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1991 No. 488 

SOCIAL SECURITY; STATUTORY MATERNITY PAY 

The Social Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 

Made 

Coming into operation 

31 st October 1991 

1st November 1991 

The Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland, in 
exercise of the powers conferred on it by sections 104(5)(a), 115(1) and 
154A(1) of, and paragraph 2 of Schedule 13 to, the Social Security (Northern 
Ireland) Act 1975(a) and Articles 52(1)(a) to (e) and (q) and 55 of, and 
paragraph 6( a) of Schedule 4 to, the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 
1986(b) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the 
following regulations: 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-(1) These regulations may be cited as the Social Security 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1991 and shall come into operation on 1st November 1991. 

(2) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(c) shall apply to these 
regulations as it applies to a Measure of the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

Amendment of the Social Security (Medical Evidence) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1976 
2.-(1) Schedule 2 to the Social Security (Medical Evidence) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976(d) shall be amended in accordance with 
paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) In Part I (rules), in paragraph 4--,' 
(a) in sub-paragraph (b) the words "where this is later than the actual 

confinement" shall be omitted; and 

(a) 1975 c. 15; section 104(5) was added by paragraph 9(d) of Schedule 5 to the Social Security (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1986 (S.I. 1986/1888 (N.I. 18)) and paragraph (a) was amended by paragraph 11(3) of 
Schedule 3 to the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (S.I. 1989/1342 (N.I. 13)). Section 
154A was inserted by Article 17 of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (S.I. 198511209 
(N.I. 16)), substituted by paragraph 56 of Schedule 9 to the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 
1986 and extended by paragraph 32 of that Schedule, paragraphs «(I) and (b) of subsection (1) were 

- substituted -by paragraph 8 of Schedule 8 to the SocialSecurity (Northern Ireland) Order .1989 and 
subsection (1) was amended by Article 8(1) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1990 (S.I. 
1990/1511 (N.I. 15)). Sections 104(5)(a) and 115(1) and paragraph 2 of Schedule 13 were extended 
by Article 53(3) and (6) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 

(b) S.I. 1986/1888 (N.I. 18) 
(c) 1954 c. 33 (N.I.) 
(d) S.R. 1976 No. 175; relevant amenqing regulations are S.R. 1987 No. 117 
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(b) in sub-paragraph (e) for "registered midwife eith.er her registered 

number or address" there shall be substituted' 'registered midwife the 
personal identification number given to her by the United Kingdom 
Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting 
("UKCC") on her registration in Part 10 of the register maintained 
under section 10 of the Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors Act 
1979(a) and the expiry date of that registration". 

(3) For Part II (form of maternity certificate) there shall be substituted the 
Part set out in Schedule 1 to these regulations. 

Amendment of the Statutory Maternity Pay (General) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1987 . 
3. In regulation 32 of the Statutory Maternity Pay (General) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1987 (b) (penalties) after "25," there shall be inserted' 
"25A," . 

Amendment of the Social Security (Adjudication) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1987 
4.-(1) The Social Security (Adjudication) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 1987(c) shall be amended in accordance with paragraphs (2) to (4). 
(2) In regulation 69 (review in income support cases) after paragraph (4) 

there shall be added the following paragraphs-
"(5) Where a claimant in receipt of income support, other than a 

claimant to whom Part II of Schedule 4 to the Income Support (General) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(d) applies, lives in a nursing home 
or home for persons in need and is absent from the home for a period of 
less than one week, that absence shall not be treated as a relevant change 
of circumstances for the purposes of section 104(1)(b) and (bb) of the 
1975 Act(e). 

(6) In paragraph (5) "nursing home" and "home for persons in 
need" have the same meanings as they have in regulation 19 of the 
Income Support (General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(f).". 
(3) After regulation 69 there shall be inserted the following regulation­
"Repayment of student loan not a change of circumstances for income 

support 
69A. The repayment of a loan to which regulation 66A of the Income 

Support (General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(g) (treatment of 
student loans) applies shall not be treated as a relevant change of 
circumstances for the purposes of section 1 04( 1)( b) and (bb) of the 1975 
Act." . 

