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Maternity Benefit

REGULATIONS, DATED .215T JUNE, 1948, MADE BY THE NATIONAL
INSURANCE JOINT AUTHORITY, UNDER THE NATIONAL INSUR-
ANCE AcT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1946.

$ Roo 13eg(m-1) 75 1948. .No..;zes

‘The National Insurance Joint Awmthority, in exercise of the
powers conferred by sections 13-(3) -and {6), 14 and 15 of the National
‘Insurance Act (Northern Ireland), 1946, and of all other powers
enabling them in that behalf, hereby make the following regu-
lations :— -

Citation, 1.—(1) These regulations may be c1ted as the Natiorial Insurance
commence-  (Naternity Benefit) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1948, and shall

ﬁfﬁfp';‘;‘t‘j_ come into operation on the 21st June, 1948

tion. (2) In these regulations, unless the context,otherwise
requires—
“the Act” means the National Insurance Act’ (Northern
Ireland), 1946 ;
‘“ the Ministry ”’ means the Mlmstry of Labour and Natronal
Insurance for Northern' Izeland
“ the determining authority ”’ means an insurance ofﬁcer a
local tribunal or the umpire, ‘as the case. may require,
appointed or constituted in accordance with the National
Insurance (Determination ef Claims and Questions) Regula-
" tions' (Northern Ireland) 1948 ; :
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e - 12 Married Women Regulatlons -

REGULATIONS DATED 2ND JULY, 1948 MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF
LABOUR AND NATIONAL INSURANCE, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, UNDER THE NATIONAL INSURANCE “Act
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 1946.

1948. No. 220

The Ministry of Labour and National Insurance, ‘acting in’conjunction
with the Ministry of Finance, in exercise of the powers conferred by
sections 12 (4) and 56 of the National Insurance Act (Northern Ireland),
1946, and of all other powers enabhng it in that behalf hereby makes
the ‘following regulations: — -

1. —(i) These regulations may be cited as the National . Insurance

q (Married Women) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1948, and shall come

into operation on the znd July,.1948.

(2) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—

““the Act’’ means the National Insurance Act (Northern
Ireland) 1046;

‘“ the Insurance .Act”’ means the Nat1ona1 Health Insurance
Act, 1936;

- “ the Contributory Pensions Act *’ means the Widows’, Orphans’
and Old Age Confributory Pensions Act (Northern Ireland),
1936;

“ the Ministry *’ means the Ministry of Labour and Natlonal'
Insurance for Northern Ireland; ;

** contribution year ”’ and ‘‘ benefit year ** have the same meanl
- ‘ings'as in the National Insurance (General Beneﬁt) Regula-
-tions (Northern Ireland), 1948;

““ week ’’ means a contribufion week;

e .-marriage ”’  includes any remarriage, and the word
‘ married ’, wherever it occurs, shall be construed
accordmgly,

and other expressmns have the same meanings as in the Act.

~ (3) References in these regulations to any enactment or regula-
tions shall include references to such enactment or regulations as
amended by any subsequent enactment, order or regulations..

(4) The Interpretation Act, 192¥, applies to the interpretation of
tliese regulations 'ds it #pplies to the mterpretatlon of an Act of the -
Parhament of Northern Ireland

K
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."2.7—1(‘1) () & woman may elect notto be; :and thereafter (subject toMarried.
the provisions: of paragraph (2). of this regulation) shall not-be; lable omen,
to pay contiibutions under the Act in. respect ‘of any employment:-as an empjoyed. -

employed person for: any period .during: which: sheé is married.. *  persons.

" (b) Nothmg in this regulation- shall . relieve an employer
of any’ liabilityimposed on him by the Act-in relatlon to- employer S
contributions.

(2)—(a) Any such electlon by a married woman not to pay con-
tributions as an employed person-may be made by her at-any.time by
giving notice in writing ‘to the Ministry. to that effect,-and the election
shall be operatlve from the beginning of the week next but one follow-
ing the week, in which the notice was. given or from such earher date
as the M1nlstry may allow. :

- . (b) Any such. election: by a marned worman may be cancelled
by her at any time by giving notice to thé Ministry to that effect, and
such. cancellation .shall be opera’mve from the begmmng of the week next -
but..one following the. week in.which the notice was glven or, from such
earlier.date as the Mlmstry may allow:

Provided that such cancellation’ shall be without pre]udu:e fo the right
of the person concerned agam to make any such electlon from time
to tlme : : -

(3)—(21) ‘A married woman who h'ae elected not to pay contribu-
tions in accordance with the provisions of this regulatlon, and who is at the
time of the election i an employéd: contributor’s -employment .or there-
after enters such employment; shall, at that time or-at the: comrmence-
ment of the subsequent employment, as the case may be;, make applica-
tion to the Ministry for a certificate of such ‘election, which shall be issted
- to her-by-the-Ministry on any such application, and the married woman
shall produce such . certificate to her employer forthwith.

