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1983 No. 137 

ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 

Motor Vehicles. (Construction and Use) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1983 

Made 

'. Coming into operation 

1st June 1983 

18th July 1983 

Thebepartment of the Envitonme'nt, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 
Articles 28(1 ) and 218(1) of the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981 (a) and of 
every other power enabling it in that behalf hereby makes the following Regulations: 

Citation and commencement . 
1. These regulations. may be <;:jted as the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 

(AmeIiOment No. 2) Regplatiops (Northern Ireland) 1983 and shall come into 
operation on 18th July 1983. 

Regulations amended 
2. the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

1976(b) sl1allbe amended as follows: 
(i) In regulation 3(1)(interpretation) in the definition of "overalllength"­
(a) ,the wQrd "or" at the end of sub-paragraph (iD shall be deleted; 
(b) for the words "of business;" at the end of sub-paragraph (Hi) there shall be 

substituted "of business, or"; and . 
(c) after sub-paragraph (iii) there shall be added-

"(iv) it is a plate, whether rigid or movable, fitted to a trailer constructed for 
the putpose of carrying other vehicles and designed to bridge the gap between that 
trailer and a motor vehicle constructed for that purpose and to which the trailer is. 
attached so that, while the trailer is attached to the motor vehicle, vehicles which 
are to be carried by .the motor vehicle maybe. moved from the trailer to the motor 
vehic1ebefore a journey· begins, and vehiCles which have been carried on the 

. motor vehicle may be moved from it to the trailer .·after a journey ends;". 
(2) In regulation lO(6)(b) (ovenilllength) after the word "part" there shall b.e 

inserted "forward of any front wall or rearward of any rear wall". 
(3) In regulation 40A'(rear under-run protection)-
(a). in paragraph (2)-

. (i) in sub~paragraph(g )., after the word" apparatus". there sh.all be inserted 
'" speciaIJy desigl).eci!' , 

Cii) afthe end of sub-paragrl\ph (I), "or" shall be deleted, 
(iii) atthe end of sub-paragraph (m), for the full stop there shaUbe substituted a 

semi-colon, and 
(iv) after sub-paragraph (m), there shall be inserted-

"(n) a vehicle fitted with a tail lift so constructed that the lift platform 
forms part bf the floor of the vehicle and this part has a length of at 

(a) S:I.198l/l54(N.L J.) 
(b). S.R.1976No.320as.amendedbyS.Rs. 1980No.164, 198~No. 62 and further amending instruments 

which are not relevant for the purpo~e . 
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least 1 metre measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
vehicle; 

(0) a trailer of a kind specified huegulation 3(l)(n) of the Motor Vehicles 
(Rear Markings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1983(a); or 

(P) a vehicle specially designed, and not merely adapted, for the carriage 
and mixing of liquid concrete. " 

(b) in paragraph (4) for the words "two or more devices which comply with the 
following requirements" there shall be substituted "one or more devices 
which do not protrude beyond the overall width of the vehicle (excluding any 
part of the device or devices) and which comply with the following 
requirements"; and 

(c) in paragraph (4)(b) , for the words "the vehicle;" there shall be substituted­
"the vehicle, and paragraph 11.5.4.2 in the Annex to the Council Directive(b) 
shall 'not have effect in a case where this requirement is met;" 

(4) In reglllation 40B (sideguards)-
(4) in paragraph (2)(b) for the full stop at the end there shall be substituted 

",or", and 
(b) after paragraph (2)(b) there shall be added-

"(c) until 1st January 1984, to a semi-trailer forming part of an articulated' 
vehicle the total Jaden weight of which does not exceed 32520 kilograms. " 

(5) In regulation 40C (sideguards)~-

(a) in paragraph (2)~ 
(i) "and" shall be deleted at the end of sub-paragraph (k), 

(ii) the full stop at the end of sub-paragraph (l) shall be substituted by a 
, semi-colon, and ' 

(iii) after sub-paragraph (I) there shall'be added-
"(m) a trailer specially designed and constructed, and not merely 

adapted, to carry other vehicles loaded on it from the front or the 
rear; 

(n) a trailer with a load platform-
(i) no part of any edge of which is more than 60 millimetres inboard 

from the plane described in paragraph (5}(c)(i), and 
(ii) the upper surface of which is not more than 750 millimetres from 

the ground over whichever distance specified in paragraph (5)(d) 
to (g) would be applicable to the trailer if this exemption did not 
apply to it; and 

(0) a trailer of a kind specified in regulation 3(l)(n) of the Motor 
Vehicles (Rear Markings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1983. " 

