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1979 No. 365 

ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 

Disabled Persons (Badges for Motor Vehicles) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1979 

Ma,de 

Coming into .operation 

10th October 1979 

31st October 1979 

The Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred on it by section 14 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Persons (Northern Ireland) Act 1978(a) and of every other power enabling it 
in that behalf hereby makes the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Disabled Persons (Badges for 

Motor Vehicles) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1979 and shall come into 
operation on 31st October 1979. 

Interpretation 
2. In these regulations:-
"the Act of 1970" means the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970(b); 
"the Department" means the Department of the Environment for Northern 

Ireland; 
"bus lane" means a road, or part of the width of a road, the use of which 

by vehicles is restricted by or under any enactment, either in both 
directions or in one direction only and either at all times or at particular 
times only, to anyone or more of the following categories of vehicles:-
(a) public service vehicles (as defined in section 190(1) of the Act of 

1970) or particular classes of such vehicles; 
(b) vehicles (not being motor cars) which are similar in construction 

to public service vehicles and are being used for the carriage of 
passengers, or particular classes of such vehicles; 

(c) taxis; 
(d) cycles. 

and "bus lane restriction" in relation to a bus lane, means the restriction by 
virtue of which the particular road or the particular part of the width of a 
road, is a bus lane; 

"disabled person" means a disabled person of a description prescribed by 
regulation 4; 

"disabled person's vehicle" means a motor vehicle which:­
(a) is driven by a disabled person; or 
(b) is used -by an institution for carrying disabled persons as passengers; 

or 
(c) is otherwise used for carrying disabled persons as passengers and is' 

either:-

(a) 1978 c. 53 
(b) 1970 c. 2 (N.l.) 
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(i) a vt<hicle which is constructed or adapted: for -the carriage of not 
more than 12 passengers (e~clusive of the driver) and is not a 
public service vehicle (as defined in section 190(1) of the Act of 
1970) or 

(ii) a dual-purpose vehicle as defined in section 190(1) of the Act of 
'1970 as amended by the Roads and, Road Traffic (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1978(c) 

and is in each case, a vehicle which, immediately before or after any period ()f 
waiting allowed by virtue of a provision of a kind required by regulation 9 to 
be included in an instrument under the Act of 1970 has been or is to be driven 
by a disabled person, or as the case may be, has been or is to be u$ed for 
carrying disabled persons as passengers; 

"disabled person's badge" has the meaning assigned by regulation 3; 
"institution" means an institution co~cerned with the care of the disabled; 
~'section 14" means section 14 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled 

Persons (Northern Ireland) Act 1978. 

Form of badge 
. 3. The badge to be issued by the Department for motor vehicles driven by, 

or used for the carriage of, disabled persons (hereinafter referred to as a 
."disabled person's badge") shall-

(a) in the case of a badge issued by virtue 'of regulation 4 be in the form 
shown in diagram 1 in Part I of the schedule; 

. (b) in the case of a badge issued· by virtue of regulation 5 be in the form 
shown in diagram 2 in the said Part I; 

and shall comply with the specification set out in Part II of the schedule. 

D~scription of disabled persons 
4. A disabled person shall be eligible to apply for the issue to him of a 

disabled person's badge for one or· more motor vehicles, if he is a person wh0-'-
(a) by reason of his disability, uses a motor vehicle provided for him by 

the Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland or 
by the Department of Health and Social Security or is in reQeipt of a 
grant under article 30 of the Health. and Personal Social Services 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1972(d); or 

(b) by reas<;>n of his disability, uses a motor vehicle whicb, is exempted or 
is eligible to be exempted from any duty under the Vehicles (Excise) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1972(e) by virtue of section 4(1)(g) o! 7(2) 
thereof;. or 

(c) has amputation or absence of a limb which causes considerable 
difficulty in walking; or . 

Cd) suffers from defects of the spine or of the central nervous system or 
other m6tor defect which make~ COntrol of the lower limbs difficult; qr 

(e) has some other permanent and. substantial disability. which causes 
considerable difficulty in walking; or 

(f) is registered with a Health and Social Services Board as a biind person; 
or 

(g) is dependent upon the ust< oia wheelchair outside his home, 

ee) S.l. 1978/1051 (N.I. 21) 
(d) S.I. 1971,/1265 (N.I. 14) . 
(e) 19n e. 10 (N.I.) and in so far ai ~ection; 7(2) is concerned as substituted by 1978 

c. ~2 s. 9(1) 
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Institution for disa.bled 
s. Ali institution shall be eligible to apply for the issue to it of a disabled 

person's badge for any motor vehicle or, as the· case. maY·be. ~or each motor 
vehicle. used by or on behalf of the institution to carry dfsabled persons. 

Period of issue of badges and duplicates 
6.-(1) A disabled person's badge shall be issued for a period of three 

years beginning with the date upon which it is issued. 

