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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

2024 No. 133

DOGS

The Dangerous Dogs (Designated
Types) Order (Northern Ireland) 2024

Made       -      -      -      - 14th June 2024

Coming into operation 5th July 2024

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs(1) makes the following Order in
exercise of the powers conferred by Article 25A(1)(c) and (8) of The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order
1983(2).

Citation and commencement

1. This Order may be cited as the Dangerous Dogs (Designated Types) Order (Northern Ireland)
2024 and comes into operation on 5th July 2024.

Commencement Information
I1 Art. 1 in operation at 5.7.2024, see art. 1

Designation for the purposes of Article 25A of The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

2. The type of dog known as XL Bully is designated for the purposes of Article 25A of The Dogs
(Northern Ireland) Order 1983, being a type appearing to the Department to be bred for fighting or
to have the characteristics of a type bred for that purpose.

Commencement Information
I2 Art. 2 in operation at 5.7.2024, see art. 1

(1) Formerly the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD see Article 3(4) of the Departments (Northern
Ireland) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/283 (N.I. 1)). DARD was renamed the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs (DAERA) by section 1(2) of the Departments Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 (c.5 (N.I.)).

(2) S.I. 1983/764 (N.I. 8). Article 25A was inserted by S.I. 1991/2292 (N.I. 21).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2024/133/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2024/133/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1999/283
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1983/764
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1991/2292
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Appointed day for the purposes of Article 25A of The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

3. The appointed day for the purposes of Article 25A(3) and (4) of The Dogs (Northern Ireland)
Order 1983 in respect of dogs of the type designated by Article 2 is 31 December 2024.

Commencement Information
I3 Art. 3 in operation at 5.7.2024, see art. 1

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs on
14th June 2024.

Neal Gartland
A senior officer of the Department of

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

Article 2 of this Order designates the type of dog known as the XL Bully for the purposes of Article
25A of The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983 (“the 1983 Order”).
Article 25A(8) of the 1983 Order enables a day to be appointed after which it will be unlawful to
possess a dog which has been designated for the purposes of Article 25A(1)(c), unless an exemption
applies. The day appointed was specified in Article 25A(3) and (4) of the Dogs (Northern Ireland)
Order 1983 as 30 November 1991. Article 3 of this Order provides that references to this date are to
be read as references to 31 December 2024 in respect of dogs of the type designated by this Order.
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