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OimER iN-COUNCIL MADE UNDERT;'m ECONO¥Y ACT· (NQR,rHERN. 
!RELAND), '1931, WITH RESJ.>ECT TO UN])MPLOYMENT' 
INSURANCE.' 

1931. No. 150. 

:BY' THE GOVERNOR AND PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND. 
(Signed) ABERCORN . 

. WH])REAS by the Economy Act (Northern Ireland), 1931, it is 
4?nacted that the Governor of Northern Ireland may, in respect of 
'qe;rtam .serviQes,jncluding Unemployment Insurance; make such 
Orders in the Privy Council of Northern Ireland as appear to the. 
E)aid Governor to' be expedient for the purposes of effecting 
economies in the expenditure falling to be defrayed out of moneys 
provided by Parliament, or out of any fund established by the 
enactments relating to any of the said services, and of effecting 
improvements in the 'arrangements for meeting such expenditure: 

. . 

.And whereas it is enacted by the said Act that any such Order . 
may (among other things) make provision- . 

for altering the respective proportions in which expenditure 
in respect of any such service is to be defrayed out of any fund 
so established as afore:;;aid and out· of moneys provided by 
Parliament and ·for making transfers and adjustments between 
a;n.y such funds, or between' any such fund and. any other 
statutory fund; . . 

for imposing duties and collferring powers on local authori
ties in cOIlllection with the administration of any such service; 
for the performance or exercise of any such duties or powers 
by committees, 'sub-committees and officers rf localauthori
ties, and for the appointment or co-option of persons to be 
additional members of local authorities or their committees 
for any purposes of the Order ; 

for increasing the contributions to be made to the Northern 
Irish unemployment fund, and for securing that, as from such 
date as the Ministry of Finance may certify to be the date on 
which "the deficiency on the current account of the said fund 
is in a state of parity with the max:imum statutory deficiency 
on the. unemployment fund of great Britain, -a;n.y further 
deficiency shall be met out of such moneys as may be provided 
by Parliament for that purpose ; and 

for the modificfJ,tion or termination of· statutory or. bon· 
··tractural-rights, obligations ·and restrictions· sUbsisting at the 
date when the provisions of the Order ta:&:e effect·:' . 
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. And whereas it is enacted by the said Act that the Minister 
Qr Ministry designated in any such Order may make regulations
for giving effect to the provisions of that Order in respect of such. 
matters as may be specified therein, and that such regulations
shall, if that Order so provides, be presented to Parliament, and.. 
be subj,ect to annulment, in such manner as that Order may 
specify: 

And whereas it is enacted by sub-section (4) of section two of the: 
Unemployment Insurance (No.2) Act (Northern Ireland), 1931,. 
that the provisions of that section may be amended or repealed.. 
by any Order in Council made under the aforesaid Economy Act : 

And whereas it is expedient lor the purposes aforesaid that 
the provisions hereinafter contained shall ha've effect : ' 

Now, therefore, I, James Albert Edward, Duke of Abercorn,J 
Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight of the Most 
Illustrious Order of Saint Patrick, Governor of Northern Ireland,. 
by and with the advice of the Privy Council of N01:thern Ireland, 
by virtue of the enactments hereinbefore recited and of all other 
powers enabling me in that behalf, do hereby order as follow~ :-

Tra?Lsi#onal Payments to Re'place Benefit in Oertain Oases. 

1.-(1) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained with. 
respect to the making of transitional payments to persons whose 
circumstances are such that whilst unemployed they are in need.. 
of assistance by way of such payments-

(a) as from and after the 12th day of November, 1931, a 
person shall not be entitled to benefit by virtue of the 
provisions of sub-section (2) of section eighteen of the: 
Act of 1928; and 

(b) as from and after the said date, a person who haS" 
become entitled to benefit in respect of one hundred 
and fifty-six days in a benefit year shall not be entitled 
to benefit in respect of any day during the remainder' 
of that benefit year, nor in respect of any day before the· 
Thursday next after the end of the calendar week for' 
which he proves. that there has been paid in respect of 
1£.m the last of ten contributions~;p~d since the
Sunday precediiig tIle1ast day of the saia: oile hundred 
and fifty-six days .. 

