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HEALTH AND PERSONAL SOCIAL SERVICES 

General Medical and Pharmaceutical Services 
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 

Made 

Coming into operation 

20th March 1991 

1st April 1991 

No. 97 

The Department of Health and Social Services in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by Articles 56(2), 63~ 106 and 107(6) of the Health and 
Personal Social Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972(a) and of all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf and in conjunction with the Department of 
Finance and Personnel(b) and after consultation with such organisations as 
appear to the Department to be representative of· the Medical and 
Pharmaceutical professions, as required by ArtiCles 56(5) and 63(3) of that 
Order, hereby makes the following Regulations: 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-(1) These Regulations may be cited as the General Medical and 

Pharmaceutical Services (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991, 
and shall come into operation on 1st April 1991. 

(2) In these regulations "the principal regulations" means the Health and 
Personal Social Services (General Medical and Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(c). 

Substitution of regulation 36 of the principal regulations 
2. For regulation 36 of the principal regulations (Terms of service for 

chemists) there shall be substituted the following regulation:-
"Terms of Service 

36.-(1) The arrangements for the supply of drugs and appliances to 
persons receiving general medical services and of drugs to persons 
receiving general dental services shall include arrangements for--

(a) the supply of contraceptive substances and appliances; 
(b) the provision of oxygen concentrator services in accordance with 

regulation 37B; 
(c) t.he provision of supplemental services: 

(a) S]. 1972/1265 (N.I. 14) as amended by S.I. 1978/1907 (N.I. 26). S.I. i9811432, S.I. 198612023 
(N.I. 20), S.I. 1986/2229 (N.I. 24), S.R. 1987 No. "457 and S·.I. 1988/2249 (N.I. 24) 

(b) Formerly Department of Finance; see S.I. 1982/338 (N.I. 6) Art. 3 
(c) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 421. The relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1975 No. 180, S.R. 1985 

No. 69, S.R. 1985 No. 131, S.R .. 1987 No. 247 and S.R. 1988 No. 395 
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(2) The arrangements referred to in paragraph (1) shall incorporate as 

appropriate the terms of service for chemists contained or referred to in 
Schedule 4. 

(3) In these regulations "supplemental services" means-
(a) where a chemist regularly supplies drugs and medicines to be 

taken by persons resident in a home, the giving of advice by him 
or, where he is not the pharmacist, by a pharmacist employed by 
him, following a visit to that home in connection with procedures 
there for the safe keeping and correct administration of those drugs 
and medicines; . 

(b) the keeping of records of such visits as are referred to in 
sub-paragraph (a); . 

( c) the keeping of records in connection with drugs and medicines 
supplied to or to be taken by any person -
(i) who claims exemption under regulation 15(1)(b) of the Health 

and Personal Social Services (Charges for Drugs and 
Appliances) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(a), or 

(ii) who, In the opinion of the pharmacist dispensing the drug or 
medicine, is likely to have difficulty understanding the nature 
and dosage of the drug or medicine dispensed and the times at 
which it is to be taken, 

in'circumstances where the nature ofthe drug or medicine is such 
that, in the opinion of the pharmacist who dispenses it, the same or 
a similar drug or medicine is likely to be prescribed for that person 
regularly on future occasions. 

(4) Iri paragraph (3)-
(a) "home" means anyone of-

(i) a nursing home registered under the Nursing Homes and 
Nursing Agencies Act (Northern Ireland) 1971(b), or 

(ii) a residental home provided under Article 15 of the Order, or 
(iii) a residential home registered under Article 35 of the Order; 

(b) "records". shall include -
(i) in the case of those kept pursuant to paragraph (3)(b), a record 

of the name and address of the home, of the date of each visit 
and of the nature of any advice given in the course of or 
following each such visit and to whom it was given, and 

(ii) in the case ofthose kept pursuant to paragraph (3)(c), a record 
of the name and' address of the person to or for whom the drug 
or medicine is supplied, of the name, quantity, and dosage of 
the drug or medicine supplied and of the date on which the 
supply was made and any advice given in relation to the use of 
the drugs and medicines supplied. 

(a) S.R. &0. (N.I.) 1973 No. 419. As amended by S.R. 1974 No. 58 
(b) 1971 c. 32 (N.I.) 
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(5) A chemist may at any time give notice in writing to the Board that 
he wishes to be-

(a) included in or excluded from any arrangements for the supply of 
contraceptive services and appliances, or 

(b) included in any arrangements for the provision of supplemental 
services. 

(6) Where:-
(a) the Department is satisfied that an institution is wholly or mainly 

concerned with the care of terminally ill patients; and . 
(b) that institution has made a special arrangement with the 

Department, 
a chemist may supply drugs for its patients on presentation by that 
institution of a composite order form signed by a doctor.". 

Amendment of regulation 40 of the principal regulations 
3. In regulation 40 of the principal regulations (Prices and standards of 

drugs and appliances)-
(a) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (d) there shall be inserted the 

following sub-paragraph:-
"(dd) arrangements for claiming fees, allowances and remuneration 

in connection with the making and implementation of 
arrangements for the provision of pharmaceutical services." 

