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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1998 No. 381

ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES

Motor Vehicles (Speed Limit Restriction)
(Exemption) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1998

Made       -      -      -      - 2nd November 1998

Coming into operation 14th December 1998

The Department of the Environment, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Articles 19(2) and
218(1) of the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981(1) and of every other power enabling it
in that behalf, hereby makes the following Regulations:

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1)  These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Speed Limit Restriction)
(Exemption) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1998 and shall come into operation on 14th December
1998.

(2)  For the purposes of these Regulations, expressions relating to vehicle categories shall be
construed in accordance with regulation 3(2)(a) and (b) of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1996(2).

Exemption from speed limit restriction

2. All classes of motor vehicle included in categories B +E, C, C +E, D and D +E and sub-
categories C1, C1 +E, D1 and D1 +E are prescribed for the purposes of Article 19(2) of the Road
Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981.

(1) S.I.1981/154 (N.I. 1); see Article 2(2) for the definition of “Department” and “prescribed”; Article 19 was substituted by S.I.
1991/197 (N.I. 3), Schedule 1 and amended by S.I. 1998/1074 (N.I. 7), Schedule 2, paragraph 28

(2) S.R. 1996 No. 542 to which there are amendments not relevant to these Regulations

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1981/154
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1991/197
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1998/1074
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1996/542
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Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment on

L.S.

2nd November 1998.
J. Ritchie

Assistant Secretary
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations.)

Article 19 of the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981 imposes a speed limit of 45 miles per
hour on a vehicle displaying an ‘L’ plate. Article 19 has been amended by the Road Traffic (New
Drivers) (Northern Ireland) Order 1998 so as to disapply that requirement in the case of such classes
of motor vehicle as may be prescribed and where such a vehicle is being driven on a motorway.
These Regulations prescribe the classes of motor vehicle to which the speed limit does not apply.
The classes of motor vehicle are those included in the following categories and sub-categories—

(a) category B +E, being a combination of a motor vehicle having a maximum weight not
exceeding 3·5 tonnes and not more than 8 seats, in addition to the driver’s seat, drawing
a trailer with a maximum weight exceeding 750 kg;

(b) category C, being a goods vehicle having a maximum weight exceeding 3·5 tonnes,
including the drawing of a trailer with a maximum weight not exceeding 750 kg;

(c) sub-category C1, being a goods vehicle having a maximum weight exceeding 3·5 tonnes
but not exceeding 7·5 tonnes, including the drawing of a trailer with a maximum weight
not exceeding 750 kg;

(d) category D, being a bus having more than 8 seats in addition to the driver’s seat, including
the drawing of a trailer with a maximum weight not exceeding 750 kg;

(e) sub-category D1, being a mini bus having more than 8 but not more than 16 seats, in
addition to the driver’s seat, including the drawing of a trailer with a maximum weight
not exceeding 750 kg;

(f) category C +E, being a combination of a goods vehicle and trailer where the tractor
vehicle has a maximum weight exceeding 3·5 tonnes and the trailer has a maximum weight
exceeding 750 kg;

(g) sub-category C1 +E, being a combination of a goods vehicle having a maximum weight
exceeding 3·5 tonnes but not exceeding 7·5 tonnes drawing a trailer with a maximum
weight which exceeds 750 kg but not the unladen weight of the towing vehicle, where the
maximum weight of the combination does not exceed 12 tonnes;

(h) category D +E, being a combination of a bus having more than 8 seats, in addition to the
driver’s seat, drawing a trailer with a maximum weight exceeding 750 kg; and

(i) sub-category D1 +E, being a combination of a mini bus having more than 8 but not
more than 16 seats, in addition to the driver’s seat, drawing a trailer with a maximum
weight which exceeds 750 kg but not the unladen weight of the towing vehicle, where the
maximum weight of the combination does not exceed 12 tonnes.
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