
DOCKS. AND Hl\RBOURS. 

Petroleum Spirit. 

ORDER, DATED 17TH FEBRUARY, 1941, MADE BY Tlj:E MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE UNDER REGULATION 76 (1) OF THE DEFENCE (GENERAL) 
REGULATIONS, 1939~ 

1941. No. 40. 

WHEREAS by virtue of the Delegation of . Emergency . Powers 
(Northern Ireland) Order, 1940 (a), made on October 2, 1940, by the 
Secretary of State under Regulation 102A of the Defence (General) 
Regulations, 1939, and by directions given by the Secretary of State 
on October 7, 1940, in pursuance of the said Order the, Secretary of 
State delegated hi.s powers as respects Northern Ireland, in relation to 
the area of any harbour authority, under paragraph (1) of Regulation 
76 of the said Regulations to the Ministry of Commerce for Northern 
Ireland. 

Now, THEREFORE, the Ministry of Commerce for Northern Ireland, 
in pursuance of the powers so delegated to it and of all other powers 
enabling it on that behalf, hereby orders as follows ;-

I.-Notwithstanding any restriction imposed by or under any Act 
in relation to the shipping, unshipping, handling, storage or conveyance 
of ammunition explosives or inflammable substances, the following 
provisions shall apply to the loading and unloading, storage and 
conveyance of petroleum spirit within all harbours in Northern Ireland. 

2.-The representative of the Owner shall give due notice to the 
Harbour Master of the arrival ot a petroleum ship and as soon as 
practicable of the quantity of petroleum spirit on the petroleum ship 
and of the manner in which it is stowed. . . 

3.-Before any petroleum spirit is brought into a harbour for ship
ment, or is transhipped from one petroleum ship to another petroleum 
ship in the harbour, or is loaded into or unloaded from any petroleum 
ship, the representative of the owner concerned shall give due hotice 
to the Harbour Master of the time when and the place where it is 
intended to carry out such transhipment, loading or unloading. In 
selecting a place for the purpose of the loading or unloading of 
petroleum spirit the representative of the owner shall consult the 
Harbour Master and take all due precautions for the safety of the 
harbour. Provided that if owing to urgency, it is impracticable to 
give prior notice to the Harbour Master, notice shall be given at the 
first available opportunity. . 

4.-;.A11 petroleum ships in any harbour shall display by day a red 
flag with a white circular centre and by night a red· light at the masthead' 

(a) U.K, 8. R. 8.; 0., 1940; No. 1789.· . 
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or ,where:. it can :~~ best seen:but·notless than 20 feet abdve~the deck, 
in;' addition to.any navigation lights which may be .required by'any other 
Regtilatio!\S,. ':" .' .' "'"'.: . ., " . '. . ,.' . 

5 • ..:......j\ ~epresentativ(/ (hereinaft~~ ~alled the'·" Qf£ic¢r iI~'~harge") 
appointed by the owner and specially charged with the supervision of 
the ·loading and unloading ,of petroleum spirit; shaH' be ptesentduring 
the whole ·of the:,thne of saeh 10ading and unloading, and until the 
h.61ds.and tanks of thepetroleum·ship being loaded- or uIilo~ded shall 
hav~ ,been securely dosed. .', 

~ .' , . ~ ". , 

6.-Before any petroleum ·spir.i~· cO-9.tainedin cans; casks, barrels or . 
other containers is unloaded, the holds of the petroleum ship having 
on· board sudccontarners shall De thoroughly ventilated, and after all 
petroleulrt' ~pitithas been removed trom any such petroleum ship, the 
holds and tanks shall be' rendered free from inflammable vapour. This 
requir.ementshallnot apply to the tanks of a petroleum ship" which 
teavesthe 'athout; without delay after the discharge' of petroleum spirit 
or remains only for' the purpose of taking on board, bunkers, stores or 
ba11l:!-st and of which the tank~ ar~ <:losed down immediately afte.r the 
(iischarge or' such petroleum spirit. ." ' . . .. '.' . 

