
Adoption of Children 

Adoption ,of 'Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 

County Court Rules (Northern Ire-land), 1954 

1954. No. 23 

91 

We, the .undersigned members of the County Court Rules 
Committee, appointed by the Lord Chief Justice of Northern 
Ireland under sub-section (3) of section two of the COUIity Courts 
(Salaries and Rules) AG-t (Northern Ireland), 1947, by :v:irtue of 
the pow~rs vested in us in this behalf,"do hereby make the Rules 
hereinafter set forth as Rules to be -in force' in proceedings in the 
Co:q.nty Gourts under the Adoption of Children Act (Northerp. 
Ireland), 1950, arid.do hereby certify the same under our hands 
'and submit them to the 'Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland 
accordingly, ' 

(Signed) Bernard J. Fox. 
Isaac Copeland. 
Samuel Cumming. 
Charles Stewart. 
Geo. H. Pollock. 

The scale of Court Fees in the Second Schedule has been ·fixed 
with the cortsentof the Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Itelarid. ", .' 

(L.S.) 

I~ WIT.NESS whereof the Official Seal of the Ministry has 
been affixed hereto this 12th day' of February, 1954, 
in the presence of 

(Signed) D. q. B. Holden, 
Assistant Secretary. 

I approve of these Rules which shall come into force on the 
1st day of May, 1954. 

Dated the 23rd day of February, 1954. 

(Signed) MacDermott; 
Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland. 

ADOPTION OF CH;ILDREN 'ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1950. 
COUNTY COURT RULES DATED 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1954. 

1. These rules may be cited as the Adoption of Children 
(Northern. Ireland) County Coutt Rules, 1954, and. the Adoption 
of.Qhildren (Northern Ireland)' County Court Rules, 1950, shall 
be revoked as from the coming into force Qf these rules. The 
expression" the Act " shall mean the Adoption of Children Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1950.' . 

2. Anapplilcation for. an interim prdler shall be made by 
petition to the court, and shall be intit:uled in the matter Qf the 
Act, and in' the matter of the County Officers and Courts 
(Ireland) Act, '1877, and in the matter of the infant. The 
proposed' adopter shall 'be the petitioner, and the welfare 
authority within whose ~rea the petitioner reSides, and such 
other persons or per~on as the court :may directl shall be made 
re~ponQents.· . 

-
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The petition may be in form No.1 in the First Schedule hereto, 
and shall s·t;ate whether or not the petitioner desires that ·his 
identity shall be kept confidential. 

3. Every such petition shall be listed for hearing at an Equity 
Sessions of the court, and shall be delivered to the "Clerk of the 
Crown and Peace at his office at least one month before the date 
of hearing of such petition, and shall be filed by him in his. 
office. . 

4.-(1) The petitioner shall cause a copy of the petItion to be 
served upon the welfare authority within whose area he resides 
and, unless he desires that his identity shall be kept confidential, 
upon (a) the parents or guardian (if known) of the infant; 
(b) the person having the actual custody of the infant (if 
different from (a) and not the petitioner); (c) any person liable 
to contribute to the support of the infant; and (d) any other 
person whom the court may direct. 

(2) If the petitioner desires that his identity shall .be kept 
confidential he shall, in lieu of a copy of the petition, cause to 
be served upon the persons mentioned in (a), (b) and (c) of the 
preceding sub-rule a copy of a notice of the petition, and such 
notice may be in the form No.2 in the First Schedule hereto. 
If such petitioner has no solicitor acting for him, the notice of 
the petition shall be signed by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 

(3) Such copy of the petttion, or of the notice of petition, 
as the case may be, shall be served not later than one .month 
before the date of hearing of the petition, and if the parties do 
not attend, either in person or by their solicitors, such order may 
be made and proceedings taken as the court may consider just. 
The court may, in its discretion, dispense with service upon any 
of the parties, except the welfare authority, and may ... in its 
discretion, order a copy of the petition to be served upon any 
other person, but in directing such service it shall have regard 
to paragraph 14 of the petition. 

5. Service of the petition, or of the notice of petition, ·as the 
case may be, under the last preceding rule shall be effected by 
a civil bill officer of the court, and such service shall be either 
personal or by posting a copy of the petition, or of the notice 
thereof, by registered post addressed to the person to be served 
at his last known place of. residence. 

S. Every consent required under sub-section (.3) of section two 
or under paragraph (a) of sub-section (3) of section twellty-three 
of the Act shall be in writing, and may be iIi the form NO.3· in 
the First Schedule hereto. If the consenting party is the mother 
of the infant and she is resident in Northern Ireland, the 
document shall not be admissible as evidence unless her 
signature is attested bya justtce of the peace, and every consent, 
including that ·of the mother, if executed outside Northern 
Ireland shall be attested by a justice of the peace or by any person 
for the time being authorised by law in that place to administer 
an oath for any judicial or other legal purpose, or verified in such 
other manner as the court may direct. 
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7. The' petition shall be verified by affidavit, which shall 
exhibi~ all certificates and documents proper for proving t:q.e 
statements in the petition. 

8. Upon being served 'with a copy of a ·petition, the weifare 
aB,thority shall investigate as fully as· possible all the ctrcum
stances of the infant and of the petitioner, and, in particula;r, 
shall include in its investigations the following questions.:-

.(a) whether the statements in the petition are true; . . 

