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Elections: County Boroughs. 

THE ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF QOUNTY BOROUGHS 
(N ORTHERN IRELAND) ELEOTION (CONSOLIDATION) ORDER, 
1929, DATED 5TH DECEMBER, 1929, MADE BY THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND. 

1929. No. 135. 

, To the Council of each County Borough in Northern Ireland; 
To the Town Clerk of each such County Borough; and 
To all others whom it may concern. 

WHEREAS by the Local Government, (Application of Enact
ments) Order, 1898, being an Order in Council, made on the 
22nd day of December, 1898, by the Lord Lieutenant in purs:uance 
of Section 104 of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, it 
was, amongst other things, ordered that the election of Aldermen 
and Councillors of County Boroughs in, Ireland should, subject 

'to the provisions of the Act, be conducted according to rules 
framed under the said Order by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland, and that the rules should provide for the matters and 
things in the said Order mentioned: . 

.kid whereas the powers and duties of the Local Government 
Board for Ireland, under the said Order and Act; are now vested 
as respects Northern ireland in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
for Northern Ireland: 

A11d whereas it ,is enacted by Section 2 of the Local Govern-
'ment Act (Northern Ireland), 1922, that no person shall be 
deemed to have been duly nominated for eleotion as a member 
of a Borough Council unless his cop.sent, in writing, to such 
nomination has been signified to the Returning Officer and a 
deposit, of an amount of twenty-five pounds has been paid to 
the Returning Officer not later than the date prescribed for 
the receipt of nomination papers: and that the power of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland to frame rules 
for the conduct of elections shall include power~ 

(a) to prescribe conditions upon which deposits made 
by an unsuccessful candidate may be returned; and 

(b) to prescribe the manner in which consents may be 
given by candida~es,to their nomination as Aldermen 
or Councillors of the Council of a Borough. 

Now, therefore, the Ministry of Home Affairs for 'Northern 
Ireland in exercise of the powers vested in it by the LoCl.il 
Government Acts (Northern Ireland~, 1898 to 1929, and of all 
other powers enabling ,the Ministry in that behalf, hereby orders 

,a]ld directs th~t, subject to any directions that may be given 
by the said Ministry, or until the ;Ministry otherwise orders, 
I 
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the following rules shall be observed in connection with the 
election of Aldermen and .councillors of County Boroughs in 
Northern Ireland: 

Returning Office?', 
1.-(1) The Town Clerk shall be the Returning Officer for the 

election of Aldermen and Councillors of a County Borough. 

(2) If the office of Town Clerk is vacant when any duty relative 
to the election has to be performed by him,or if he .from iH~ess 
or other cause is unabJe to perform or to complete the perform- . 
ance of such duty, the Council shall appoint some other person 
to act as Returning Officer or to perform such of the duties of the 
Returning Officer as then remain to be performed, as the case 
may be. 

(3) The Returning Officer shall appoint some place within the 
County Borough as an Office for the purpose of the election. 

(4) The Returning Officer may, in writing, appoint ·a fit 
person to be his deputy for all or any of the purposes relating to 
the election of Councillors and in those years in which Aldermen 
are elected, to the election of Aldermen .and Councillors. A 
Deputy Returning Officer shaH have all the powers, duties,and 
liabilities of the Returning Officer in relation to the matters in 
respect of which he is appointed as deputy. . 

Day,ot Election. 
2.-(1) The day of the election of Councillors and, ·inthose 

years in which Aldermen are elected, of Aldermen and Cpun:' 
cillors shall be that prescribed by the Act, and mentioned in 
Table .(a) of the First Schedule to this Order. 

(2) In the case of an election specially held to fill·one or more 
:casual vacancies the day of election shall be fixed by the Return-· 
·,ing Officer, provided that the same shall be within the time 
prescribed by Rule 28 of this Order. 

Notice ot Election. 
3. Not later than the day prescribed for that purpose by the 

First Schedule to this Order,the Returning Officer shall prepare 
and sign a notice of the election of .councillors and, in those years 
in which Aldermen are elected, of Aldermen and Councillors . 
in the Wards in which theelectioll ~s to be held, and shall cause· 
notice to be given of the same in accordance with Rule 32 of 
this Order in each such Ward. The notice shall be in the F0rm 
No.1 in the Second Schedule to this Order, or in a form to the 
like effect. 

N o'lnination ot Oandidates. 
4.-(1) Each candidate for election as an Alderman orC0un

cilloI' shall be nominated in writing. 
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(2) The nomination paper shall state the name of the ward for 
which the candidate is nominated, the surname and other name or 

. names in full of the candidate, who must be a local government 
elector for the county. borough or the owner of property held 
by freehold, leasehold, or any other tenure within the county 
borough, and his place of abode and description. It shall he 
signed by two Local Government Electors of the Ward as pro
poser and seconder and no more, and shall state their respective 
places of abode and their respective numbers on the register of 
electors, and the Polling District letter. It shall'be in the form 
set out in the notice in the Form No.1 in the Second Schedule 
to this Order or in a form to the like effect. 

(3) The name of more than O1).e candidate shall not be inser.ted 
in anyone nomination paper. 

(4) A Local Government Elector s4all not sign more nomina
tion papers than there are Aldermen or Councillors to be elected 
for the Ward: nor shall he sign a nomination paper for .any 
Ward other than one in respect of which he is registered as an 
elector. 

(5) If any Local Government Elector shall sign nomination 
papers for more than one Ward,the ·nomination papers signed 
by him relating to the. first Ward for \vhich a nomination paper 
signed by him is received by the Returning Officer shall alone be 
valid, and of the nomination papers signed by him which relate 
to that vVard such as are first re.ceived by the Returning Officer 
up to the number of Aldermen or CoUIicillors respectively to be 
elected shall alone be valid. Provided that for the purposes of 
this paragraph nomination papers not properly fille<;l up and 
signed shall be excluded . 

(6) Each person who shall be nominated for election as alder
man or councillor shall signify in writing to the Returning Officer 
not later tha,n the date prescribed for the receipt -of nominatiOn 
papers his consent to such nomination. Every such consent shall 
be witnessed by two Local Goyernment Elec.tors of the borough, 
who shall state their places of abode and respective numbers on 
the register of electors, the name ·of the Ward and the Polling 
District letter, and shall be in the form set out in the notice in the 
Form No. IA in the Second Schedule to this Order or in a form to 
the like effect, and delivered at the office of the Returning Officer 
within the time prescribed during the usual office hours by either 
the candidate or his proposer or second~r .. 

Provided that where a candidate is prevented by reason of ill
ness or other sufficient cause from signifying his consent in writing, 
such consent may be given on his behalf in the form set oub in the 
notice in the Form No. IB in the Second Schedule to this order, 
or in a form to the like effect by a Local Government Elector of 
the borough duly authorised to signify such consent. 
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Nomination Papers to be provided~ 

5. The Returning Officer shall provide nomination papers and 
forms for candidates' consent to nomination. Any Locai Govern
ment Elector may obtain nomination papers and forms of consent 
to nomination from the Returning Officer free of charge, provided 
that no such ele·ctor shall be entitled to obtain from th~ Returning 
Officer more nomination papers or forms of consent to nomination 
than there are Aldermen and Councillors to be elected for the . 
Ward. 

Time for sending in Nomination Papers. 

6. Every nomination paper shall be delivered by the candidate 
or by his proposer or seconder to the Returning Officer at his office, 
during the usual office hours, within the time prescribed for that 
purpose by the First Schedule to this Order. A nomination 
paper delivered after that time shall not be valid. The Returning 
Officer shall note on each nomination paper whether it was 
delivered before or after that time~ 

Dealing with Nominations by Retuming Officer. 

7.-(1) The Returning Officer shall number the nomination 
papers in the order in which they are received by him; and the 
first valid nomination paper received for a candidate for election 
either as Alderman or Councillor, as the .case may be, shall be 
deemed to be the nomination of that candidate, and no other 
nomination paper subsequently received for such candidate shall 
have any fOl'ce or effect whatever. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall, as soon as practicable after 
the receipt of any nomination paper, examine and decide whether 
it has or has not been properly filled up and signed by two Local 
Government Electors, and whether it is or is not invalid under 
Rule 4 (5) or Rule 6. His decIsion that a nomination paper has 
been so filled up and signed, and is not invalid as aforesaid, shall 
be final, and shall not be questioned in any proceeding whatever, 
nor shall he examine any nomination paper subsequently received 
for the same candidate. . 

(3) If the Returning Officer shall decide that a nomination 
.p~tper is invalid, he shall put a note on it to this effect, stating 
the grounds of his decision and he shall sign such note. 

(4) After deciding that the nomination of any candidate is 
valid, or (except where some other nom.inationof the candidate 
has been decided to be valid) that a nomination paper for any 
candidate is invalid, the Returning Officer shall, not later than 
the day prescribed for that purpose by the First Schedule to this 
Order, send, by post or otherwise, notice of his decision to. the 
candidate. 
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Statement as to Persons nominated. 
8. Not later than the day prescribed for that purpose by'the 

First Schedule to this Order, the Returning Officer shaH make 
out a Statement in the Form No: 2 in the Second Schedule to 
this Order, or in a form to the like !?:ffect,containing the namer:<, 
places of abode, and descriptions of the persons validly nominated 
for election as Councillors and, in a year in which Aldermen are to 

. be elected, as Aldermen or Councillors respectively for the 
several Wards for which the election is to be held, who have not 
withdrawn their candidature and also containing the names 
of-the persons signing their respective nomination papers as pro
posers and seconders. He shall forthwith cause a copy thereof 
to be suspended in the room in which meetings of the Council are 
held, and also one to be affixed on the principal external gate or 
door of the City or Town Hall. , .. 

Withdmwal of Oandidate. 

9. Any candidate may withdraw his candida~ure by delivering 
or causing to be delivered at the Office of the Returning Officer, 
wibhin the time prescribed for that purpose by the First Schedule 

. to this, Order, a notice in writing of such withdrawal, signed by 
him. Such notice of'withdrawal shall be. delivered by the can-
dIdate or by his proposer or seconder. . 

Relation of Nomination to Election. 

10. Section 56 of the Municip~l Corporations Act, 1882, shal~ 
be altered and adapted in it's application to the election of 
Aldermen and Councillors of a County Borough so as to be read 
as follows :- . 

