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SCHEDULE 3 N.I. Regulation 10

Monitoring for Group A and Group B Parameters

Part 1 N.I.
Monitoring for Group A parameters

Sampling N.I.

1.—(1)  The Department must monitor for a Group A parameter in accordance with this Part.
(2)  “Monitoring for a Group A parameter” means sampling for—

(a) each parameter listed in column 1 of Table 1 of this Schedule in the circumstances listed in
the entry which corresponds with that parameter in column 2 of Table 1 of this Schedule;
and

(b) any other parameter which may be identified as relevant by the Department in the
monitoring programme.

TABLE 1

Group A parameters

(1) Parameter (2) Circumstances

Aluminium1 If used as water treatment chemicals or where the water
originates from, or is influenced by, surface waters

Ammonium Where chloramination is practised

Coliform bacteria In all supplies

Colony Counts In all supplies

Colour In all supplies

Conductivity In all supplies

Disinfectant residual When disinfection treatment is practised

Escherichia coli (E. coli) In all supplies

Indicative Dose Where there is treatment in place to reduce the level of
radionuclides in water intended for human consumption.

Iron1 If used as water treatment chemicals or where the water
originates from, or is influenced by, surface waters

Manganese1 Where the water originates from, or is influenced by, surface
waters

Nitrite Where chloramination is practised

Odour In all supplies

pH (Hydrogen ion) In all supplies
1 A supply which consists of both groundwater and surface water shall be deemed to be a supply which consists only of
surface water.
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Radon Where there is treatment in place to reduce the level of
radionuclides in water intended for human consumption.

Taste In all supplies

Tritium Where there is treatment in place to reduce the level of
radionuclides in water intended for human consumption.

Turbidity In all supplies
1 A supply which consists of both groundwater and surface water shall be deemed to be a supply which consists only of
surface water.

2.—(1)  Sampling for a Group A parameter which is not a radioactive substance must be
undertaken at the frequencies specified in Table 2 for those parameters.

(2)  Sampling for a Group A parameter which is a radioactive substance must be undertaken at
the frequencies specified in Table 3 for those parameters.

TABLE 2

Sampling frequency of sampling for Group A parameters (non radioactive substances)

Volume m3/day(calculated as averages taken
over a calendar year)

Sampling frequency per year

≤10 1

> 10 ≤ 100 2

> 100 ≤ 1,000 4

> 1,000 ≤ 2,000 10

> 2,000 ≤ 3,000 13

> 3,000 ≤ 4,000 16

> 4,000 ≤ 5,000 19

> 5,000 ≤ 6,000 22

> 6,000 ≤ 7,000 25

> 7,000 ≤ 8,000 28

> 8,000 ≤ 9,000 31

> 9,000 ≤ 10,000 34

> 10,000 4 + 3 for each 1,000 m3/day of the total
volume (rounding up to the nearest multiple
of 1,000 m3/day)

TABLE 3

Minimum frequency of sampling for Group A monitoring radioactive substances

Volume m3 /day (calculated as averages
taken over a calendar year)

Sampling frequency per year
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≤ 1000 1

> 1000 ≤ 10,000 1 + 1 for each 3,300 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 3,300 m3/
day)

> 10,000 ≤ 100,000 3 + 1 for each 10,000 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 10,000 m3/
day)

> 100,000 10 + 1 for each 25,000 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 25,000 m3/
day)

PART 2 N.I.
Monitoring for Group B Parameters

Sampling N.I.

3.—(1)  The Department must monitor for a Group B parameter in accordance with this Part.
(2)  “Monitoring for a Group B parameter” means sampling for each parameter listed in Schedule 1

(other than parameters already being monitored for Group A parameter monitoring).

Frequency of sampling N.I.

4.—(1)  Sampling for a Group B parameter must be undertaken at the frequencies specified in
Table 4 for those parameters.

