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The Importation of Plants

ORDER DATED 15TH DAY OF MaARcH, 1955, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE UNDER THE DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND PESTS ACTS
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 1877 To 1934. :

1955. No. 38 - [NC]

The Mlnlstry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland by virtue and

in exercise of the powers vested in it under the Destructive Insects

“and Pests Acts (Nmthern Ireland), 1877 to 1934(a), and of every

other power enabling it in that behalf, orders, and it is hereby
ordered as follows:—

Citation and Commencement

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Importation of Plants
(Northern Ireland) Order, 1955 and, except as provided in
paragraph (2) of this Article, shall come into operation on the
first day of April, 1955.

(2) Insofar as they relate to seeds the provisions of Articles
6 and 7 of this Order shall come into operation on the 1st day of
July; 1956.

Revocation of Previous Orders :
2.—(1) The Orders specified in the fou1th Schedule to this
Order are hereby revoked. ,

(2) Sub-section (2) of section twenty-eight of the Inter-
pretation Act (Northern Ireland), 1954(b) shall apply as if the
Orders revoked by this Order were an enactment repealed by an
Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland.

‘(a) 40 and 41 Vict. c. -68. 7T Bdw. 7. ¢. 4 and 24 and 25 Geo. 5. ¢. 4.:
(k) 2 and 3 Eliz. 2. ¢. 33.
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I nterp7 etation
3. In this Order, unless the context othe1w1se requires,

“authorised officer ” means an officer of the Ministry of
Agriculture for Northern Ireland authorised for the purposes of
this Order. .

“importer ” includes any person who, whether -as owner,
cons1gnor or consignee, agent or broker, is in possession of, or in
any wise entitied -to the custody or control of the art1cle

“landing 7 includes 1mp01tat1on into Northern Ireland by
any method whatsoever. .

“Ministry ”’ means the Ministry. of Agriculture for
Northern Ireland. s

plants ” means living plants and parts thereof and
mcludes trees and shrubs, tubers, bulbs, corms, rhizomes, roots,
layers, cuttings, scion and bud wood but does not 1nclude fruit,
raw vegetables, seeds, potatoes and cut flowers. .

“raw ve_getables ” does not include potatoes.

) “unhealthy ” means affected with any injurious insect,
fungus, bacterium or other organism, or any agent causative of a
transm1ss1ble crop disease.

Importatzon from Great Bmtam the Irish Republzc the Isle of
Mdn and the Channel Islands
4,—(1) Nothing in this Order exceptmg Artlcles 5(1), 9 10, 11,
12, 13 and 14 shall apply to any plants, potatoes, seeds fru1t
vegetables or cut ﬁowers grown in the Irish Republic.

(2)-Nothing in th1s Order excepting Articles 5(g)(h)(1), ),
10, 11 12, 13 and 14 shall apply to. any- plants, potatoes, seeds,
f1u1t Vegetables or cut flowers grown in Great Britain, the Isle
of Man or the Channel Islands, and notwithstanding Art1cle 5(h)
cut Chrysanthemum flowers may be landed in Northern Ireland
without a licence from Great Britain, the Isle of Man and the
Channel Islands subJect to the followmg cond1t1ons —

(a) Bach-consighment shall be accompanied by a certlﬁcate
issued by the appropriate Department of ‘Agriculture to
the effect that the nursery from which the cut flowers
were obtained has been found during the current season
to be free from Chrysanthemum Midge (D1arthrono—

' myia chrysanthemi AHLBERG), and $ubstantially free
from other insect and allied pests of Chiysanthemuis;

" (b) The flowers must be examined by an authorised officer
of the appropriate Department of Agriculture within 14
days prior to the date of despatch and he must certify

~that (I) theré was no evidence of Chrysanthemum
‘Midge and (II) the flowers were substantially free from
other 1nsect and allied pests of Chrysanthemums

: Prohzbzted I mports

5. The landing in Northern Ixeland of the folloW1ng potatoes
or plants is prohibited; namely —_—
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(a) Potatoes for planting,

(b) Potatoes for any purpose whatsoever, from the American -
Continent or Australia,

(c) Annual and Biennial plants, from places outside Europe

" (d) All species of the genera Fragaria or Rubus, from North
’ America,

(e) All species of the genus Prunus (including Amygdalus
Armeniaca, Cerasus, Laurocerasus, Padus and Perszca)
from places outside Eurepe,

(f) All species of the genus Rosa, from Australia, Italy or

. New Zealand, ‘

(9) All Chrysanthemum plants,

(h) All cut Chrysanthemum flowers,

(i) Al plants of the genus Ulmus,

(7) All plants of the genus Quercus,

(k) All plants of the genus Castanea,

(1) All plants of the genus Populus, .