(b) If a married woman cancels any stich election in acéord-
‘ance. w1th the provisions. of this regulation, she shall surrendér the
cértificafe to the Ministry at the timeé of the cancellatlon and forthw1th
notify her employer of the cancellatlon : :

(4) Where a miarried - woman. has cancelled. her elect1on not to'
pay contributions as an’ employed person, any contributions paid by.or
"-credited to her as an employed person (or, if she becomes self-employed,
as a self-employed person) on or after the date on which the cancellation
became operative shall not be taken into account, for.thé purposé of.
determining her right to unemployment benefit or sickness benefit uinder
the Act unless, before the day for which benefit is claimed, in the case : °
of unemployment benefit, Condition I of the schedule to these regula-
tions has been.satisfied, and, in the case of sickness benefit, Condition: IE
of that schedule ‘has been satisfied, and unless in either casethe contri- )
butions;.so pa1d or“credited. are in respect of weeks commencmg on or
- after the operative date of the said cancellation.- L o a
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3.—(x) (2) A -woman shall be excepted from liability to pay. confri-
butions in:respéct of any employment as a self-employed person for any
period during which shé is'married unless she-elects (in accordance with
paragraph (2) of this regulation) to be liable to pay those contributions.

(b) Where a married woman has not elected under the fore-
"going provision of this paragraph to pay contributions as a self-employed

. persen, she may elect (subject to the provisions of regulations 5 and

6) to pay contributions as if she were a non-employed person, notwith-
standing that she is a self-employed person. .

(2)—(a) (i) Any such election by a married woman to pay con-
tributions, either as a self-émployed person or as if she were a non-
employed person, in respect of self-employment existing at the date of

" her marriage (or at the appointed day if the marriage took pIace before

‘the appointed day) shall be made by her by giving noticeé in Wntlng to
‘the Ministry not later than thirteen weeks after the date of the matriage
or the appointed day, as the case may require, or within such- longer
rperiod as the Ministry may, having fegard to all the circumstarices of the
case, allow, and, if so made, such election shall (subject to the pro-
visions of regulations 5 and 6) be operative from the date of the:marriage
.or the appointed day, as the case may be; but, if not so made within
the foregoing appropriate period, any such election shall (sub]ect as
aforesaid) be operative.from the beginning of the week in which the
said notice was given. .

. (i) Any such election by a marned woman. to pay con- '
tnbutlons either as a self-employed person or as if she .were.a non- .

- employed :person in respect of self-employment commencing after -the

'date -of the marriage or aftet. the appomted day, as the casé may be,
shall be made by her by giving notice in writing to the Ministry not later
than eight weeks after the commencement of the employment, or within
such longer period as the Ministry may, having regard to all the’
circumstances of the case, allow, and, if so made, sich election shall
(sub]ect to the provisions of reguldtions 5 and 6) be operatlve from the
tommencement of the employment; but, if not $o made, within the fore-
going appropnate period, any such election shall (sub]ect as aforesa1d)
be operative from the begmmng of the week in which the sa1d notlce was
glven . : .

(b) Any such electlon by a married woman may be _cancelled
by her at any time by givihg notice in writing to the Mmlstry to that
“effect, and such notice shall be operative from the- begmmng of the

’ week in whlch the not1ce was glven

(3) Where . & marned woman did not elect to pay contr1but1ons
i a. self—emploYed person. under the Act, or elected to’ pay: contnbutlons
asif she. were -a' nén-employed person, and subsequently elects to pay
contributions.as a self:employed- person, any- contributions :paid. by ‘ot |
credited to her as a self-entployéd.person (or,. if she becomes employed,
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as an émployed person) on or after the date on wh1ch such latter elechon
became operative shall not be taken: into, account for the purpose of deter-
mining her right to sickness ‘benefit under the Act unless, before the
day for which benefit is:claimed, Condition IT of the schedule to.these
regulations has been satisfied, and unless the contnbu’uons 50 pald or
credited are in respect of. weeks commencmg on or after the operatwe
date of such election.. .

