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(2) The Interpretation ,Act (Northern Ireland), 1954(a), 
applie,s for the interpretation oJ this Order as it applies for the 
interpretation. of an Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland. 

, 4.-(1) S~bJect to the provIsions of this A~ticle, Part IV 9f the 
Motor Car (Intern~tional Circulation) Order, 19'30 (b), shall be 
revoked in its application to Northern Ireland.', 

(2) The revocation of Part IV of tbe said Order of 1930 
(under which international circulation permits may be issued 
:for ,~oreign cars arriving in the United Kingdom) shall not take 
effelct until regulation/? ,first 'come into for,ce under Articl,e 1 0:( 
this Order and shall tiot affect any international circulatipn 
permit or other document issued under the said Part IV before 
the revocation takes effect. ' 

(3) The mention of ,particular matters in this Article shall 
be without prejudice to the general appHcationof section 
twenty-eight of. the Jnterpretation Act (Northern Ireland), 1954, 
as applied by this Order. 

5.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Motor Vehides (Inter.;. 
national Circulation) (Registration and Licensing) (Northern 
Ireland) Order, .1955. 

(2) This Order shall come into operation on the date on 
which the Convention on International Road Traffic conCluded 
at Geneva in 1949 comes into force :(or the 'United Kingdom, 
which date will be notified in the Belfast Gazette. 

Given at Government House, Hillsborough, this thirtieth 
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and filfty":'tive. 

Brian Maginess. 
Ivan Neill. 
Harry Midgley. 
John F. Gordon. 

MOTOR VEHICLES (IN'TERNATIONAL CIRCULATION) (ROAD 
'TRAFFIC) (NORTHERN IRELAND) ,ORDER, 1955 ' 

ORDER IN COUNCIL DATED ,.30TH JUNE, 1955, MADE UNDER 
SECTION 2 OF THE MOTOR VEHICLES (INTERNATIONAL CIRCULATION) 
ACT, 1952(c). 

.1955.' No. 1.14 [0] 
By the Governor in the Privy Council of Northern Ireland. 

WAKEHURST. 
Whereas by section two of the Motor Vehides (International 

Circulation) Act, 1952 (in this Order reJerred to as " the Act"), 
it is provided that the Governor of Northern Ireland, may make 
provision in relatton to Northern Ireland for any purpose f.or 
which provision may be made in relation to Great Britain under 
section one of the Act; 

(a) 1954 (N.I.), c. 33. 
(b) S.R. & O. 1930/968 (Rev. XX, p, 507; 1939 ;po 1680). 
(c) 15 & 16 Geo. 6 and 1 Eliz. 2, c. 39. ' 
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And Whereas a draft of this Order ha~ in pursual1ce of sub
seetion( 2) of. the said section two been' Htid before Parliament 
and approved by resolution of each. House of Parliament;. -)(- . 

. Now, th~·refore, t, John de Vere, BarQn Wakehurst, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, Governor of Northern Ireland, by and with 
the advice of the Privy Council of Northern Ireland, in exercise 
of the powers conferred on me by section two of the Act, do 
hereby order as follows: ~ 

Visitors' Driving Permits 
1.~(1) SUbject to the prOVIsIOns of this Art~cle, it shall be 

lawful· :t.:or a ·person resident out~ide the United Kingdom who 
hOlds~ . 