(b) the following paragraph shall be substituted for paragraph (2):-
"(2) Sub-paragraphs (a), (d), (dd) and if) of paragraph (1) shall 

not apply to the provision of services to which regulation 37B applies, 
and such prices, fees, arrangements and claims as are there mentioned 
shall be in accordance with such terms as may be ·specified by the 
Department in accordance with regulation 37B(l)(b).". 

Amendment of Schedule 1 to the principal regulations 
4. In Schedule 1 to the principal regulations (Terms of service for 

doctors) in head (ii) of paragraph 11(2)(b) after "patient" there shall be added 
"except where a special arrangement has been made in accordance with 
regulation 36(6).". 

Amendment of Schedule 3A to the principal regulations 
5. In Schedule 3A to the principal regulations (drugs and other 

substances not to be prescribed for supply under pharmaceutical 
services) (a)-

Ca) the following entries shall be omitted­
Adexolin Vitamin Drops 
Normacol Antispasmodic; 

(a) Schedule 3A was inserted by.S.R. 1985 No. 69 and amended by S.R. 1985 Nos. 131 and 318, S.R. 
1986 Nos. 65, 170 and 289, S.R. 1987 Nos. I and 323, S.R. 1988 No. 246, S.R. 1989 Nos. 11 and 
454 and S.R. 1990 Nos. 157 and 428 
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(b) the following ep.tries shall be inserted at the appropriate places in the 

alphabetical order-
Acarosan Foam 
Acarosan Moist Powder 
Acnaveen Bar 
Altelave Liquid 
Aveeno Baby 
Aveenobar 
Beecham CoughCaps 
Biocare GLA Complex Tablets 
Biocare Efaplex Linseed/GLA Blend Capsules 
Buttercup Syrup Honey and Lemon 
Colgate Dental Cream with MFP Fluoride 
Cupanol Over Six Paracetamol Suspension 
Disprin Solmin Tablets 
Efamolia Night Cream 
Emulave 
EPOC Capsules 
Flurex Bedtime Cold Remedy 
Flurex Capsules 
Flurex Decongestant Inhalant Capsules 
Flur~x Hot Lemon Concentrate 
Flurex Tablets 
Gale's Honey 
Galloway's Bronchial Cough Care 
GF Brand English Style Mustard 
Kenco Instant Decaffeinated Coffee 
Lamberts Evening Primrose Oil 250mg Capsules 
Lamberts Evening Primrose Oil 500mg Capsules 
Lamberts Evening Primrose Oil 1000mg Capsules 
Lyons Ground Coffee Beans 
Macleans Toothpaste 
Micaveen 
Mitchell's Wool Fat Soap 
Nescafe Instant Coffee 
Nestle Nativa HA 
Oilatum Soap 
Power GLA 65 (Borage Oil) Capsules 
Progress Powder 
Rite-Diet Diabetic Cherry Cake 
Robitussin Expectorant 
Robitussin Expectorant Plus 
Schar Gluten Free Sponge Cakes 
SR Toothpaste (Gibbs) 
Unichem Cold Relief Capsules 

Amendment of Schedule 4 to the principal regulations 
6. In Schedule 4 to the principal regulations (Terms of service for 

chemists), 
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(a) after paragraph 3 there shall be inserted the following paragraph:- . 
, "Professional standards 

3A. Without prejudice to any regulation or implication of law to 
that effect, a chemist who provides' pharmaceutical services in 
accordance with arrangements made in the regulations shall do so in 
conformity with standards generally accepted by the pharmaceutical 
profession."; 

(b) after paragraph 8 there shall be inserted the following paragraph:­
"Records to be made available 

7 A. A chemist who has undertaken to provide supplemental 
services within the meaning of paragraph 3 of regulation 36 shall on 
request make available to the Board all records kept in accordance 
with sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of that paragraph.". 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health and Social 
Services on 20th March 1991. 

(L.S.) F. Green 
Assistant Secretary 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance and Personnel 
on 20th March 1991. 

(L.S.) R. Miller 
Assistant .se.cretary 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations.) 

411 

These Regulations further amend the Health and Personal Social Services 
(General Medical and Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1973 ("the principal regulations") which provide the arrangements to 
be made by Health and Social Services Boards for the provision in their areas 
of general medical services and pharmaceutical services. 

Regulations 2 and 6 amend regulation 36 of, and Schedule 4 to the 
principal regulations so as to enable a Board to make arrangements for the 
provision of advice to residential and nursing homes by a registered 
pharmacist, and for the keeping by chemists of records about drugs supplied 
to certain categories of person and to provide· for any chemist who has 
undertaken to provide these new services to make his records available to the 
Board. 

Regulations 2 and 4 also amend regulation 36 of, and Schedule 1 to the 
principal regulations to allow institutions such as hospices which care mainly 
for terminally ill patients to order supplies of drugs and medicines on a 
composite order form rather than completing a separate prescription form for 
each patient. Regulation 5 removes some drugs and substances from and 
includes others in Schedule 3A to the principal regulations, which contains a 
list ·of drugs and other substances for which a doctor may not issue a 
prescription for supply under pharmaceutical services and which may not be 
dispensed under those services. 

Regulation 3 amends regulation 40 of the principal regulations to make 
provision for the amendment of the Drug Tariff to include arrangements for 
claiming fees, allowances, and remuneration in connection with the making 
and implementation of arrangements for the provision of pharmaceutical 
services. 
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