4.—(1) A woman shall be excepted from insurance under.the ActMarried
during any period during which she is married and is a non-employed ;’”;%nf;l_wm
person unless she elects (in accordance with paragraph (2) of this employed
regulation, but.subject to the provisions of tegulations' 5 and 6) either persons.
to be liable fo pay contributions as a non—employed person or to remain

in insurance under the Act without paymg contrlbutlons
"Provided that no such person— - ’ '

(4) shall be entitled to” make e1ther of the foregomg elections
if immediately before the appomted day she was a married
woman and not insured or treated as. insured within the

" - meaning of-the Insurance Act.or the Contr1butory Pensions

" Act unless and until -Condition II of the schedule to these
regulations has been satisfied in respect of weeks commencing
on or after the appomted da.y,

(b) shall be entitled to elect to remajn in insurance without paying
contributions unless immediately before the date on which
the election would otherwise be effective she satisfies one of
the following conditions, namely:—

(i) that not less than .one hundred and fifty-six contnbutlons,
‘whether as an employed person or self-employed person;
have been paid in respect of her since her entry into
insurance under the Aét; or )

(ii} in the case of a person who became insured “under the
- Insurance Act or the Confributory Pensions Act before.
" the 30th September, 1946, and who:continued to be insured
or treated as insured under either of those Acts up to
immediately before the appointed day, that zrot-less than
one hundred and four contributions have been paid in
respect of her before that day under those Acts since her
. last entry 1nto insurance under e1ther of those Acts; ot

_(iil) in the case of a person -‘who became SO 1nsured on or after
- the said 3o0th -September, or, havmg become so. insured
before that day, had had less than one hundred and four
such contributions so paid in respect of her before the
appointed day, and who in either case continued to he
insuted or tréated as insuréd under either the Insurance
Act or the Contributory Pensions Act up to immediately
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before that ddy, that not less than one hundred and fifty-
six contributions, whether under those.Acts or the Act,

- have been paid in respect of her -since her last. entry into
insurance under the Insurance Act or the. Contrlbutory
Pensions Act;

and, for the purpose of this paragraph of this proviso, if more than
one contribution has been paid under the said Acts for any one week,

" any such -contributions shall be ireated as if they were one contribution.

(2)—(a) (i) Any such election by -a married woman to pay con-
tributions as a non-employed person or to be ‘insured only, in respect
of any non-employment - ex1st1ng at the date of the marriage (or at the
appointed day if the marnage took place before the appointed day)
shall be made by her by giving notice in Wntmg to the Ministry not
later than thirteen weeks after the date of the marriage or the appointed
day, as the case may require, or within such longer period as the
Ministry may, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, allow,
and, if so made, such election shall (subject to the provisions of regu-
lations 5 and 6) be operative from the date of the marriage or the
appointed day, as the case may be; but, if not so made within the
approprlate penod any such election shall be void.

(ii) Any such election by a married woman to pay contributions
as a non-employed person or to be insured only, in respect of any
non-employment commencing after the date of the marriage or after
the appointed day, as the case may be, shall be made by her by giving
notice in writing to the Ministry not later than eight weeks after the
commencement of the non-employmient, or within such longer period
as the Ministry may, having regard to all the .circumstances of the
case, allow, and, if so made, shall (subject to the provisions of regula-
tions 5 and6) be operative from the commencement of.the non-employ-
ment; but, if not so made within the foregomg appropriate period,
any such election shall be void.

(b) Any such election by a mairied woman may be cancelled by
her at any fime by giving notice in writinig to the Ministry to that
effect, and such notice shall be operative from the beginning of the
week in which the notice was given.

(3) Where a married woman, being a person who as a non-
employed person did not elect to pay contributions under the Act
or elected to be insured omly, subsequently pays, or has credited to

_her, contributions either as an employed person.or self-employed per-

'son, ‘any such- contributions shall ‘not be taken into account for the
purpose of determining her right to unemployment -or sickness benefit,
unless before the day for which benefit is claimed, in the case of

‘unemployment benefit, Condition I of the schedule to these regulations
‘has been satisfied,” and, in the case of sickness benefit, Condition II
iof ‘that schedule has ibeen satisfied, in.either case in respect of weeks
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to ‘which - the - sa1d subsequent payment or. cred1tmg ‘of contnbutlons
yelates, .