TABLE 4

Minimum frequency of sampling for Group B parameters

Volume m3 /day (calculated as averages taken
over a calendar year)

Sampling frequency per year

≤ 1000 1

> 1000 ≤ 10,000 1 + 1 for each 3,300 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 3,300 m3/
day)

> 10,000 ≤ 100,000 3 + 1 for each 10,000 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 10,000
m3/day)

> 100,000 10 + 1 for each 25,000 m3/day of the total volume
(rounding up to the nearest multiple of 25,000
m3/day)
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PART 3 N.I.
Deviation from monitoring requirements of Group A and Group B monitoring

Deviation from standard parameters and frequencies N.I.

5.—(1)  The Department may, provided that a risk assessment is performed in accordance with
regulation 7 and subject to paragraphs (6) and (7) deviate from the requirements of Group A and
Group B monitoring required by this Schedule.

(2)  Based on the results of a risk assessment and in accordance with paragraph (1), the list of
parameters in this Schedule including any other micro-organism, parasite or substance included in
the Group A or Group B parameters (except radon, tritium and indicative dose), must be extended
and/or the minimum sampling frequencies in this Schedule increased by the Department if the list of
parameters, substances or microorganisms or frequencies required to be monitored is not sufficient
to;

(a) be representative of the water consumed throughout the year;
(b) verify that the obligations imposed by regulation 6(2) have been met;
(c) ensure the obligations in paragraph 1(1)(a) of Schedule 2 have been met;
(d) verify that the requirements of regulation 5(a) have been met.

(3)  In accordance with paragraph (1) and subject to paragraphs (4) and (5) the sampling frequency
for a parameter in this Schedule including any other micro-organism, parasite or substance included
in the Group A or Group B parameters (except radon, tritium and indicative dose), may be reduced
or the parameter removed (except radon, tritium and indicative dose) from the list of parameters to
be monitored under this Schedule provided that the following conditions are met—

(a) the monitoring for Escherichia coli (E. Coli.) is not removed from the monitoring
programme and the frequency of monitoring is not reduced below the frequency required
by this Schedule ; and

(b) for other parameters in the list—
(i) the location and frequency of sampling is determined in relation to the parameter's

origin, as well as the variability and long term trend of its concentration, taking into
account the prescribed concentration and values in Schedule 1;

(ii) to reduce the sampling frequency for a parameter under this Schedule, the results
obtained from samples collected at regular intervals over a period of at least 3 years
must all be less than 60% of the prescribed concentration or value for the parameter;

(iii) to remove a parameter from the list of parameters to be monitored under this
Schedule the results obtained from samples collected at regular intervals over a
period of at least 3 years must all be less than 30% of the prescribed concentration
or value of the parameter; and

(iv) to remove a parameter from the list of parameters to be monitored under this
Schedule must be based on the result of a risk assessment, informed by the results of
monitoring of sources of water under these Regulations and subject to confirmation
that human health is protected from the adverse effects of any contamination of
water.

(4)  The sampling frequency for a parameter under this Schedule including any other micro-
organism, parasite or substance included in the Group A or Group B parameters (except radon,
tritium and indicative dose) may be reduced under paragraph (3)(b)(ii) only if the risk assessment
confirms that no factor (that can be reasonably anticipated) is likely to cause deterioration of the
quality of the water.
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(5)  Any such parameter may be removed from the list of parameters to be monitored under
paragraph (3)(b)(iii) only if the risk assessment confirms that no factor (that can be reasonably
anticipated) is likely to cause deterioration of the quality of the water.

(6)  In the case of naturally occurring radionuclides, where previous results have shown that the
concentration of radionuclides is stable, the frequency, in derogation from the minimum sampling
requirements set out in Tables 3 and 4, may be reduced, taking into consideration the risk to human
health.

(7)  The Department is not required to monitor private supplies for radon or tritium or to establish
the ID for a period of time to be determined by the Department, where it is satisfied on the basis of
representative surveys carried out under regulation 8, monitoring data or other reliable information
that the levels of radon, tritium or of the calculated ID will remain well below the respective
parametric values or specifications.

(8)  A notice of a decision not to monitor under sub-paragraph (7) along with supporting evidence
for the decision including any representative surveys carried out under regulation 8, monitoring
data or other reliable information must be [F1published, in such manner as the Department considers
appropriate].

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Sch. 3 para. 5(8) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Water (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) (EU

Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/112), regs. 1(1), 13(4); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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