(b) whether any person or body whatsoever has given or 
agreed to give or, whether directly or indirectly, has 
received or agreed to receive any payment or reward 
whatsoever in consideration of or in connection with 
the adopt10n of the infant; 

(c) whether the means and status of the petitioner are 
such as to enable him to maintain and bring up the 
infant suitably, and what right to or interest in 
property the. infant has; 

(d) what assurance, if any, has been 'effected on the life 
of the infant;· 

(e) whether it is desirable for the welfare of the infant 
that the court in making the interim order, should 
impose any terms or conditions in the interests of the 
infant. 

9. When the investigations referred to in the preceding rule 
have .been completed, the welfare authority shall lodge with the' 
Clerk of the Crown and Peace a report OJ} the result of such 

0investigations. 811c1;1 report shall be lodged not'later than ten 
days before the date of hearing of the petitioh . 

. 10. If notice of objection to the making of an interim oreier 
s:q.allbe received by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace, he sb;all 
forthwith notify the Judge, the petitioner or his solicitor, and the 
welfare authority of such objections, and the Judge shall direct 
what steps are then to be taken. The Judge :may direct that the 
objector shall appear before him in his Chambers on a date fixed 
by him, and shall also direct what other persons, if any, are to 
attend. . 

, '. 

Upon hearing the objection, the Judge may make such order 
on foot thereof as he may ·deem jUst. . , . . 

11. Evidence may be given orally or by affidavit, and all 
applicatidns and proceeding's t,o b~ heard .by the court and to 
which these rules relate shall be. heard by it in C):J,.ambers. 

12. The court, may refu.se to make an interim order or an 
adoption order, or to grant an, application for a licence, unless 
all parties,.includtng the infant, attend before it, butit shallhave 
power in its discretion- to clispense with the attendance of' any· 
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party, including the infant, and it may di'rect tbat any of t;t1e 
parties shall attepd separately and apart .. from the others, or that 
any party, including the infant, shall be intervie:wed privately. 

Unless the court is .satisfied that the petitioner does not desire 
that his ~dentity 'be kept confidential, the proceedings sha.!l be 
conducted With a view to securing that he is not seen by.or made 
khoWn to any person (other than the spouse of the petitioner) 
whose consent to the order is required. . 

If an interim order is granted, the court may impose such terms 
and conditions as it may think fit in the intere,sts ot the infant, 
and. such interim order may be in the form No. 4 in the First 
Schedule hereto. 

13. If, owing to speCial circumstances, any, application appears 
to the court to be proper to be dealt with by the Supreme Court, 
it may, on that ground expressly, refuse to make an order. 

14.-( 1) If, owing to special circumstances,' an application 
made under section tWenty-thr'ee of the Act appears to be proper 
to be dealt with by the Lord Chief Justice, the court may there- . 
upon direct that such application be transferred accordingly. 

(2) Upon: sUch direction being given, the Clerk of the Crown 
and Pea'ce shall transmit the notice of application and all :other 
docu:ments in his possession relating thereto to the Lo]."d Chief 
Justice, and the application shall tner,eafter be dealt with in 
accordan,ce With. t;t1e rules of the Supreme Court. 

15. If it shall' appear that the, petitioner has made any 
previous appli-cation in respect of the same infant,.' whether fore 
an interim order or for an adoption order, which has been refused, 
(or for the discharge of an interim order which has been granted) 
thecoutt sb,all not make an interim order or an adoption oro.er 
unless' it shall be satisfied that there has been a substantial 
change in the circuml"ltances. ' ' 

16.-( 1) Where an interim order has been granted 'in respect 
Of any infant, the petitioner shall, before the expiration of the 
period specified in the order, or within such extended period as 
the court may, in special circumstances, allow, lodge with the 
Clerk of the Crown and Peace a notice of application for an 
adoption order in respect of the infant or for the discharge of 
the interim order, as the case may be. ' 

(2) The petitioner shall serve a copy of such notice upon 
the welfare authority in Wh()se area. he is for the time being 
residel'lt, and such copy shall be served not later than. one month 
before the date of hearing of the application. 

(-3) The notice may be in the form No.7 or form No. 5 in 
the First Scb,edule here~o, as the circumstances may require, and 

. shall be lodged with the Clerk of- the Crown and. Peace not later 
than 10 days before the date upon which the application is to be 
heard. . 
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,17. . Upon the hearing of the ,appHcation referred to in the 
preceding rule, the court may deal with such application in 
'accordance with the terms thereof or in any other manner Which 
to it may appear just. 

'18. TheClel'k of the Crown and Peace shall be the prescribed 
efficer for the purpOSe of sub-section (8)' of section fOur :;tp,d sub
section (8) of; section ,four,teen of the Act, and upon t:Q.e making 
or'amendment of ,an adoption oraerthe Clerk of the Crown and 
.Peace shall forward a ,sealed copy thereof to the Registrar
General for Northern Ireland ina registered postal enVelope 
marked" Confidential". such adoption ord~r maybe in the form 
No. 8 in the First Schedule nereto. ' 

19~ If an applica tiOll for tne discharge of an interim ol;der 
is granted, such discharge may be in the, f.orm NO.6 in the First 
'Schedule hereto. ' 

20.-(.0 An application under' sub-sectiOh (3) of section 
twenty-three of the Act shall be heard,at an Equity Sessions'of 
the court.' , 

, (2) A nntice of any such applicatiohmay be in the form 
NO.9: in the' Firs.t Schedule nereto; and a copy ·of such notice 
shall be sent by registered ,Post to the welfare authority and to 
every person or body who is a parent or gilarqian Of ,the infant 
in question, or WhO has the actual custody of the infant,. or whQ 
is liable to contribute to the support of the infant. Such COpy 
shall be posted not later than one month befote the date of 
hearing of the application and a copy shall also, not later than 
one month before such date, be lodged with the Clerk of tne 
Crown and Peace together with any necessary consent, which 
may be in the form NO.3 in the First 8cheaule hereto. 