(4) Where a marned ‘woman by reason ‘of any prov151on of this

'regulatlon ceases to be an insured pérson under the "Act, "but thereafter

‘becomes insured thereunder, ‘the date of her entry into insurance shall

(subject t6 any regulations made under the transitional provisions of

" section ‘62 of the Act) bé the date-on which she first became an insured ‘
person under the Act, notwithstanding that she may have ceased to l
.be an insured person on more than one occasion.-

5. ‘A married woman who— : ' Special -
condition
(@) béing an employed person, has, in respect of any period, relating to ‘
elected not to be liable to pay contributions; or- paymentof .

i t
-(b) being a self-employed person, has, in respect of any period, %‘;,nrﬁl;;‘}f;%ns -

not elected to be liable to pay contributions as a self-employed women as
person, or has cancelled any election as a self-employed person 231‘; loyed
" to be liable to pay contributions as if. she were a non- employed persons in
person (not being for the purpose of paying contributions as certain cases.
a self-employed person); or "
" (¢) being a non-employed person,” has, in respect of any period,
not elected to be liable to pay contributions;

‘shall after any such election, failure to elect or cancellation of an
election, not be entitled to pay contributions as, or as if she were, . -
a non-employed person unless and until (after making any necessary -
election or cancellation' of an election in accordance with these regula--
‘tions) she has in respect of weeks commencing after the election, failure

or cancellation, -as the case may" be, satlsﬁed Condltlon II of the
schedule to these’ regulatlons :

6. Where, in respect ‘of a contribution year begmmng after the Contﬂbutmn '
ést for
appointed day dunng the whole of which a person is a married woman, ;. 109
less than forty-five conttibutions of any class under the Act have been women.

paid by or credited to her, the followmg provisions shall apply: —

(I) Any contributionis pa1d by or credited to her as an employed
person oOr as a self-employed person in respect of any period
.occurring after -the end of that -contribution year shall' not
De taken into account fof the pufpose of determining her right
to unemployment benefit or sickness benefit under: the Act
‘unless before the day for which benefit is cldimed, in the case
.of unemployment benefit, Condition I of the 'schedule. to these
regulations has been satisfied, and, in the casé -of smkness
benefit, -Condition II of that schedule has been satisfied,
either case-in respect of weeks comrnencmg after’ the end of
. that. contribution year:

Provided that -if a married woman fails to satlsfy the fore-
going contrlbutmn test in respect of a contribution year “that |
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" test shall not apply to any- subsequent contnbutmn year or
years commencing before the satisfaction of the appropriate
Condition of the said schedule in accordance with this paragraph
in relation to the first-mentioned contribution year.

(2) She shall not be entitled in respect of any period after the
end of the said first-mentioned contribution year to pay con-
tributions as, or as if she were, a non-employed person unless
and until Condition IT of the schedule to these regulations has
been satisfied in respect of weeks commencing after the end
of that contribution year.

Waiving of 7, iWhere for the purpose of any :provision of these regulations a
g”;gﬁggﬁfe married woman is during any period in-process of satisfying either
on cessation’ Condition I or Condition II of the schedule to these regulations, and at
of marriage.. that time ceases to be a married woman either by reason of the death
of her husband or otherwise, the Condition then applicable shall be
treated as waived, and any contributions paid by her in respect of the
period during which she was subject to that Condition shall be taken
into account as if she had been a single woman, subject to the quali-
fication that the waiving of the Condition shall not entitle her to payment
of any benefit for any period before the cessation of the marriage which
would not have been payable if the Condition had fnot been waived.

Credits for - 8,—(x)- (#) Where a woman’s marriage has been terminated by the
Egedg;rr?ose death of her husband or otherwise, and during her marriage she ‘was
mining rate affected by these regulations, the provisions set out in the next succeeding
of unemploy- sub-paragraph shall .2pply if, after the said termination (but subject to

’;‘:fl’;;ez:ld the provisions of sub-paragraph (c) of this paragraph) she has paid

benefit . -twenty-six contributions as an employed person or a self-employed
where ‘person, as-the case may be, and at that termination she—

marriage ] ]
_has been . (i) was not an insured person; or

termmated )

(ii) was an insured person of any class who was not then
liable to pay contributions under the Act; or

(i) was an insured person 'who was liable to pay contri-
butions as, or as if she were, a non-employed person.

(b)—(i) For the purpose of determining the rate of unemploy- - N

nient-benefit in the case of a woman to whom the preceding sub-paragraph
applies, a contribution shall be credited in respect of every week in the
period beginning with the commencement of the last complete contribution
year before the benefit year which includes the week in which the
twenty-sixth confribution as an employed person was pald and
terminating with that week.

