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1992 No. 141
HOUSING; RATES

The Housing Benefit (General and Supply of Information)
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1992

Made . . . . . 19th March 1992
Coming into operation—
regulations 1,7 and 16 30thMarch 1992
regulation 12 IstApril 1992

regulations 2, 8, 13 and 14 to
the extent that they relate to
cases referred to inregulation 1(2) IstApril 1992

to the extent that they relate

to any other case , 6th April 1992
regulations 3 to 6, 9, 10,

11(b)to(d), 15 and 17 6th April 1992

regulationll(a) Sth October 1992

The Department of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by Articles 21(1)(c), 22(6)(b), 23(8), 23(9)(a) and (&), 30(1)
to (4), 32(1) and 52(1)(k) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order
1986(a) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, with the consent of
the Department of the Environment(b) so far as relates to matters with regard
to which such consent is required, and after agreement by the Social Security
Advisory Committee that proposals to make these regulations should not be
referred to it(c), hereby makes the following regulations:

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) These regulations may be cited as the Housing Benefit (General
and- Supply of Information) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
1992 and shall come into operation as follows—

(a) regulations 1, 7 and 16 on 30th March 1992;
(b) regulation 12 on 1st April 1992;

(¢) regulations 2, 8, 13 and 14 in any case to which paragraph (2) applies
on lIst April 1992, and in any other case on 6th. April 1992;

&d) regulations 3 to 6,9, 10, 11() to (d), 15 and 17 on 6th April 1992;
(e) regulation 11(a) on 5th October 1992.

(a) S.I. 1986/1888 (N.1. 18); Article 81(1) provides for section [55(1) to (3A) of the Social Security
(Northern Ireland) Act 1975 (c. 15) (extent of powers) to apply to the enabling provisions under which
these regulations are made; section 155(3A) was inserted by Article 63(1)

(b) See Article 81(5) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1986

(e) See Article 62(1)(b) of the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1986
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(2) This paragraph applies in any case where—

(a) rent is payable at intervals of one month or any other interval which is
not a week or a multiple thereof; or

(b) payments by way of rates are not made together with payments of rent
at weekly intervals or multiples thereof.

(3) In these regulations ‘‘the principal regulations’’ means the Housing
Benefit (Géneral) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1987(a).

Amendment of regulation 2 of the principal regulations

2. Inregulation 2(1) of the principal regulations (interpretation) after the
definition of ‘‘student’’ there shall be inserted the following definition—

““ “‘supplementary benefit”” means a supplementary pension or
allowance under Article 3 or 6 of the Supplementary Benefits
(Northern Ireland) Order 1977(b);”’.

Amendment of regulation 46 of the principal regulations

3. In regulation 46 of the principal regulations (interpretation) in the
definition of ‘‘student’’ for * “‘student’” means a person’’ there shall be
substituted ** “‘student’’ means a person, other than a person in receipt of a

- training allowance,”’

Amendment of regulation 53 of the principal regulations
4. In regulation 53 of the principal regulations (calculation of grant
income)—
(a) in paragraph (1) for ‘‘paragraph (2)’ there shall be substituted
‘‘paragraphs (2) and (2A)’’;
(b) after paragraph (2) there shall be inserted the following paragraph—

““(2A) Where in pursuance of an award a student is in receipt of a

grant in respect of maintenance under regulation 12(1)(b) of the

. Students Awards Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991(c) (payments

by boards) there shall be excluded from his grant income a sum equal

to the amount specified in paragraph 7(4) of Schedule 7 to those

regulations (requirements) being the amount to be disregarded in
respect of travel costs in the particular circumstances of his case.”’

Amendment of regulation 54 of the principal regulations

5. In regulation 54(3) of the principal regulations (calculation of
covenant income where a contribution is assessed) for the words from
“‘regulation 53(2)(h)”’ to the end there shall be substituted ‘‘regulation
53(2)(h) (calculation of grant income) falls short of the amount specified in

(a) S.R. 1987 No. 461; the relevant amendmg regulations are S.R. 1988 No. 117, S R. 1989 No. 175
S.R. 1990 Nos. 136 297 and 345 and S.R. 1991 Nos. 176, 204, 337 and 520
(b) S.I.1977/2156 (N.I. 27); provisions of the Supplementary Beneﬁts (Northern Ireland) Order 1977, as
.~ amended by Article 7 of, and Part I of Schedule 2 to, the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order
1980 (S.1. 1980/870 (N.1. 18)), are set out in Part I of that Schedule. Articles 3 and 6 were repealed
with effect from 11th April 1988 by Schedule 10 to the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1986
(¢) S.R. 1991 No. 508
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paragraph 7(4)(1) of Schedule 7 to the Students Awards Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1991 (requirements).’”.

Amendment of regulation 55 of the principal regulations

6. In regulation 55(1)(c) of the principal regulations (calculation of
covenant income where no grant income or no contribution is assessed) for
‘ ‘regulatlon 53(2)(g) and (k)" there shall be substituted *‘regulation 53(2)(g)
and (2A)”.

