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MARRIAGES 

Consents to Marrjage of Minors 
" , 

REGULATIONS, DATED 31sT AUGUST, 1954, MADE BY THE MINISTER OF 
FINANCE UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE MARRIAGES ACT (N9RTHERN 
IRELAND), 1954; , 

1954. No. 134 

I, THE -RIGHT HONOURABLE BRIAN MAGINESS, Q.C., Minister of 
Finance for Northern Ireland, in exercise of the powers conferred 
upon me ,by sub:-se-ction (1) of section five of the M;arriages Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1954, and of all other powe,rs . enabling me 
in that behalf, hereby make the following Regulations:- ' 

1.-(1) These Regulations may be cited as the, Marriage of 
Minors (Consents) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1954. " 

(2) These Regulations shall come into operation on the 
date 'hereof and shall have effect in relati;on to all marriages 
o'f minors :solemnized or intended to be solemnized on or after 
t?e'lst October, 1954. ' 

2. The Interpretation Act, 1889, as applied to Northern 
Ireland by the Interpretation Act, 1921, shall apply for the 
purpose o;f the interpretation of these Regulations as it applies 
for the purpose of the interpretation of an Act ,of the Parliament 
of Northern Ireland. ' 

, , 

'3. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise 
reqUires-

"the Act "means the Marriages Act (Northern Ireland), 
1954; 

"the Act of 1844" means the Mar·riages (Ireland) Act, 
1844; 

"consent" means written consent to the marriage of a 
minor as required by section one of the Act; 

" order" means an order of a county court made under 
section two of the Act dispensing with any consent 
required by section one of the Act; 

"Registrar-General" me~ns, the Registrar-General 'for 
Northern Ireland,; 

"registrar" means a reg~sttarof marriages appointed under 
the Act ,of 1844; 

"registrar of marriages" means a registrar' of marriages 
appointed under the Registration of Marriages (Ireland) 
Act, 1863; 

" superintendent registrar" means a superintendent 
registrar ,appointed under the Registration of Marriages, 
(Ireland) Act; 1863. 
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4.-( 1) In the case. of a marriage by licence, spe'cial Ucence; 
or registrar's certificate the ,consent shall be in two parts, A and 
B, in the form se·t forth in the First Schedule to these Regulations. 
+n any ,other case, the consent shall be in the form of the said 
Part B only. 

(2) Every ·consent shall be signed in the presence' of one 
of the persons set forth in the Second Schedule to these 
Regulations, who shall attest ·the signature of the person or 
persons required by the Ad to give consent. 

5. In the case of a marriage intended to be solemnized by 
licence or registrar's certificate, Part A of the consent shall be 
deposited with the person to whom application has been made 
for the issue of the licence or certificate at least tWIO clear days 
before the date on which the licence or certificate is to issue, 
or within such shorter period as the licenser, licensing minister 
or registrar may regard as sufficient to satisfy himself as to the 
authenticity of th,e consent. 

S. In the ·case of a marriage intended to be solemnized by 
specialli:cence, Part A of the consent shall be deposited with the 
person 'authorised to issue the special licence at least one clear 
day be{ore the date on which the special licence is to issue, or 
within such shorter period as that person may regard as sufficient 
to satisfy himself as to the authenticity of the consent. 

7. Part B of the consent shall be deposited with the pe·rson 
who is to solemnize the marriage at least one clear day before 
the date, on which the marriage is to be solemnized, or within 
such shorter period as that person may regard as sufficient to 
satisfy himself as to the authenticity of the consent and shall 
be, signed by that person immediately after the marr.iage has 
been solemnized. 

8. Every consent deposited wi·th a per~on authorised to issue 
a licence, special licence or registrar's certificate, shall be tued 
and preserved by such person with the other documents relating 
to the marriage. ' , 

9. An' order produced to a person to whom application has 
been made for a licence, speCial licence or registrar's certificate, 
shall be returned by that person to the parties to the intended 
marriage for deposit with the person who is to solemnize the 
marriage. 

10. Every consent or order deposited with any person under 
the provisions of these Regulations shall be available at all 
re'asonable times, without fee, to all persons desirous of'inspecting 
the same. 