: (3) Upon receipt of such copy, the Clerk of the Crowp and 
Pe'ace shall cause a note of the' application to be entered in a 
separate book 1;{ept by him, which shall be known as "The 
Adoption of Children (Licences) Book ", and such book may be 
in the fOrm No. 10 in the First Schedule hereto. 

(4) Upop being s'erved' with notice of such applica,tl'op., the 
Welfare authority shall investigate as fully as possibl~all the 
circumstances of the infant, and,' in particular, whether such 
transfer is likely to be for the welfare. of the infant. When such 
investigations have been completed, the welfare authority shall 
lodge With the Clerk of the Crown and Peace a report on the 
r.esult of such investigations, and suCh report shall he l,odged not 
later than ten dayspefoFe the .date of heating of the application. 

(5) The order made on any such application: as aforesaid 
may be in, the form No. 11 in the First Schedule hereto. 

, ,21.-( 1) An application by a guardian ad' litem under Sllb'" 
, section (5) of section four of the Act may be in the form No. ,12 
hi, the First Schedule hereto, and shall be lodged with the Clerk 
of the, Crown and Pe.ace not later than three days before the' 
date of hearln,g Of the application. , . " , 
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(2) Such application may be made ex-parte, and the court 
may, in its discr~tion, refuse the application, or grant the 
application on such terms, if any, as it may consider just, or may, 
before making any determination, require notice to be given to 
such parties and in such forms as it may deem necessary, and 
may, lor that purpose, adjourn the application to a day fixed by 
it. It the parties to whom such notice is given do not attend on 
the day fixed, the court may deal with the application in what
ever manner it may consider just, their absence notwithstanding. 

(3) The order made on such application may be in the 
form No. 14 in the First Schedule hereto. 

22.-(1) An application by a welfare authority Ulider sub
section (7) of section four of the Act may be in the form No. 13 
in the First Schedule hereto. Such application shall be lodged 
with the Clerk of the Crown and Peace not later than three days 
before the date of hearing of the. application and paragraph (2) 
of the preceding rule shall apply thereto. . 

. (2) The order made on such application may be in the 
form No. 14 in the First Schedule hereto. 

(3) An application by a proposed adopter for the discharge 
of an interim order under paragraph (b) 'of sub-section (7) of 
section f,bur of the Act may be in the form NO.5 in the First 
Schedule hereto, and an order made on such application may be 
in the form No: 6 in the First Schedule hereto. Notice of such 
application shall be served upon the welfare authority and any 
other person upon whom the court may direct service, not later 
than three days before the date of hearing of the application. 

GENERAL 

23. The Clerk of the Crown and Peace shall keep in a place 
of special security all petitions, consents and other documents 
relating to any application or order made under the Act, and 
such documents shall be confidential and shall be kept secret 
by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 

24. No copy or duplicate of any order shall be given to or 
served upon any person other than the petitioner and the 
Registrar-General for Northern Ireland unless the court shall 
otherwise direct. 

25. The welfare authority, and any officer or agent of that 
body, shall regard all information obtained in the course of the 
investigation or otherwise in relation to the matter as confiden
tial, and shall not divulge any part of it to any person save as 
may be necessary for the proper execution of its or his duty. 

26. There shall be payable in respect of every application 
under .the Act the court fees speCified in the Second SChedule 
hereto . 

. 27. The court may make such order as to costs, court fees 
and witnesses' expense's as it shall think fit, and may measure 
such costs and expen~es, and in particular may direct that all 
such costs and expenSeS shall be borne by the petitioner, 
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28. The forms in the First Schedule hereto may be used on 
applications under the Act, with such variations as may be 
necessary. . 

29. In any case where a petition has been lodged befor·e the 
coming iIito . force of these rules, and no order has been made 
thereon at the time of such coming into force, any subsequent 
proceedings thereon shall, so far as practicable, be in accordance 
with these rules and with any special or general directions of 
the court. 

30. Any application under the Act made to the Supreme 
Court and transferred therefrom to the County Gourt under 
paragraph (c) of sub-section (1) of section thirty-one of the Act 
shall be entered, heard and determined as if it had been made 
to the County Court. 

31. The court shall have power, in special circumsta:Q.ces, to 
enlarge or abridge th€ time appointed by these rules (not being 
a time specified in the Act) for doing any act or taking any 
proceeding, upon such terms ·as it shall think fit, and any such 
enlargement may be ordered although the application for the 
same is not made until after the expiration of the time appointed 
or allowed. 