(m) All plants of the following genera of the Ovder Pinaceae, -
viz. Abies, Larixz, Picea, Pinus, Pseudotsuga, Sequoia,
Thuja and Tsuga.

In this Article, “ potatoes” includes any part of the potato

plant.

Certificates to accompany Consignments

6—(1) (@)

®)

Subject to the prohibitions and restrictions con-
tained in Articles 5 and 7 of this Order each
consignment of plants or of potatoes landed in
Northern Ireland shall be accompanied by a
certificate in the form set out in the First Schedule
to this Order.

Each cons1gnme‘nt of seeds of lettuce or tomato,
pea seed for sowing, fruit or raw vegetables which
are subject to the restrictions imposed by Article 7
of this Order when landed in Northern Ireland
shall be accompanied by a certificate in the form set

. out in the Second Schedule to this Order; provided

that this requirement shall not apply to root
vegetables free from foliage, or to asparagus,
aubergines, capsicums, cucumbers, green beans,
green peas, marrows, mushrooms onions and
shallots, pimentos, pumpkms tomatoes and witloof
chicory.

(2) The certificates prescribed in this Article shall be duly
completed and signed by or on behalf of an authorised officer of
the Phytopathological Service of the country in which the produce
was grown and shall, where the language of the country in which
the certificate is given is other than English, include a transla-
tion thereof in the language of that country, which translation,
if it is in a document separate from the certificate, shall also be
duly completed and signed by or on beha,II 0f the said authorised

fﬁcer,
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~ (3) The examination referred to in the certificate set out in
the First Schedule to this Order shall have been carried out not
more than 14 days prior to the date of despatch of the
consignment.

(4) Except in the case of consignments imported through
the post the certificates prescribed in this Article shall .be
delivered to the appropriate officer of Her Majesty’s Customs and
Excise at the port of landing in the United Kingdom at the same
time as, and together with, the entry relating to the consignment.

In the case of consignments imported through the post the
certificate shall be affixed to the package comprising the consign-
ment, or, if there is more than one package comprising the
consignment, the certificate shall be affixed to one of the packages
and a copy thereof affixed to each of the remaining packages.

Restrictions on Importation of Certain Produce
4. Subject to the prohibitions and requirements contained or
referred to in Articles 5 and 6 of this Order the landing in
Northern:Ireland of any of the following plants, potatoes, seeds,
fruit and vegetables shall be subject also to the following
conditions:—
(1) PLaNTS
The landing of plants is prohibited unless
(a) they have been examined during the growing season
preceding the date of despatch by an authorised
officer of the Phytopathological Service of the
country where the plants were grown and found by
him to be substantially free from injurious pests
and diseases, including virus diseases, .

(b) they have been grown'at a distance of at least.2
kilometres from any place where the disease known
as Wart Disease or Black Scab of potatoes (Synchy-

~ trium endobioticum (Schilb.) Perc.) has . occurred
- during the ten years preceding the date of the.
. signing of the prescribed certificate,

(c¢) in the case of any plants specified in the Third
Schedule 'to this Order they have been grown at a
distance of at least 20 kilometres from any place
where the pest known as San José scale (Quadras-
pidiotus perniciosus Comst.) has occurred during
the two years preceding the date of the signing of
the prescribed certificate and, if that pest has
occurred during the said two years in any part of
the country in which the plants were grown, they
have, before despatch, been fumigated with hydro-
cyanic acid gas at a concentration of not less than
5 grams per cubic metre for at least 30 minutes at
a temperature of not léss than 7° centigrade, and

(d) either Colorado beetle (Leptinotarsa decemlineata
Say.) is not known to be established within g
distance of 25 kilometres from the place where they
have been grown or, if Colorado beetle is know to be
so established, there is in operation an intensive

-system of control thereot, o
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(2) PoTATOES

The landing of potatoes is prohibited unless:—

(a¢) they have been grown at a distance of at least 2
kilometres from any place where the disease known as
Wart Disease or Black Scab of potatoes (Synchytrium
endobioticum (Schilb.) Perc.) or the disease known
as Ring Rot (Corynebacterium sepedonicum
(Spieck. and Kotth.) Skaptason and Burkholder)
has occurred at any time, and .