11. Where a consent or order has been deposited with a person 
who solemnizes a marriage which is within the provisions of the 
Act of 1844, and it is not the duty of that person to furnish a 
copy of the entries in the Register Book tn which the marriage is 
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registered, the consent or order shall, after the marriage has been 
soleI1lIl!ized, be delivered by that person to the person on whom 
the duty aforesaid is laid.by section sixty-five or section sixty-six 
of the said Act, or by section nine of the Marriage Law (Ireland) 
Amendment Ad,. 1863. 

12. In the c.;:tse of a marriage solemnized within the proviSions 
of the Act of 1844, Part B of the consent or the order shall-

. (a) where deposited with a Registrar-be forwarded by 
hi:pJ. to the Registrar-General with a ,copy of the entry 
of marriage at· the end of the quarter in which tl+e 
marriage was solemnized. 

(b) where the marriage is by special licence-be annexed 
to the cer:tificate· to be sent to the Registrar-General 
under the provisions of section twenty-two of the 
Matrimonial Causes and Marriage Law (Ireland) 
Amendment Act; 187l. 

(c) in every other' case~be sent to the registrar wi'th a . 
copy of the entry of the marriage at the end, of the 
quarter in which the marriage was solen:mized for 
transmission to the, Registrar-General. 

13. 'Where' a certificate under the prov,isl:ons of section eleven 
of the Registration of Marriages (Ireland) Act, 1863, is delivered 
to a registrar of marriages in respect of the marriage of a minor 

. and a .consent or order is not annexed' thereto, or a 'consent is 
annexed thereto which has not been properly executed or signed 
;by.the person who sO,lemnized the marrJage, the certificate and 
the consent (i.f any) shall be forwarded to the Registrar-General 
by' the registrar of marriages who shall not register that marriage 
without instructions from the Registrar-General. 

14. Subject to the provisions of the last preceding Reg'ulation 
every consent or order received by a reg,istra,;r of marriages under 
paragraph (c) of sub-section (1) of section three of th~ Act shall 
be delivered with the certificate of marriage at the end of the 
quarter in which the marriage was registered to the 
Superintendent Registrar who shall transmit it to the Registrar
General with a copy of the entry of the marriage. 

15~ Forms Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the Third . Schedule to these 
Regulations shall be substituted for the forms contained in 
Schedules B, C and E to the Act of 1844, Schedule B to the 
Marriage Law (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1863, and SchedUle (A) 
No.1 to t1;le Matrimonial Causes and Marriage Law (Ireland) 
Amendment Act, 1870, respectively. 

Dated this 31st day of August, 1954. 

Bricin Maginess, 

Minister of Finance 'for 
Northern Ireland. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

PART A 

Consent to the' Marriage of a Minor 

Prop:osed marriage of. ............................................................................ e •••• 

residing ·at ......................................................... "' ...................................... : .. . 
with ...........•............................................................................................... 
residing at ................................................................................................ . 
I .(a) ................................ : ........ being the (b) ........................................ :and 
I (a) .... : ........ : ........................... being the (b) ...................................... of the' 
above named ................................... :a minor, .aged ............... years. and being 
the persons whose consent to h ......... marriage is re·quir.ed by law do hereby 
give cons.ent to the above ·marriage. 

Witness my hand this ............. :.day 01 .............................. 19 ...... .. 
Signature Of person giving consent ........................................................... . 
Address .............................. : ................. : .......................... : ........................ . 
Witness to tht:' above signature ................................................................... . 
Qualification ............................................................................................ . 
Address ... , ................................................................................................ . 

Witness my hand thi'S ............... dayof .............................. 19 ..... .. 
Signature of person giving consent .......................................................... .. 
Address ..... : ........................................ : ..................................................... . 
Witness to the above signature ....................... : ......................................... .. 
Qualification .............•............................................................................... 
Address ....................................................... : ........................................... . 

(a) Insert name in rull. (b) insert" Father", "Mother'''. "Guardian" 
etc., as the case maybe. 