32. Service of any document required by these rules shall be 
proved by affidavit, and such affidavit shall be lodged not later 
than five days before the date of hearing. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM No.1 

PETITION 

In the County Court for the County of 

In the .Matter of the Adoption of Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 
And in the Matt~r of the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And ili the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

To the (Recorder of ) (County Court Judge for the said County) 

THE PETITION of C.D. of in the County 
of (and E.F. his wife, of the same address) showeth: 

. 1. Your Petitioner(s) is (are) desirous of adopting the said A.B. under 
the provisions of the Adoption of Ohildren Act (Northern Ireland), 1950. 

2. Your Petitioner<s) is (are) resident and domiciled in Northern Ireland, 
namely. at aforesaid. 

~. Your Petitioner C;D. is unmarried (was married to your Petitioner 
E.F. at on the day of ). 

1,1:. Your Petitioner C.D. is by occupation a 

5. Your Petitioner C.D. is years of age (and your Petitioner 
E.F. is years of age). 

6. Your Petitioner(s) has (have) resident with him (them) the following 
persons, namely, 

7. (Your Petitioner(s) C.D. (E.F.) is (are) related to the said A.B. as 
follows:- ) or (Your Petitioner(s) is 
not (are not nor is either of them) related to the said A.B.). 

8. The said A.B" is 
(a) of the sex; 
(b) unmarried; 
(c) (a child) (an adopted child) of 

both of 
the County of 

(d) 
day of 
County of 

years of age, having been bqrn on the 
at 

(e) resident at , 
(1) now in the actual custody of 

in the County of 
(g) under the guardianship of 

in the County of 
(h) entitled .to the following pr()perty namely:
(t) the rellg-ious denomination of the said infant Is 

and 
in 

in the 

of 

of 

9. of in the Cbunty 
of (and of 
in the County of 
the support of tlJ.e ~allil A,P, 

) ill Care)- ~iaj;)le to contribute t{) 



Adoption of Children 99 

10. (I have not) (NeIther of us has) made a previous application for 
an interim order or for an adoption ,order in respect of the said iI),fant 
or any other infant to any court or Judge (except an application made 
to the Court at on the 
day of 19 , which was dealt with as follows:-

, ). 

11. Your Pertitloner(s) undertakes (undertake) i1 an interim 'order 
is made on this Petition, to make for ,the said A.B. the following provision, 
'namely: - ' 

Your Petitioner(s) will, if required. secure the .above provision by bond 
or otherwise as the Court may require. ' _ ' . ~) 

12. Consents to this Petition, have been obtained, from the following 
persons, namely:

(a) (Parents). 
(b) (Guardian). 
(c) (Actual custodian of infant). 

'(d) (Person or persons liable to contribute to support of infant). 
(e) (Spouse of Petitioner). 

IS. Your Petitioner(s) has not (have not nor has either of them) 
received or .agreed to receive and no person, has made or given or agreed 
to make or give to the Petitioner(s) (or either of them) any payment or 
reward in consideration of the adoption of >the said A.B. (except as follows:-

, , ' ). 

14. «(I) (We) desire that (my) (our) identity should be kept confidential) 
or «D (we) do not desire that (my) (our) identity should be kept 
confidential). 

15. If an adoption order is made 'in (my) ,(OUl;') favour (I) (we) desire 
t~at the infant shall thereafter be kpown by the name of ' 

16; It is propose~ that the costs of this Petition shall be pi'ovided for 
as follows, namely:- ' , 

Your Petitioner(s) prays (pray)-
(1) that an interim order for the adoption of the said A.B. by your 

Petitioner(s) may be made in pursuance of the Adoption of 
Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950, with all the necessary 
directions; . 

(2) that the costs of this Petition may be provided for as above
mentioned or otherwise as the Court may direct; 

(3) such further or other order as the nature of the case may require. 

Signature of Petitioner{s). 

AFFIDAVI'l' 'VERIFYING PETITION 

(l) (We}C.D. of , ' in the County of 
, [description] (and E.F . . of same address 

[description] aged (respectively) , 'years 'and upwatds, 
make oath ,and say as follows:-

1. I (We) have read the foregoing Petition and the facts therein stated 
are true to the best of my (our) knowledge and belief., 

2. I (We) beg to refer to [detail exhibits] upon Which, I (we) have 
(respectively) endorsed my (our) name(s) at the time of swearing hereof. 

Sworn, etc. 

TAKE NOTICE that the within Petition will be heard ,at the Equity Sessions 
to be held at on the day of 

at o'c~ock In the ' noon. 

Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 
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FORM No.2 

NOTICE OF HEARIING OF PETITION FOR AN INTERIM ORDER 

No. /19 

In the County Court for the County of 

In the Matter of the Adoption of Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 

And in the. Matter of the County Qfficers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

By the (Recorder of ) (County Court Judge for the s~id County) 

TAKE NOTICE that a petition for an interim order in re&pect of the above 
infant is to be heard by the above Court. . 

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that if you wish to object to such order being 
made, you must give notice in writing (quoting the name of the infant 
and the above number) to the Clerl~of the Crown and Peace. County 
Courthouse, , not less. than ten days before the 

. day of 19 . [Here insert the date ot the 
Equity Sessions at which the petition is to be heard.] . 

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that if you do not signify your objection as 
aforesaid, the Court may make such order on foot of the petition .. as to it 
may seem just, 

Dated this day of i9 
Solicitor for the Applicant. [01' Cle1'kot 

the Crown and Peace; see Rule 4(2).] 