• } '. • .' >." .,. • ' 

;. ·7 • .,-Fiorri the time whe.n 'fhe holdsort::tflks of.a petroleum ship are 
fitsf ;.Qpened £0r the purp,ase .of hjading :0J.:' unloadingpettoleum spirit 
until such time as all petroleum spirit shall 'hav.e heen loaded into or 
unloaded from such holds or tanks, and the .holds or tanks shall have 
be:en securely· closed doW-hand, in the case of unloading, r.endered free 
from inflammable vapour, the Officer in charge 'shall be responsibl~ for 
se~ing that no fire or artificial ligh.~ ~apabl~ of igniting inflammable 
vll;p6ur is on bmll::d such ship .or 3,t.6r near tp.e place where the petroleum 
spirit is being load~d qr unloaded and for·takip.g all due precautions to 
reduce to a minimum the risks from sparks from funnels of ships, loco
:motives'Ol:~ otherwise. This' regulation does :not apply to (i) the use of 
la.mps,·. he.ater.s.,,, cookers, or ·Q,ther :similar apparatus··offlameproof con
struction,. and efficiently. maintained, ,or (ii) theJoading or unloading of 
a petrol\'!um ship by means Qf, steam from the ship's own boilers, or 
powel' 'genetatedby)~leCtric .. in0~ors·. or i:ht~rnal' cO?lbus'tionengines 
placed in a positton. away'froITf cargo holds' and. pump 'room s or alter
:p:afivelyhy means of Birrieproof electrical equipIlleIit effi~iently m~in,-
tained.· .... :'.. . ....... " .. ' '. .. .. '. . .' 

. 8~~The Officer i~ di~rge shall ai~~b~ reSp01:lsibie fo~ seein~·that .the 
folIowingprovisions are duly observed:- . . :' ." .,. . . 

. "cn No sglokin:g shall bean~wedat or: ~e~r: .the place where 
petroleum spirit is being loaded or unloaded, and .all persons 
engaged in such toading or llnloading shall have previously 

: 'deposited in a place approved by the Officer in charge, all 
. srnoMing-' material, matches, lighters and similar articles . 

. : Every ; person 'employed-in the -loading or unloading of 
·petroleum.spirit shall submit to be searched, when required. 
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,~ .. ,:(2}1-Nl p1i:>.es,. joints, . tl~xible hoses.· and. other ap.pli~nces used in 
',,' Jhe loading an.d: unloa,ding of ;p.~ti."oleu,r:p. spirit iJ'l' bulk shall; be 

reasonably free from leakage, and adequate earthing,ptbvi~ion 
shall be made to prevent the accumulation of a dangerous 

. , static charge of electricity. .;~ " 

(3) No: pet~ole~.Iil sp~it" in containers' ·shall be ~!~lac~~l. Qn . any 
whalff,,'quay QrjettYi until,the.Ship or cartiag~byw.hichsuc,;h 
.petroleu~. spi,r,it is to be . removed therdroffisha11 be .at th.e. 
place in readiness to receive the same aIld .all pet1'Oleuffi :spiri~ 
landed in the harbour shall be forthwith removed therefrom 
or to Some fully lic~Iised place of storage.' . 

, (4) If ~t any time .du;ting at). 'op~~atidn of ,loading 'or unloading 
.petroleUln sp.irit into o.r· from a, petroleum. ship, .it. becomes, 
':necessary for a,p:y t~asoh to' suspendop~rations, 'aU necessary 

.. precautions' to guard and protect any petroleum. spirit which 
,m,a,y. bdeft either 0;0. the ship's deck or 9n: the wnarf;.quay or 
jetty, shall be, taken by the Officer. ill charge. 

(5) When the loading' or unloadi~g of petrole"\lm sp:irit has pe.en 
commenced, such loading or unloading shill be proceeded 
with; with; due diligence, and it:' it is:Hiscontim.ied~ the tariks 

.'. and hold~ .of the petroleum ship being loaded or rin10a.dedsJraU 
immediately be' d<flsed; ".... 

~(6J ~No petroleu~ sriritshall he disc;harged~r ::tIl owed to·~sc'l.I)e 
into the.waters of a: harbour. . 

, . (7) Iron. 'Or steel tools or othe;' "illStrumeIj.ts, c!).pableordau.~illg a. 
" ., , s'patk shall '!,lot' be used for the purpose 'oropening or closiJ;i.g 

the hatches.or tank lids of a petroleum ship. . . 

(8) Two or more petroleum ships shall not, except for the purpose 
" of transliipment, lie within 100 feet of one another,. unless it is, 
. impracti~able to, maintain such distance. :.' 