PART B 

Consent to the Marriage of a Minor 

Proposed marriage ·of .......................................... : ..................................... . 
residing at ........................................ , ...................................................... .. 
with ......................................................................... , .... : ................ " ......... . 
residing at ......................................... : ........ , ......................... : ....................... . 
I .('a) ......................................... being the (b)" ........................................ :and 
I (a) ......................................... being the (b) ...................................... of the 
above named ......... , ........................... a minor, aged ............... y·ears.and being 
the persons whose consent to h ......... marriage is required by la,w do hereby 
give consent to the above marriage. 

Witness my hand this ............... day of.. ....................... , .... 19 ..... .. 
Signature of person giving consent ........................................................... . 
Address ................................. : .. : ................ : ....... : ..................................... . 
Witness to 'the above signature ............... , ............................. , ................... . 
Qualification ........ : ......... " : ............ : .................... , ............................... .-...... .. 
Address ......................... : ............................................. d ...................... . 

Witness my hand this ................ day of.. ................. ; ........... 19 ....... · 
Signature of persoll giving consent ......................... : .. , ............................... .. 
Address ......................... , ...................................................................... .. 
Witness to the above signature ........... , ............ , ................ , ............... :.: ..... . 
Qualification ...................... ,................................. . ................................. .. 
Address ... .' .............................................................................................. . 

(a) Insert· 'name in .fun. 
·(b). Insert" Father ",. ".Mp.ther ". "Guardian". etc .• a's the case may be.' 

Signature of person sQlemnizing marriage .................................................. . 
-at .. ,' ..... : ........... :............................. Date ................................................ .. 
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MUST BE WITNESSED 
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In the' United Kingdom or any other part of the British Commonwealth 
or in the Irish Republic: - . 

Magistrates, 'Or JilstIces of the Peace. 

Peace COmmissioners. 

Commissioners· for Oathsl 

Minfsters of Reljgion. 

Me(;Hcal Practitioners .. 

In any part of the World:-

Officers IOf Her Majesty'\'> Naval, Military or Air Forces 'On the active 
or half-payor pension lists. 

Masters of British Merchant Navy vessels. 

In the United Kingdom only:-

Per,sons on the active list of Mle permanent Civil Service of the 
Cr'Own who are on a scale of salary commencing at £600 a ·year 
or ,ovei'. 

Pers'ons authorised to issue licences for marriages. 

Members of a police f'orce not below the rank of Sergeant . 
• 

In Foreign Cbuntries only:-. 

British Diplomatic or Consular Officers empowered by law to 
administer Oathll. 

Notaries PublIc or other persons competent by the' law of the 
country to admini:ster Oaths. 
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FORM No.1 

Registrar's Certificate 

in the County of do hereby certify that I, A.B., Registrar of the DJstrict of 
on the day of 
of the Marriage intended between the 
Parties; (that is to say):-

Notice was duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book of the said District, 
Parties named and described, delivered under the hand of C.D. one 'Of the 

Name 
and 

Surname 
Condition 

Date of Notice entered 

Date of Certificate g,iven 

Rank or 
Profession Age 

Witness my hand. this day of 
One Thousand Nine Hundred and 

Dwelling 
Place 

19 

19 

Length of 
Residence 

Church, Chapel, or 
Place of Worship 
which the Parties 

usually attend 
respectively 

Jhurch, Chapel, Place 
of Public Worship, or[ District and County 
Building in which the in which the Parties 

MalTiage is to be respectively dwell 
solemnized 

District of 

County of 

District of 

County of 

} 
No impediment to the proposed marriage has been shown to me to 
exist and where either party is a minor the con'Sent, or order 
dispensing therewith, has been produced. 

} Registrar. 

This Certificate will be void unless the Marriage is solemnized on or before the day of 19 

,s::.
o· 
0-.. 

~. 

> 
~) 
~, 

'>-4' 
ll>. 

