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Councillors (Travelling an.". Subsistence Allowances) (Amendment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1979 

Made 

Coming into operation 

1st February 1979 

16th March 1979 

The Department of the Environment in exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 36 of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 1972(a) and 
now vested in it(b) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf hereby 
makes the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations which may be cited as the Councillors (Travelling 

and Subsistence Allowances) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1979 shall come into operation on 16th March 1979 and shall have effect from 
31st January 1979. 

Revocation 
2. The Councillors (Travelling and Subsistence Allowances) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1978(c)are hereby revoked. 

Allowances 
3. For regulation 3(1) of the Local Government (Travelling and Sub­

sistence Allowances to Councillors) (No'. 2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1973(d) there shall be substituted:-

"Allowances 
3.-(1) A councillor shall be entitled to receive payment by way of­
(a) travelling allowance in accordance with the rules of Schedule 1; 

and. as the case may be; 
(b) subsistence allowance in accordance with the rules. in Schedule 2 

where expenditure on travelling or on subsistence is necessarily incurred 
by him for the purpose of enabling him to perform any approved duty as 
a councillor." 

Rules with respect to payment of travelling and subsistence allowances 
4~-(l) For paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 to the Local Government (Travel­

ling and Subsistence Allowances to Councillors) (No.2) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1973 there shall be substituted:-

"6.-(1) If a councillor uses his private motor vehicle in circumstances 
where the conditions specified in sub-paragraph (2) are not satisfied. the· 
rate per mile payable shall be at a rate determined by the council. or as the 
case may be by the joint committee. but shall not exceed such rate as the 

(a) 1972 c. 9 (N.J.) as amended by SJ. 1978/1041 (N.!. 11) Art. 9(a) . 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 504 Art. ~(1) (II. p. 2992); 1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8(l}; 

and S.I. 1976/424 (N.I. 6) 
(c) S.R. 1978 No. 57 (I, p. 137) 
(d) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 366 (II, p. 2068) 
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Department may from time to time determine, or the rate appropriate to 
the vehicle in question under that sub-paragraph, whichever is the less. 

(2)(a) If a councillor uses his private motor vehiGle in circumstances 
which result in substantial saving of his time and are otherwise 
reasonable or where it is in the interests of the council, or as the 
case may be the joint committee, that the councillor should use his 
private motor vehicle in preference to a public service or where a 
public service is 110t available, the rates per mile payable shall be 
determined by the council, or as the case may be by the joint com­
mittee, in respect of the types of vehicles specified in head (b), but 
shall not exceed such rates as the Department may from time to 
time determine. 
(b) the types of vehicles specified for the purposes of head (a) 

are:-
(i) motor cars or tri-cars exceeding 1199 cc cylinder capacity; 
(ii) motor cars or tri-cars exceeding 999 cc but not exceeding 

1199 cc cylinder capacity; 
(iii) motor cars or tri-cars exceeding 500 cc but not exceeding 

999 cc cylinder capacity; 
(iv) motor cars up to 500 cc cylinder capacity; 
(v) solo motor cycles exceeding 500 cc cylinder capacity, motor 

cycles with side car, or tri-cars not exceeding 500 cc cylinder 
capacity; 

(vi) solo motor cycles exceeding 150 cc but not exceeding 500 cc 
cylinder capacity; 

(vii) solo motor cycles exceeding 120 cc but not exceeding 150 cc 
cylinder capacity; and 

(viii) solo motor cycleo not exceeding 120 cc cylinder capacity. 
(3) The rates payable under sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) may be 

increased-
(a) where other councillors are conveyed in the same vehicle on the 

business of the council, or as the case may be the joint 
committee-
(i) in respect of sub-paragraph (1) by an additional rate per mile 

determined by the council, or as the case may be by the 
joint committee, but not exceeding such rate as the Depart­
ment may from time to time determine, for the carriage of 
each additional passenger to whom an allowance would 
otherwise be payable under these regulations, subject to such 
maximum limit per mile as the Department may from time 
to time determine for four or more paf:sengers; 

(ii) in respect of sub-paragraph (2) by an additional rate per 
mile deter~ined by the council. or as the case may be by the 
joint committee but not exceeding such rate as the Depart­
ment may from time to time determine for the carriage of 
each such additional passenger; 

Provided that no passenger allowance shall be payable in respect of 
solo motor cycles. 

(b) by not more than the amount of any expenditure incurred on 
tolls, ferries or parking fees; 

(c) in the case of an absence overnight from the usual place of 
residence, by not more than the rate per night which the Depart­
ment may from time to time determine for garaging a motor 
car, a tri-car, or a motor vehicle of any other type. 
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(4) For the purpose of this regulation a councillor's "private motor 
vehicle" includes a vehicle belonging to a member of his family or other­
wise provided for his use." 

(2) For Schedule.2 to the Local Govet:nment (Travelling. and Subsistence 
Allqwances to Councillors) (No.2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973 there 
shall be substituted the Schedule to these regulations. 

S~aled with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 1st February 1979. 

(L.s.) J. A. D. Higgins 
Senior Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 

"SCHEDULE 1. 

Regulation 4(2) 

Regulation 3(1)(b) 

Rules With reSpect' to the payment of subsistence allowances 

1. Subsistence allowance shall be payable in respect of both an absence 
involving an absence overnight from the usual place of residence and an absence 
not involving an absence overnight from the usual place of residence. 

2.-(1) The'rates of subsistence allowance shall be determined by the council, 
or as the case may be by the joint committee, in respect ·of the periods of absence 
specified in sub-paragraph (2), but shall not exceed such rates as the Department 
may from time to time determine. 

(2) The periods flpecified for the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) are:-
(a) periods involving an absence overnight from the usual place of 

residence; and 
(b) periods not involving an absence overnight from the usual place of 

residence-
(i) of more than four but not mbr~ than eight hours; 

(iI) of more than eight but not more thi:m twelve hours; 
(iii) of more than twelve but not more than sixteen hours; and 
(iv) of more than sixteen hours. 

3. The rates determined in respect of an absence overnight from the usual 
place of residence shall cover a continuous period of absence of twenty-four hours. 

4. Any rate determined shall be reduced by an appropriate amount in respect 
of any meal provided free of charge by any body during the period to which the 
allowance relates. ' . 

5.-(1) For an absence' from the usual place of reside.p.ce overnight in London, 
or exceptionally in any other place in the British Islands' approved by the Depart­
ment, the rates may be increased by a supplementary allowance of such amount 
as the council, or as the case may be the joint committee, decide but not exceeding 
such amount as the Department may from time to time determine. 

(2) For the purpos~ of this paragraph London means the City of London and 
the London Boroughs of Camden, Greenwich, Hackney, Hammersmith, Islington, 
Kensington and Chelsea, Lambeth, Lewisham, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, 
Wandsworth and Westminster." 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

The regulations amend the exi~ting regulations relating to the payment of 
travelling and subsistence allowances to councillors and committee members 
of district councils to enable councils to pay such allowances provided that 
payments shall not exceed the amount or rates as the Department of the 
Environment may determine from time to time. 

The regulations have effect from 31st January 1979 in order to maintain 
parity of treatment with similar allowances in England and Wales. 

Retrospective effect is authorised by section 18 of the Administration and 
FinanCial Provisions Act (Northern Ireland) 1962. 
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