(1) If the number of candidates who receive valid nomina
tions for election to the office oI Aldermen or Councillor, 
as the case may be, for any Ward, and who do not with
draw their candiq.ature under Rule 9, exceeds the 
number of Aldermen or Councillo.rs respectively to be 
elected for the Ward, the Alderman or Aldermen and the 
Councillor or Councillors, as the case may be, 'shall be 
elected from among the persons in each case respectively 

. so nominated. . 

(2) If the number of candidates :who receive valid nomina
:tions is in any case equal to, or is; by the withdrawal of 
any candidate as provided by Rule 9 or otherwise in any 
case, reduced to a number equal to the number of 
vacancies, the Returning Officer shall, as early as practi
cable, give public notice, in accordance with Rule 31 of 
this Order, that. nO poll will be' taken and that the 
candidate or ca·udidates s.o nominated will be declared 
to be elected. 
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(3) If the number of candidates at any election of Aldermen 
or Councillors for a Ward who receive valid nominations 

.is less than, oris; by the withdJ;'awa:lo£ any candidate, as' 
provided by Rul~ 9, or otherwise reduced to a number 
less than the number of vacancies, the Returning 
Officer shall give public notice, in 'accordance wit h 
Rule 32 of this Order, bhat no poll will be taken; and that 
the candidate or candidates so nominated will be de
clared to be· elected; and also that such of any retiring 
COlll1cillors for the ";Yard,as were highest on the poll at 
their eJecition, or if the poll was equal or there was no 
poll, as shall have heen selected by the Returning 
Officer by lot to make up the required number will be 
declared to be deemed to be re-elected. 

(4) If after due notice'has been given of an ordinary election 
to fill the office of Alderman for a Ward no candidate 
receives a valid nomination, the Ret.urning Officer shall 
give public notice, in accordance with'Rule 32 of this 
Order, that the retiring Alderman will be deClared to 
be deemed to be re-Blected. 

(5) If after due notice has been given of au' ordinary elec
tion of Councillors for a Ward no candidate receives a 
valid nomination, the Returning Officer shall give 
public notice, in accordance with Rule 32 6f this Order, 
that the retiring Councillors will be declared to be 
deemed to be re-elected. 

. (6) 

(7) 

If, at an election specia.Ily heJd to fill two or more 
casual vacancies in the office of Alderman or Councillor 
for any Ward, the number 'of candidates who receive 
valid nominations is, in any case, less, or is any way 
reduced to a number less than the number of vacancies 
to be filled, the Returning Officp,r shall give pubJic 
notice, in accordance with Rule 32 of this Order, that no 
poll will be taken; and that the candidate or candidates 
so nominated will be declared to be elected, the order 
of rotation being determined by the Council, and the 
Council may choose, by ballot, some duly qualified 
person or persons to filJ the remaining vacancy or the 
several remaining vacancies, as the'case may be. 

If, after dtle ilOtice has been given that an election 
will be specially held to fill one or more casual v'acancies 
in the office of Alderman or Councillor for any Ward, no 
candidate receives a valid nomination, the Gouncil may 
choose, by ballot, some duly qualified person or persons 
to fill the vacancy or the several vacancies, as the case 
may be. ' , 
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(8) The Returning Officer shall forthwith send, by post or 
otherwise, a copy of any notice under this R,ule to each 
Ot the persons who will be declared to be elected or to 
be deemed to be re-elected. 

(9) The notice shall be in the Form No.3 or the Form 
No.4, as the base may be, in the Second Schedule to this 
Order, or in a form to the like effect. 

Oonditions affecting Deposits. 
11.-(1) The deposit prescribed by section 2 of the Local 

Government Act (Northern Ireland), 1922, may be made by the 
deposit of any legal tender, and in a case where any person is 
a candidate for election for more than one ward, he shall make a 
separate deposit in respect of his candidature for each ward. 

(2) If after the amount of the'deposit prescribed by Section 2 
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland), 1922, has been 
paid-

(a) the candidate is not deemed to be validly nominated, 
the returning officer shall return to him the deposit; or 

(b) if the candicl.ate dies before the day of election t]le 
, deposit, if made by him, shall be returned to his legal 
personal representative, or if not made by him shall be 
returned to the person by whom ,the deposit was made. 

(3) If a candidate who has made the r~quired deposit is not 
elected, and the number of votes polled by him exceeds one
eighth of the total number of votes polled at the election, the 
returning officer shall; as soon as practicable after the day of the 
election, return the amount of the deposit to the candidate. 

Provided that where a candidate is nominated for' election as 
aiderman or councillor for more than one ward, or an alderman 
and councillor for the same ward of the borough, he shall in no 
case recover his deposit more than once. 

(4) For the purpose of this article the number of votes polled 
shall be deemed to be the number of ballot papers (other than 
spoilt ballot papers) counted in respect of an elecbion of aldermen 
or councillors as the case may be for any ward. 

Day and Hours of Poll. 
12. The poll, if any shall pe held on the day of election as 

prescribed or defined in the first Schedule to this Order, and the 
hours during which the poll shall be open shall be from 8 a,m. till 
8 p.m. 

13. Whenever an Alderman, or Aldermen, and a Councillor, 
or Councillors, are to be elected for any Ward, the polls for both 
elections shall be taken together. 
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, 14. The Returning Officer shall determine the number and 
situation of the polling places and stations. 

Provided as follows :-
(a) No premises licensed for the sale of intoxicating liquor 

shall be used for a polling station. 
(b) The polling stations for the election of Aldel;men and 

Councillors when the pops for the two elections are 
taken al~ogether shall be the same. 

(c) Where the number of Local Government Electors in .th~ 
Ward is not more than five hundred, only one polling 
station shall, unless the Council otherwise direct, be pro
vided for the Ward; and so on for each additional five" 
hundred Local Government Electors,. or for any number 
of I .. ocal Government Electors over and above the las~ 
five hp,ndre<;l. ProVided that, nothing in this sub-section 
shall make it obligatory llpon him to have a separate 
polling station for every five hundred such ele"Ctors. 

Notice of Poll. 

15.-(1) If a poll has to be taken, the Returning Officer shall, 
within the time prescribed for that purpose by t~e First Schedule 
to tills Order, give public notice thereof in accordance with 
Rule 32 of this Order. _ -The notice shall specify :-

(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll ; 
(b) the n,ames, place of abode, and description of each (lan

didate for the Ward whom he has decided to have been 
nominated by a valid no:r.nination paper, and who has 
not withdrawn his candidature; 

- (c) the names of the proposer and seconder who signed the' 
nomination paper of each candidate; 

(d) a description of ~he polling districts, if any, and 
(e) the situation and allotment of the polling places and 

polling stations, and the description of the persons 
entitled to -vote thereat. . 

(2) The notice shall be in the Form No. 5 in the Second 
Schedule to this Order, or in a form to the like effect. 

P1'esiding' Officers. 

16. The Returning: Officer, or some person appointed by him 
for the purpose, shall preside at each polling station. The person 
presiding at any polling station shall be called the Presiding 
Officer. -Provided that at any polling station the same- person 
shall act as Presiding Officer for the elections of Aldermen and' 
CouncHlors when the polls for these election~ are taken together. 
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Oompartments of Polling Stations-Ballot Papers. 

17. The Returning Officer shall furnish every polling station. 
with a sufficient number of compartments in which the voters 
can mark their votes screened from observation, and shall furnish 
each Presiding Officer with such number of ballot papers as may 
be necessary for effectually taking the poll at the election. 

Polling A'gents, 

18. Each candidate may, in vvriting, appoint a polling agent 
for each polling station, who may be paid or uilpaid, Any such 
appointment shall be delivered at the office of the Returning 
Officer not less than two clear days before the date of the poll. 
Ex~ept as aforesaid no polling or personation agent, whether paid 
9r unpaid, shall be appointed for the purposes of the election, 

. 
Prohibition ot Voting in more than one Wara-:-Q1testions to 

Elect01', 

19.~-(1) A Local Government Elector shall not vote in more 
than one Ward in the County Borough; provided that this 
shall not prevent a person registered as a local government elector 
in respect of several company qualifications possessed by different 
companies from voting in one or more wards by virtue of each 
company qualification in respect of which he ie registered or from 
voting by virtue of a qualification other than a company qualifi
cation in respect of which he is registered. 

(2) The Presiding Officer may, and if required by any polling 
agent appointed under Rule 18 shall, put to any elector at the 
time of his applying for a ballot paper, but not afterwards, the 
following questions, or one of them, and no other :-

(a) Are you the person entered in the Local Government 
register for this Ward as follows (read the whole entry 
from the register) ~ 

(b) Have you, already ·voted at the present election of 
Councillors (or. Aldermen, or Aldermen and Councillors, 
as the case may be). in this. or any other Ward of the 
County Borough in respect of a qualification other than 
a company qualification ~ 

(3) A person required to answer either of these questions shall 
not receive a ballot paper or be permitted to vote until he has 

. answered it in the manner and to· the effect prescribed. in Section 
27 of the First Schedule to the Ballot Act, 1872, as adapted and 
printed in the Third Schedule to 'this Order. 
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Oounting the Vote8. 

20. The Returning Officer when he does not act as a Presiding 
Officer at any polling station for the 'Ward, shall appoint some 
one of the Presiding Officers to act as Deputy Returning Officer 
for the Ward as regards the custody and opening of the ballot 
boxes, the counting and recording of the votes, and the declara
tion of the number of votes given for each candidate, and of the 
election of the candidate or candidat,es to whom the largest num
ber of votes has been given. The person so appointed shall, in 
addit.ion to his other powers a,nd duties, have all the powers 
and duties of the Returning Ojficer in relation to the matters 
aforesaid and to the decisjon of any question as to any ballot 
paper and otherwise as to the ballot papers: 

(2) When polls for the election both' 'of an Alderman or 
Aldermen and a Councillor or Councillors in any Ward 9f a 
County Borough are taken together, the same person shall dis
charge the duties referred' to in Paragraph (1) of this Rule in 
relation to both elections. ' 

(3) The votes shall be counted in the Ward or in some place 
near thereto as soon as prac,!,icable after the close of the poll. 

Eq~Lality of Vote8. 

21. If an equality of votes is found to exist between any 
candidates, and the addition of a vote would entitle any of such 
candidates to be declared ejected, the Returning Officer or 
Deputy Returning Officer, who counts the votes, shall determine 
by lot vvhich of the' candidates whose votes are equal shaH be 
elected. 

Declaration of Re8ult of Poll. 