~: 
fJl: 
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FORM No.2 

Licence of Marriage 
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WHEREAS a Marriage is intended to 'be solemnized between A.B. 
of . and C.D. of' . -and whereas 
application for a licence has been made to me, E.F., the Presbyterian 
Minister duly authorised by the Governor of Northern Irel'and, pursuant :to 
the provisions of the Mari-i'ages (Ireland) Act, 1844, to issue Marriage Licences 
within the bounds of the Presbyte):"y 'of . : -and Whereas 
I have received the certificate required by law from the Rev. G.H. Minister 
of the congregation of . of which A.B. (orC.D.) is a 
Member·: and whereas I havel 4uly ascert8Jined, 'by tJhe oath ('Or affirmation) 
<Yf the sa:id A.B. (or C.D.) that there is no impediment of kindred or alliance 
or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage, and that A·B. (or- C.D.) 
has had his (or her) usual ,place o·f abode for the space of fifteen days last 
past within the bounds of ·tJhe presbytery of and, 
(in cas~s where eitll,er party is under age), that A.B. (or C.D.) is under the 
age 'of twenty-one' years: 'and where'as there has been produced to me the 
consent lof I.B. and J.B. whose consent to the Marriage is required by law, 
(or ,an order of the County Court of the County of, ' dispenSing. 
with consent to the marriage, as the case may be): 

Now I do hereby grant unto the Rev., or other 
the Minister officiating in, the certified Pres'byterian Meeting-house 
of ' full. licence, according to the authority in. 
that 'behalf given to me by the said Act, to proceed to solemnize such 
Marriage: provided that the said marriage be publicly so.lemnized, in the 
presence of two witnesses Within one calendar month from the date hereof 
in the certified Presbyterian Meeting-house of (here describe the Meeting-, 
house in which the Marriage is to be solemnized) between the hours of 
eight in the forenoon 'and six in the afternoon 

Given under my hand, this day of one 
thousand nine hundtedand 

(SigMd) 

FORM No; 3 

Licence, <;>f Marr.iage 

E;.f. 
Licenser. 

A.B. Registrar of the District of ' to' OJ) .. of 
and IE.F. of sendeth greeting: 

WHEREAS notice ha:s been given that you intend to en,ter into a contract 
of Mai:ria:ge under the provisions of the Marri'9,geR (Ireland) Act, 1'844, and 
the Marriage Law (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1863,' and whereas you C.D. 
~or IE.F.) have made and subscribed a declaration under your hand that 
you believe there i's no impediment Of kindred or all:iance or other lawful 
hindrance to the said Marriage, and that youe.D. (or IE.F.) have (or has) 
had your (or his or her) usual 'pl:ace of abode for the spa:ce of fifteen days 
last past within the District of , anld (in cases where 
either' party is under age), that you C.D. (or E.F.) -are (or ~s) under the age 
of twenty-'One years: and Whereas there has been produced to me the consent 
of G.D. and H.D. whose consent to the Marriage is required by l:aw, (or an 
order of the County Court of the County of dispensing with 
consent to tJhe Marri'age, q,s the case may be): 

I do hereby grant unto you full licence, according t'O the authority in 
that behalf given to me by the 'Said Acts, to proceed to solemnize such 
Marriage: provided that the 'Said Marriage be pUblicly l'3olemnized, in the 
presence of two witnesses, withil-'l three calendar months from the (here 
insert the date' oj the entry in the Marriage Notice Book oj the Registrar) 
in the (here describe the building in which the Marriage is to. be solemnized) 
between tbe hours of eighi in the foreno'on l!-nd 'six in the afternoon. 

Given under my hand, this day of one 
thousand nine hundred and 

(Signed) A.B. 
Registrar. 

cc 



408 

FORM No.4 

I, the undersigned A.B. of . hereby solemnly declare, 'rh~t 
I 'believe there is no impediment of. kindred 'oralliance, or other lawful 
hindrance to my Marriage with C.D. of and that wet the 
above-named A.B. and C.D. have tor the sp3ice of Orie Month immediately 
preceding the giving the Noti!ce. of our Marriage, usu'ally attended Divine 
Worship in the (here insert the name of .the place of Public Worship) 
belonging to the (here insert the name of the Church or Religious Community 
to wh'ich suc;:h place at Worship shall belong (as the case may be)) withdn 
the District of and Oounty of : 

and that I, the above-named A.B. have for the space of Fifteen Days 
immedraJtely preceddng the giving the Notice of Marrirag'e h'ad my usual place 
of abodeanc;i re'sidence (if the Marriage is, intended to be had in a Church 
or Chapel of the Church of Irela.nd, inseri the following words-" in the 
Parish of ," or" in the Ecclesiastical D.istrict Of .,', 
(as the case ma.y be), and add the name oj the Pq,rish or Ecclesiastical 
Dis.t1"ict in which one of the parties resides.) within the District of 
'and Oounty of 

And I further declare that r am not ·a.Mill0r under t'he 'age of Twenty-one 
years, 'and that 'the other Party herein named and described js not 'a Minor 
under the age of Twenty-one years (if one or both of the parties be under 
age .the appropriate words must be deleted) . 