(a) 1979 c. 36 
(b) S.R. 1987 No. 30; regulation 25A was inserted by S.R. 1990 No. 112 
(c) S.R. 1987 No. 82; relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1987 No. 466 
(d) S.R. 1987 No. 459; relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 146 and S.R. 1991 No. 338 
(e) Subsection (I) was substituted by paragraph 9(a) of Schedule 5 to the Social Security (Northern 

Ireland) Order 1986 and subsection (l)(bb) was inserted by paragraph 11(1) of Schedule 3 to the 
Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 

(t") Relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 318 
(g) Regulation 66A was inserted by S.R. 1990 No. 297 and amended by S.R. 1991 Nos. 46 and 338 
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(4) After regulation 70 (review in family credit cases) there shall be 

inserted the following regulation-
"Repayment of student loan not a change of circumstances for family 

credit 
70A. The repayment of a loan to which regulation 42A of the Family 

Credit (General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(a) (treatment of 
student loans) applies shall not be treated as a relevant change of 
circumstances for the purposes of section 104(1)(b) and (bb) of the 1975 
Act." . 

Amendment of the Statutory Maternity Pay (Medical Evidence) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1987 
5.-(1) The Schedule to the Statutory Maternity Pay (Medical Evidence) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(b) shall be amended in accordance with 
paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) In Part I (rules), in paragraph 4-
(a) in sub-paragraph (b) the words "where this is later than the actual 

confinement" shall be omitted; and 
(b) in sub-paragraph (e) for "registered midwife either her registered 

number or address" there shall be substituted' 'registered midwife the 
personal identification number given to her by the United Kingdom 
Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting 
("UKCC") on her registration in Part 10 of the register maintained 
under section 10 of the Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors Act 
1979 and the expiry date of that registration". 

(3) For Part II (form of maternity certificate) there shall be substituted the 
Part set out in Schedule 2 to these regulations. 

Amendment of the Social Security (Claims and Payments) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1987 
6.-(1) The Social Security (Claims and Payments) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1987(c) shall be amended in accordance with paragraphs 
(2) to (7). 

(2) In regulation 2(1) (interpretation) the definition of "period of cold 
weather" shall be omitted. 

(3) In regulation 6(3) (date of claim) the words' 'or expenses for heating, 
which appear to the Department to have been or to be likely to be incurred in 
cold weather" shall be omitted. 

(4) In regulation 13 (advance claims and awards)-
(a) in paragraph (3) at the beginning there shall be inserted "Subject to 

paragraph (4),"; and 

(a) S.R. 1987 No. 463; regulation 42A was inserted by S.R. 1990 No. 297 and amended by S.R. 1991 
No. 326 

(b) S.R. 1987 No. 99 
.(c) S.R. 1987 No. 465; relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 Nos. 67.141 and 369. S.R. 1989 

No. 40 and S.R. 1990 No. 398 
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(b) after paragraph (3) there shall be added the following paragraphs­

"(4) Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply to a claim for family credit 
made~ 

(a) on or after 10th March 1992 and before 7th April 1992; 
(b) in respect of a period beginning on or after 7th April 1992; and 
(c) by a person who, or, if he is a member of a married or 

unmarried couple, he or the other member of the couple, is 
engaged and normally engaged in remunerative work for not 
less than 16 but less than 24 hours a week on the date the claim 
is made. 

(5) In paragraph (4)(c) "remunerative work" and "engaged 
and normally engaged in remunerative work" shall be construed in 
accordance with regulations 4 and 5 respectively of the Family Credit 
(General) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(a).". 

(5) In regulation 19(4) (time for claimimg benefit) the words "or 
expenses for heating, which appear to the Department to have been or to be 
likely to be incurred in cold weather," shall be omitted. 

(6) In. Schedule 4 (prescribed times for claiming benefit) in column (2) 
opposite paragraph 7 after sub-paragraph (b) there shall be added the 
following sub-paragraph-

" ( c) where a claim for family 
credit is treated as if made for 
a period beginning with the 
relevant day by virtue of 
regulation 13, the period 
beginning on 10th March 
1992 and ending on 6th April 
1992.". 