(b) in paragraph (5)-
(i)' for sub-paragraph (a) there shall be substituted-

,"(a) the outermost surface of every sideguard shall be smooth, 
essentially rigid and either flat or horizontally corrugated;" 

(ii) in sub-paragraph (b), after the words "level ground" there shall be added 
"and in the case of a semi-trailer when its load platform is horizontal", 

(iii) in sub-paragraph (c)-

(a) S.R. 1983 No. 129 
(b) Council Directive-Council Directive 70/22I1EEC of 20th March, 1970 (O.J: L76, 6.4.1970, p. 23) 

as amended by Commission Directive 79/490/EEC of 18th I\;priI,1 979 (O.J. L!28, 26.5. 1979, p. 22) 
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(A) in (i) after the word "cut" where-it first occurs there shall be added 
"within 1.85 metres from t\1e ground", 

CB) for Cii), there shall be substituted-
"(ii) in a case where the structure is not cut by the plane described in 

(i) of this sub-paragraph within 1.85 metres from the ground and 
the upper surface of the load carrying structure of the vehicle is 
less than 1.5 metres from the ground, less than the height of that 
surface; and", 

(C) (Hi) shall be deleted, and 
(D) (iv) shall be re-numbered (iii); and 

(c) for paragraph (6) there shali be substituted-
"(6) The provisions of paragraph (4) shall apply-

(a) in the case of an extendible trailer when it is, by virtue of the 
extending mechanism, extended to a length greater than its minimum, 
so as not to require, in respect of any additional distance solely 
attributable to the extension, compliance with the specifications 
mentioned in paragraph (5)(d) to (g); 

(b) in the case of a vehicle designed and constructed,and not merely 
adapted, to be fitted with a demountable body or to carry a container 
(as defined in regulation 86A(4», when it is not fitted with a 
demountable body or carrying such a container as if it were fitted with 
such a body or carrying such a container; and 

(c) only so far as is practicable in the case of-
(i) a vehicle designed solely for the carriage of a fluid substance in a 

closed tank which is permanently fitted to the vehicle and 
provided with valves and hose or pipe connections for loading or 
unloading; and 

(ii) a vehicle which requires additional stability during loading or 
unloading or while being used for operations for which it is 
designed or adapted and is fitted on one or both sides with an 
extendible device to provide such stability. ~' . 

(6) After regulation 67 there shall be inserted'-­
"Minimum ground clearance 

67A.-(1) Every trailer which is-
(a) a goods vehicle; and 
(b) manufactured on or after 1st April 1984 

shall have a minimum ground clearance of not less than 160 millimetres -if the 
trailer has an axle interspace of more than: 6 metres but less than 11.5 metres,. and a 
minimum ground clearance of not less than 190 millimetres if the trailer has an 
axle interspace of 11.5 metres or more. 

(2) In this regulation­
"axle interspace" means-
(a) in the case of a semi-trailer, the distance between the point of support of 

the semi-trailer at its forward end and, if it has only one axle, the centre of 
that axle or, if it has more than one axle, the point half way between the 
centre of the rearmost axle at the rear and the centre of the foremost axle at 
the rear, and . 

(b) in the case of any other trailer, the distance between the centre of its front 
axle or, if it has more than one axle at the front, the point half way· 
between the centre of the foremost axle at the front and the centre of the 
rearmost axle at the f~ont, and the centre of it!? r~ar axle or ... if it has mor~ 
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than one axle at the rear, the point half way between the centre of the 
foremost axle at the rear and the centre of the rearmost axle at the rear; 

"ground clearance" means the shortest distance between the lowest part of that 
portion of the trailer (excluding any part of a suspension, steering or 
braking system attached to any axle, any wheel and any air skirt) which 
lies within the area formed by the over:all width of the trailer and the 
middle 70'per cent. of the axle interspace and the ground ascertained when 
the trailer-

(a) is fitted with suitable tyres which are inflated to a ,pressure 
recommended by the manufacturer, and 

(b) is as near as may be horizontal and standing on ground which is 
reasonably flat. " , 

(7) In regulation 78 (laden weight of vehicle and trailer), in item 1 of the Table, for 
the words" A wheeled trailer which - " there shall be substituted" A wheeled trailer 
drawn by a wheeled motor tractor, a wheeled heavy motor car or a wheeled motor car, 
and which -" . 

(8) In Part III of Schedule 4, in item 1 , in column 2(a) and (b) for the words" less 
than 2.2" there shall be substituted "at least 2.0". 