Amendment of regulation 68 of the principal regulations
7. Inregulation 68 of the principal regulations (date on which change of
circumstances is to take effect)—
(@) in paragraph (1) for ‘‘paragraphs (2) to (4)’’ there shall be substituted
“‘paragraphs (2) to (5)’;
(b) for paragraph (3) there shall be substituted the following paragraph—
““(3) Where the change of circumstances is an amendment of

- these regulations that change shall, subject to regulation 69(7), take
effect as follows—

(a) where the amendment is made by an order under Article 64
of the Order (annual up-rating of benefits)—

(i) in a case in which the claimant’s weekly amount of
eligible rent falls to be calculated in accordance with
regulation 69(2)(b) (calculation of weekly amounts) from
1st April,

(ii) in any other case, from the first Monday in April,

in the year in which that order comes into operation;

(b) in respect of any other amendment, from the date on which
the amendment of these regulations comes into operation in
the particular case.’’;

(¢) in paragraph (4) for ‘‘paragraphs (1) to (3)’’ there shall be substituted
“‘paragraphs (1), (2) or (3)(a)(®) or (b)”’;
(d) after paragraph (4) there shall be added the following paragraph—
*“(5) Where, during a benefit week commencing on the first
Monday in April—

(a) a change of circumstances takes effect in accordance with
paragraph (3)(a)(11)

(b) one or more changes of circumstances occur to which
paragraph (1) applies; and

(¢) no other change of circumstances occurs to which this
regulation applies,

any change of circumstances to which paragraph (1) applies and

which occurs in that benefit week shall take effect from the first
day of that benefit week.”’.
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Amendment of regulation 73 of the principal regulations
8. In regulation 73 of the principal regulations (evidence and
information)—
(@) in paragraph (1) for the words from ‘‘which is disregarded’’ to the end
there shall be substituted ‘‘to which paragraph (3) applies.’’;
(b) after paragraph (2) there shall be added the following paragraph—
““(3) This paragraph applies to any of the following payments—
(a) a paymient which is—
(i) disregarded under paragraph 23 of Schedule 4 (sums to be
disregarded in the calculation of income other than

earnings) or paragraph 32 of Schedule 5 (capital to be
disregarded), and

(ii) made under the Macfarlane Trust, the Macfarlane (Special
Payments) Trust or the Macfarlane (Special Payments)

(No. 2) Trust;
(b) a payment which is disregarded under paragraph 37 of

Schedule 4 or paragraph 23 of Schedule 5, other than a
payment made under the Independent Living Fund.”’.

Amendment of regulation 77 of the principal regulations

9. In regulation 77 of the principal regulations (notification of
determinations) after paragraph (3) there shall be added the following
" paragraphs—

““(4) A person to whom an authority sends or delivers a notification of -

determination may request in writing the authority to provide a written
- statement setting out the reasons as to its determination of any matter set
out in the notice.

(5) The written statement referred to in paragraph (4) shall be sent to
the person requesting it within 14 days or as soon as is reasonably
practicable thereafter.””.

Amendment of regulation 78 of the principal regulations

10. In regulation 78(3) of the principal regulations (time and manner of
making notifications, requests or representations)—

(a) “, 80 (requests for statement of reasons)’’ shall be omitted;

(b) for ‘‘a request for a statement or representations’’ there shall be
substituted ‘‘representations or a request for a further review’’.

Amendment of regulation 79 of the principal regulations
11. In regulation 79 of the principal regulations (review of
determinations)—
(a) in paragraph (2) at the end there shall be added “‘within 14 days of
receiving the representations or as soon as reasonably practicable
thereafter’’

(b) in paragraph (3) for ‘‘paragraph (4)”’ there shall be substituted
‘‘paragraph (5)’’;
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(c) in paragraph (4) for ‘‘regulation 80 (requests for statement of
reasons)’’ there shall be substituted ‘regulation 77(4) (notification of
determinations)’’;

(d) in paragraph (6) for ‘“77 to 80’ there shall be substituted ‘77 to 79°’.

Amendment of regulation 97 of the principal regulations

12. In regulation 97(2) of the principal regulations (offsetting) for the
words from ‘‘arecoverable overpayment’’ to the end there shall be substituted
‘‘an overpayment within the meaning of regulation 98 (meaning of
overpayment).’’.

Amendment of Schedule 4 to the principal regulations

13. In Schedule 4 to the principal regulations (sums to be disregarded in
the calculation of income other than earnings)—

(a) for paragraph 32 there shall be substituted the following paragraph—
*“32. Any social fund payment under Part IV of the Order.’’;
(b) after paragraph 50 there shall be added the following paragraphs

““51. Any payment made by the Department to compensate a
person who was entitled to supplementary benefit in respect of a
period ending immediately before 11th April 1988 but who did not
become entitled to income support in respect of a period beginning
with and including that day.

52. Any payment (other than a training allowance) made,
whether by the Department of Economic Development or any other
person, under the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act (Northern
Ireland) 1945(a) or in accordance with arrangements made under
section 1(1) of the Employment and Training Act (Northern Ireland)
1950(b) to assist disabled persons to obtain or retain employment
despite their disability.’’.