22.-(1) The deciaration of the result of the poll shall be in the 
, Form No.6 in the Second Schedule to this Order, or in a form to 

the like effect. 

(2) The Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the 
case may be, making the declaration shall forthwith cause a copy 
of it to be affixed to the front of the building in which the votes 
have been counted. If the declaration'is made by a Deputy 
Returning Officer, he sha,ll forthwith send it to the Returning 
Officer. 

P~lblication of Result of Election8. 

23.-(1) The Returning Officer shall prepare and sign a notice 
of the result of the elections in all the Wards in ,the County 
Borough for which elections are held, and shall by such notice 
declare to be elected or to be deemed to be re-elected the persons 
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who, under Rule 10, are to be declared to be elected or to be 
deemed to be re-elected without a poll being taken. The Notice 
shall be in the Form No.7 in the Second Schedule to this Order, 
or ina form to the like effect. . 

(2) The Returning Officer shall cause a copy of the notice to 
be suspended in· the room in which' meetings of t.he Council are 
held, and another copy to be affixed to the principal external 
gate or door' of the City or Town Hall, and he shall also cause 
public notice thereof to be given in accordance with Rule 32 of 
this Order. The Returning Officer shall also send copies of the 
notice to the persons elected or deemed to be re-elected. 

Application and Adaptation at Ballot Act, 1872. 
24. The provisions of the Ballot Act, 1872, which, with 

adaptatiollf! and alterations, are set out in the Third Schedule to 
this Order, and only such provisions of that Act shall, subject to 
such adaptatiom and al~erations, apply to the election of Alder- ... 
men and Councillors of a County Borough. 

Provided as follows :-
. (a) Such applications shall be subject.to the provisions of 

this Order. 
(b) When polls are taken together for the elect.ion of Alder

man or Aldermen and Councillor or Councillors of any 
Ward of a COUJity Borough, one ballot box may, if the 
Returning Officer thinks fit, be used for the two elec
tions; but if separate ballot boxes are used for the two 
elections respectively, no vote for any Alderman shall be 
rendered invalid by the ballot paper being placed in the 
box intended for the reception' of ballot papers for 
Councillors, nor shall any vote for a Councillor be 
rendered invalid by the ballot paper being placed in the 
box intended for the reception of ballot papers for 
Aldermen. 

(c) That ballot papers used at the election of an Alderman 
shall be of a different colour from that of any ballot 
papers used in the election of any Councillors of the 
Ward when the polls for both elections are taken 
together. 

Adaptation at Mun:icipal Corporations Act, 1882. 
25.-(1) The provisions of Sections 74 and 75 of the Municipal 

Corporations Act, 1882, which with adaptations and alterations, 
are set out in the Fourth Schedule to this Order, shall, subject 
to such \1daptations and alterations, apply to the election of 
Aldermen and Councillors in County Boroughs, and to the per
sons elected or deemed to be re-elected thereat. 

(2) The provisions of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, ~882 (relating to Corrupt Practices and Election Petitions), 



124 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

as amended by the Municipal Electiops (Corrupt and .Illegal
Practices) Act, 1884, shall apply to an election of Aldermen or 
Councillors ~f a County Borough as if such election were a 
municipal election within the meaning of those Acts. Always 
provided that :--

(a) Such application shall be subject. to the provisions of 
this Order. 

(b) In the application of Sub-section (2) of Section 89 such 
Sub-section shall be adapted and altered so as to read as 
follows :--
" (2} The security shall be to the amount of Fifty 

"Pounds, unless in any case the High Court of 
" Justice in Northern Ireland, or a Judge thereof 
" on summons, order that the same shall be to a 
" lesser amount, or to a larger amount not exceeding 
" Three Hundred Pounds, and shall be given in the 
"prescribed manner, either by a deposit of money 
" or by a recognizance entered into" by not more" 
"than four sureties, or partly in one way and 
" partly in the other." 

Application of M~tnicipal Elections (q01"1"~{,pt and Illegal 
Pmctices) Act, 1884. 

26. The Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) 
Act, 1884, shall apply to an election of Aldermen or Councillors 
of a COlIDty Borough "as if such election. were a Municipal Election 
within the meaning of that Act: always provided that :-

(1) Such application shall be subject to the provisions of 
this Order. 

(2) An elecbion petition complaining of the election on the 
groUJid of an illegal practice may be presented at any 
time within six weeks after the day of election. 

(3) In Section 34 of the Act" Burgess Roil" shall mean 
the Local Government :j:{,egister. 

"(4) Section 37 of the Act shall be read as if a reference to 
an election of Aldermen and Councillors of a County 
Borough or of COlIDcillors only, as the case may be, was 
substituted for a reference to any of the elections men
tioned in the First Schedule to the Act. 

27. For the purposes of this Order the words " High Court and 
Judge of the High Court" in the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882, and the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884, shall mean the High Court of Justice in 
Northern Ireland and a Judge of the said COllft, respectively, and 
the words "" Director of Public Prosecutions" shall mean the 
Attorney-General for Northern Ireland. 
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Special Elections to fill Oasual V iwancies 
28.-(1) In the event of a casual vacancy occurring by death, 

resignation, or otherwise, in the office of Alderman or Councillor 
of any Ward of a County Borough, the vacancy shall be filled in 
the following manner: .. 

An election shall be held to fill the office within twenty-one 
. days after notice in writing of the vacancy shall have been given 
to the Town Clerk by two Local Government Electors of the 
Ward in respect of which the vacancy has occurred, and the 
usual proceedings for such election shall be taken at the times 
and within the periods mentioned in the First Schedule to this 
Order with respect to elections not held at the time of ordinary 
elections. 

(2) In case of more than one casual vacancy being filled at the 
sa;rne election, not being the ordinary election, the person elected 
by the smallest number of votes shall be deemed to be elected 
in the place of him who would regularly have firs·t gone out of 
office, and the person elected by the next smallest 'number of 
votes shall be deemed to be elected in the place of him who would 
regularly have next gone out of office, a~d so with respect to the 
others: and if there has not been a contested election or if any 
doubt arises by reason of equality of votes or from any other 
cause, the order of rotation 'shall be determined by the Council. 

(3) Pro'vided that: 
Nothing in this Order shall authorize or require a Returning 

Officer to hold an election to fill a casual vacancy which 
. occurs within six months before the ordinary day of 
retirement from the office in which the vacancy occurs, 
and the vacancy shall be filled at the next ordinary 
election. 

Who to be deemed to fill Oasual Vacancies at Ordinary 
Elections. 

29. In the event of one or more casual vacancies being filled up 
at the ordinary election, where there is a poll, the persons elected 
by the fewest votes shal'l be deemed elected to fill such vacancies. 
Should there be an equality of votes between such persons, 

. the Council shall determine which of such persons shall be 
deemed elected to fill the. casual vacancy. If the persons elected 
to fill the casual vacancies will hold office for different periods, 
the person elected by the fewest votes, or if the" votes are equal, 
the person selected by the Council from the persons so elected 
shall hold office for the shorter period. When there is no poll 
the person or persons to be deemed to be elected to fill the cas\lal 
vacancy or vacancies shall be determined by the Council. 

30.-( 1) Every person elected to fill a casual vacancy shall hold 
the office until the time when the person in whose place he is 
ejected or deemed to be elected wonld regularly have gone out of 
office. . 
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(2) Non-acceptance of office by a person elected or deemed ·to 
be re-elected cr.eates a casual vacancy. 

Expenses. 
31.-(1) Any sum which may be payable to the Return.ing 

Officer in respect of his services in taking a poll in the Ward, or 
in respect of expenses incurred in relation to such poll, shall be· 
defrayed by the Council out of any fund or rate app-lica1;>le to the 
general expenses of the County Borough. 

(2) Any other sum which may be payable to the Returning 
Officer in respect of his services in the conduct of the election, or 
in respect of expenses incurred in relation to the election, s4all-in 
lUre manner be defrayed by the Council. 

Publication of Notices. 
32. Any public notice re.quired by this Order shall be given by 

posting the same at every courthouse, police station, markethouse 
and other usual place for posting public notices within the ward. 

Register of Electors. 
33. For the purpose of effectually conducting the elections <;>f 

Aldermen or Councillors or Aldermen and Councillors the Return
ing Officer shall in the Register of Electors to be used at each 
polling station rule out with green ink the names of all persons not 
entitled to vote as Local Government Electors . 

. 1Wark instead of Signature. 
34. In place of any signature required by this Order it shall be 

sufficient for the signatory to affix his mark if the same is witnessed 
by two Local Government Electors. 

. Misnorner-Inacc1b?'ate Descriptions. 
35. No misnomer or inaccurate description of any person or 

place named in any notice or nomination paper under this .order' 
shall hinder the full operation. of such notice or paper with 
respect to that person or place, provided the description of that 
person or place is such as to be commonly understood. 

Revocation of previous Orders. 
36. The Aldermen and Councillors of County Boroughs (Ire

land) Election Order, 1898, and any Orders amending or applying 
the same, are hereby revoked. 

37. This Order may be cited as the Aldermen andCouucillors 
of County Boroughs (Northern Ireland) Election (Consolidl;ttion) 
Order, 1929. 
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Given under the Seal of thE' lVIinistry of Home Affairs for 
Northern Ireland, this fifth day of December, 
in the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-
nine. 

(L.s.) D. L. Olarke, 

Assistant Secretary. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

a.-TIMES FOR THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE ORDINARY ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS 
[OR ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS] IN COUNTY BOROUGHS. 

Proceeding. 

1. Notice of Election 
2. Receipt of Nomination Papers 

3. Withdrawalof'Candidates 

4. Sending Notice of decision as to 
validity ,of Nomination Papers. 

5. Making out Statement as to persons 
validly nominated. 

6. Notice of Poll .. 
7. Day of Election 

Time. 

Not later than January 1.' 
Not later than five ci'clock p.m. on 

January 5. . 
Not later than five o'clock p.m. on 

January 6. 
As soon as practicable after receipt, 

but in any case not later than 
January 7. 

Not later than January 7. 

Not later than January 8. 
January 15. 

Note.-If any of the dates in the above Table falls on a Sunday the reference 
to it shall be construed as a reference to the following day, and references to 
subsequent dates, other than the date for the day of election, shall be construed 
in like manner. 

b.-TIMES FOR THE PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS NOT HELD AT THE TIME OF THE 
ORDINARY ELECTIONS. . 

Proceeding. 