(a) a Convention driving permit, or 
(b) 'a domestic .driving permit issued in a country outside 

the United Kingdom, . 
during a pettod 'of twelve months from the d~te of his last entry 

. in,to the United Kingdom to drive; and be employed in driving, 
in Northern Ireland a motor vehicle' of any' elas$ or description 
which he is authorised by that permit to drive, notwithstanding 
that he is not the holder of a driving licence under Part I of 
t~e Motor Vehtcles (Traffic and Regulation) Act (Northern 
Ireh:md), 19;2'6(a). . 
, '. (2) The . foregoing provisions 'Of this Article shali be 
without prejudice to sub-section (5) of section three ofi the said 
Act of 1926 (which imposes age limits on young persons driving 
m.otor vehicles) but the prov~so to that sub-'seetion, (whtch makes 
i.t unlawful· for a P~rson under twenty-one to drive certain heavy 
motor vehiGles) shall not apply ,in relation to a, person driving 
~n pursuance of this Art~cle a motor vehiCle pro:ught temporarily 
into' No~thern Ireland if he has attained the age of eighteen 
years. ' 

(3) ,Subject to the provisions of this Article, it shall be 
lawful :t.:or a' person resident outside the United Kingdom who 
holds~ , 

(a) a Convention driving permit, 'or 
(b) a domestic driving peJ;mit issued ina country outside 

, the' United Kingdom,. ' . 
during a periodo'f 12 months from the .. date of 'his last entry 
into tp,e Untted. E,:ingdom -to drive, and beeinployed in driving, 
in Northern Ireland, a pupUc'service vehicle (other than a public 
service vehicle seating not more than six persons in add.ition 
to the driver) brought ~temporarily into Northern Ireland, which 
he is authorised by that permit to drive, notWithstanding that 
he is not the holder of. such a licence as i~ required by sub
section (1). of seCtion twelve of the ,.said .Act of 1926', provided 
that he has attained the age of eighteeny~ars. 

'(a) i6& 17 Geo. 5 -cN~I.), c. 3.1'. 

-~, A resolution approving'the draft' of this Order was pa.ssed by each House 
of Parliament-on 21st June, 1955. ' . 
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(4) Tnis Article sjJ.all not authorise 'a person to drive, a 
motor vep-iele .of any class or descrIption if, in consequence of a 
conviction or of the order of a Court, he is disqualified from 
holding }l. . .driving licenc~ under Part Iof the said A!ct Of 1926 
to drive 3,' vehicle Of that class Qr, description. . 

.: 

('5) The Ministry ma,y by order direct~ 
Ca) that, in the case of all ,or a,.nyCoRvention driving 

. permits, <paragra,.ph (1) of ,this' Article shal} apply 
only to a vehicle brought temporarily into 
Northern Ireland, . 

(b) that, in the case o'f all or any ,other permits, 
paragraphs (1) or (3) of this Article shall not 
apply' Of shall only apply subject to limitations 
specified in the Order. 

(6) In this ArtiCle~ . 
"ConventiOn driving permit" means a driving permit 

in form A or B in tile First SChedule ,to this Order 
il;lsued under the authority of a count;ry outside the 
United Kingdom wh~ch is a party~o the Convention 
to which tnat Dorm. relates and, during the period 
.enciing on ,the twentY-l;lixth day of March, nineteen 
hundred and fifty..,seven, includeS an internatiol1al 
driving licence issued under the Convention on the 
Regulation of Inter-American, Automotive 'tr.affic 
opened for signature at. Wasbington in 1943; , 

" domestic, driVing permit" ih relation to a country 
outside the 1:Thited Kingdom meaps a document issued 
uncler, tb,e law o'f that country and aUthorising the. 
holt;ler to drive motor vehicles, or a specified clasS 
or ciescription of motor vehicles; in that ·country, and 
includes a .. driving' permit issued by tne armed f.Drces 
of any country outside the Upit$d Elngdom for uSe 
in some other country outside the United Kingdom., ' 

(7) The provisions of this Article which. authorise the 
holder of a permit to drive a vehicle dUr~nga specified period 
shall not be ,construed as authorising the driving of a vehicle 
at a time when the permit has ceased to be valid. 