. (b) during the twelve months preceding the date of th:

. signing of the prescribed certificate there has been
no outbreak of Colorado beetle (Leptinotarsa
decemlineata Say.) within a distance of 25 Kilo-
metres of the place where the potatoes were grown.

(3) LETTUCE SEED o
The landing of lettuce seed is prohibited unless the crops
from which the seed was derived have been examined during the
.growing season by an authorised officer of the Phytopathological
Service of the country where the crops were grown and found by
him to be free from the disease known as Lettuce Mosaic.

(4) ToMATO SEED :

- The landing of tomato seed is prohibited unless the
crops from which the seed was derived have been examined during -
the growing season by an authorised officer of the Phytopatho--
logical Service of the country where the crops were grown and
found by him to be free from the disease known as Bacterial
Canker (Corynebacterium michiganense (E.F.Sm.) Jensen), or
have been grown in a region where this disease does not occur.

’

(5) PEA SEED FOR SOWING

The landing of pea seed for sowing is prohibited unless

the crops from which the seed was derived have been examined

during the growing season by an authorised officer of the Phyto-

pathological Service of the country where the crops were grown

and found by him to be free from the disease known as Bacterial

Blight (Pseudomonas pisi Sackett), or have been grown in a region
where this disease does not occur.

(6) APPLES

" The landing of apples grown in the United.States of
America is prohibited during the period from the 7th day of July
to the 15th day of November (both dates inclusive) in any year
unless they are of one or more of the following grades as recog-
nised by the Department of Agriculture of the United States of
A%leri(_;a, namely “ U.S. Fancy,” “ U.S. No. 1,” “ Extra Fancy ” and
113 ancy'n .

(7) LETTUCE ‘ -

The landing, during the period from the 1ist day of
March to the 15th day of October (both dates inclusive) in any
year, of lettuce grown in Europe south of latitude 46 degrees
North and the landing, during the period from the 1st day of
April to the 15th day of October (both dates inclusive) in any year,
of lettuce grown in Europe north of latitude 46 degrees north, is
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prohibited unless there has been no outbreak of Colorado beetle
(Leptinotarsa decemlineata Say.) during the preceding twelve
months within a distance of 25 kilometres of the place where the
lettuce were grown.,

(8) Raw VEGETABLES (other than lettuce)

The landing of raw vegetables (other than lettuce)
grown in Europe is prohibited during the period from the 1stday of
April to the 15th day of October (both dates inclusive) in any year
unless there has been no outbreak of Colorado beetle (Leptino-
tarsa decemlineata Say.) during the preceding twelve months
within a distance of 25 kilometres of the place where the said
vegetables were grown; provided that the aforesaid prohibition
shall not apply to root vegetables free from foliage, or to
asparagus, aubergines, capsicums, cucumbers, green beans, green
peas, marrows, mushrooms, onions and shallots, pimentos, pump-
kins, tomatoes and witloof chicory.

Procedure when produce is landed in Contravention of this Order

8.—(1) If any plants, potatoes, seeds, fruit or vegetables are
landed in Northern Ireland in contravention of this Order they
shall forthwith be destroyed or re-exported by and at the expense
of the importer unless they are disposed of in accordance with the
terms of a licence issued by an authorised officer.

(2) On an gpplication being made for the issue of a licence
in pursuance of this Article, an authorised officer may either

(a) without any examination of the said plants,
potatoes, seeds, fruit or vegetables, issue a licence
permitting the same to be removed subject to the
requirements and conditions contained in such
licence or ‘ .

(b) after an examination of the said plants, potatoes,
seeds, fruit or vegetables give a certificate stating
whether they or any of them are unhealthy or
healthy and issue a licence permitting such of them
as have been certified to be healthy to be removed
subject to the requirements and conditions con-.
tained in such licence. ‘

(3) A licence issued in pursuance of this Article may include
conditions to ensure that any plants retained by any person in
accordance with the terms thereof, or any plants derived from
any plants or seeds so retained may, at any time within twelve.
months from the date of issue of the licence, be examined or
further examined by an authorised officer who may, after such an
examination, give a certificate stating whether they or any of
them are unhealthy or not. ’

(4) The importer or the person in charge of any plants,
potatoes, seeds, fruit or vegetables which shall have been certified
to be unhealthy after any such examination as .is referred to in
paragraphs (2) or (3) of this Article shall be subject to the pro-
visions and obligations of Article 10 of this Order as if he were
an importer of plants comprising a consignment landed in
Northern Ireland which appeared to an authorised officer to be
unhealthy, | : ' -
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Examination and Sampling
9,:.-An authorised officer, upon ploductlon if 50 requlred of hlS .
appomtment or authority, may enter any premises. and ,

