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of the several Acts relating to Hea:lth and Unemployment In~'Q.r­
ance, as employers' . contributions in respect of recognised teachers 
in their emplo:yment to whom the said Acts apply. 

. . 

5.-(a) The Ministry may, atjts discretion, pay allowances 
to pupil teachers and monitors in respect. of the trav(:llling and. 
l.odging expenses necessarily incurred by them in attending the 
annual examination in their final year of service. Pupil teachers 
and monitors who have received such' allowance shall not be 
eligible to receive any allowance in respect of expenses incurred by 
them in attending a subsequent examination. as candidates for 
recognition as teacher, or for admission. to .a training College. 

(b) Tb:e Ministry may also, at its discr~tion, pay allow-' 
ances towards travelling and lodging expenses incurred by candi~ 
date teachers in attending the annual examinati.ons· for .the first 
time as candida.tes for recognition as teacher. No person is' 
elig~ble to receive such allowance more than once. 

6. These regulations may be cited as the Public Elementary 
Education (Miscellaneous Services) Regulations, 1924. . 

(L.S.) 

Given under the Seal of the Ministry. of Education for 
Northern Ireland this 19th day of June, 1924. 

L. MfQuibban, 
Secretary. 

Religious Instruction in Public Elementary Schools. 

MADE. BY THE MINISTRY .oF EDUCATION, N QRTHERN IRELAND, 
UNDER SECTION 29 ,OF THE' EDUCATION ACT (N QRTHERN 
IRELAND), 1923. 

1924. No.4. 

Whereas by Section 29 Of the Education Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1923 (in these Regulations referred to as "the Act to), 
it is enacted that the Ministry of Education for Northern Ir.eland 
(in these Regulations referred to as " the Ministry") shall make 
such regulations as it may consider necessary for securing that the 
provisions .of Part V. of t~e .Act in regard to religious instruction 
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in public elementary schools are. cOI4plied 'wiW in all schools 
recogiiised by the Ministry as public elementary sch001s~' 8Jnd, in 
particular; with respect to- ,.' - , 

(a) the t~mes dllring which any religious observance may be 
practised, .or religious instruction may be given; 

(b)' the making of arrangements for religious instruction in 
schools ; and 

(c) the framing'o{ time-tables and the keeping of registers 
in connection 'with religious instruction: 

. And whereas by Section 99 m of the Act it is enacted .that 
the Ministry may make all such regulations as are required to be 
made by lG under the Act, or as appear ta the Ministry to be 

. nece8sa:cy or proper for giving full effect ta the Act; and any such 
regulatian shall, except as in the said section pravided, ha;v.e effect 
as if enacted in the Act, .but may be varied .or revoked by a sub-
sequ~nt regulatian :. : 

And whereas by Section 99 (2) of the Act it is enacted that 
before any regulatians with respect to the giving of religiaus 
instruction in any schaal .to .or in respect of which grants out .of 
maneys provided by Parliament are payable came into farce,they 
shall be laid befare bath Hauses .of Parliament, and if, during the 
next ten days' on which either House shall sit, either Hause pre­
sents an address to the Governar .of Northern Irelfmd against the 
r'e~ulations or any part thereof, no further praceedings shall be 
taken therean, but without prejudice to the making of new 
regulations: 

Naw ·therefare, ,the Ministry, by virtue .of the 
pawers hBreinbefore mentioned, hereby makes the fallowing 
Regul~t!Ons :-=-

1. These' Regulations may be cited as the Education 
'. (Religiaus'Instructian) Regulatians (Northern Ireland), 1924. 

2.-(i) In these Regulatians expressions to whi~h a meaning 
is assigned by·the Act shan have the Same meaning. . 

(ii) The Interpretatian Act, 1921, (12 Geo. 5, c. 4) applies 
for the purpase of the interpretation of these Regulatians as it 
applies far the purpase .of the interpretation of an Act of the 
P/itrliament of N arthern Ireland. 

(iii) The expression "s~cular instructian periad" shall 
mean the period of time set apart in the Time:Table far giving 
elementary education, and the expression' "religious instruction 
periad "shall mean thetinie set apart in the Time-Tabl!:l during 
which religious observances' may be practised .or religious 
instruction given. . 
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'3. Opportunities 'm~st be afforded to the pupils of all 
public elementary schools for receiving' religious instruction to 
which their parentR do not, object. 

~. The time or times at which religious instruction may be 
given must be. clearly shown on the Time-Tabk of each school· 
together with I:),n indication, as far as may be 'practicable, of the 
general nature of such instruction; and such time or times shall 
be e~ther at t4e beginning or at the end, or at the beginning and 
thl;} end of the secular instruction period: . 

, Provided that religiqus instruc.tion may be given at not 
more thl:).n one intermediate. time, if there are circu~stances 
a~ecting t.h~ attendance of the children or otherwise that render 
such a cpurse necessary or desirable and if provision is' made 
therefor in the Time-Table; under the following conditions :-

. . 

(a) that the parents do not object to the attendance of 
their children for the purpose of reJigious instruction at 
such intermediate time, and 

(\;I) that any such arrangement shall not interfere in, any 
way with the usefulness . of the school by preventing 
children of any religious denomination from availing 
themselves of its other advantages or by subjecting 
those in attendance to any inconvenience, and 

(c) . that a separate apartment shall. (where practicable) be 
provided for the reception of those children who, ac-, 
cording to these Regulations,. should not be· present 
thereat. . 

