
S T A T U T O R Y  R U L E S  O F  N O R T H E R N  I R E L A N D  

2023 No. 12 (C. 1) 

HEALTH AND PERSONAL SOCIAL SERVICES 

The Adoption and Children (2022 Act) (Commencement No. 1) 

Order (Northern Ireland) 2023 

Made - - - - 13th February 2023 

The Department of Health, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 160(1) of the Adoption 

and Children Act (Northern Ireland) 2022(a), makes the following Order: 

Citation and interpretation 

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Adoption and Children (2022 Act) (Commencement No. 

1) Order (Northern Ireland) 2023. 

(2) In this Order “the 2022 Act” means the Adoption and Children Act (Northern Ireland) 2022. 

Appointed Day 

2. The day appointed for the coming into operation of section 137 of the 2022 Act is 13th 

February 2023. 

 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health on 13th February 2023. 

 

 
 

 Mark McGuicken 

 A senior officer of the 

 Department of Health 

 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order brings into operation on 13th February 2023, section 137 of the Adoption and Children 

Act (Northern Ireland) 2022. 

Section 137 provides that a guardian ad litem is to be known as a children’s court guardian. It 

makes a number of consequential amendments and provides that any reference to a guardian ad 

litem in any other statutory provision is to be read as a children’s court guardian. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 2022 c. 18 



 2

£4.90 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2023/12 

  

  

© Crown copyright 2023 

Printed and published in the UK by The Stationery Office Limited under the authority and superintendence of Jeff James, 

Controller of His Majesty’s Stationery Office being the Government Printer for Northern Ireland and the Officer appointed to 

print Acts of the Northern Ireland Assembly. 