TO:-' 
1. The parents of the ipJant; 

[2. The guardian of the infant;] 
[3, The person having the actual custody Of the infant;] 
[4. The person liable to contribute to the maintenance of the. infant;] 
[5. Any other person upon whom the court may direct service.] 
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FORM No.3 

CONSENT 

In the County Court for the COUlity of 

In the Matter of the Adoption ot" Children 'Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

I, of in 
the County of being-

(a) the (father) (mother) of the said infant; 
(b) the guardian of the said infant; 
(c) the person having the actual custody of the said infant; 
(d) the person liable to contribute to the support of the said infant; or 
(e) the spouse of of in 

the County of , the petitioner in this matter; 
herebYi state that I understand the nature and effect of the (interim order) 
(licence) for which application is made, and that in particular I understand 
that the effect of an adoption order when made will be permanently to 
deprive me of my parental rights. 

I hereby consent to (the making of an adoption order) (the granting of a 
licence), in respect of the said infant (in favour of 

). 
[The particulars in the last bracket should be furnished only where the 

consent is given in favour of a specified person or persons.] 

The date of birth of the said infant was the 
, 19' 

In witness whereof, I have signed this consent on the 
of 19 , at 
the County of 

(Signature) 

day of 

day 
in 

Signed in my presence by the said who 
satisfied me ,that (he) ,(she) fully understood the nature of the foregoing 
statements. 

(Signature of Witness) 

(Address) 

(Description) 

lFor attesi,<ation requirements, see Rule 6.] 
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FORM No.4 

INTERIM ORDER 

In the County Cour,t for the County of 

In the Matter of the Adoption of Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 
And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

By the (Recorder of (County Court Judge for ,the said County) 

UPON reading the Petition of C.D. [dest;!ription] (and of E.F. his wife, 
both) of ,[address], and upon reading the' 
(joint) affidavit of the said Petitioner(s) and the exhibits thereto, 
viz:- [detail exhibits] , 

AND UPON HEARING for the Petitioner (s) 
and the evic;lence of [state names of witnesses] 

AND IT APPEARING that a copy of the said Petition was duly served upon 
the welfare authority for the area of 
on the' day of 19 

And the court being satisfied that the statements in the said Petition 
are true and being also satisfied with the undertaking of the said C.D. 
(and E.F.) as to the provision to be made for the above-named ihfant 
(and with the securing thereon, and being further satisfied that it is for 
the benefit of the said infant that (he) (she) should for the present be 
in the cu::;tody of the said C.D. (and IE.F.) and that all the requirements 
of the Adoption of Chil<lren Act (Northern Ireland), 1950, have been complied 
with., " 

IT IS ORDERED that the custody of the said infant be given to tl;J.e said C.D. 
(and E.F.) for the perl:od of 
from the date hereof by way of probat,ionary period (subject to the 
following terms and conditions, that is to say:-

). 

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that (the welfare authority for the area 
of ) ,(G."., an officer of the welfare 
authority for the area of ), be, and (the same) 
(he) is hereby appointed to be the guardian ad litem of the said infant, 
and shall be at liberty at all reasonable times to visit and interview the 
infan't alone and to make all necessary inquiries as to the comfort and 
wellbeing of the infant. 

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the costs of this Petition and Order be 
borne by 

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any of the parties, including, the guardian 
ad litem of the infant, shall be at liberty to apply as they may be advised. 

Dated the day of 19 

CleJ.:K of the Crowl'). and Peace. 
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FORM No, 5 

APPLICATioN FOR DISCHARGE OF INTERIM ORDER 

In the Matter of the Adoption of Children Act (Northern Irelal;ld), ,1950 

In'the County Court for the County of 

And, in the Matter of the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant, , 

By the (Recorder of ") \County Court Judge for the said County) 

WHEREAS by an interim order, of the above Court m!l,de on the 
day of, 19 "the custoqy of, the said' infant' was 
granted to C.D. (and E.F. both) of 
[address] for the period offrom 
the date thereof by way of probationary ,period. 

AND WliEREAS the ,said probationary period expired (will expire) on the 
day of ' 19 

AND WHEREAS the said C.D. (and E;F.) is (are) (unable) (unwilling), to', 
retain the custody of tqe said infant. 

TAKE NOTICE that it is the intention of the said C.D. (and IE.F.) to apply 
to the above Court on the ' day of 19 , for 
the discharge of the said interim order on the grounds that [state reasons 
for application in full] 

Dated the day ,of 19 

Applicant. 

Solicitor for Applical+t. 

To:.,.- , 
. 1. The welfare authority for the area of . . , 

[2. Any other person upon 'Whom t):1e Court may direct service.] 

H 



104 COUNTY COUR'r 

FORM NO.·6 

DISCHARGE OF INTERIM ORDER 

In the County Oourt for the County of 

In the Matter of the Adoption of Children Act ,(Northern Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the Co'unty Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

By the (Recorder of (County Court Judge for the said County) 

UPON READING the application of C.D. [description] of 
[full address] in the County of' . (and E.F. of same 
address) 

Ar:rD UPON HEARING for the Applicant and the 
evidence of [state' names and description of all wiineSses examined 
orallyJ. 