'(2) A duplicate badge may be issued, if the badge which it will replace has 
been lost or stolen or has become so mutilated or faded as to cease to be 
effectively legible when displayed on a vehicle, and shall be issued only for 
such period as remains unexpired of the period of issue of the badge which it 
will replace. 

Grounds for refusing to. issue badge 
7.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Department- may refuse to issue a 

disabled person's badge only-
(a) if an application for a badge (other than a duplicat~ badge) is not 
.. accompanied by a certificate by a medical practitioner, to the effect that 

the applicant is a disabled person or that the institution named in the 
application is concerned with the care· of disabled persons of such a 
description~ or . 

(b) if a badge already issued to an applicant has become due for return 
to the Department in any of the circumstances specified in regulation 
8(f) at (g). 

(2) Paragraph (l)(a) shall not apply in relation to an application by a 
disabled person if the application is made on the grounds that he is a disabled 
person of a description prescribed by paragraph (b) of regulation 4 and he 
produces to the Department the current document in the form of a licence for 
his vehicle issued under paragraph (3A)(b) of regulation 27 of the Road 
Vehicles (Registration and Licensing) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(f) 
which relates to the registration and licensing of vehicles exempt from excise 
duty. 

Return of badge to issuing authority 
8. A disabled person's badge (including a duplicate badge) shall be 

returned immediately to the Department: on the occurrence of any of the 
following circumstances-

(a) if it ceases to be required for the motor vehicle or all the motor vehicles 
in respect of which it was issued; 

(b) on the expiry of the period for which it was issued; 
(c) on the death of the holder, where the holder is other than an institution; 
(d) if the holder (not being an institution) ceases to be eligiQle to obtain a 

. badge under regulation 4; 
(e) if an institution to which a badge has been issued ceases to be con­

cerned with the care of disabled persons of a description prescribed by 
regulation 4; 

(f) if the badge has been obtained by false representation; 

(f) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1973 No. 490 (II, p. 2818) 



No. 365 Road Ti"afjic and Vehicles 1551 

(g}. if it is. displayed :on a motor vehicle at times when the vehicle is not 
being used by. or for the carriage of, adisabledpersonofilny ·des9rip· 
.tion presc.ribed by regulation.4; 

(h) where a duplicate badge has been . issued. to replace a badge· lost or 
stolen. and the badge replaced is subsequently found or recovered. 

. . 

Exemptions for vehicles displaying disabled persons' badges from provisions 
in instrwnents . . . . . 
9.-(1) Where an instrument made,. or having effect as if made, .under 

section 19 of the Act of 1970(g) includes a provision which prohibits the' wait· 
ing of vehicles or of any class of vehicleS; ,in a road or part of' a r(!)adand the 
provision is one which in relation to any particular vehicle prohibits that 
vehicl~ froll! wfliting in·that. road or that part Of a road eith~r-

(a) beyond a specified period ·of waiting by that vehicle permitted ;by that 
provision; or 

(b) if less. thana specified period has elapsed since a previouscperiodof. 
. waiting by that vehicle in that road or that part of a road, as the case 

may be, 
then U11less an instrument .made U11der that se9tion specifically provides to. the 
con,trary any. disa~led· person's vehicle which displays in the ·relevant position 
a disabled person's badge issued by the Department s.p'all be exempt from· alJy, 
such prohibiti()n. . 

(2) Where.an instrument' made, or having effect as if made,.u:ndet·section 
19 of the Act of 1970 includes a provision which-
. (a) prohibits the· waiting ·(!)f vehicles, or any classes of vehicles, in a road OJ 

. part-of a road, except for the· p'utpose of loading or un16~ding; and 
(b) in relation to a particular vehicle would have the effect ·of prohibiting 

that vehicle from waiting in tb.at road Qr that part of a road at all times 
iii any day or during one or. mo~e specified ·periods in any day; and 

(c) is not a prOVision applying to a ·bus hine at a time when the bus lane 
restriction:. is in .operation;. and 

(d) is nqta provision to which paragraph (1) refers; 
then unless an instrument made under that section specifically provides to the 
contrary the vehicles referred to in paragraph (3) shall tie exempt from such 
prohibitions to the extent described in paragraph (4). 

(3) The vehicles referred to in paragraph (2) are any disabled person's 
vehicle in relation to which the following requirements are satisfied, namely 
that-

(a) in all cases a disabled person's badge is displayed in the relevant 
position on the vehicle; and 

(b) in the case mentioned in paragraph (4)(b), a parking disc. issued by the 
Department complying with the requirements of the British Standard 
Specification for Parking Discs (BS No 4631: 1970), coloured orange, 
and capable of shoWing the quarter hour period during which a period 
of waiting begins, is displayed in a relevant position 01:1 the vehicle. and 
the driver, or other person in charge of the vehicle, marks on the park. 
ing disc the time at which the period of waiting has begun. 

