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EDUCATION 

The Special Educational Needs and Disability (2016 Act) 

(Commencement No. 2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2020 

Made - - - - 7th December 2020 

The Department of Education (a), in exercise of the powers conferred by section 18(2) of the 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (Northern Ireland) 2016(a), makes the following 

Order. 

Citation 

1. This Order may be cited as the Special Educational Needs and Disability (2016 Act) 

(Commencement No. 2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2020. 

Appointed Day 

2. The day appointed for coming into operation of section 1 of the Special Educational Needs 

and Disability Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 is 18th December 2020.  

 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Education on 7th December 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 
(L.S.) 

 Ricky Irwin 

 A senior officer of the 

 Department of Education 

 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 2016 c.8 (N.I.) 



 2

£4.90 

NI202012071033   12/2020   19585 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/309 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order brings into operation section 1 of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2016. 

 

Section 1 inserts a new Article 5A into the Education (Northern Ireland) Order 1996 (S.1. 

1996/274 (N.I. 1)). Article 5A requires the Education Authority, so far as reasonably practical, to 

seek and have regard to the views of the child. It further requires the Education Authority to have 

regard to the importance of that child participating in decisions and being provided with the 

information and support necessary to enable participation in those decisions.   

 

 

NOTE AS TO EARLIER COMMENCEMENT ORDERS 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

Provision Date of Commencement S.R. No. 

Section 6 30th September 2016 2016 No. 327 (C. 

23) 
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