AND IT APPEARING that notice of the- said application was duly served upon 
the welfare authority for the area. of 
on the day of 19 

AND IT ALSO APPEARING that by an interim order of the Court, made on 
the day or' . 19, the custody of the said 
infant was granted to the said C.D .. (and' E.F.) for the period of 

from the date thereof by way 'of 
probationary period. 

AND IT FURTHER APPEARING that the' said C.D.· (and ·E.F.) is (are) (unable) 
(unwilling) to J,"etain the custody of the said infant. . 

AND the court. being satisfied with the reasons advanced by (on behalf of) 
the said C.D. (and E."F.). . 

IT IS ORDERED that the said interim order be, and the same is hereby 
discharged, and shall be of no force or effect as from the date hereof. 

AND IT APPEARING that it is in the interests of the infant to remove (him) 
(her) (forthwith) to .a place of safety. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the said infant be .(forthwith) removed from 
the custody of 'and received Into the 
care of the welfare authority (until other arrangements can be made with. 
respect to (him) (her)) (until (he) ('she) can be restored to . (his) (her) 

. parents. or guardian). . 

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERE.D that as regards costs 

Dated this day of 19 

Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 
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FORM No.'r'{ 

APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION ORDER 

In the Oounty Court for. the Oounty of 

+n the Mattero! th~' Adoption .of Ohiidren Act (Northern IreIaJid), 1950 

And. in the Matter of 'the Oounty Officers and Courts (Ireland'). Act, 1~7'1 

And in. the Matter of A.B., an ihfa,nt. 

By the (Record.er of (County Oourt Judge for the said County) 

'WHEREAS by an interim order of the above Oourt madeqn th.e 
day of 19 , the custody of' the said infant was granted 
to C.D. (and E.F. both) of [address]' for the period of 
from the date thereof by way of probationary period. . . . . 

AND WHEREAS the said probationary period expired (will expire) on the 
day of 19 

AND WHEREAS the said C.D. (and E.F.) is {are) still desirous of adopting 
the said inf1ant. 

• I 

TAKE NOTICE that it is the intention of the said C.D. (anc;i E.F:.) to apply 
to the' above Oourt on the day of 19 ; 
for an 6rderauthorising the said C .. D. (and E.F.) to adopt the said infant. 
and that the said infant .shiall thereafter be known by the name of 

Dated the day of 19 

Applicant . 

. Solicitor' for the Applicant. 

To:~ The welfare authority for the area of 



106 COUNTY COURT , 

FORM No.8 

ADOPTION ORDER 

In the Co}mty Oourt for the Oounty of 

In the Matter of the Adoption of Ohildren A,ct (Northern Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the Oounty Officers and Oourts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

By the (Recorder of ) (Oounty Court Judge for the said Oounty) 

UPON READING the application of C.O. ,[description] of 
[full address] in the Oounty of (and E.F. of same 
address) , 

AND UPON HEARING for the Applicant and 
the evidence of [state names and description at all witnesses examined 
orally]. 

AND IT APPEARING that notice of the said application was duly, served 
upon the welfare authority for the area of . 
on the 'day of ' 19 

AND IT ALSO APPEARING that by an interim order of tl~e Oourt. made on 
the . day of , 19 . , the ,custody of the said 
infant was granted to the said C.O. (and. E.F.) for the period' of 

probationary period. 
from the date thereof by way of 

AND the court being satisfied with the undertaking of the said C.D. 
(and E.F.) ,as to the provision' to be made for the above-named infant 
(and witl1 the I:!ecuring there(;,)f); and being further satiSfied that, it IS fot ' 
the welfare of the infant that (he) (she) should be, adopted by the said 
C.D. (and 'E.F.) and that a1-1 the requirements of the Adoption of, Children 
Act (Northern Ireland), 1950, have been. complied with. 

IT IS ORDERED that the ,said C;O'. (and E.F.) be authorised to' adopt' the 
,said infant, who shall be known by the name of 

(AND the following payment or reward is sanctioned, viz:~' 
). 

(AND IT IS li'URTHER ORDERED that the costs of these proceedings be borne 
by . ). 

AND it h!:J,ving been proved to the satisfaction of the court that' tl1e' 
Infant is identical with to whom 
the entry numbered and madebn the day of 

, in the Register of Births of the District of 
in the (Union of ) 

(Sup'erintendent Registrar's District of " ) 
tn the County of relates. 

AND the (probable) date of birth of the infant appearing' to be the' 
day of 19 . 
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(AND the infant having previou~]y been the subject of an acl,option oraer 
dated the day of 19 , of which 
particulars are entered in the Aaopted Ohildren .Registl;lr). 

IT IS DIRECTED that the Registrar-General· shall make in the Adopted 
Children Register an entry recording the adoption in the form· set out in 
the Schedule to the Act, and·.the particulars to be entered under the headings 
in columns 2 to 6 of that Schedule shaH be those specified in tp.e Schedule 
to this Order. 

(AND IT IS FURTHER DIRECTED that the Registrar~General shrull Cf!.use the said 
entry in the Register of Births to be marked with the word " AdQpted "). 

(AND IT IS FURTHER DJ,RECTED that the Registrar-General shall cause the 
previous entry in the Adopted Children RegIster relating to the Jnfant to 
be· marked With the word '''Re-adopted "). . 