(7) In Schedule 8A (deductions from benefit .and direct payment to third 
parties)-

(a) in paragraph 1 (interpretation)-
(i) for the definition of "5 per cent. of the personal allowance for a 

single claimant aged not less than 25 years" anq "10 per cent. of 
the personal allowance fora single claimant aged not less than 25 
years" there shall be substituted the following definition~ 
" "5 per cent. of the personal allowance for a single claimant 

aged not less than 25 years" means where the percentage is 
not a mUltiple of 5 pence the sum obtained by rounding that 
5 per cent. to the next higher such multiple;" , 

(ii) after the definition of "5 per cent. of the personal allowance for a 
single claimant aged not less than 25 years" there shall be inserted 
the following definition-
" "hostel" means an establishment other than a home for persons 

in need or nursing home within the meaning of regulation 

(a) Relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 303, S.R. 1990 No. 138 and S.R. 1991 No. 326. 
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19(2) of the Income Support Regulations(a) or residential 
accommodation within the meaning of regulation 21(3) of 
those regulations(b)-
(a) in which there is provided for persons generally, or for a 

class of persons, accommodatio~, otherwise than in 
separate and self-contained premises, and either board 
or facilities of a kind set out in paragraph 4A(1)(d) 
adequate to the needs of those persons; and-

(b) which is-
(i) managed by or owned by a housing association 

registered with the Department of the Environment 
in accordance with Article 124 of the Housing 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981(c), 

(ii) operated other than on a commercial basis and in 
respect of which funds are provided wholly or in part 
by a government department or public body, or 

(iii) managed by a voluntary organisation or charity and 
provides care, ·suPPQrt or supervision with a, view to 
assisting those persons to b<;: rehabilitated or resettled 

. within the community; 
(c) in head Ciii) "voluntary organisation" means any 

association carrying on any activities otherwise than for 
the purpose of ga,in by the association or by individual 
members thereof, but shall not include any public 
body;", 

(Hi) in the definition of "housing costs" after "l(a)," there shall be 
inserted "( aa)," and after "Regulations" there shall be added 
, 'and payments analogous to those specified in this definition" , 

(iv) in the definition of "mortgage payment" for "interest on a 
mortgage" there shall be substituted "interest on a loan whether 
or not secured by way of a mortgage", and 

(v) in the definition of' 'personal allowance for a single claimant aged 
not less than 25 years" for "paragraph l(1)(c)" there shall be 
substituted "paragraph l(1)(e)"; 

(b) in paragraph 2(1) (general) after head (b) there shall be inserted the 
following head-
"(bb) hostel payments;"; 

(c) in paragraph 4(3)(a) (miscellaneous accommodation costs) for 
"divided by the number of days in the part-week" there shall be 
substituted' 'divided by 7 and mUltiplied by the number of days in the 
part-week" ; 

(d)after paragraph 4 there shall be inserted the following paragraph-

(a) Relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 318 
(b) Relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1989 No. 139 and S.R. 1991 No. 345 
(c) S.!. 19811156 (N.!. 3) 
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"Hostel payments 

4A.-(1) This paragraph applies to a beneficiary if­
(a) he has been awarded income support; 
(b) he or his partner has claimed housing benefit; 
(c) he or his partner is resident in a hostel; and 

No. 488 

(d) the charge for that hostel includes a payment, whether direct or 
indirect, for one or more of the following services~ 
(i) a service charge for fuel, 

(ii) meals, 
(iii) laundry, 
(iv) cleaning (other than communal areas). 

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), where a beneficiary has been 
awarded specified benefit the adjudicating authority may determine 
that an amount of specified benefit shall be paid to the person or body 
to whom the charges referred to in sub-paragraph (l)(d) are or would 
be payable. 

(3) The amount of any payment to a third party under this 
paragraph shall be either-

(a) the aggregate of the amounts determined by the Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive in accordance with Schedule 1 to 
the Housing Benefit Regulations(a) (ineligible service 
charges) in respect of the charges referred to in sub-paragraph 
(1)(d); or 

(b) if no amount has been determined under head (a), an amount 
which the adjudicating authority estimates to be the amount 
which is likely to be so determined. 