(2) As from and after the 12th day of ~ovember, 1931, wher~: 
a person who has attained the age of eighteen years proves that 
he :fulfils ~he following conditions, namely~ . 
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'(a) that he is normally employed in, and will normally 
seek to obtain his livelihood by means of, insurable 
employment; and 

(b) that he would, but for the operation of the pr~cedi:ug 
paragraph of this Article, have been entitled to benefit, 

and also proves that his circumstances are such that whilst 
unemployed he is in need of assistance by way of transitional 
payments, such payments shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Order be made to him so long as he continues to fulfil the said 
co:uditions. . , 

(3) Any question arising under the last preoeding paragraph, 
as to whether the circumstances of an applicant'for transitional 
payments are such that, whilst unemployed, he is in need of 
as~istance by way of such payments, shall be remitted to the 
local authority of the area in which he is resident and shall 
stand referr€}d to the public assistan<)e committee of the local 
authority appointed iIi accordance with regull').tions under this 
Order; and that cOD;l.:rnittee shall determine that question, and,' 
if they determine that he is in such need, shall include in their 
determination directions as to the amount of any transitional 
payments to be made to him. 

Subject as hereinafter provided, a deterplination of a public 
assistance com:n;tittee under this paragraph shall be final and shall, 
subject, to review iu accordance with regulations under this Order, 
have efiE:lct for such period as may be prescribed, and SO long as the 
applica,ntcontint;l.es to fulfil the conditio:us specified in sub
parag:raphs (a) and (b) of paragraph (2) of this Artiole, transitional 
payments shall be made to him in accordance with that deter
minatioll : 

Provided that the payment, made to him in respect of any 
day or other period shall not in any case exceed the benefit to 
which he would, but for the operation of paragraph (1) of this 
ArtiQle, have been entitled in respect of that day or period. 

(4) A public assistance committee in giving dir€}ctions as to the 
am.ount of any transitional payments to be made to an applicant 
shall ensur€} that those payments shall in no case exceed the 
'benefit to which he would; but for the operation 9f paragraph (I} 
of this Article, have been entitled. 

(5) Any question arising in connection with an application for 
transitional payments, other than a question to be determine~ as 
aforesaid by a public assistance co:r;nmittee, shall be examined 
and determined as if it were a question arising i:n connection with. 
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,a elaim for benefit, and the provisions :of the Acts relating to the 
,examinat,ion and determination of claims shall apply accordingly. 

Interim Payments. 
. 2. Where an applicant for 'transitional payments has proved 
that he fulfils the conditions specified in sub-paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of paragraph (2) of the preceding Article, interim transitional 
payments may, pending a determination with respect to his needs 
be made to him in respect of any days of unemployment not 
·exgeeding si~ in. number,: - " -'- • 

. '-~(af'in-a'casewhere a previous determination has been given 
with respect to him within such period as may be 
prescribed, in accordance with that determination;,so 
however that the payment made to him in respect Qf 
any day shall not in any case exceed the benefit to which 
he would, but for the operation of paragraph (1) of the 
preceding Article, have been entitled in respect of that' 

, day; and 
(b) in any other case in accordance with the rate of benefit 

to which he would, but for the operation ofparagrapb, 
(1) of the preceding Article, have been entitled. 

Regulations. 
3. The power of the Ministry to make regulations under 

'section thirty-five of the principal Act, as amended by this Order, 
:shall extend to the making of regulations-

(a) providing for the appointment of the public assistance 
committee of a local authority to whom questions 
under paragraph (3) of Article 1 of this Order are to 
stand referred, and for the appointment by the local 
authority of officers for the purposes of this Order; 

(b). authorising the appointment of persons to serve as 
additional members of any public assistance. committee, 
and the appointment of special sub-committees to deal 
with cases of urgency ; 

{c) with respect to the methods to be adopted by public 
assistance committees and sub-committees in dealing 
wit·h applications, the production to officers of the 
Ministry of documents ,relating to matters !'briSing under 
this Order, and the attendance of such officers at 
meetings of committees and sub-committees ; . 

,(d) with respect to the information to be furnished, either 
orally or in writing, in support of applications for 
transitional payments; 

·(e) with respect to the form in which determinations of 
committees and sub-committees are to be given, notified 
and recorded; 

(f) with respect to the review of such determinations; 
'{g) prescribing any period which 'under this Order is to be 

prescribed; 
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(Ii)· with' respect, to the making of interim determinations 
by officers of there>cal amthori~y, pe:q.dil!g full inqttiries 
and consideration: ; " . . 