Dated the day of 19 

Clerk of the Crown· and Pel\ce. 

SCHEDULE 

·2 3 4 5 G 
Date of birth of Name and Sex Name and. Surname, Date of adoption 

ohild. and it birth- surname of· ·addre'SB and ·occupa~ order and description 
place is not Northern of child. child. tion of adopter or of Court by which 
Ireland country of adopters. made, 

. birth. 



·108 COUNTY COURT 

FORM No.9 

APPLICATION FOR A LICENCE UNDER SEOTION TWENTY-THREE 

. In the Oounty Court: for the Coun,ty of 

IIi the Matter of tlle Adoption of Ohi'ldren Act (N'orther~ Ireland);- 1950 

And in the Matter of the Oounty Officers and Oourts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And. in the Matter of A.B.,. an infant . 

By the (Recorder of . ) (qounty .Oo.urt ~ud~e J~r the, saidOouri,t~) 

WHEREAS the above-named infant. was born at 
the Oounty of on the day of 
19 ,and is at present residing .at . 
Oounty of in the care and possession of 

in 

in the 

AND WHEREAS arrangements have been made for the adoption of the 
said infant by C.D. (and E.F.) of .. [state 
full ad'dress. abroad of the proposed. adopter(s), and, if temporarily in 
Northern Ireland, full address in Northern Ireland].· ..... 

AND WHEREAS the said C.D. (and E.F.) is (are) British subjects ·resident 
abroad as aforesaid. . 

AND WHEREAS the grounds for the proposed adoption as aforesaid are 
as follows:-

AND WHEREAS in. pursuance of and .in order to effectuate the said adoption 
arrangements it is desired that the care and possession of the said infant 
be transferred to the said C.D. (and E.F.). 

AND WHEREAS consent(s) to this application (has) (have) been obtaIned 
from:-

TAKE NOTICE that I, G.H. of in the 
Oounty of [g,ive full description of applicant, 
and stateJ what official position, if any, is held by him or whatl relationship, 
if any, he bears to the infant] intend' to apply to the above Oourt on 
the day of 19 , for a licence under 
sub-section (3) of section twenty-three of the Adoption of Ohildren Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1950, authorising me to transfer the care and possession 
of the said infant to the said C.D .• (and E.F.) as aforesaid. 

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that if you do not appear, either personally or 
by your solicitor, on the hearing of this application, you will be deemed 
to have consented to the granting of such licence as aforesaid, and the 
Court will make such order on foot of this application as to it may seem 
jus.t, your absence notwithstanding· 

Dated the day of 19 

Applicant. 

Solicitor for Applicant. 

To:-
1. The welfare authority. 
2. The parent(s) or guardian(s) of the infant. 
3. The person having the custody of the infant. 
4. Any person liable to contribute to the support of the infant. 
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110 , COUNTY' COURT 

FORM No. 11 

LICENCE 

In the County Court for the County' of 
. In the Matter of the Ad?ption of Childreri Act (Northern Ireland), 1950 

:And in the Matter Of the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 

And in the Matter of A.B., an infant. 

By the (Recorder of ) (County Court Judge f~r the said County) 

WHEREAS arrangements have been made for the adoption .of the above
named infant by C.D. (and E.F.) 

AND WHEREAS the said ·C.D. (and E.F.) is a (are) British subject(s) 
resident at , . [state 
full address abroad] (and now temporarily resident at 

[state address here] 

ANi> WHEREAS G.H~ of . '. in the County of 
, [give full description of applicant] has 

applied to this ·Court for a Licence. under sub-section '(3) of section twenty
three of the Adoption of Children Act (Northern Ireland), 1950; authoriSing 
him to transfer ·the care and possession of the said infant to the saidC.D. 
(and E.F.) 

AND UPON HEARING 
. (and the evidence Of 

for the applicant, 
. ) 

AND. UPON REAIiI~G. the report of .... . [detail 
any report submiited to the Court, and the name and official position of 
~he person making it] , 

AND IT APPEARING to the Court that the saId C.D. (and E.F.) is a (are) 
suitable person(s) to be entrusted with the care and possessiOn of the said. 
infant; and ,that the trl!.nSfer of such care. and possession is likely to be 
for the welfare of the' infant " 

\ 

IT IS ORDERED that the said G.H.be, and he is herebY,authorised to transfer 
the care and possession of .the said infant to the saig C.D. (and E.F.) 
(subject to the following conditions, viz:- ' 

). 

(AND the following payment in consideration of 'such transfer .as aforesaid' 
is hereby authorised, vlz:- ' 

). 

Dated this ,day of 1~ 

Cle-rk of the Crown' !'!.nd Peace. 
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FORM: No. 12 

111 

APPLICATION· BY GUARDIAN AD LI':['.EM UNDER SUB-~EbTION (5). 
. . - -. OF SECTIONf0UR OF THE ACT 

In the County Court for the County of 

In the. ~atter. of the Adoption of Children Act _ (Northern .Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the County Officers !:j.nd. Cour.ts (Irehmd) Act, 1?77 
Al,1d in the Matter of A.IB., an infant. 

By the (!?ecbrder of ) (County Court Judge for the said County) 

WHEREAS by an interim order of the above Court made on the 
day of .. 19. ,the custody. of the said infant was 
granted to C.D, (and E.F.) of for the period 
of . . froIJ,1. the date thereof by.-Wayof probationar:y period. . 