2.-(1) It shall pe lawful-
(a) for a member. of a visiting force of a country to 

whicll Part I of the Visiting Forces -Act, 1952(a), ' 
for the time betng applies who ·holds a driving 
permit .issued under the law of any part of tb,e 

.. sending country ·or. issued by the service 
au,thorities of tb,e visi,ting force ·or 

(ib) fm! a mem.'ber of a civilian component of suc,h' a 
visiting force who holds such a driving permit. 

to drive, and be employed in driving; in Northern Ireland a motor 
vehicl,e of any .class or description which he is authorised by that 
permit to drive, notwithstanding that he is not the holder of a 
driving licence uhder Part I of the Motor 'vehides (Traffic arid. 
Regulation) Act (Northern Ireland), ,1926. 
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. (2) 'l;'his f\rticle 'shall not author.i.~e a person to d1,'jve·.a 
motor. vehicle oJ any class or description if; in 'consequence of 
a conviction" or of the order of a' court, he is disqllalift:ed from· 
holding'a driving licence underPart i of the said Act to: drive' a 
vehicle of tn-at class or description, 
. '.. {h. 'This Article shall ;be ,without pr~judice to' sub

section (5) of section three of the 'said Act (which imposes age 
limits on young ,per&ons driving motor vehicles) but the proviso 
to that sub-section (Which makes it unlawful for a person under 
twenty-one to drive certain heavy motor venides). shall not apply 
in relation to a person driving a motor vehicle in pursuance of 
this Article if he h~s attained the age of eighteen years. 

(4) The interpretative provisions of the Visiting Forces 
Act, 1952, shall apply for tl1e interpretation 0;1: this Article. 

3. The Second Schedule. to this Order shall have effect as 
respects the driving permits referred to In Articles 1 and 2 of 
this Order. ' 

Lighting of Vehic'les brought. temporarily into Northern Ireland 
4. Regulations under Part. IV of th,e Motor Vehicles and :Road 

Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934(a), may, either wholly or 
partially, and subject to any conditions,' v:ary, or grant 
exemptions from, the . requirements of that Act in the case of 
motor vehicles or trailer$ broug.b,t :\;emporarUy into Northern 
Ireland by persons resident outside the United Kingdom or in 
the case of any eIa'ss or' descrip't~on of such vehicles. . 

Interpretation; Repea'ls, Citation and Commencement 
. . 5.~(l) In th,is.Orde:r; "the M~nistry" means the IViInistry Of 

Home Affairs. . 
(2) The Interpretation Act '(Northern Ireland), 1954(b), 

applies for the interpretation of this Order as it applies for the 
interpretation of an j1ct of the Parliament of Northern ireland'. 

6.-(1) Subject to the prOVisions of this Artie~e, Part III ·of the 
Motor ·Gar (International CirCfulation) Order, 1930(c), shall be 
revoked in its application. to Nprthern Ireland. 

, (2) The revocation of Part tIl of the said Order Q,f 1930 
(under 'which driving licences may be issued to foreign drivers 
arrivipg in the United Kingdom) shall not affect any driving 
licence i'ssued before the coming into operation oJ this Order or 
the application of the said Part III in relation to such a licence. 

(3) The mention of particular matters, in this Article shall 
be without prejudice to the general appUcation o'f section 
twenty-.eight of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland). 1954, 

. as applied l:;ly this Order. ", . 

. 7.~(1) This Order may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Inter
-national Circulation) (Road Traffic) (Northerp. Ireland) Order, 
1955'. 

(a) '24 & 25 Geo. 5 (N.I.) , !c. 15. Cb) 1954 (N.I:) c. 33. 
(0) s.n, & O. 1930/968 (~ev, XX, p. 57; 1930 p, 1680:) . . 

I 

·1 

'1 
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(2) This Order sh~lr come into operation on the date on 
which the Convention on International Road Traffic concluded 
~t Geneva in 1949 comes into force· f'or the United Kingdom, 
which date will be notifi~d in the Belfast Gazette. 

Given at Government House, Hillsborough, this thirtieth 
day of June, .one thousand nine hundred and fif.ty-five. 