(9) After'regulation 114 there shall be inserted-

"Use of plates etc. between motor vehicle and trailer 
114A.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2), no person shall use or cause or 

permit to be used any motor vehicle constructed for the purpose of carrying other 
vehicles or any trailer constructed' for that purpose so that while such vehicle or 
trailer is on a road any part of the weight of any vehicle which is being carried rests. 
on a plate of a kind mel1tioned in paragraph (iv) in the definition in regulation 3(1) 
of "overall length" . 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not apply-

(a) while the motor vehicle or trailer constructed for the purpose of carrying 
other vehicles is being loaded or unloaded; or 

(b) if the plate is folded ,or withdrawn so that it cannot be used for the purpose 
mentioned in paragraph (1).". 

(10) After regulation 128 there shall be inserted-

"Maintenance of ground clearance of trailers 
128A.-(l) Save as provided in paragraph (2), every trailer to which 

regulation 67 A applies shall when the trailer is in use on a road be maintained so 
that its minimum grou~d clearance is not less than thll;t specified in paragraph (1) 
of that regulation. 

(2) The requirement specified in paragraph (1) shall not apply-

(a) to a trailer fitted with a suspension system with which, by the operation of 
a control, the trailer may be lowered or raised-
(i) while that system is being operated to enable the trailer to pass under 

a bridge or other obstruction over a road, and 

(ii) to the extent that suph system is operated so that no part of the trailer 
(excluding any wheel) touches the ground oris likely to do so; or 

(b) to a trailer while it is being loaded or unioaded. " 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for Northern 
Ireland on 1st June 1983. 

(L.S.) J. -M. Irvine 
Assistant Secretary' 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations.) 
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These Regulations further amend the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976 as follows:-

1. (a) The overall length of a trailer constructed for the purpose of carrying other 
vehicles does not include a plate, whether rigid or movable, fitted to a 
trailer so that vehicles which are to be carried by the motor vehicle may be 
moved from the trailer to the motor vehicle before the journey begins, and 
vehicles which pave been carried.on the motor vehicle may be moved from 
it to the trailer after it journey ends (regulation 2(1»; and 

(b) No person shall use or cause or permit to be used any such motor vehicle or 
trailer on a road so that any part of the weight of any vehicle which is being 
carried rests on such plate except while the carrying vehicle is being loaded 
or unloaded or if the plate is folded or withdrawn so that it cannot be used 
for the purpose mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) (regulation 2(9». 

2. (a) A new .regulation, numbered 67 A, is added requiring every trailer which 
is- . 

(i) a goods vehicle, and 
(ii) manufactured on or after 1st April 1984 

and which has an axle interspace of more than 6 metres to have a certain 
minimum groundc1earance (the new regulation contains definitions of the 
expressions "axle interspace" and "ground clearance") (regulation 2(6»; 
and ' 

(b) A hew regulation numbered 128A, is added requiring every trailer to which 
regulation 67 A applies to be maintained when the trailer is used on a road so 
that its minimum ground clearance is not less than that specified in 
regulation 67 A. This requirement does not apply in respect of a suspension 
system while it is being operated to enable the trailer to pass under a bridge 
or other obstruction and so that no part of the trailer, excluding any wheel, 
touches or is likely to touch the ground, or in respect of a trailer while it is 
being loaded or unloaded (regulation 2(10». 

3.(a) The exemptions fro'm the requirements about fitting a rear under-run 
protection device are refined in respect of vehicles described in regulation 
40A(2)(g) and extended in relation to certain vehicles with tail lifts to 
certain trailers temporarily in Northern Ireland and to certain concrete 
mixers (regulation 2(3)(a», and the requirements relating to a vehicle fitted 
with a tail lift, bodywork or other part which renders its being equipped 
with such a device impracticable are modified (regulation 2(3)(b». 

(b) The requirements which apply on and after 1st May 1983 about sideguards 
are amended so as not to apply until 1st January 1984, to a semi-trailer 
forming part of an articulated vehicle the total laden weight of which does 
not exceed 32520 kilograms (regulation 2(4». 

(c) The requirements about sideguards are amended so as not to apply to a 
trailer specially designed and constructed, and not merely adapted, to carry 
other vehicles loaded on it, a vehicle with a certain kind of load platform, 
and in certain circumstances a trailer temporarily in Northern Ireland 
(regulation 2(5)(a». The specifications about sideguards are modified, in 
respect of the technical requirements (regulation 2(5)(b» and in the 
application of those requirements to extendible trailers and vehicles 
designed and constructed to carry a demountable body or a container 
(re~ulation 2(5)(c». 
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(d) Minor refinements are made to the provisions relating to the determination 
Of overall length of vehicles (regulation 2(2)), the laden weight of a vehicle 
and its trailer (regulation 2(7)) and to the maximum weight of articulated 
vehic~es (regulation 2(8)). 
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