(i) referring to a public assistance committee or sub~ 
cOIPXl1ittee any questions which may arise under section 
sevellteenof the principal}: Act' as amended by this 
Order, being questions analogous to questions under 
paragraph (3) of Article 1 of this Order; 

(j) applying to the calculation of. amounts payable by way 
of transitioneJ payments any rules applicable to the· 
calculation of amOilnts'payable by way of benefit; and 

(k) with respect to the accounts of the expenses iric.m;red 
by local authorities under this Order I:l;nd the audit, of 
those accounts. -

Application a.nd .1,liodification oj Enactments •. 
4.~(1 ) Refel'ences to benefit in the enactme:p.ts specified in 

the Schedule to this Order (as amended by· 'any subeequellt 
enactment) shall be deemed to include references to transitional 
payments under this Order. . 

(2.), In the definition of " benefit year" in section twenty of the 
)\c.t of 1928, the reference to an a:tmlication for benefi~ shall he 
deemed to include a reference to an application for transitional' . 

. 'payments, and the reference to ,the first statutory condition shan~ 
.in relaiion to any .application for transitional payments, be 
..construed· as a reference to the QonditioRS. specified in paragraphs 
.(a) and (b) ofsub~section (2) of section eighteen of that Act. 

(3) For the purposes of any inqUiry as to whether an applicant 
for transition.al payments would, but for· the operation of para
graph (1) of Article I of this Order, have been entitled to benefit, 
fLnd, if so, to what benefit he woUld have been entitled~ 

(a) his application for transitional payments shall be 
treated .as if it were an application 'for benefit; and 

(b) paragraph (I) of sub-section (2) of section two of the 
Act of 1930 shall have effect as if for the words" the 
increase of benefit received" there were substituted 
the words 'J the appropdate increase of benefit." 

(4) Section two of the Unemployment Insura:p.ce (No.2) Act 
(NQrthern Ireland), 1931, is hereby repealed 80 far as is necessary 
to give effect 1;,,0 this Ord.er. 

(5) The period of forty-eight months applicable in the case of 
bel!efit, under sub-section (2) of section eighteen of the Act of 1928 
shall not apply ill the case ·of transjtional payments under tills. 
Qrder. . . 

TransitQry Provisions; 
5.~(1) In the Qase of a person who is affected by the provisions 

.of paragraph (I) of Article 1 of tills Order, transitional pe,yments 
-cerua1 to the payments to which; if he had made an application 

u 
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for benefit, he would, but for t~e operation of that paragraph, 
have been entitled as benefit may be!llade to him, pending the 
making and determination of an application for transitional 
payments. 

(2) The provisions of this Article shall have effect only during 
a period of three months commencing on the 12th day of Novem
ber, 1931, or during such longer period, not exceeding six months, 
commencing on that date as the Ministry may, as respects any 
particular area, direct. 

Expenses oj Local Authorities. 
6. Any additional expenses incurred by a local authority by 

reason of the provisions of this Order shall be defrayed as expenses 
incurred in the execution of the Poor Law Relief Acts (Northern 
Ireland), 1838 to 1928, but, subject to the consent of the Ministry 
of Finance, the Ministry may, on the application of the local 
authority, repay to them a sum as nearly as may be equal to the
amount of such additional expenses as the Ministry may approve. 

Emergency Provisions. 
7. If in the opinion of the Ministry any local authority, com

mittee or sub-committee do not, or do not efficiently, carlY out 
the ,duties imposed on them by, or by virtue of, this Order, the' 
powers and duties conferred or imposed on them as afores'aid 
shall be exercised and performed in their stead by such person 
or persons as the Ministry may from time to time appoint. 

The remuneration and expenses of any person so appointedr 

and of any officer appointed by the Ministry to assist it, may be 
defrayed by the Ministry as expenses incurred by ~t in carrying: 
the Act into effect. 

Financial Provisions. 
8.-(1) The cost-

(a) of the transitional payments made from time to 'tjm~' 
under this Order; and, 

(b) properly attributable to the administration of those
payments, including any sum$ repaid to a local authority' 
under Article 6, or expenses incurred under Article 7, 
of this Order: 

as determined by the Ministry, with the concurrence of the
Ministry of Finance, shall be defrayed out of moneys provided 
by Parliament. . 