(AND Wl(EREAS· the said child is (about to be received) (being kept) (in 
premi!3es which are .(overcrqwded) (insanitary). (clangerous» (in an. environ-
ment which is de'trimental to Chim) (her) viz': at . . . 
in the COllnty of . .); 07' . 

(ANDWHJI;HEAS the said child is. in the care and pos~ession of 
Of . in the 

County of , who (by reason of (negligence) (ignorance) 
(inebriety) (immorality) (criminal conduct) (mental or borUly dIsease or 
in1irmity) (or other incapacity) 11> unfit to have.c~re of the infap.t) {refuses 
admission :to a .child protection vdsitor actillg in the supervsion of the 
infant under /Section four of the Adop.tion IOfChildren ·Act (Northern Irf)land), 1~50.) . ..... . . 

.. TAKE NQ'fICE that an application to the above Court will be mad.e by the 
guardian ad litem of the said tn.fant on ~he . day of' . 
19 ,for an Order directing the removal, of the said infant to 

in the County of . ther.e to 
remain -in the care and possession of the welfare authority for the area 
of. . . (.until such time as otherarran!rements 
can be 'made with respect to (him) (her))· (until such time as (he) (she) 
can be restored to (his) (her) parent(s) or guardian). 

Dated thIs day of 19 

(SEAt of the welfare authority for the 
area of ) or 

(Signed 
.An Officer of the welfare authority 

.for the area of . ). 
To:- The Clerk of the Crown and Peace . 

• 



112 COUNTY COURT 

FORM No. 13 

In the County Court for the County of 

In the Matter of ·the' A(loption of Children Act (Norther:p. Ireland), 1950 

And in the Matter of the County Officers and 'Courts (Irel'and) Act, 1877 

And -in the Matter of A.B., an inf~nt. 

---~---------

By the (Recorder of ) (County Court Judge for the said County) 

WliEREAS by an interim order of the above Court made on the 
day of . 19, the custody of the said infant was 
granted to C.D. (and E.F. both) of for the 
period of . from the date thereof by w.ay of 
probationary period. 

(AND WHEREAS the said C.D .. (or E.F.) has died since the making at the 
said order, viz.: on the day of .19 ) 
or 

(AND WHEREAS the said C.D. (and E.F.) jhas !(have) become !(unable) 
(unwilling) to. retain the custody of the said infant by reason of [st(tte 
reasons in tull tnr .such inability or unwillingness]),' 

TAKE NOTICE that an application to. the above Court will be made on 
the . day of .', 19 " for an order directing 
the removal of the said infant to in the County 
of . , there to. remain in ·the care of the 
welfare authol;ity for the area of (imtil such time as 
other arrangements can be made with respect to (him) (her» (until such 
time 'as .(he) (she) can be restored to (hi·s) (her) parent(s) or guardian). 

Da~ed this day of 19 

(SEAL of the welfare authority for the 
area of ) or 

(Signed) . . 
An officer of the welfare aut,horlty 

for the area of ). 

To:-· The Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 
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FORM No, 14 

. OR,DER FOR REMOVAL OF CHILD 

In the Count.y Court for the County of 

·In th~ Matter of the Adoption of Children ACt (Northern Irelimd), 1950 

. And in the Matter Of the County Officers anq Courts (Ireland) Act" W77 
And in the Matter ·of A.B., an infant. 

By .the (Recorder of . ) (County Court Judge fbr the .~aid County) 

UPON HEARING 

(AND UPON .. HEARING tlie evidence of 

AND IT APPEARING to the Court that it 'is in the Interests of the said .infant 
that. (he) ('she) shQuldbe removed from th~ custody and possession of 

. and received into the ·care 
of the welfare authority for the area of 

IT J~ ORDERED that the said infant be· removed from 

care of ·the welfare authority for the area of 
and placed in the 

until (such time as oth~r ,arrangements can be made with respect to 
(him) (her» (such. time .as· . (he) (she) can be restored to (hiS) (hel') 
parent(s) or guardlap). 

, 
])at~d this day of 19 

Clerk of: the Crown and Peace. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

BY COUNTY COURT STAMPS 

On each Pe~itiop· ....... , ...... , ... : ........... ,., .......................... " ........... . 

On each ·copy for service ........................................ ~ ........ : ......... . 

On each notice of hearing of petition : ........................ : ............ . 

On each copy' for service ...... : ........................................................ . 

On ea,ch ipterim ol,"der :.; .......... , ................................................. ; 

On each ,application for an· adoption order ........... ; ................ ; ..... . 

On each adoption' order ...... , ... :,: .... : .......... ~:, ........ : ... ; ..................... . 
On each applfcation for the discharge of a'n interlin' order ........ , .... ~ 

On each discharge of an interim order ...................... : ............. ., .. . . . ,'. '-," - . . - . , 

On: each applic!!.tion for 'a .licence' ... : .. 'i· ..•. : •... : ... · ..•.... ,: .•. , .. :., ........ :.,.· 

On 'ea'cll l1cen'ce· ..... :,. t.' '0' t" .t, t" ',0, •• t. , •• ~ •• i t. 0, " •• ,.,0, ,'." t, t,'".",,; ,t,l';., 
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