1. Notice of EI(,)ction 

2. Receipt of Nomination Papers 

3. Withdrawal of Candidates 

4. Sending notice of decision as} 
to validity of Nomination 
Papers .. .. 

5. IVIaking out Statement as to 
persons validly nominated 

6. Notice of Poll .. 

7. Day of Election 

Time. 

Not later than fourteen days before 
the day of Election. 

Not later than five o'clock p.m. on 
the fourth day after the day on 
which the Notice of Election was 
given. 

Not later than five o'clock p.m. on 
the day after the last day for the 
receipt of Nomination Papers. 

Not later than the second day after· 
the last day for the· receipt of 
Nomination Papers. 

Five clear days at least before day 
of Election. 

Such day as may be fi."{ed by the 
Returning Officer, in accordance 
with Rule 28 of this Order. 

~-------------------'--~--------.---'----
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SECOND SCH.EDULFJ 

, Form No. 1. 

N OTIOE OF ELECTION. 

County Borough of Ward 

Election of Councillor (or Councillors) or Alderman and Councillor. 

Notice is hereby given that-

1. The day of election of councillor (or alderman and councillors, &c.) for the 
said wa~d will be ' the day of 19 . 

2. Each .candidate must be nominated in writing, and the nomination paper 
must be delivered to me at (which is my office for tho 
purpose of the election) not later than five o'clock p.m. on , the 
day of I 19 

3. Each candidate for election as alderman or councillor must ill t,he prescribed 
form or a form to the like effect signify in writing his consent to his nomination; 
such consent must be delivered to me by the candidate or his proposer or seconder 
at my office not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day of 

, 19 
4. Each candidate for election as alderman or councillor must deposit 01' 

cause to be deposited with me at my office not later than five o'clock p.m. on the 
day of 19 , a sum of 

twenty-five pounds. 

5. A local government elector must n<;>t sign more nomination papers than 
there are aldermen or councillors to be elected for the ward, and he must not 
sign a nomination paper for'the ward unless he is registered as a local gove=ent 
elector in respect of a qualification therein. 

6. Forms of nomination paper and of consent to nomination may be obtained· 
free of charge, from me at the above-named office, by any local gove=ent 
elector; but no local government elector will be entitled to obtain more nomina
tion papers orforms of consent to nomination than there are aldermen or councillors 
to be elected for the ward. 

7. The n~mination paper must be in the following form, or in a form to t,hG 
like effect:-

FORM OF NOMINATION PAPER. 

County ·Borough of "Vard. 

Election of Councillor (or Councillors or Alderman) for the above ward 
in the year 19 . 

We, the undersigned, being respectively electors of the said ward for the y·ear. 
do hereby nominate the undermentiol1ed person as a 

candidate at the said election. 

NAMES OF CANDIDATES. 
Place of 

Surname. Other Names 
in full. 

Abode. Description. 

1 2 3 4 

I 
I 
I 



Elections : . County Boroughs 129 . 

Signature of Proposer ............ : .............................................................................. . 
Place of Abode ............................................ : ........................................................... . 
Number on Regi!3ter of Electors ........................................................................... . 
Polling District ............................. : ......................................................... : ............... . 

Signature of Seconder .......................................... : ................................................ . 
Place of Abode ............................................................................. : ........................ .. 

. ~:::;r ~::ieC~~~.~~:..~~.~~.~~~.~.~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
INSTRUCT~ONS FOR FILLING UP NonrINATION PAI'ER* 

. * These instructions form part of the Nomination Paper. 
(1) The surname of only one candidate for election must be inserted in column 1. 
(2) The other names of the.candid1!-te must be inserted in full in column 2. 
(3) Insert in column 3 the place of abode. of the candidate. 
(4) In column 4 state the occupation,if any, of the candidate. If the candidatfl 

has no oc6uvation, insert some such description as " gentleman." 
8 . ....:...(1) The paper must be signed by two local government electors of the ward 

alld no more; by one as proposer, and by the other as seconder. The place 
of abode of the proposer . and seconder, and their respective' numbers on the 
Register of Electors, and the Polling District letter must also be inserted. Instead 
of signing, the proposer or seconder may affix his mark, if it is witnessed by two 
local government electors of 1;he ward. . 

(2.) A local government elector must not sign more nomination papers than 
there are (aldermen 'Or). councillors to be elected for the Ward, and he. must not 
sign a nomination paper for the ward unless he is registered as a local government 
elector in respect ofa quaIificatioJ1 therein. 

9: The consent of the candidate mus1! be signIfied in the following form, or in a 
form to the like effect :-

FORM No. 1~. 

FORM OF CONSENT OF CANDIDATE TO N OlliINATION: 

County Borough of Ward 

I of * 
hereby consent to my nomination as a candidate for election as Councillor (or 
Alderman) for the . Ward of the C01mty Borough 
of 

................. : .................................. Signature of Candidate . 

.................. : ......... : ....................................... Date. 
Witnesses. 

(1) .................................................................... : ............ Local Government Elector . 

................................................................................................. ... Place of Abode . 

........................... ............................................ Number on Register of Electors . 

........................................................•................. : ......................... Polling District. 

(~) ................................................................................ Local Government Elector . 

................ ......... ........... .................... ..................... .................... ... Place of Abode . 

........................................................................ Number on Register of Electors . 

.................... : .......... , .................................................................... Polling DistrlCu. 

~eceived by the Returning Officer on the day of 

................................................ Returning Officer. 

:\< Insert Surname and Christian Names in full· and Place of Abode. 
It 



". l30 

J?ORllI No. lB .. 

Form of consent on behalf of a candidate who is prevented.by illness or other 
sufficient cause from signifying consent. 
County Borough of Ward 

I, of * 
being a local government elector of the County Borough of 
hereby on behalf of of, 
consent to his nomination as a candidate £01' election as Councillor (or Alderman) 
for the . Ward of the County Borough of 

the said 
, and I hereby declare that I have been' duly authorised by 

of 
to signify such consent. 

* Insert Surname and Christian name in full and Place of Abode . 

....... : .......................................... d............. ........................................... Signature . 

.............................. , ......................................... NUlnber on Hegister of Eleotors . 

.......... : ........................................................................................... Polling District 

.......................................................................................... : ........... ~ ................. :Date. 

Witnesses. 
(I) ................................................................................ Local Government Elector . 

.................................................................................................... Place of Abode . 

........................................................................ Number on Hegister of Elec:f;ors . 

.................................................................................................... Polling District. 

(2) ...... " ........................................................................ Local Government Elector . 

................................................................ ; ................................... Place of Abode. 

" ........................................................................ Number on ~egister of Electors . 

.......... .......... .... ........ ............ ........ ........ .................... ........ ........ .... Polling District, 

Reoeived by the Returning Officer on the day of 19 . 

Returning Officer. 

10. Not later than . , the day of , 
I shall. cause a copy of a statement containing the names, places of abodes, and 
descriptions of the persons validly nominated for election to the office of councillor 
(or alderman) for the said ward, and also the names of their respeotive proposers 
and seconders, to be suspended in the city or town hall (or other place where the 
meetings of the counoil are held), and another to be affixed on the principal 
external gate or door of the oity 01' town hall (or other place where the meetings 
of the council are held). 

11. Any candidate nominated for election may, not later than five o'clock p.m. 
on , the day of , 19 , withdraw 
his candidature by delivering or causing to be delivered at my office for the 
purposes of the election a notice in writing of such withdrawal signed by him. 

12. If more cll-ndidates are validly nqminated for the ward than there are 
vacancies to be filled, and the number is not from any cause reduced to a number 
equal to the number of vacancies, a poll will be taken on tIle 
day of .19 • of which due notice will be given. 

Dated this day of , 19 

............................ , ................... Heturning Officer. 

Office for purpose of eZection. 
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Nqte,,...c..The following no~ification must be added to every Notice of Ele()tion 
giv~n under Rule' a of this Order:-= ' 

Take Notice, that every person having any claims against a returning officer 
for work, labour, material, services, or expenses in respect of any cohtract made 

. with him:by or on behalf of the returning"officer; for·the purposes of an election, 
. shall, within fourteen days after the day on which the return is InlJ.de of the' person 
or persons elected, at the election, transmit to the returning ·o~cer the detailed· 
particulars of stich claim in writing, and the returning officer shall not be liable in 
respect of any.thing which is not duly i;!tated in ·such particulars: " 

FORM No.2. 

Statement as to .Per80~8 ·nominated. 

County Borough' of Ward 
The foll<)"wing"is a statement as to the .persons ~alidly nOln:inated for election to 

the office of [Alderman or] Councillor for the. above-named Ward. 

ELEOTION OF ALDERMAN [OR ALDERMEN]. 

! 

Ward. 

Persons nominated. I 
Names . Place Of' Descripti~~. Proposed by 

(Surnames Abode. 
Seconded by 

first). 

'.1. 4. 5. 6. 

ELEOTION OF COUNOJ:[;LORS. 

Persons nominated. 

. Ward. Names PJaceof Description. . Proposed by ~econded by 
(Sufuaines Abode. 

. first). . 

~, 2. 3 .. 4. Q. 6 .. 

Dated this day of Itl 

Returni"!g Officer • 

... -......................... _." .......... _ ..... - ...... - ............. -. 
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FORM No, 3. 
Notice fhat no Pol~ wilt be taken.c 

COlmty Borough of Ward 
WBEREAS the following candidates have been validly nominated for election 

to the office of [Alderman QrJ Councillor for the Ward. (Insert names places oj . 
abode, and description of candidates.J 

cAhCl whereas the said [insert name 01' l~amesJ has [or hiweJ sihce withdrawn 
his [or their] candidature [01' if some othel' .event has occurred caus2:ng it per80n to 
cea8e to be a candidate state what it isJ, and candidates ·only remain to 
be elected to the office of Alderman or Councillor for the said Ward [or whereas 
the following candidate [or candidatesJonly has [or haveJ Qeen validly nominated 
for election to the office of Al¢!erman or Councillor for the Ward). 

I do hereby give notice that a Poll will D,ot be taken, and that the said [inse!·t 
nameJ . will be declared elected as 
[Aldermal;1 or Aldermen orJ Councillors for .the said War~l. 

Dated this day of ~ 19 
............. : .... ~ •••••••••• ! ! ....... ~ ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ....... 

Returning OtJiger. 

FORM Nc. 4. 
Notice where no Oandidates are Nominated. 