(4) Sub-paragraph (2) shall not apply to a deduction in respect of a 
service charge for fuel if that charge is one such as is mentioned in 
paragraph 5(5) of Schedule 1 to the Housing Benefit Regulations 
(variable service charges for fuel) unless the adjudicating authority is 
satisfied on the evidence available at the date of the determination that 
the amount of the charge does not normally alter more than twice in 
anyone year. 

(5) Where an award of income support is calcu1ated in accordance 
with regulation 73(1) of the Income Support Regulations(b) the 
amount of any payment of income support to a third party determined 
under sub-paragraph (2) shall be an amount calculated in accordance 
with sub-paragraph (3)(a) or (b) divided by 7 and multiplied by the 
number of days in the part-week and no payment shall be made to a 
third party under this sub-paragraph where the Department certifies it 
would be impracticable to do so in that particular case. "; 

(a) S.R. 1987 No. 461; relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 314, S.R. 1989 No. 125 and 
S.R. 1991 Nos. 47, 77 and 337 

(b) Regulation 73(1) was inserted by S.R. 1988 No. 146 
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(e) in paragraph 6 (fuel costs)~ , 

(i) in sub-paragraph (2) for head (a) there shall be substituted the 
following head-
"(a) in respect of a debt to which sub-paragraph (1) applies a 

weekly amount equal to 5 per cent. of the personal allowance 
for a single claimant aged not less than 25 years, but where a 
debt remains outstanding in respect of more than one fuel 
item the aggregate of the amounts calculated under this head 
shall not exceed twice 5 per cent. of the personal allowance 
for a single claimant aged not less than 25 years;", and 

(ii) sub-paragraph (3) shall be omitted; and 
if) in paragraph 8(3) (aggregate amounts and maximum amount o:f 

payments to third parties) before" 5(2)" in both places where it occurs 
there shall be inserted "3(2)(a),". 

Amendment of the Social Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1990 
7. In regulation 9 of the Social Security (MiscellaneoJls Provisions) 

(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1990(a) for "(Amendment)" 
where it first occUrs there shall be SUbstituted "(Amendment No. 2)". 

Revocations 
8. The regulations specified in column (1) of Schedule 3 are revoked to 

the extent mentioned in column (3). 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health and Social 
Services for Northern Ireland on 31st October 1991. 

(L.s.) C. Davie 
Assistant Secretary 

Ca) S.R. 1990 No. 398 
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SCHEDULE 1 

No. 488 
Regulation 2(3) 

Part 11 of Schedule 2 to the Social Security (Medical Evidence) 
Regulations (Northern Irelan.d) 1976 as substituted by these regulations 

PART II 

Form of Maternity Certificate 

MATERNITY CERTIFICATE 

Please fill in this form in ink 

Name of patient .......................... . 

Part A 
Fill in this part if you are giving the 
certificate before the confinement. 

Do not fill this in more than 14 weeks 
before the week when the baby is 
expected. 

I certify that I examined you on the date 
given below, In my opinion you can 
expect to have your baby in the week 
that includes ........ .I .... .... .I ........ . 

We use week to mean the 7 days 
starting 
on a Sunday and ending on a 
Saturday. 

Date of examination ..... .I ..... .I .. .... . 

Date of signing ........ ./ ........ .I ....... . 

Signature ................................. . 

PartB 
Fill in this part if you are giving the 
certificate after the confinement. 

I certify that I attended you in 
connection with the birth which took 
place on 

. . ............ .1 ............. .I ............ . _ .. . 
when you were delivered of a child 
[ ] children. 

In my opinion your baby was expected 
in the week that includes .... .I .... ./ ..... 

Registered midwives 

Please give your UKCC Personal 
Identification Number and the expiry 
date of your registration with the 
UKCC. 

Doctors 

Please stamp your name and address 
here if the form has not been stamped 
by the Central Services Agency. 
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SCHEDULE 2 

2355 

Regulation 5(3) 

Part 11 of the Schedule to the Statutory Maternity Pay (Medical 
Evidence) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987 as substituted by these 

. regulations 

PART II 

Form of Maternity Certificate 

MATERNITY CERTIFICATE 

Please fill in this form in ink 

Nameofpatient .......................... . 

Part A 
Fill in this part if you are giving the 
certificate before the confinement. 

Do notfill this in more than 14 weeks 
before the week when the baby is 
expected. 