Brian M aginess. 
Ivan Nei.ll. 
Harry Midgley. 
John 'F. Gordon. 

FIRS.T SCHE'DULE 

A 

FORM OF INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT UNDER 

CONVENTION OF: 1949 

• In a permit 
issued by some 
other country 
the 'name oj 
that country 
will appear 
insteacL ana 
pages 1 ana 2 
will be. arawn 
up in the 
language oj 
th'it co~1ttry. 

Page 1 

United Ki~gdom of Great Britain ·and Northern Ireland* 

Interi1·a~ional Mutor Traffic 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT 

Convention on International Road Traffic of .1949. 

Issued at ........................ ; ...................... ; 

Date 

Signature or seal of issuing authority. 

Page 2 

. This permit is valid, in the territory of aU the Contracting states, with the 
exception ,of the territory of the Contracting State where issued, for the 
period of one year from the date of issue, for the driving of vehicles included 
in the category or categ'ories mentioned Qn the last page of thi~ permit. 

List of Contracting states (optional) 
It is under:>tood that this permit shall in no way affect the obligation of 

the holder to conform strictly to the laws and regU:lations relating to 
residence or ·to the exercise of a profession which are in force in each 
country through which he travels. 
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Form oj International Driving Permit 

PART I 

Particulars concerning the Driver: . 

Vehicles for which the' permit is valid: 

Surname 
Other names* 
Flace of birth ** 
Date of birth*** 
Permanent 'place of residence 

Motor cycles, with or without. a sidecar,. invalid carriages and ' 
three-wheeled motor vehicles with an unladen weight not 
exceeding 400 ~g .(900 Ibs.).· 

Motor vehicles .used for the transport o-f passengers and com
prising, ·in .addition to the driver's seat, at most 'eight seats, or 
those used for the transport Of' goods. and having a permis'sible 
maxim1+m weight not exceeding 3,50p kg (7,700 Ibs.). Vehicles 
in this category may be coupled with a light trailer. 

Motor vehicles used for the transport of g.oods, and of which the 
permissible maximum weight exceeds 3,500 k.g (7,700 lbs.) 
Vehicles in this cajie,gory may be coupled with a light trailer. 

Motor vehicles used for the transport of passengers and com
prising, in addition to the driver's seat, more :than eigl;J.t seats. 
Vehicles in this category may be coupled with a light trailer. 

Motor·vehicles of categories B, C or D, as authorised above, with 
other than a·light trailer. 

.Last 

1 
'.2 
3 
~. 
5 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

" Permissible maximum. weight" of a vehiCle means the weight of the 
vehicle and its maximum load when the 'vehicle is· ready for the road. 

" Maximum load" means ·the weight of the load deGlared permissible 
by the competent authority oi the country of registration of the vehicle. 

"Light 'trailers" shall be those of a permissible maximum weight not 
exceeding 750 kg (1,650 lbs.). 

EXCLUSION . 
Holder of this permit is deprived of the right to drive in (country) I 
•••••••••••••••••• • 0" ••••••••••••••••••• " •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • •• • • f 

I 

I l @ba:Urt~~;~;r:i.t:~n .. of :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::: 
Place' ............................................. .. . . 
Date .............................................. .. 

Should the above space :~g:l::::: ~~~~.~:.~~.~.~~~ .. ~.~~~;.~~~~~ I 
provided for" Exclusion ". 

The entire last page (Parts I and II) shall "be drawn up in French. 
Additional pages, shall re;peat in other language$ the text of Part I of the 

last page. They shall "be drawn up in English, Russian; .chinese and Spanish, 
and other languages may "be added. . . . . 
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under Convention ot 1949 

Page 
PART II 

1. 
2 • 
~. 
4 . 

............................................................................ : .. ; .............. " ........... . 
• •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• ' ••••••••••.• <. j • 

I 5 . 
....... , ..................... , .................................................................. ' ....... . 
........ , ...................... , ................................ ' ........................................ . 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

EXCLUSIONS 

(countries) 

I 

Photograph 

" .' ~ . 