County Borough of Ward 
l; do hereby give notice that no candidate has been validly nominated for 

election to the Office of Councillor [or AldermanJ for the said Ward,* and that 
[insert namesJ the retiring Councillors [or Aldermen] for the said Ward will be 
declared to be deemed to be ~e-elected. J 

pated this day of , 19 

FORM No.5. 
Notice of PoU.' 

Returning Officer. 

County Borough of Ward 
Election of Councillors [01' an Alderman and CouncillorsJ 

for the above Ward, in the 
19 

NOTIOE IS BEREBY GIVEN-

year 

1. That a poll [01' pollsJ for the election of Councillors [or of an Alderman or 
Aldermen and Councillors] for the above-named Ward will be held on 
the day of 19 ,.between the hours 
~ ~ . 

2. That the names in alphabetical order. places of abode; and descriptions of 
the Candidates for election, and the names of their respective Proposers and 
Seconders are as follows :-

Names Names Names 
of Candidates Place of Descrlp- For Ofllce of Proposer of Seconder 

(Surname first). * Abode. tion. of -(Surname first). (Surname first). 

-
... 
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:1.,-(1) That each elector must vote in the Ward in ,vhich the property in 
respect of which he votes is situate, and if it is situate in more than one Ward, he 
may vote in anyone (but in one only) of such "Yards in respect, of a'qualification 
ot,her than a company qualificat.ion. 

4.! The situation and allotmont of the Polling Stations and the description of 
persons entitled to vote thereat are as follows :--

[Insel·t pm·ticular,9.] 
5. The poll will be taken 1:>Y ballot, and the colour of tIle ordinary ballot paper. 

used in the election 'will be (insert colaw'), 
6. * The polls will be taken by ballot, and the colour of the. ordinary ballot 

paper used in the election of an Alderman will be (insert C010U1'), and in the election 
of Councillors will be (insert colour). 

Dated this day of 19 

Returning Officer. 

Office for purpose of election. 

FORM No.6. 
Deolaration at Result of Pan. 

County Borough of . Ward' 
Election of Councillors [or Alderman 01' Aldermen and Councillors] for the 

above Ward in the year 19 
T, the undersigned, being the Returning Officer [01' Deputy Returning Officer 

duly authorised in that behalf] at the poll for the election of Councillors [01' of an 
Alderman or Aldermen and Councillors] for the said Ward held on the 
day of ,19 ,do hereby give notice that the number of 
votes recorded for each candidate at the election is as follows :-

FOR OFFICE OF ALDERMAN. 

Names of Candidates. Number of 
Places of Abode. Votes Recorded. 

Surnames. Other Names. . 
.' 

FOR OFFICE OF COUNCILLOR. -
Names of Candidates. Number of 

,. Places of Abode. Vo~es Recorded. 
Surnames. Other Names. 

And I do hereby declare the said 
duly elected Alderman [or Aldermen] and the said 
duly elected Councillors. for the said Ward. 

Dated this day of , 19 
..............•.. : ..... ~ .. ;., ............... , ........................ -',. 

Retumirig Officer 
[or Deputy Retuming Offioe)·]. 

tIt only one 
POlling Place or 
Station. adapt 
form accord
ingly. 

*To. be used 
~hen there is a 
double poll. 
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County Borough of 
Notice of !lesult of Elelptions. -

Election- of [.Aldermen and] qouncillors 
for the above County-Borough in the year 19 

I, the undersigned, being the Returning Offic~r at the ~lection of [Aldermen 
and] Councillors for the said County Borough, do hereby give notice that the 
persons whose nlJ,mes are entered in column 6 of the Statement hereunder opposite 

'to the numbers entered in column 5 have been declared !1uly electe!1 ,[.Aldermen 
and] Councillors; and 1 hereby declare that the persons whose names are entered 
in the said column 6 [orin column 7],* and opposite to whose names no numbers 
are entered in column 5, where no Polls have been taken, were duly elected [or a,re 
to be deemed to be re-elected]* [.Aldermen and] Councillors for the Wards opposite 
to the names of which in column 1 the names of such candidates are entered. 

ALDERMEN. 

Nilmes of Candidates. Names Names of 
:rlilces Number of Candi- retiring 

Ward. 1 of of Votes dates Aldermen 
Abode. recorded. elected. deemed to be 

Surnames. Other Names. re-elected. 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. '7. 

, 
~ 

" 

I 
0 I 

COUNCILLORS. 

Names of Candidates. Names Names of 
Places Number of Candi- retiring 

Ward. of of Votes dates Councillors 
Abode. recorded. elected. deemed to 1,>0 

Surnames. Other Names. re-elected. 

-
1 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 

- 1 

! 
.. 

'-

-
Dated: ihiR day of 

"-··············· .. ·'ii~i-;;~i;i··Ofi~~;:···············-.. 
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THIRD SCHEDULE; 

PROVISION OF THE BALT,OT ACT, 1872, AS AD.A:PTED AND ALTERED IN THEIR APPLICA
TION TO THE ELECTION OF ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS IN COUNTY 
BOROUGHS. 

PROOEDURE AT ELEOTIONS OF ALDERMEN OR COUNCILLORS. 

Poll at Eleotion ... 

2. The ballot of eaeh voter shall consist of a paper (in this Act called a ballot 
paper) showing the names and descriptions of the candidates. Each baUot paper 
shall have a number printed on the back, and .shall have attached a counterfoil 
with the same number printed on the face. At the time of voting, the ballot 
paper shall be marked on both sides with an official mark, and delivered to the 
voter within the polling station, and the number of such voter on the register 
of voters shall be marked on the counterfoil, and the voter having secretly marke!! 
his vote on the paper, and folded it up so as to conceal his vote, shall place it in a 
closed box in the presence of the officer presiding at the polling station (in this 
Act called" the presiding officer") after having shown to him the official mark 
at the back. 

If in the register of electors for a ward the same number is placed opposite 
to the name of more than one elector, the returning officer shall put a distinguish
ing mark on each part of the register which contains nurn.bers used in other parts 
of the register, and when the number of any voter on any part of the register is 
entered on. the counterfoil of Ii, ballot paper, the mark on that part shall also be 
entered thereon. . 

Ally ballot paper which has not on its back the official mark, or on which votes 
are given to more candidates than the voter is entitled to vote for, or on 'which 
anything, except the said number on the back, is written or marked by which 
the voter can be identified, shall be void and not counted. 

After the close of the poll the ballot boxes shall be sealed up, so as to prevent 
tIle introduction of additional ballot papers, and shall be taken charge of by the 
returning officer,. and that officer shall, in the presence of such agents, if any, 
of the candidates as may be in attendance, open the ballot boxes, and ascertain 
the result of the poll by counting the votes given to each candidate, and shall 
forthwith declare' to be elected the canrlidate to whom the majority of votes have 
been given. The decision of the returning officer as to any question arising in 
respect of any ballot paper shall be final, subject to reversal on petition questioning 
the election or return. 

OFFENCES. 

Ofjences in 1'cspect oj Ballot Pa.pc1·s (m(l Ballot Boxes: 

3. Every person who-
(1) Forges and cOllnterfeits or fralldulently defaces or fraudulently 

destroyfl any hallot paper,ol? the .official mark on any ballot paper; 
M . . 

(2) Without due authority supplies any b:JJlot paper to any person; or. 
(3) Fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other t.han the ballot 

paper which he is authorised by law to put in ; .01' . 
(4) Fraudulently takes out of the polling sta.tion any ballot paper; or 
(5) Without due authority destroys, takes, opens, or otherwise inter

feres with any ballot box or packet of ballot papers then in use for the 
purposes of the eleetion; . 

shall be gllilty of a misdemeanour, and be liable, if he is a returning officer or 
an officer or clerk in attendance. at a polling station, to imprisoJl!llent for any 
term not exceeding two years, with or without hard Ie.bour, and if he is any other 
person, to imprisonment for anY term not exceeding six months, with or without 
harel labour. 

Any attempt to commit any offence specified in this section shall be punishable 
in the J;Illlonner i1l'which the offence itself is ptmishable. . 

In any indictmen:f; .01' other prosecution for an offence in relation to the. ballot 
boxes, ballot papers, and marking instruments' at an election, the property in such 
papers, boxes, find instruments may be stated to be in the returning officer at such 
election, as well as the property in the cotmterfoils. 
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Infringement of Secl·ecy. 

4. Every officer, clerk, and agent ill attendance at a polling station, shall 
maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting ill such station, and 
shall not communicate, except for some purpose authorised by law, before the poll 

,is closed, to any person any information as to the name or number in the register of 
electors of any elector who has or has not applied for a ballot. paper or voted at that 
station, or as to the official mark, and no such officer, clerk, or agent, and no person 
whosoever, shall interfere with or attempt to interfere with a voter when marking 
his vote, or otherwise attempt'to obtain in the polling station information as to the 
candidate for whom any voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or 
communicate at any time to any person any informat.ion obtained in a polling 
station aR to t.he canaidate for whom any voter in such station is about to vote 
or has voted, or as to the munbc.r on the back of the ballot paper given to any 
voter at such station. Every officer, clerk, agent, and person in attendance at the 
counting of the votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the vot
ing, and shall 'not attempt. to ascertain at such counting the munber on the 
back of any ballot paper, or communicate any information obtained at such 
counting as to the candidate for whom any vote is gi-ven in any particular ballot 
paper. No person shall directly or indirectly induce any voter t.o display his 
ballot paper after he shall have marked the same, so as to make known to any 
person the name of the candidate for or against whom he has so marked his vote. 

Every person who acts in contravention of the provisions of this section shall 
be liable, on summary conviction before two justices of the peace, to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding six months, with or without hard labour. 

USE OF SCHOOL AND PUBLIC ROOM FOR POLL. 

6. The returning officer at an election of Councillors [or Aldermen and 
Councillors] in a County-Borough may use free of charge, for the purpose of 
taking the poll, hearing objections to nomination papers, and for counting the votes 
at such election, any room in a school receiving'a grant out of moneys provided 
by Parliament, and any room the expense of maintaining which is payable out of 
any local rate, but he shall make good any damage done to such rooin, and defray 
any expense incurred by the person or body of persons, corporate orunincorporate, 
having control over the same on account of its being used for the purpose of taking 
the poll or for counting the votes as aforesaid. This section shall not apply to 
any school adjoining or adjacent to any church or other place of worship, nor to 
a school connected with a convent or other religious establishment. . 