I certify that I examined you on the date 
given below. In my opinion you can 
expect to have yourbaby in the week 
that includes ........ .I ........ ./ ........ . 

We use week to mean the 7 days starting 
on a Sunday and ending on a Saturday. 

Date of examination ..... .I ..... ./ ...... . 

Date of signing ........ ./.. ...... .I ....... . 

Signature ................................. . 

PartB 
Fill in thispart if you are giving the 
certificate after the confinement. 

I certify that I attended you in 
connection with the birth which took 
place on 

. ............. ./ ............. ./ ............... . 
when you were delivered of a child 
[ ] children. 
In my opinion your baby was expected 
in the weekthat includes .... .I .... .I ..... . 

Registered midwives 

Please give your UKCC Personal 
Identification Number and the expiry 
date of your registration with the 
UKCC. 

Doctors 
Please stamp your name and.address 
here if the form has not been stamped 
by the Central Services Agency. 
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SCHEDULE 3 

Regulatious Revoked 

Column (1) Column (2) 
Citation Reference 

The Social Security (Claims S .R. 1987 
and Payments) Regulations No. 465 
(Northern Ireland) 1987 

The Social Security (Common S.R. 1988 
Provisions) (Miscellaneous No. 369 
Amendments) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1988 

No. 488 
Regulation 8 

Column (3) 
Extent of 

revocation 

Regulation 15A and in 
Schedule 4, in column (1) 
paragraph 9A, in column (2) 
the entry opposite'paragraph 
9A and also the definition of 
"designated National 
Climatological Message 
Station" 

Regulation 3(2)(b), (3), (4), 
(5) and (8) 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations.) 

These regulations correspond to provision contained in regulations made 
by the Secretary of State for Social Security in relation to Great Britain and 
accordingly, by virtue of section 10(2) of, and paragraph 21 of Schedule 3 to, 
the Social Security Act 1980 (c. 30), are not subject to the requirement of 
section 10(1) of that Act for prior reference to the Social Security Advisory 
Committee. 

In the Social Security (Medical Evidence) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1976 and the Statutory Maternity Pay.(Medical Evidence) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1987-

(a) the rules for the completion of maternity certificates are amended to 
provide that the expected week of confinement is completed in all 
cases and to reflect changes in the manner of registration of a midwife 
registered by the United Kingdom Central Council for Nursing, 
Midwifery and Health Visiting (regulations 2(2) and 5(2)); and 

(b) a new form of maternity certificate is prescribed (regulations 2(3) and 
5(3) and Schedules 1 and 2). 

Regulation 32 of the Statutory Maternity Pay (General) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1987 is amended to include a reference to regulation 25A 
(regulation 3). 
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In the Social Security (Adjudication) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1987-

Ca) regulation 69 is amended to provide that where a person who lives in a 
nursing home or home for persons in need is absent from it for less 
than a week that absence is not to be treated as a relevant change of 
circumstances for the purposes of reviewing his award of income 
support (regulation 4(2»; and 

(b) regulations 69A and 70A are inserted to provide that the repayment of 
a student loan is not to be treated as a relevant change of circumstances 
for the purposes of reviewing an award of income support or family 
credit respectively (regulation 4(3) and (4». 

In the Social Security (Claims and Payments) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1987 ("the Claims and Payments Regulations")-

(a) regulations 2(1), 6(3) and 19(4) are amended to omit provision 
relating to cold weather payments (regulations 6(2), (3) and (5»; 

(b) regulation 13 is amended to permit advance claims to be made for 
family credit during the period from 10th March 1992 to 6th April 
1992 in certain circumstances and paragraph 7 of Schedule 4 is 
amended by prescribing a time for claiming benefit where claims are 
made during that period (regulation 6(4) and (6»; and 

(c) Schedule8A is amended to make provision for payment of certain 
hostel charges to third parties and to reduce the level of deduc~ions 
from benefit for .arrears of fuel costs (regulation 6(7». // 

/ 
Regulation 8 revokes regulation 15A of, and paragraph 9A of Schedule 4 

to, the Claims and Payments Regulations and also con~£ins some 
consequential revocations. /' 

A number of other amendments of a minor drafting natUl'~ are also made. 
/ 
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