5. Where the·secular instruction pe~iod precedes the religious 
"instruction period the teacher must, before religious instruction 
begins, announce that the time for such instruction has arrived; 
and there must be a sufficient interval between the times when 
·the secular instruction period ends, and the religious instruction,.' 
period begins, to enable those children whose parents obj ect to their 
receiving the religious instruction about to be given to absent 
themselves from such instruction. The teacher is required. to put 
up and keep up throughout the, time for religious instruction 
within the view of all the pupils a notification containing the 
words" RELIGIOUS INS',I'RUOTION" printed in large charact-
ers thereon, . 

. 6. No secular instruction, literary or other, may be carried 
on in the same apartment simultaneously with religious instruc­
tion, nor may -the ordinary school business be interrupted or 
suspended by any religious exercise whatever except as pro­
vided in these Regulations.. The books used for religious in­
struction must at the termination t.hereof be laid aside in the press 
or other place appropriated for keeping the school books. 
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. 7. The religious instruction of the pupils given in the 
schoolroom shall be under the control of the 'clergymen or teachers 
or other persons communicating it, except so far as the parents 
object" and signify their disapproval. No other person shall be 
entitled to 1;>e present at or to interfere ~ith the jnstruction save 
as under Reg~ation 12 hereof. : 

8: In voluntary schools which are vei:?ted in the Ministry 
or in Trustees under deeds to :which the Ministry is a party those 
clergymen or teachers or other persons to whom the paren~s do 
not object must have access to. the chilt;lren in the· schoolroom 
for the purpose of giving them religious instruction there during .. 
the time or times set apart in ~he Time-Table fonmch Instruction. 

9~ In voluntary sclfools to which the immediately preceding 
regulation does not apply, the manager or school committee, as 

. the case may be, shall determine whether any, and, if a4y, what 
religious instruction shall be given in· the schoolroom.. But, 
whether they do or do not permit it to be given in the schoolroom, 
the Time-Table for secular instruction . must be so arranged that 
no children "shall be deprived of opportunities for receiving else­
where if necess?>ry at reason"able times such religious instruction 
as their parents desire for them. 

10.-(i) The reading of the Holy Scriptures, the teaching 
of catechisms, public prayer ~nd al1 other religious exercises come 
within. the· regulations for religiOUS lllstruction. 

(ii). In provided and transferred schools, and in voluntary 
schools in which opportunities are required under the Act and 
Regulation 8 hereof to be afforded for religious instruction, the 
parents of. the children have the right to require the educat·!on 
authority, the managers, or the school committee, as the case 
may be, to afford opportunitiesror the reading of the Holy 
S9rip(;ures in the schoolroom under persons to whom the 
parents do not object, . 

11. The religious denomination of the children attending 
public elementary schools must" be ascertaihed from the parents 
by the edllcation authority, the manager·or the school committee, 
as the case· may be, and must, as so ascertained, be recorded in 
registers and roll books ·supplied by the Ministry, and such 
registers and roll books shall be open at the school at all reason­
able times to inspection· by the parent of, any child attending 
the school or by ,any officer of the Ministry. 

12. The attenda·nce of children at religious instruction at 
the school shall be marked by the teachers on the ordinary staff of 
the school in.the registers and-roll books supplied by the Ministry. 
If the religious instructi)n is not given by members of the 
ordinary staff they shall nevertheless be in attendance at the 
school at the time. or times set apart in the Time-Table for 
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religious in~truction, so far as may be nec!3ssary for the purpo;;e 
of recording the attendance of children as aforesaid and of seeing 
'that the Regulations affecting such at~endance are observed and 
'for the maintenance of order and discipline. 

13. In voluntary schools the manager or school committee, 
as t:p.e case iU9,y be, shall be responsible for the making of arrange­
ments ,for the religious instru<;ltion to be given at the school" 
provide'd that due facilities shall be afforded ,for the exerci~eby " 
clergymen, teache's or other persons of the rights referred to in 
Regulation 8 hereof in ~chools to which tha.t Regulation applies . 

. "14. tn provided and transferred schoblsthe educab.ion 
authority shall, at least t'tvice in each year, if so requested 
by the clergymen of the various reHgious denominabions 
in the vicinity of the schools, .communicltte to them the names 
of the children in, attendance thereat who, belong to the respective 
religions den~minations: 

i$. If 'arrangements for religious instruction t.), which a; 

parent does not ol)ject are not'made at the school, th~ chil,d of such 
parent mi1y not be permitted to remain in attepdance dUrlng 
the time or t,imes' at which religious instruction is being given. 

Provided thi1b, arrangements may be made by two or moi~e 
religious denOIninations, for a common syllabus of religious in­
struction to be given to children whose parents do not object 
thereto by clergymen, teachers. or other persons belonging to any' 
of the denomination,S entering into such' an arrangement. 

16. Iil all. prOVIded and transferred schools, and in voluntary : 
,schools in whioh opportunities are required under the Act and 
R,egulatio!,!s 8 hereof to be afforded for religious instruction, 'the 
school Time-Table must provide that at least one half-h011r daily, 
or its' reasonable equivalent within 'each week, shaH be set",apart 
for that, purpose. , 

17. In giving effect to these Regulations due regard sha,11 be 
had to parental right and authority, and accordingly no child 
shall receive or be present at any religious instruction .of which 
its parents disapprove. 

18. In case of doubt or dispute as to the meaning- or effect 
of any of these Regulations the decision of the Mipistry theJ;eon 
shall be ,:final. ' 

, " 19~ The.;;e Regulations .shall come into. force on and a,fter 
the first day of July, nineteen hundred and, twenty-four. 

Given under the Seal 0.£ the Ministry of. Education for 
Norther;r. Ireland this eleventh day of March, 1924. 

L., M,'Quibban, 

(r •. /? ) Secretary. 