(2) For the purposes of the last preceding paragraph, the' 
appropriate proportion of any payments made to a society or' 
association 'under section seventeen of the principal Act~ any' 
payments made under Article 2 or Article 5 of this Order and, 
any payments of benefit made since the 31st day of March, 1931, 
under sub-section (2) of section eighteen of the Act of 1928 ·(as 
~me:rided by any subsequent enactment) shall, be treated in thlJ' 
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same manner as transitional pay.ments made under Article 1 of 
this Order, and the cost of admjnistration properly attributable 
thereto shall be dealt with accordingly. -

(3) As from the dat£l, upon which the Ministry of Finance 
certifies that the deficiency on the current account of the Unem
ployment Fund is in a state of parity with the maximum statutory 
deficiency on the Unemployment Fund of Great Britain there shall, 
out of moneys provided by Parliament, be paid into the first
mentioned fund from time to time and credited to the Insurance 
Account, as income, a sum to be kno"wn as " the parity deficiency 
grant," which shall be a· proportion, calculated on the basis of 
the insured populations of Great Britain .and Northern Ireland 
respectively, of the amount paid'into the Unemployment Fund 
of Great Britain under paragraph (4) of Article 8 of the Unem
ployment Insurance (National Economy) (No.2) Order, 1931, 
but not exceeding such amount as may be required to maintain 
the Unemployment Fund in parity with the Vnemplqyment ;Fund 
of Great Britain: 

ProVided that this paragraph shall cease to have effect at)he 
end of the first financial year in which no payment is made 
thereunder out of moneys provided by Parliament. 

j nterpretation. 
9.-(1) In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires, 

the following expressions have the meanings hereby assigned 
to them :--

"the Acts" means the Unemployment Insurance Acts 
(Northern Ireland), 1920 to 1931: ' 

" the principal Act," "the Act of 1928," and" the Act of 
1930" mean respectively the Unemployment Insurance Act" 
1920, the Unemployment Insurance Act (Northern Ireland), 
19~8, and the Unemployment Insurance (Amendment) Act 
.(Northern Ireland), 1930 : 

" benefit" means unemployment benefit: 
"benefit year" and "insurable: employment" have the 

same meanings as in the Act of 1928, as amended by this 
Order: 

"Unemployment Fund" means the Northern Irish Unem
ployment Fund: 

"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Labour for Northern 
Ireland: 

" local authority" means the board of guardians of a poor 
law union and" area" means a poor law union: ' 

(2) This -Order and the Unemployment Insurance Acts
(Northern Ireland), 1920 to 1931, shall be construed together, 
and any reference in 'any 'Act or other document to those Acts, 
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qr to' the enfl;ctments rel~,ting" to unemployment insurance in 
Northern Ireland, shaH be deemed to inclu~e a reference to this 
Order. 

(3), The Interpretation Act, 1921; applies in :relation to this 
Order, as it applies in relation, tQ an Act of the Parliament of 
N01'thern Ireland, 

Short Title and Oommencement. 

10. This Order may be cited as' the Unemployment Insm'[l.llG,e 
(Economy) (No: 2) Order (Northern Ireland), 1931, and shall 
c?me into operation forthwith, 

Given at the Council Chamber, Belfast, this 29th day of. 
October, 1931. 

Oraigavon. 
lJ" Dawson Eates, 
John M. Andrews. 
J, .L1l ilne Barbmtr. 
A. B. Babington. 

SCHEDULE. 

:EN.A:OTMENTS IN WHICH REF.ERENOES TO BENEFIT .ARE TO BE DEEMED' TO INOLUDE 
REFERENOES TO ':I'RANSITIONAL PAYMENTS. 

Title of Act, 

Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920 

Unemployment Insurance (No.2) Act, 
])9,21. 

Unemployment Insurance Act (North
ern Ireland), 1922 

Unem.proyment Insurance (No.2) Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1924 .. 

Unemployment Insurance Act (Northern 
+J;e1and,), 1928 

Widows', Orphans' and Old Age Con
t.ributory Pensions Act (Northern Ire
land ),1929 

. Unemployment Insurance (Amendment) 
_~"(lt (Northern Ireland), 1930 .', 

Sections and Schedules" 

Sections 9, 17 and 22 ; sub-section (1) 
of section 28; section 35; and the 
Fifth Schedule. 

Section 13. 

Section 14. 
Sections 7: and 10" imd Part I of the 

First Schedule." . 
Sub-section (2) of section 4 and" section 

15. 

Section ~3. 

Sub-section (2) of section 12. 