For the purpose of enabling the returning officer to make proper arrangements 
in connection with the taking of the poll, the returning officer may obtain pos
session of any such room, which he proposes to use for taking the poll, twenty

. four hours before t.he day of the poll, and may retain possession of it for 
twenty-four hOUTS after the day of the poll. ' 

The use of any room in an unoccupied house for taking the poll shall not render 
any person liable to be rated or to pay any rate for sucP. house. 

DUTIES OF RETURNING AND ELECTION OFFICERS. 

Gene1'a~ POWB1'S an,d Duties of Returning Officer .. 
8. Subject to the provisions of this Act, every' returning officer shall provide 

such nomination papers, polling stations, ballot boxes, ballot papers, stamping 
instruments, copies of register of electors, and other things, appoint and pay such 
officers, and do such other acts and things as may be necessary for effectually 
conducting the election. 

Every deputy returning officer shall, in so far as he acts as returning officer, be 
deemed to be included in the term" returning officer." 

I(eeping of Ordel' in Station. 
9. If any person misconducts himself in the polling station, or fails to obey 

the lawful orders of the presiding officer, he may immediately, by order of the 
presiding of:ficer, be removed from the pOlling station by any constable in or ileal' 
that station, or any other person authorised in' writing by the returning officer 
to remove him; and the person so removed shall not, unless with the permission 
of the presiding officer, aga,in be allowed to enter the polling station during the 
day. . 

Any person so removed as aforesaid, if charged with the commission in such 
station of any offence, may be kept in custody until he can be brought before a 
justice of ' the peace. 
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Provided that t.he powers conferr€d by this section shall hOt,.be exercised so 
as to prevent any elector who is otherwise entitled to vote at any polIiI:\g station 
from having an opportunity of votiIlg at suchstation. 

Power8 of P1'esiding Offioer and Adm'ini8tration of Oaths,chc. 

10, Forthe purpose of the adjournment of the poll, a presiding officer shall 
have the power by law belonging to a deputy returning officer in'a parliamentary 
election; and any presiding officer and any clerk appointed by the returning 
officer to attend at a polling station shall have'the power of asking the questions 
and administering the oath authorised by law to be asked of and administered. to 
voters, and any justice of the peace and any returning officer may take and receive 
any declaration,authorised by- this Act to be taken before him. 

Liability of 0ffioe1's f01' Misoonduct. 

11. Every returning officer, presiding officer,and clerk who is guilty of any 
wilful misfeasance or any wilful act or omission in contravention of this Act, 
shall, in addition to any other penalty or liability to which he may be subject, 
forfeit to any perso~ aggrieved by such misfeasance, act, or omission a penal sum 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. ' 

No returning officer or officer appointed by him in connection with the election 
of a county councillor for any county electoral division, nor any partner or clerk 
of any such officer, shall act as agent for any candidate in the management or 
conduct of his election as an Alderman or Councillor of a County Borough. If 
any returning officer or officer appointed by him, or the partner or clerk of any 
such officer, shall so act, he shall be guilty of It misdemeanor. . 

MISOELLANEOUS. 

Prohibition of Di8olos~t1'e of Vote. 

12. No person who has voted at an election shall, in any legal proceeding 
to question the election or return, be required to state for whom he has voted. 

Non-complianoe with Rules. 
13. No election shall be declared invalid by reason of a defect in the title 

or appointment of the returning officer or deputy returning officer or of a non
compliance with the rules contained in the First SclJedule to this Act or in the 
Aldermen and Councillors of County Boroughs (Northern Ireland) Election 
(Consolidation) Order, 1929, or any mistal;:e in the use of the forms in the SecoIld 
Schedule to this Act or in the said Order, if it appears to the tribunal having cog
nizance of the question that the election was conducted in accordance with the 
principles laid down in the body of this Act and in the Local Government ,Acts 
(Northern Ireland), 1898 to 1929, and that such non-compliance or mistake did 
not affect the result of the election. 

PERSONATION. 

De;fi,nition and Puni8hment of Per.90nation.· , 

24. The following e'nactments shall be made with respect to personation at an 
election of Aldermen or Councillors of a Cobnty Borough: 

It shall be the duty of the returning officer to institute a prosecution against 
any person whom he may believe to have been guilty of personation, orof.aiding, 
abetting, counselling, or procuring the commission of the offence of personation 
by any person, at the election for which he is returning officer, and the costs and ex
penses of the prosecutor and the witnesses in such case, together with compensa
tion for their trouble and loss of time, shall be allowed by the court in the same 
'manner in which courts are empowered to all9.w the same in cases of felony. 

Sections 93 to 96, both inclusive, of the Representation of tpe People (Irela.nd) 
Act, 1850, shall apply to personation at an election of Aldermen or Councillors 
of a County Borough in the same mann.el' as they apply to a person who knowingly 
personates and faIsely assumes to vote III the name of another person as mentioned 
in the said Act, but with the substitution of the words. " any elector or any agent 
appointed under the Aldermen and Councillors of County Boroughs (Northern 
Ireland) Election (Consolidation) Order, 1929," for" any·such agent so appeinted 
as aforesaid" or for any reference to 'any such agent, and of " the presiding officer" 
for" the returning officer or his respective deputy." . 

EFFECT OF SOHEDULES. 

28, 'The schedules to this Act, and· the notes thereto, and directionl3 therein 
:f.lhall be constJ.'t!ed and IUJ,Ve effect as ~)art of jihil3 Act. 



138 LOCAL GOYERNMEN'l' 

, ,Sched~ue8 to, Act. 

F'iI'st Schedule. to Act. 

, , 

RULES lfO~ ELEC:rIqNS 0);' ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS IN COUNTY BOROUGHS. 

The. Poll. 
, 15. In every Ward the returning officer shall, subject to the provisions of the 

Aldermen and Councillors of County Boroughs (Northern Ireland) Election 
(Con'solidation) Order, 1929, provide a sufficient number of polling stations for 
the accommodation, of the electors entitled: to vote in such ViTard and shall 
distribute the polling stations amongst those electors in such manner as he 
thinks most conveniellt. 

1.7, A separate room or separate booth may contain a separate polling station, 
or several polling stations'may be constructed in the same room or booth. 

18. No person shall be admitted to vote at any polling station except the one 
,l:1!)lotted to him. , , , '. 

: '20. The returning officer sha~l provide each polling station, with materials for 
yoteJ;s to mark the ballot papers, with instruments for stamping thereon the 
offi:c~al mark:, and with copies of the register of voters, or suc):1 part thereof as 
contains the 'names of the voters allotted to vote at such station. He shall keep 
the official mark secret. ' 

21. The presiding officer appointed to preside at each station shall keep order,' 
at his station, shall regulate the number of electors to be admitted at a time, and 
shall exclude all other persons except the clerks, the agents of the candidates, 
and the constables on duty. 

22. Every ballot paper shall contain a list of the candidates described as 
in their respective nomination papers, and arranged alphabetically in the order 
of their surnames, and (if there are two or more candidates with the same surname) 
of their other names; it shall be in the form set forth in the Second Schedule to 
this Act or as neal' thereto as circumstances admit and shall be capable of being 
folded up. ' 

23. Every ballot box sllaH be so constructed that the ballot papers cs.n be 
introduced ;jherein, but cann06 be withdrawn therefrom, -without the box being 
unlocked. The presiding officer at any polling station, just before the commence
ment of the poll, shall show the ba,l1ot box empty to such persons, if any, as may 
be present in such station, so that tiley may see that it is empty, and shall t,hen lock 
it up, and place his seal upon it in such mannel' o.s to prevent its being opened 
wi thoul. breaking such seal, and shall pla(:e it in his view for the receipt of ballot 

11 papers, and keep it so locked and sealed. 
24. Immediately before a ballot paper is delivered' to an elector, it s1l,!loll be 

marked on both ~ides with the official mark, either stamped 01' perforated, and 
,the number, name, and description of the elector as stated in the copy of the 
register shall be called out, and the nuinber of such elector, together with the 
distinguishing mark, if any, of the part of the register in which the number occurs 
'shall,as required by Section 2 of this Act as adapted, be marked' on the counterfoil, 
and a, mark shall be placed in the regis,ter against the number of the elector, to 
denote that he has received a ballot paper, but without !3how'ing the particular 
ballot paper which he has received. ", 

25. The elector, on receiving the ballot paper, shall forthwith proceed into 
one of the compartments in the polling station, and there mark his paper, and fold 
it'up so as to conceal his vote, and shall then put his ballot paper, so folded up, 
into the hlJo110t box; he shall vote without 1mdue' delay, and shall quit the polling 
station as soon as he has put his ballot papel'into the ballot box. ' 

~G. T~le presiding officer, on the appiication of any' voter who is incapacitated 
,by blinq'p..efis 01' other physical cause from voting illlllanner prescribed by this Act, 
01' (if the poll be taken on Saturday) of any votel'\vhodeclaresthat he is of the 
Jewish persuasion, and objects on religious ground,s to vote in manner prescribed 
by this Act, or of any' voter who-inakes' such a decl&ration as hereinafter 1)lentioned 
that he is un~ble to read, shall,. in, the presence of the,agents'of-the can,dido,tes, 
'9!1t!set1w vot;e of s1-wh vote~' to be lDa:rlred op. a l;>o,}lQt papElr in lDap.p.er directed 
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by such voter, and the baJlot pape.r -to be plac!)d in the ballot box, and' the name 
and number on the register of voters of every voter wllose vote is marked,in pur
Sllance of this rule,·.andthe reason why it is. so marjred, shall be entered'9n a list, 
in this Act called" the list of votes marked by the presiding officer." 
~he said declaration, in this Act referred to as " the declaration of inability 

to ree,d/' shall be p:l.ade 1:>Y the voter at the time of polling,. before the pre~iding 
officer, who shall attest it in ·the form hereinafter ment~oned, and.no fee, stamp, 
or other payment shall ·be charged in respect of such declaration, and. the said 
declaration shall be given to the presiding officer at the time of voting. 

