £ 75.13 £ 85.56 
l(b) £ 88.17 £100.69 
1 (c) £109.03 £124.16 

(ii) paragraph 2(a) £110.08: £145.03 £125;73 :,£165.37 
2(b) £130.94': £173.72' .£149.2Q.: £197.72 
2(c) £162.24 :£215.98 £184.67: £246.23 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order but is intended to indicate 
its general purpor~.) 

Part II amends the Firemen's Pension Scheme Order (N.!.) 1973. 

1203 

Article 3 relates to the commutation of a portion of a pension for a lump 
sum. Under the Scheme of 1973 a member of a brigade cannot commute an 
ordinary pension (save in specified circumstances) unless he has 30 years' 
pensionable service. Article 3 provides, with effect from 1st April 1975, that 
a member with less than this service may commute an ordinary pension sub
ject, however, to a new restriction on the portion which may be commuted. 

Articles 4 and 5 of the Order relate to the calculation of awards by refer
ence to periods of pensionable service and other periods and related matters. 
Under the Scheme of 1973 only completed years, or in certain cases com
pleted half-years, are taken into account; but the service of a member of a 
fire brigade of a rank not higher than that of station officer may be extended 
beyond the normal age for compulsory retirement to enable him to reckon 
an additional completed year, or half-year, of pensionable service. Article 4 
provides that any fraction of a year shall be taken into account except that 
the existing position is preserved in the case of persons who ceased to be 
members of a fire brigade before 1st May 1975, from which date Article 4 
has effect. Article 5 revokes the provision for the extension of service. men
tioned above, with effect (subject to transitional provisions) from 7th Sep
tember 1978. 

Part III provides for increased awards. 

Under the various Firemen's Pensions Schemes the amount of certain 
awards is determined by reference to specified flat rates which do not qualify 
for increases under the Pensions (Increase) Act (N.I.) 1971 [1971 c. 35 (N.I.)]. 
The Order increases these flat rates with effect from 1st December 1976, the 
date from which increases under the Pensions Increase (Annual Review) 
Order (N.I.) 1976 were authorised. 

Retrospection is authorised by section 17(3B) of the Fire Services Act 
(N.!.) 1969. 
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