Amendment of Schedule 5 to the principal regulations
14. In Schedule 5 to the principal regulations (capital to be
disregarded)—
(a) for paragraph 19 there shall be substituted the following paragraph—
*“19. Any social fund payment under Part IV of the Order.”’;
(b) after paragraph 41 there shall be added the following paragraphs—
“‘42. Any payment made by the Department to compensate a
person who was entitled to supplementary benefit in respect of a
period ending immediately before 11th April 1988 but who did not

become entitled to income support in respect of a period beginning
with and including that day.

(a) 1945c. 6 (N.I)
(by 1950 c. 29 (N.I.); section 1(l) was amended by Article 3 of the Employment and Training
(Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 1988 (S.I. 1988/1087 (N.1. 10))
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43. Any payment (other than a training allowance, or a training
bonus paid under section 3(3) of the Employment and Training Act
(Northern Ireland) 1950) made, whether by the Department of
Economic Development or any other person, under the Disabled
Persons (Employment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1945 or in accordance
with arrangements made under section 1(1) of the Employment and
Training Act (Northern Ireland) 1950 to assist disabled persons to
obtain or retain employment despite their disability.”’.

Amendment of Schedule 6 to the principal regulations

15. In Schedule 6 to the principal regulations (matters to be included in
the notice of determination) in paragraph 2 for ‘‘regulation 80 (requests for
statement of reasons)’’ there shall be substituted ‘‘regulation 77(4)
(notification of determinations)’’.

Amendment of the Housing Benefit (Supply of Information) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1988
16. In regulation 2(1) of the Housing Benefit (Supply of Information)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1988(a) (information to be supplied by the
Department to the Executive)—

(a) for sub-paragraph (c) there shall be substituted the following
sub-paragraph—
““(c) where a claimant’s claim for income support has been
disallowed, the reason for the disallowance;’’;

(b) in sub-paragraph (¢) there shall be added at the end ‘‘and the date on
which the payment of income support ceased or is to cease’’;

(c) for sub-paragraph (g) there shall be substituted the following
sub-paragraphs—
“‘(g) the name, date of birth and address of any claimant who is in
receipt of income support and of any partner of his;

(h) the national insurance number in respect of any claimant who is
in receipt of income support and of any partner of his;

() where a claimant or any partner of his is in receipt of income
support and becomes liable for the first time to make payments in
respect of the dwelling which he occupies as his home, the date
on which a claim for housing benefit by the claimant or his
partner-is received by the appropriate office;

(/) where—
(i) a claimant in receipt of income support or any partner of his

reports to an appropriate office that another person is residing
or has ceased to reside with the claimant, and

(a) S.R. 1988 No. 118
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(ii) that personis a non-dependant for the purposes of regulation 3
of the Housing Benefit (General) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1987(a) (definition of non-dependant),

the name and date of birth of that person;
(k) any further information required for the purpose of—

(i) the calculation and recovery of overpayments of housing
benefit,

(ii) the investigation and prevention of offences relating to
housing benefit,

(iii) any proceedings for an offence under the benefit Acts relating
to housing benefit.”’.

Revocations
17. Regulation 80 of the principal regulations is hereby revoked.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health and Social
Services on 19th March 1992.

(L.s.) A. N. Burns
Assistant Secretary

The Department of the Environment hereby consents to the foregoing
Regulations.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment on
19th March 1992.

(L.s.) W. N. Campbell
Assistant Secretary

(a) S.R. 1987 No. 461; the relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1989 No. 125 and S.R. 1990 Nos. 136
and 345
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations.)

These regulations amend the Housing Benefit (General) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1987 (‘‘the principal regulations’’) and the Housing
Benefit (Supply of Information) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1988 in the
following respects—

(a) they insert a definition of ‘‘supplementary benefit’” (regulation 2);

(b) they amend the definition of ‘‘student’’ to exclude a person in receipt
of a training allowance (regulation 3);

(¢) they further clarify the amount in respect of travel costs which is to be
excluded from a student’s income (regulations 4 to 6);

(d) they make further provision in respect of a change of circumstances
where the change is an amendment to the principal regulations
(regulation 7);

(e) they further clarify the evidence and information which may be
required in respect of a claim (regulation 8);

(H) they transfer from regulation 80 to regulation 77(4) the rule relating to
the provision of a written statement of the reasons for a determination
and make consequential amendments (regulations 9 and 15);

(g) they make technical amendments to the power to extend the time for
making representations against a determination, or requesting a
statement of reasons or a further review (regulation 10);

(h) they specify the period within which a review of a determination
should be undertaken, and make consequential amendments to the
rules relating to reviews of determinations (regulation 11);

(i) they further clarify the amount which may be offset against arrears of
entitlement to benefit following a review of a determination
(regulation 12);

() they specify further amounts which may be disregarded in calculating
income other than earnings or capital (regulations 13 and 14);

(k) they specify further categories of information which may be supplied
by the Department of Health and Social Services to the Northern
Ireland Housing Executive (regulation 16);

() they revoke regulation 80 of the principal regulations (regulation 17).



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008