27. If a person, representing himself to be a particular elector named on 
the .egister, applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted as such 
elector, the applicant shall, upon duly answering tlle questions pel'rrlitted by 
the Aldermen and Councillors of County Boroughs (Northern Ireland) Election 
(Consolidation) Ord,er, 1929, to be asked of vobers at the time of polling, and 
upon t\1king an·oath in the forp:l. hej:einafte'r set out, Which the presiding officer 
sh!Lll'admini$tel', be entitled to p:l.ark a ballot paper in the same manner as any 
other· voter, but the ballot paper (in this Act called a bendered ballot paper) shall 
be C)f a colour differing frC)m the other' ballot papers, and, instead of being put 
into:tl:te1:)allot. box, shall 1:>e given to the presiding officer and endorsed by him 
with the n\1me of tpe 'voterand his number on the register of v6ters, and set. 
a13ide in a I?eparate .packet, and shall not be counted by Jihe retu'rningofficer. And 
the name of the vC)ter and his number on the register shall be entered' on a list, in 
this. Act. (JaIled " the tendered votes list," 

The 'oath shalrbe a,dministered in the following form :~ 
";I: f?wear by Almighty God that I am the same person whose name appears a,s 

" A.~. on the Register of Local Government Electors for the Ward of 
" , and that I have not already voted at the 
" present election for this or any other Ward in respect of a; qualifica,tjoh 
" other than a company qualification." , 

Provided that any person entitled to affirm in lieu of taking an 6ath may 
affirm in the ·following form :- . 

" I, A.B" do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare and affirp:J. t4at I am 
" the same person w):l.Ose name appears as A.B. on the. ;Register of 
" Local Government Electors {or the Ward of .. , and 
" that I have not alre!tdy voted \1t the present election for this or 
" any other Ward in respect' Of it qualification other. than a company 
" qualification." . , 

28. A .vot.er who has in\1dvertently dealt with his ballot pape:v in such manner 
that it ce,nn9Ji be conveniently used as a ballot paper, may, on. delivering to the 
presiding officer the ballot paper SC) inadvertently dea,lt with, and proving the fa'ct 
of the ,inadvertence to the' saM~faction of ·th$ presiding officer, obtain another 
b8tllot paper in the place of the ball.ot .paper so delivered up (in this Act ~alled a 
spoilt 'ballot paper), fl,nd the spoilt 1;>allot paper shall be imtnediately can()elled. 

29. The presiding officer of each station, as soon as practicable after tlie close 
of the poll, sllall make up into sel?arate. packets sea;le<;l. with his lleal,-

(1) E~()h ballot box in -qse at his station, unopened but with the key 
attached; and,. . 

(~.) The unused and llpoHt ballot papers, placed together; and 
(3) The tendered ballot papers ; and: 
(4) The marked copies of the register of electors, and the Gounterfoils of 

the ballot papers; and . ' 
(5) The tendered votes H$t, and t116 list of votes mai'lred 1:>Y the presiding 

officer, and a statement of the number of- the voters whose votes are 
so marked by the presiding officer under' the heads "phys'ical in
capacity," "Jews," and" unable to read," and the declarations of 
inability to read; 

and' shall dl'lliver such packets to the returning officer, or deputy returning 
officer, by whom the votes are to be counted, unless he is hims€ll£ suc):J. officer. 

,30. Tp.e packets shall be accompanied by a sta,tement made by such presiding 
officer, showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him; ahd accounting 
for them u,nder the heads of ballot papers iIi. the ballot box, unused, spoilt, and 
tendered bajlotpapers, which st\1tep:l.ent is ill thill Act referred to !Ill the ballot 
'paperaccoi.llit. " . .. . . , " 
:. '." " :". ·r. '. .' . 
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Counting Votes. 

3!. Each candidate may appoint an agent to attend the counting of the votes. 

32. The returning officer shall make arrangements for counting the votes 
in the presence of the agents of the candidates as soon as practicable after the 
close of the poll, and shall give to the agents of the candidates appointed to 
attend at the counting of the votes notice in writing of the time ahd place at which 
he will begin to count the same. 

33. The returning officer, his assistants and clerks, the agcnts of the candidates, 
and ahy person to whom Rule 51 of this, Schedule applies, and no other person, 
except with the sanction of the returning officer, may be present at the counting 
of the votes. 

34. If a poll has been taken as to the election of aldermen or councillors only, 
before the returning officer proceeds to count the votes, he shall, in the presence 
of tIle agents of the candidates, open each ballot box, and taking out the papers 
therein, shall count and l'ecord the number thereof, and then mix together the 
whole of the ballot papers contained'in the ballot boxes. If polls have been taken 
at the same date for the election both of aldermen and councillors in a ward, before 
the returning officer proceeds to cOlmt the yates, he shall', in the presence of the 
agents of the candidates, open each of the ballot boxes and taking out the papers 
therein shall separate those· relating to the election of aldermen from any relating 
to the election of councillors and shallco1illt and record the number of ballot 
papers relat.ing to each election. He shall then secure the ballot papers relatiIlg 
to each election by placing them in separate .packets under his own seal, and the 
seals of such of the agents of the candidates as desire to affix their seals, and shall 
proceed in like manner with any other ballot boxes and the papers therein. When 
all the ballot boxes and the papers therein have been so dealt with, he shall open 
all the packets of ballot papers relating to one election, and shall mix all such 
papers together, and shall proceed to count the votes, keeping the papers relating 
to any other election sealed up until he has completed such counting. He shall 
afterwards deal in manner aforesaid with the packets and papers relating to the 
other election or elections. 

The returning officer, ,while counting and recording the' number of ballot 
papers and counting the votes, shall keep the ballot papers with their faces 
upwards, and take all proper precautions for preventing any person from seeing 
the numbers .printed on the backs of such papers. 

35. The returning officer shall, so' far as practicable, proceed continuously 
with counting the votes, allowing only time for refreshment, and excluding, if and 
so far as he thinks it necessary, the hours between the close of t,he poll and nine 
o'clock on the succeeding morning. During the t;lxcluded time the returning officer 
shall place the balloi; papers and other documents relating to the election under his 

, own seal and the seals of such of the agents of the candidates as desire to affix 
their seals, and shall otherwise take proper precautions for the security of such 
papers and documents. 

36. The returning officer shall endorse" rejected" on any ballot paper"which 
he may reject as invalid, ahd shall add to the endorsement" rejection objected 
to," if an objection be in fact made by any agent to his decision. The returning 
officer shall draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected and 
not counted by him under the several heads of-

1. Want of official mark; 
2. Voting for mOre candidates than entitled to; 
3. Writing or mark by which voter could be identified; 
4. Unmarked or void for uncertainty; 

and' shall on request allow any agcnts of the candidates to copy such stat.e
ment. If the votes are counted by a deputy returning officer he shall, with 
the declaration of the result of the poll, report to the returning officer the number 
of ballot papers rejected' and not counted by him, under the above heads; and ho 
such statenient as aforesaid shall be drawn up by the returning officer. The 
deputy. .returning officer shall, on request, allow' any a.gents of the candidates, 
,before such report is sent in, to copy it. 

37. Upon the qompleti'on of the, counting, the returning 'officer 6ho,l1 seal up 
in separate packets the counted and rejected ~balJot papers. He shall not open 
the seaJecl, packet of te!-1dered ballot parers or ~arkecl coPY of the register of 
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voters and counterfoiis, but Elhall proceed, in the presence of the agents' of the 
candidates, tQ verify the ballot paper account given by each presiding offi(ler 
by comparing it with the number of ballot papers recorded by him as l1foresaid, 
and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the tendered votes 
list, and shall reseal each sealed packet after examination. The returning officer 
shall draw up a statement as to the result of such verification, and shall, on request, 
allow any agents of the candidates to copy it. . 

If the votes are counted by a deputy re'burning officer, he shall report to the 
returning officer the result of the verification, and no such statement as aforesaid 
shall be drawn up by the returning officer. The deputy returning officer shall, 
on request, allow any agents of .the candidates, before such report is sent in, to 
copy it. He shall with his report send to the returning officer the sealed packets 
of counted and rejected ballot papers, and the unopened sealed packets which he 
has received from any presiding officer. 

38. Lastly, the returning officer shall carefully preserve for the period herein
after mentioned all the packets of ballot papers in his possession, together with 
the said reporbs, the ballot paper accounts, tendered votes lists; lists of votes 
'marked by the presiding officer, statements relating thereto, declarations of 
inability to read, and packets of counterfoils, and marked copies of registers, 
endorsing on each ·packet a description of its contents and the date of the election 
to which they relate, and the name of the· district for which such election was held. 

39. The returning officer shall retain for six months all documents relating 
to an election of Councillors, or Aldermen and Councillors of a County Borough, 
and then unless otherwise directed by an order of a court having jurisdiction 
in the matter, or of any tribunal in· which the election is questioned, shall cause 
them to be destreyed. 

40. No person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected ballot papers in the 
custody of the returning officer, except under the order of the court or tribunal 
aforesaid, to be granted by such court or tribunal on being satisfied by evidence 
on oath that the inspection or production of such ballot papers is requireq. £01' the 
purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an' offence in relation to 
ballot papers, or for the purposes of a. petition questioning an election 
or return; and any such order for tb.e inspection' or pNduction of ballot papers 
may be made subject to such conditions as to persons, time, place, and mode of 
inspection or production as the court or tribuna,l making the same may think 
expedient, and shall be obeyed by the returning officer. 

41. No person shall,. except by order of a court, or of any tdbunal having 
cognizance of any question relating to the election, open the sealed packet of 
counterfoils after the same has been once sealed up, or be allowed to inspect any 
counted ballot papers in the custody of the returning officer. Such order may be 
made subject·to such conditions as to persons, time, place, and mo<,le of opening 
or inspt3ction as the court or tribunal making the order may think expedient: 
provided that on making and carrying into effe.ct any such order, care shall be 
taken that the mode in which any particular elector has voted shall not be 
discovered until he has been proved to have voted, and his vote has been declared 
b;V a competent court to be invalid. 

42. All documents in the cusbody of a returning officer in pursuance of this 
Act, other than ballot papers' and counterfoils, shall be open to public inspection 
at such time and under such regulations as may have been or may hereafter be 
prescribed by the Council of the County Borough in which the Ward is situate, 
and the returning officer shall supply copies of or extracts from the said documents 
to any person demanding the same, oIi payment of such fees and subject to such 
regulations as may have been or may hereaftl'lr be prescribed by the Council of the· 
County Borough. 