I............................................... V., ..... ' ........................ ,.".".,.,::.:., .. 
IIo .............. " ................................ · VI. .................................................. : 

IlL .. "........... ................ ................. yII .............................. " ................. . 

IV ............... ' ........ : .................... ,...... VII~ ................... ,., .... " " .... , ...... , ............. . 
----------------------------------------~------~-~---. -
" . * Father's or husband's name may be inserted. 

** If known. " . 
*** Orapproxim,ate age on date qf issue. ' 

. '****"'Or thumb'impressiqn. 



"'.' Intern:ationai Circi;lia..tior).. 

B ','; ';. 

FORM OF· INTERNATIONAL. DRIVING PERMIT UNDER 

CONV:E;NTIO;N O:F ]'926 

Page. 1 , 
• lIt a p'equit 
issued by some 
other country· 
the name of 

. that country 
will appear '. 
instead and 
the. permi.t 
will be drawn 
up' in the 
language of. 
that country 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelal}d* 

International Motor Traffic . 

. INTERNATIo.NAL p~IViNG :PERMIT 

. International Convention of April 24th, 1926 

~.. , 

ISSUE OF PERMI':!' 

Issued at ......... : .. : ...... ; .. ; .......... ,,. .... ' ........ . ',. 

Dat'e .... '., ...... : .... ; .............. , .............. '0-0 .... .. 

. ~, 

(Signfl,t,ure CIt i~sy.~ng. authority). 

Page 2 
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• • 'This shoUld 
be a reference 
to the las·t 
page of' the 
permit. 

The presel1t permit is valid' in the territory of all the under~ 
mentioned .Contracting states for·the per-iod of one y'ear from 
the date of issue for the driving of yeihicles included in the 
category or categorit;ls mentioned on p. ':,* 

./ Here insert liSt' ~t'contracting states 
It is understood that this per,riUt in 'no way diminishes the obligation of the 

holder .. t<:)'"corif01'.:m strktly to the 'laws' and regul:ations relating to residence 
6r to the exercise of a profession, which are in force' in each country through 
which he·travels. . '. Piige 3 .... . 

J;>ARTICULARS CONCERNING 'THE DRIVER 

" :',' 

',''., 

Pho.tog):.aph 

.{o.' 

}-;". 

Sill:11,a:ni'e' .. :::.: .. : ...... :: ... : ..... :. :. :: .. ','. : ... : .. :: ..... ::.'.:.: .. ; ............................. " ........................... c 1} 
Other names ......................................................................................... (2) 
Place of birth .......................................................................................... (3) 
Date of birth .. : ...................................... : .............................................. (4) 
Home address .......................... : ............. : ....................... : ........................ (5) . . 
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Form of International Driving rermit und~r Convention of .1926 

'Page 4 

(Name of country) 

EXCLUSION 

M. (surname and other names) ..................................... · ............ , ............. . 
authorised as above by the authority of (country) ...................................... . 
is deprived of the right to drive in (country) ............................................. . 
by reason of .......................................................................................... ".'" 

....... ': ........................ _ ........................................................ ' ...... . 

Place 

Date 

Signature ; ................................................. . 

Pagel 5 and following pages should repeat the particulars given on page 3 
transl'ated into as many languages as may be necessary to enable the Inter'
national' Permit to be used in all the Contracting states mentioned on page. 2. 

H ere begin last page 

A (1) B (2) 0(3) 

(1) A.-Motor vehicles of Which the laden weight does not exceed~ 
3,500 kilog. 

(In all languages.) 

(2) B.-Motor vehicles of which the laden weight exceeds-
3,500 kilog. 

(In all languages.) 

(3) C.-Motor cycles, with or without side-car. 
(In all languages.) 

(1) ...................................................................................................... , .. . 