, . 
. (9) Petroleum spirit contained in defe(:,tive. con~~tiners sballnot 

be loaded illto a petro~eum ,ship in th~ harbour, and any 
petroleum spirit contained in flu<::h .det~ctive coutaipers shaH 
be placed aside together with the container in a safe place, and 
instructions given for disposal thereof by the Officer in charge . 

. " (TO) All'pet~oIe{jm'ship and. ~h~re 'fil-e-frghting 'appii~~ces capable 
of extinguishing a petroleum spirit fire shall be kept ready 
'during ·the, -operation of loadingi:lnd unloading petroleum 
spirit. ," . 

(1 P Every ·petroleuil}., ship shall be ~at<::h~d hya ~lOiripetent- person 
on.board such ,ship 'Qntil all petroleum spirit shall have been 
landed or load~d and, the ho~<;ls9r tanks .sj;!cureiy closed. 
• ... . ' - ~ '. r' " 

.. , 



Port <1>f Belfast. 

; '9.,..,."..In this -Order :"--:-::: '. ,.: 
(1 ) the expressions "Harbour Authority, I> , "·Harbour,'~ :~ Pe:.. 

tl10leUIn Spir~t, ;~, .an..e!; ',', S4ip"; shall have' ~e::' meanings 
respectively assigned to them in the Petroleum: (Con~?lidation) 
A,<;t (Northe~~, trelapd), .1929 (a). 

'" {2): "~arb9lJr M~s~~r;;"'$hall D1ean;the Ha,rbQu.~· Master~tother 
Officer having lill-th<;>r;ity to actj:p.$uch capacity, , 

(3}.~'Qwner " &h'3.11 D1~an,the ,QwnerQr Maste!' pf a petroleum 
'," ship or t!:te·;oyvner of th~ ~tl'oleum spirit as, t:p.e case maybe. 

:·'(4}-:"· Petr~leu~ Ship''''sh~ll ni~a:n any ship having on board or 
about to take on board a cargo the whole ot: any part ot which 
consists of petroleum spirit· or having discharged petroleum 

: ,'spirit if t4e h~rds a1?-d tanks have not been rendered free from 
' .. inflammable vapour:' ';- ' .,.'" 

o " 19.-TJ.1i$ .order may be: citep, ~s the P<1troleu:ql $pirit in fiflrbqurs 
Qrc;ler {tfor.th,etn Ir~land}i, J941. . , ' 

(L.S.) 

Se~led with. the offid~l.Se~l of the Mini~try" 9f' Comm~r<:e for 
Northern Ireland this 17th day of February, Nitieteen 
hundred and forty':'one,' in the 'presence of' " . , 

(Signe~) W; Crone, 
Assistant Secret~rY. 

'L .. '. : 

, ' 
.' ~ 0, .• , ,.-, ' 0'l~T. • • . _ < • ~ • -, -

ORDER DATED 'lOTl~ MAt; 1941, MADE BY THE MINiSTRY OF COMMERCE 
, 'tiNDER REGULATIONS' 7'1 (1) a~(r7S (1} OF 'THE DEFENCE (GENERAL) 

REGULATIONS, 1939,. " ," " " " 

"194,1.:,, No. 110 •. 

WHE~AS' it, appe!1n< io'tJ?~ M.i':},i~trY, pt, ¢~lUrneree f~t NOJ,:th~rn 
Ireland to be necessary, in the interests of the defence of the realm and 
~9r rpaint~iI).ing;sl,lppH~s ,.,app.servic~s ess<::J?,tial to the life, of the ,com
n;:,unity" ,t6: .. ,Il).a.l,:~, proyisiop'!', by. order for thy;purppse: of regulat~ng, 
~aci,litaJing :in4, expediting the p:~ffic at thy :por,t of 1;lelfast ,; , ; 

.' :i\~D wfiiRiAS the sJid 'i\tJtdlstty. Ji~s'appoiri.ted ~'committee (called i, ~hePort Emergeiicy:, C6nim:ittee,"'and herei:nafter teferred to as " the' 
Corriniittee''')'f6t'the' Port 0'£ B~l~ai;t : ' ' . 

. . . . ;. 

, , ~~ 9~ TH,E~F0!ffi the sajd l\:Ji1?-istr.y, ,by virtue 9f tll.e Defence (General) 
Regu'lati9ils,'J~$.£\. ina'Of ~l~ 9~her !?owet~ e:p.abling, ~t:ih that 'behalfl 
hereby orders. as follows :~ , , ',:,:' , '., ' ,. 

---' 