43. 'Where an order is made for the production by the returning officer of any 
dO"cument in his possession relating to any specified election of Aldermen or 
Councillors of a County Borough, or Ward of a County Borough, the production 
by such officer or his agent of the document ordered, in such manner as may be 
directed by such order, or by an order of the court having power to make such 
first-mentioned order, shall be conclusive evidence that such document relates 
to the specified election; and any endorsement appearing on any packet of ballot 
papers produced by such returning officer or his agent shall be evidence of such 
papers being what they are stated to be by the endorsement. The prodUction 
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fr0i~·propercustody of a ballot gaper purporting to have been ilS'~!i at any electio~'. 
ahd·df a counterfoil I]iarked with the same prin~ed number· and having a number 
marked theroo\1 in writing, shall be 1Jrimx facie evidence that t4e persoIi.'who 
voted by such ballot paper was the person whq at the time of suc~ election had 
affixed to liis ~lame in the register of voters at such election the saine number as 
the number written on sllch counterfoil. 

Geneml Provisions. 

47. If the returning officer presides at any polling station, the prOV1SlOns 
of this Act relating to a presiding officer shall apply to such returning officer 
\vith the necessary modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer 
to the presfding officer, or the presiding officer to the returning office,r. , 

48. The retur~ing o,fficer may, in addition to any clerks, appoint competent 
persons to assist hinl in counting the votes. 

49. No person shall be appointed by a returning officer for the purposes of an 
election who has been employed by any other person in or about the election. 

50. The presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, 
any act which he is required or authorised to do by this Act at a polling station, 
ex;cept ordering the arrest, exclusion, or ejection from the polling station of any 
person. 

51. A candidate may himself undertake the duties which ,any agent of his, 
if appointed under Rule 31 of this-Schedule, might have undertaken, and may, 
if he does not appoint such. an agent, be present at the counting of the votes, ormay 
himseJf'take the place of such agent; Provided that any person acting under this
Rule, ~ay at any time before so acting, make the statutory declaration as to 
secrecy required by Rule 54 of this Schedule, but he shall not so act until he has 
made 'such declaration . 

. '52. The name and address of every agent of a candidate appointed to attend 
the counting of the votes shall be transmitted to the returI!-ing officer one clear 
day at the least before the opening of the poll; and the returning officer may 
refuse to admit to the place where the votes are counted any agent whose name 
and ad!iress has not been so transmitted, notwithstanding that his appointment 
may be otherwise valid, and any notice required to be given to an agent by the 
returning officer may be delivered at or sent by post to such address. 

53. If any person appointed an agent for the purposes of attending a polling 
station, or at the counting of the votes dies, or becomes incapable of acting durihg 
the ti;me of the election, another agent may be appointed in his place, and notice 
shall fovthwith be given to the returning officer in writing of the name and address 
of any agent so appointed. 

54. Every returning officer, and every officer, clerk, 01' agent authorised to 
attend at a polling station, and also every officer, clerk, or agent authorised to 
attend at the counting of the votes, shall, before the opening of the poll, make a 
statu.tory declaration of secrecy, in the presence, if he is the 'returning officer, 
of,a; justice of the peace, and if he is any other officer or an agent, of a justice of the 
peace or of the returning, officer; but no such returning officer, clerk, 01' agent 
as aforesaid shall, save as aforesaid, be required, as such, to make any declaration 
or take any oath on the occasion of any election. .. 

55. Where in this Act any expressions are used requiring or authorising or 
inferripg. that any act' or thing is to be done in the presence of the agents, of 
the c!!<!1di.dates, such expressions shall be deemed to refer to the presence Msueh 
agents qf the candidates as may be authorised to attend, and as' have in fact 
attended, ,at the time and place where such act or'thing is being done, and the 
non-attend,ance of any agents or agent at. such time and: place shall not" if such 
Act or thing be otherwise duly done, in anywise invalidate the a.ctor thing d()ne'. ' 
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" ': ", S~ojul Schedule to, Act. , " 

Note.-The fornls c0~t~ined iri this Schedule, . or forills as nearly resembling 
the ~arne as circqmstanqes, wm, admit, s!laH be used in all cases tq w4ich they 
refer a~d are applical;>le, and when so used 8hallbe suffici$nt'ln law. 

Counterfoil No. 

NOTE-
The counte1'/oit. 

i8 to have a num
ber to c01'1'eSP9nd 
with, that on the 
baclc of the Ballo t 
PaPe1'~ , 

No. 

, 

.. 

For'l1~ Of Ballot Paper. , 

Form of Front of Ballot Paper. 

ELECTION OF [AN ALDERMAN 
OR] COUNCILLORS. 

DOYLE 
1 (James Doyle, of 10, High 

Street, Oilman) . 
. 

O'BRIEN 
;3 (John O'Brien, of ,22, Well, 

close Place, Accountant.). 

O'CONNOR 
3 (Charles O'Connor, of 7 

Green Street, Gentleman.) 

THOMPSON 
'4 . (William Henry ThompsO'n, 

of 14, Queen Street, 
Silversmith.), , . 

" ---
WILSON 

'5 (Rdbert Wilson, of' 22, '" 
.Ranelagh Square, Cheniist.) 

~ 

'FORM OF BACK OF BALLOT PAPER. 

Election of {an Alderman 01'] Councillors £01' the 
Ward. ' 

, 

19 . 
Note.-The nUll1ber on the ballot paper is to correspond with that on t4e 

counterfoil. 

Di1'eotions' as· to pl'{nting Ball.ot Pape1'. 

Nothing is to be printed on the ballot paper except in accordance with this 
sched,ule. ' 

The, surname of each ·candidate, and if' there are two 0.1' m,qre candidat~8 of 
the same surname, also the other name8 of such candidates, shall be printed. 
in large .char~Qt~rs, and the names,. plMes of abode, and descriptions and the 
number on th~back of the paper shall 'be printed in small characters. 
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Form .0/ Directions for the Guidance 0/ the VOlr;,'r in voting, which shalt be printed 
in oonspicuou8 aharacters, ani. pZaca,rded outttide every :polling Staftion 

ani. in every aomp:Zl·tment of every PoUing Station. 

The voter may give one vote and no more for each of any number of candidates 
lip to the number of [Aldermen orJ Councillors to be elected for the Ward. 

The voter will go into'one of the compartments, ap.d, with the pencil provided 
in the compa.rtment, place a cross on the right-hand side, opposite the name of 
each candidate for whom he votes, thus X. 

The- voter will then fold up the ballot paper so as to show the official mark 
on the back, and leaving the compartment will, without showing the front of 
the paper to any person, show the official mark on the back to the presiding 
officer, and then, in the presence ,of the presiding officer, put the paper into the 
ballot box and forthwith quit the polling station. 

If the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he can return it to the officer, 
who will, if satisfied of such inadvertence; give him another paper. 

If the voter votes for more candidates than there are [Aldermen or] Councillors 
to be elected 01' place3 any mark on the paper by which he may be afterwards 
identified, his ballot paper will be void" and will not be counted. 

If the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station, or deposits in the 
ballot box any other paper than the one given him by the officer, he will be guilty 
of a misdemeanour and be subject to imprisonment for any term not excoeding 
six months, with or without hard labour. 

The ballot paper will be in the following form :
(Here 8et out copy of baUot paper.) 

Form of Statutory Declaration of Secrecy. 

I solemnly promise and declare, That I will not at this election of [an Alderman 
or Aldermen and] Councillors for the Ward of . 

. in the County Borough of 
do anything forbidden by section four of the Ballot Act, 1872, which has been 
read to me. 

Note.-The section must be read to the declarant by the person taking the 
declaration. 

Form of Declaration' of inabi~ity to read. 

I, A.B., of· , being numbered on 
the Register of Local GovernIilent Electors for the Ward of 
in the County Borol),gh of j do hereby declare that 
I am unable to read. 

A.B., his mark. 
day of , 19 

I, the undersigned, being the presiding officer for the . 
polling station for the Wa,rd· of , in the County Borough' 
of , do. hereby certify that the above declaration, 
having been :first read to the above-named A.B., was signed by him in my presence 
with hi,! mark. 

of 

Presiding Officer for 
Ward of 

day of 

---------

Signed, a.D., 
polling station for the 

in the County Borough 

19 
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F'ou1,th Schedule. 

SEOTION!) 74 AND 75 OF THill MUNW[PAL OORPORA.TIO:>fS AOTs, 1882, AS ADAPTED 
AND ALTERED IN THEnt ApPLIOATION TO THE ELEorWN OF [ALDERMEN AND] 
OOUNOILLORS IN A OOUNTY BOROUGH. . 

OfJences in re~ation to Nomination Papers. 
74.-(1) If any person forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys 

any nomination paper, or delivers to the Returning Officer any forged nomination 
paper, knowing it to be forged, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall be 
liable to imprisonment for any term not exceeding six months, with or without 
hard labour. 

(2) An attempt to commit any such offence shall be punishable as the offence 
. is punishable. 

Negleot of Duty by Returning Offioer or Deputy Returning Offioer. 

75.-(1) If a person who has undertaken to act as returning officer or deputy 
returning officer, at an election of [Alderman and] Oouncillors, in a Oounty Borough 
neglects or refuses to conduct or declare the election in manner provided by the 
Local Government Acts (Northern Ireland), 1898 to 1929, and the Aldermen 
and Oouncillors of Oounty Boroughs (Northern Ireland) Election (Oonsolidation) 
Ordei:, 1929, he shall for every such offence be liable to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, recoverable by action. ' 

(2) An action under this section shall not lie after three months from the 
neglect 0 l' refusal. 

Elections: County and Rural Districts. 
1929. No. 43 .. 

To the Council of every Administrative County: in Northern 
Ireland and to the Secretary of every such Council : 

To the District Council. of every Rural and Urban District in 
Northern Ireland and to the Clerk of every such Council ; 
and to all others whom it may concern : 

WHEREAS in e~ercise of the powers vested in it by the Local 
Government Acts (Norbhern Ireland), 1898 to 1923, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland by an Order under Seal 
entitled The County and Rural District Councillors (Northern 
Ireland) Election Order, 1924 (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Principal Order "), did order and direct that, subject to any 
directions that might be given by the said Ministry or until the 
Ministry should otherwise order,' the rules contained in the said 
Order should be observed in connection with the election of county 
and rural district councillors in Northern Ireland : 

. And wher~as provision'is contained in Rule 19 of the Principal 
Order to prevent a local government elector voting in more than 
one electoral division : 

And whereas it is enacted by sub-section 6 of the Section 
substituted for Section 4 of the Representation of tp,e People 
Act, 1918, by the Representation, of the People Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1928, that nothing in sub-section (2) of Section 8 of the 
L 