(2) ............................................ , .......... ,.: .. , .............................................. . 

(3) ...•....•..•.•••.......•...........•..........................•...........•................. '" " ........ . 

(4)' ••.•••••• , •.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••.••..•...............................................•....... 

. (0). " "", •• """ .. ""."'",,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,."';"'''''''".".,, ".' .. ,,' .. "'''''' .. ,'',.,,' .. , ' .. '.'.~ ....... 

.... 

' .. 
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SECOND .SCHEDULE 

VISITORS' DRIVING PERMITS 

333 

1. In this Schedule ,. driving Permit" means' a driving permit which 
by virtue of this Order authorises ~(per:son to drive a motor vehicle without 
holding a driving licence 'undell" Part I 'of .'the Motor Vehicles (Traffic and 
Regulation) Act (N()rtb,ern Ireland) ,. 1926, .and "driving licence" means a 
driving licence' under the said Part 1. ' 

2.-(1) A court by whom the holder of a driving permit is convicted 
shall- ' 

(a) if in consequence of the c,onviction or of the order of the court 
he is disqualified from obP.aining, or holding a driving licence, or 

(b) if they order particulars of the conviction to be endorsed on any. 
driving licence he~d by him, 

send particulaFs of the conviction to the Ministry .. 

(2) A court shall in no circumstances enter 'any particulars in a 
driving permit. 

3.-(1) The holder of a .driving permit disqualified. in consequence of a 
convic·tion or of the order of a court from holding a driving licence shall, 
if so required by the court, produce his driving permit within five days, 
or such longer time as the court may determine, and the court shall forward 
it to the Minis,try who shall record particulars of the disqualification on 
the driving permit and s·end the holder's: name and: !);ddres~ together with 
the said particulars, to the authority by whom the driving permit was 
issued. 

(2) A person failing to produce a driv:ing permit in compliance with 
this paragr,aph shall be guilty .of' an offel1lCe under the Motor Vehicles 
(Traffic and Regulation) Act ,(Northern Ireland), 1926. 

4.-(1) A court, on ordering .the removal under sub-section (6) of section 
four of the said Act of a disqualification on holding or obtaining a driving 
li:cen,ce, shan; if it !lIppears that particul!llrs of the disqualification have been 
forwarded to tlhe Ministry under paragraph 3 of this Schedule, cause 
Particular's of the Order also to ·.be forwarded :to the Ministry, .and the 
Ministry ~!J:J:all transmit the particulars to the authorIty who is;sued the 
driving permit wliich the person whose disqualification is remove'd is shown 
as holding in the Ministry's recol'ds. 

(2) The Ministry shall, where appropriate, enter any particulars SO 
forwarded to the Ministry in any' -driving permit held by the Ministry in 
pursuance of j;he foregoing sub-p.!lImgraph or forwarded\ to .the Ministry by 
the ·applicant. and shall then return the driving 'permit to the applicant . 

. 5.-(1) In the f·ollowing provisions of the Motor Vehicles 'and Road Traffic 
Acts (Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1945, references to a driving licence shall 
include references to a driving permit. . . 

(2) The s'aid'provisions are-

'(a) SUb-section (4) of section three of the' Motor Vehicles (Traffic 
and Regulation) Act (Northern Irel~d), 1926 ;(which requires 
a driver to produce his driving licence to a constable), . . 

(b) SUb-section (~) of section one of the Motor, Veh~cles (Traffic 
and Regulation)' Act (Northern Ireland), 1926' (which 
'authorises a constable to ar·rest a' driver committing ce'l'tain 
offences unless 'the driv:er gives his name and address or 
produces his driving lic~nce), and 

.cc) sub-sections (3) and (5) of section forty-two. of .the Motor 
.Vehiclles and Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934 
(which·relate to the use of a driving licence by a.person other 
tnan tAl;) hot-gel,' fltng to forgery Of '1\!GA a H~(1n~e)! 
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