(a) examine and take samples of any consrgnment or part of
a econsignment of plants, potatoes, seeds, fruit, vegetables
or cut flowers landed or suspected by h1m of havmg been .
landed in Northern Ireland, whether or not such con-
signment was or ought to have been accompanied by a
certificate required by this Order, and for the purposes of
such examination may open or require the importer to
open any package in the consignment, or

(b) examine and take samples of any plants which have been
landed: in Northern Ireland during the previous twelve
months or which have been derived from plarts or séeds.
which have been landed in Northern Ireland during that
period. . .

Procedure in the case of Importation of Unhealthy Produce

10.—(1) If it appears to an authorised officer at any time that
any plants, potatoes, ‘seeds, fruit, vegetables or cut flowers com-
prising any consignment or part of a consignment landed in
- Northern Ireland are unhealthy, he may serve upon theé importer
a notice stating that such plants, potatoes, seeds, fruit, vegetables
or cut flowers have been found by him to be unhealthy, and
requiring the importer, within such time as may be specified in
the notice, to carry out such measures of disinfection or treat-
“ment as may be speeified in the notice, or to destroy or re-~ export
the whole or any part of the conalgnment

(2) Any measure of disinfection or treafment required by
a notice under this Article shall be carried out by the importer-
upon ‘whom theé notice is served, under the supervision of an
authorised officer at a suitable place designated by the authorised
officer, and no part-of the consignment shall be - moved from the
place des1gnated without the written authority of the M1n1stry or.
_the authorised officer. .

S {3). 1t the 1mporte1 upon whom the notice has been served
shall fail to carry out within the time specified in the notice siuch
measures of disinfection or treatment as are: specified therein,
or to destroy or re-export the whole or any part of the consign-
ment as theréin required, then, without p1e3ud1ce to any
proceedings under this Order consequent upon such failure, an
atuithorised officer or a Jperson authorised by him for the purpose
may énter any premises in which the consignment-or any part of
the consignment may be, and carry out such measures, or effect
such destruction or re- export

(4) Charges for or in connection with the disinfection,
treatment destruction or re-export required by any such notice
shall be pa1d by the 1mporter on whom the notice is served.

(5) In this Article “ consignment ” includes soil, packmcr :
materials, cases and contamers,
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- Information regarding Imported Produce
11. Every person who has or has had in his possession or under
his charge any plants, potatoes, seeds, fruit, vegetables or cut
-flowers landed in Northern Ireland, and every person who as
auctioneer, salesman or otherwise, has sold or offered for sale
any such plants, potatoes, seeds, fruit, vegetables or cut flowers
shall, if so required in writing by the Ministry or authorised
officer, give to the Ministry or authorised officer such information -
as he possesses as to the persons who have or have had in their
possession or under their charge the said plants, potatoes, seeds,
fruit, vegetables or cut flowers; provided that any information
given under this Article shall not be-available as evidence against
the person giving the same in any prosecution under this Order,
except in respect of an alleged failure to comply with this Article.

Licences

12. Notwithstanding any provisions of this Order, any plants,
potatoes, seeds, fruit or vegetables may be landed in Northern -
Ireland under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence
issued by the Ministry or by an authorised officer.

Servzce of Noftices *

13. For the purposes of this Ordér, a.notice shall be deemed to
be served on any person if it is delivered to him personally or left
for him at his last known place of abode or business or sent
through the post in a registered letter addressed to him there;
and a notice purporting to be signed by an authorised ofﬁcer
shall be prima facie evidence that it was signed by him.

Offences

14—(1) Every person who wilfully obstructs or impedes an
authorised officer in the exercise of his powers under this Order
or who does any act in contravention of this Order or of the terms
or conditions of any notice or licence served or issued thereunder,-
or who fails to do any act which he is required to do by this
Order or by any such notice or licence shall be liable on conviction
t0 a penalty not exceeding ten pounds, or in respect of a second
or subsequent offence to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

(2) The last preceding paragraph does not apply to the
landing or attempted landing of any article in contravention of
this Order, the penalty for which is provided by Section 1. of the
Destructlve Insects Act 1877 as amended by the Destructive
Insects and Pests Act, 1907 and the Destructive Insects and Pests
Act (Northern Ireland), 1934.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Mlnlstry of Agriculture
for Northern Ireland this fifteenth day of March
nineteen hundred and ﬁfty -five in the presence of