. . And I !further d'eclare, that she (or, n, the said C.D. (or, A.B.) is .(or, am) 
a Minor under the age of Twenty-one years, and that there is required by 
law the consent of E.D. and 'F.D. to her (or, my) Marriage, (or, an or.der 
of the C'ounty Oourtof the County of . . dispeIi'sing w<ith 
C'onsent to her (or, my) Marriage (as the case may be). 

AND I make the foregoing Declarations solemnly and deHber,ately, 
conscientiously believing the same to ,be true, pursuant to the provirsions 
of the Marriage Law (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1863, well knowing that 
every person who shall knoWingly 'and wHrfully 'ma~e or 'sign or sUibscri.be 
any false Decl-aration, or .who shall sign any false Notice for the purpose 
of procuring any Marriage under 1ib.e provisrons of the s'aid ~ct above
mentioned, or of 'any Act therein recited, shall ·suffer the penalties of 
Perjury. In witness Whereof I have hereunto set and su'bscribed. my hand, 
this day of 

A.B. 
Signed and Declared by the above-named 

A.B. in the presence of 
C.H. 

Registrar of the District of 



ME!NTAt HEALTH 409 

FORM NO.5 

Licence of Marriage 

A.B. appointed to issue Licences for Marriages in the District of 
under the provisions of the" Matrimonial Oauses and 

Marrfa;ge Law (Ireland) Amendment Act; 1870 ", to C.D. of 
and E.F. of sendeth greeting: 

WHEREAS notice has been given that you intend to enter into a contract 
of Marriage under the provisi'onsof the Matrimonial CaulSes and Marriage 
Law (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1870: And whereas y'OU C.D. (or E.F.) have 
made and subscribed a declaration under your hand, tpat you believe there 
is no impediment of kindred or 'alliance 'Or other lawful hIndrance to the 
said Marriage, and that you C.D. (or E.F.) have (or has) had your (or his 
or Iller) usual place of abode for the, space of fourteen days 1ast past within 
the Di>strict of , ,and (in' cases where either party is under 
age), t'hat you C.D. (or E.F.) are (or ~s) un,der the age of twentY-'one years: 
and whereas there has been produced to me the consent of G.D· and H.D· , 
whose consent to the Marri8Jge is required by law, (or an 'Order 'Of the County 
Court of the .c'Ounty of dispensing with consent to the 
Marri:age, as the case, may be): 

I do hereby grant uhto you full licence, accarding to the authority in that 
behalf given to me by the said Act. to proceed to solemnize'such Marriage; 
provided that the Said Marriage be publicly solemnized, in the presence of 
two witnesses, within three calendar months from the (here insert the' d,ate 
'OJ the receipt oj the notice by the person issuing the .licence) in the (here 
descr.ibe the building in 1Dhiclt the Marriage is to be solemnized), between 
the hours of eight in the forenoon and six in the afternoon. 

Given under my hand this 
nine hundred and 

,day of one thousand 

(Signed) A.B. 
Licenser. 

MENTAL HEALTH 

Qualifications of Medical Officers and Medical Practitioners 

REGULATIONS, DATED 5,TH MARCa:, 1954, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH' AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE MENTAL HEALTH ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND), 1948. 

1954. No. 29 

The Ministry of Health and Local Government for Northern 
Ireland,.in exercise of the powers conferred on it by sections 
'one hundr·edand :ohe hundred and'fived! the Mental Health Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1948, and of all other powers enabling it iJa 
that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations:-

1.-(1) These Reg'ulations may be .cited as the Mental Health 
(Qualifications of Medical Officers and Medical Practitioners) 
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1954. 

(2) The Interpretation Act; 1921, applies to the interpreta
tion of these Regulations as it applies to the interpretation 0::( , 
an Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland. 
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