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ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 

The Motor Cycles (Protective Headgear) (Amendment) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 

Made - - - - 18th May 2017 

Coming into operation - 30th June 2017 

The Department for Infrastructure(a) makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers 

conferred by Articles 27(1), 28(1) and 110(2) of the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 

1995(b) and now vested in it(c). 

Citation and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Cycles (Protective Headgear) (Amendment) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 and shall come into operation on 30th June 2017. 

Amendment of the Motor Cycles (Protective Headgear) Regulations 

2.—(1) The Motor Cycles (Protective Headgear) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999(d) are 

amended in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) In regulation 2 (protective headgear)— 

(a) in paragraph (1) after “motor bicycle” insert “or motor quadricycle”; 

(b) in paragraph (3)— 

(i) after the definition of “motor bicycle” insert— 

““motor quadricycle” means a four-wheeled motor vehicle which— 

(a) has an unladen weight not exceeding 550 kilograms; 

(b) is steered by handlebars; and 

(c) is operated with the driver seated astride a seat which is mounted on the vehicle 

longitudinally;”. 

(3) In regulation 3(1) (prescribed types of recommended helmet)(e) after “in motor cycles” 

insert “or motor quadricycles”. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Formerly the Department for Regional Development; see section 1(6) and (11) of, and Schedule 1 to, the Departments Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2016 (2016 c. 5 (N.I.)). Pursuant to section 1(9) of that Act, the Department of the Environment was 
dissolved 

(b) S.I. 1995/2994 (N.I. 18); Articles 27(1) and 28(1) are amended by section 21 of 2016 c. 11 (N.I.)  
(c) See Article 8(1)(b) of, and Part 2 of Schedule 5 to, the Departments (Transfer of Functions) Order (Northern Ireland) 2016 

(S.R. 2016 No. 76) 
(d) S.R. 1999 No. 170; relevant amending Regulations are S.R. 2001 No. 147 
(e) Paragraph (1) was substituted by regulation 2(3) of S.R. 2001 No. 147 



 2

 

 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department for Infrastructure on 18th May 2017 

 

 
 

 Elizabeth Loughran 

 A senior officer of the 

 Department for Infrastructure 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations amend the Motor Cycles (Protective Headgear) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

1999. They introduce the definition of motor quadricycle and make it compulsory for riders of 

motor quadricycles to wear protective headgear when driving or riding on a public road. 

These Regulations have been notified to the European Commission pursuant to Directive (EU) 

2015/1535 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 September 2015 (O.J. L241, 

17.9.2015, p1-15) laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of 

technical standards and regulations, and of rules on Information Society services. 

A Regulatory Impact Assessment has not been produced for these Regulations as the effect is 

already included in the impact assessments prepared for the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2016 (2016 c. 11 (N.I.)). 

An Explanatory Memorandum has been produced and is available from Safe and Sustainable 

Travel Division, Department for Infrastructure, Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Town 

Parks, Belfast BT2 8GB or online alongside this Statutory Rule at 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr  
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