(ii) For the purpose of determmmg the rate of sickness
benefit in the case of such a woman, 2 contribution shall be credited in
respect of every week in the period beginning with the commencement
of the last complete contribution year befére the benefit year which
includes the week in which the twenty-sixth contribution either as an
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) employed person or a. self-employed person was pa1d and termlnatmg
with that week. .

) (111) Notw1thstand1ng anythmg ¢ontained in this - sub- E
paragraph no contribution shall be credited for any week earlier than
the week following the week in which the marriage in question took place.

(c) Where a woman had at the date of the termination of her
marriage paid contributions which at that date could not be taken into
account for the purposes of unemployment-or sickness benefit by reason
of the operation of paragraph (x) of regulation 6, they shall nevertheless
be taken into. account for the purposes of this paragraph, so however
that the said condition with regard to the payment of twenty-six con-
tributions- contained in sub-paragraph (&) of this paragraph shall not be
deemed to have been satisfied. at any date earlier than the date of t‘he
said termination.

(2) Where by 'virtue of this regulatlon a contnbutlon is credited for
any Week any contribution under the Act otherwise paid of credited for
that week shall be disregarded for the purposes of this regulation, but -
for all other purposes shall be taken into account to the exclusion -of
any contribution credited by virtue of this regulation.

9.—(1) For the purposé of her right to maternity allowance, there shall Credits in
be credited to a married woman contributions as an employed person or E:%Zﬁ;lfc’;
self-employed person for any periods in respect of Whic-h,'she would have allowance.
been liable -to pay such contributions but for the provisions of sub-
section (2) of section 56 -of the Act (Whlch subsection relates to the
exception of married women from insurance and the payment of’
contributions) and of these regulations. - :

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 3 of the
Third Schedule to the Act (which sub-paragraph relates to the contribution
conditions for a maternity allowance) but for those plurposes "only, a
contribution shall be credited to a married woman for any week of
unemployment or incapacity for work, aascertained in accordance with the
provisions .of. paragraph () of subsection- (2) of section. 10 of the Act
. (which paragraph relates to days which are, or are deemed'fo be, days
of unemployment or incapacity for Work) and any regulations made under
that paragraph, in so far as she is not otherwise entitled to be credited”
with a contribution for that week; and if in respect of any such week
. she is not an insured person she shall be deemed to be such a person
for the foregomg purposes. :

10. The question whether a married woman is sub]ect to any of the Specml
disqualifications for unemployment benefit contained in subsection (2) provision
relating tor
of -section 12 of the Act shall be determiried on the same basis as that disqualifica-
applicable to a single womari, but not so as to exclude such consideration tion'of
of the responsibilities arising from her marriage as is. reasonable in the xg;gidfor
circumstances of the case. .. . unemploy-
: ment benefit.
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Additional 11, ‘Where a married woman is residing with her husband and claims
;’gf‘}g‘égl . an increase of benefit for a child of their family, it shall be an additional
by a marpned condition with respect to the receipt of that increase that her husband

woman of an js incapable of, self-support.

increase of

benefit for

a child. : B

Notice of ~ 12. It shall be the duty of every woman who, being an insured person,

marnage.  marries, to furnish any evidence of her marriage as may be required by
the Ministry and to give notice to the Ministry in writing of her marriage
mot later than eight weeks thereafter, or, if she claims benefit before the
expiration of that period, at the time of ‘making such a claim.

Notice by . 13. Any notice required by these regulations may be sent by post,
post. and, if so sent, shall be deemed to have been given on the date on which
. it was posted. .

Modifications 14, The provisions of the Act shall have effect sub]ect to the modi-
of the Act. fications contained in these regulations.

Sealed with the "Official Seal of the Mlms’cry of Labour and
National Insurance for Northern Ireland this 2nd day of July,
1948, in the presence of

, William Allen, -
' Assistant Secretary to the Ministry
of Labour and National Insurance
for Northern Ireland.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry .of Finance for
Northern Ireland this 2nd day of ]uly, 1948, -in the presence
of

John I.-Cook,

~ Assistant Secretary to the Ministry'
of Finance for Northern Ireland.

SCHEDULE -

Condition I
(relating to unemployment beneﬁt)

That not less than fifty-two contributions as an employed person, whether or
ot in respect of continuous weeks, have been paid by or credited to-a married
woman, of which at least twenty-six were paid con’crxbutxons

Condition IT

(relating to sickness benefit and the payment of contributions as a
non-employed person)

- . That not less than fifty-two contributions, whether as an employed person
or a selfzemployed person and whether or not in respect of continuous weeks,
hdve been paid by or credited to a married woman, of which at least twenty-six
were paid contributions,
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