(4) The extent of the exemption referred to in paragraph (2) is :-

(g) substituted by art. 14 and schedule 2 to S.I. 1978{1051 (N.I. 21) 
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(a) ina. case where the period of the prohibition is of two hours' duratio:n 
or less. the whole of that period, and 

(b) in a case where the period of the prohi~ition is of more than two hour~' 
duration, a period of two hours (not being a period separated by an 
interval of less than one. hour from a previous period of waiting by the 
same vehicle in the same road or part of a road ·on the same day). . 

(5) Where an inStrument made, or . having effect as jf made, under section 
90 of the Act of 1970 includes a provision for-

(a) a charge for a vehicle, or a vehicle of any class, left in a parking place; 
(b) a time limit in relation to the leaving of, or waiting by. vehicles, or· 

vehicles of any class. in a l'arking place; or 
(c) a period which must elapse before a vehicle which has been taken away 

from a parking place may again be l<:;ft therein, 
then unless an instrument made under that section specifically provides to the 
contra,ry any disabled person's vehicle which displays in the relevant position. 
a disabled person's badge issued by the Department shall be exempt from such 
provision. 

(6) For the purposes of this regulation and any instrument referred to 
therein. a vehicle shall be: regarded as displaying a disabled person's badge' in· 
the relevant position when-

(a) in the case of a vehicle fitted with a ftont windscreen, the badge i§ 
exhibited thereon with the obverse side facing forwards on the near-side· 
of and immediately behind the windscreen; and 

(b) in the case of a vehicle not fitted with a front windscreen, the badge is 
exhibited in a conspicuous position oil the front or near~side of the 
vehicle. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
,Northern Ireland on 10th October 1979. 

(L.S.) T. I. McCormick 
Senior Assistant Secretary 
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OBVERSE 

Road Traffic and Vehlcles 

SCHEDULE 

" PART I 

Diagram 1 

FORM OF BADGE FOR A DISABLED PERSON 

DISABLED 
PERSONS' BADGE 

"Name of Holder ...... , ........................... . 
(CAPITALS) 

The holder of this badge 
suffers from a severe 
physical handicap which 
impairs mobility, or is a 
registered blind person 

REVERSE 

CONDITIONS 

THIS BADGE 

1. IS FOR USE BYTHE HOLDER ONLY. 
2. DOES NOT-IN ITSELFCONFER ANY 

LEGAL RIGHT TO WAIT IN PLACES 
WHERE WAITING IS RESTRICTED. 

3. MAY BE DISPLAYED ON A VEHICLE" 
ONLY while it is being used by the 
holder. 

The vehicle should be moved ita police 
officer·in uniform or a traffic warden so 
requests. MISUSE" can iead to 
withdrawal of the badge. 

Official stamp of issuing authority 

1553 
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OBVERSE 

Road Traffic and Vehicles 

PART! 

Diagram 2 

FORM OF BADGE FOR AN INSTITUTION 

I NSTITUT ION 
FOR THE DISABLED 

. The' driver of this vehicle is 
'conveying a severely 

or blind passenger, or Da •• s"",naer!'; 
on behalf of , . 

........................................... 

REVERSE 

(CAPITALS) 

Dept. of the Environment (N.J.) 

Valid Until ............................... . 

COND.ITID.NS 

1. is for uso by the holder only 

2. does not in itself confer any legal 
rlghtto wait in places Where waiting 
is restricted 

3. may be displayed on a vehicllil ONLY 
while it is being \lsed for the CZlrriage 
of disabled or .reglstered blind 
passengers 

The vehicle should be moved if a police 
officer in uniform or a traffic warden so 
requests. MiSUSE can lead to withdrawal 
of the badge 

No. 365 
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The ba~ge shall: ~ 

Road Traffic and Vehicles, 

PAI.tT II 

SPECIFICATION 

1555, 

(a) b!! dh:;ular in, shape and not more than 75 rom nor less than ,10 Ii:un'in 
diameter; . . 

('b) conta,ih t.Q.~~YII1bol ap.d 't:Q,eP!lrticrilars shown in any of the diagr;ims in 
Part lof thi~ Schedulepl;'ip.ted in blac1e; . , . 

(c) otherwise 'on the obverse side be coloured orange; and 
(d) in the 'case of a dnplicatebadge be marked "duplicate" on the obverse side. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but (s itttended io indicate 
their general purport.) 

.These regulations give effect to section 14 of t4e Chronically Sick and 
Disab~ed Persons (Northern Ireland) Act 1978. TheY prescribe the form of 
p~dges .to be is!!ueg. for rtl()top vehiCles driven 1:lY or used for the carrjage of 
prescribed di~abled person~. and dell,t wit!}. incidental platters in cOnnection 
with such badge$~ They exempt 'vehiCles' displaying such badges in the pre­
scribed position from certain provisions in instrumehtsmade or having effect 
as if made under section 19 or 90 of the Road ·Traffic Act (Northern Ireland)' 
1970 in respect of time limits for ahd prohibition of parking in streets and the 
payment of charges therefor. 

These regulations do not permit vehicles displaying the aforesaid badge'S 
to park in ,contravention of a clearwayorder. 
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