(L.S.)
W. C. Glover,

Assistant Secretary.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
‘ Phytosanitary Certificate
PLANT P-RO'I\EC’IT.ION SERVICE _
0 ) OO RUR ST SUOT U RURURORON NOurueererererivimnrreentenananinneanees
Thls is to certify that the plants parts of plants or ‘plant products described”
below or represenbatlve samples of - them were thoroughly - exammed on
(date) ...... e e DY CBINE) 1 veee oo eessineseaaans
an. authorised xofﬁcer of BELE (SEIVECE) e seerreresereneneeeaeesessesereneeeesseaaneesansesiens
and were found to the best of his knowledge to be. su\bst:antxxauy free from
jnjurious diseases and pests; and that the consignment is believéed to.conform

with the current.phytesanitary regulations of the importing, countiy both as
s”nated in the a;dd1t10ma1 declaramon hereon and otherwise. -

Fumigation or -dismfection freat-'m'en-{—, (f any):

Date......ivevniluneirinnininn. eesnanenns TIBAEMENTE..oovitne i

(Stamp of the Service)

. DESCRIPTION OF TH'E" CONsmN'MENT

Name and address of EXDOTEELS . e oo eveereseeen rerons s
Naine and address of consignee:........ocoiveieenes PR fevinenes
Number and descnptwn of packages...‘. .......................................................
Distinguishing Marks:.........ocveoveerivnierrnennne. et e et e on e reare e
Qrigin: (Grown at)*........... ................................
MEANS OF CONVETAIICE r..rvereeereresressteressesseseesessssssieesessessssessessesesseseesessenas
' Point of entry:............. heereenaaa e e .
Quantity and name 0f PLrOQUCE . ......ivvveirierisiieiirateneceenns e
Botanical name...'.......; ....... N e

*State precise location:
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SECOND SCHEDULE
Phytosanitary Certificate

PLANT PROTECTION SERVICE

This is to cermfy that the plant products descrlbed below are believed to
conform with the current phytosanitary regulations of the importing
country.

I R T R R D R R R P T RNy

P e I R R LR N T R D e P R R P T P PR R R DT T I

(Stamp of the Service)
DESCRIPTION OF THE CONSIGNMENT
Name and address of eéporter:....' ........ et et e sy .
Name and address of consignee ....... veeeeens
Number and description of packages................................;...; .......................
Distinguishing marks:.......ccivvvviirnvnninennn. Ceerretetenrees ferreereeerertrra s eneraeararaes .
Origin: (Grown at) ...... oo
Means of conveyance:............. Lottt e e te et b eeer et et eta b reat e s b e
Point of entry:......covviiveiilinnnns s P,
Quantity and name of produce

R R R R R R N R O

*State ,p_.i'e;cise location’
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THIRD SCHEDULE

Plants to whlch the requirements as to San José scale -
_ ‘ and fumlgatlon apply—-—Artlcle 7(1)(0) '
Acacia spp. (Mimosaceae)
Amelanchier spp. (Rosaceae)
Chaenomeles spp. (Rosaceae) (ineluding Cydonia Japomnica)
éotoneaster Spp. (Rosaceae)‘. '
Crataegus spp. (Rosaceae)
- Cydonia vulgaris (Rosaceae)
Fagus spp. (Fagaceae)
‘Juglaris sp(p'. {Juglandaceae)
Maclura aurantiaca (Moraceae)
Malus communis (Rosaceae)

Prunus spp. (Rosaceae) (ihcluding Amygdalus Armenicca, Cerasus,
Laurocerasus, Padus and Persica)

“‘Ptelea trifoliata (Rutaceae)

Pyru's (or P@rus)' spp. (-Rosace_ae)
Ribes spp. (Saxifragaceae) -

Rosa spp. (Rosaceae)

Saliz spp. (Salicaceae)

‘Sorbus spp.' (Rosaceae)
Symphpricdrpus spp. (Caprifoliaceae)
Syringa spp. (Oleaceae)

Tilia spp. (Tiliaceae)

FOURTH SCHEDULE

. I,mpo‘rt;atidn of Plants (Northern Ireland) Order of 1947 (S.R. & O. 1947/58;

Importation of Plants (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order, 1952
(S.R. & O. 1952/233)

Importation of  Plants (Amendment) (Northern. Ireland) Order, 1953
(8.R. & O. 1953/20)

'I-mportation of Plants (Exemptlon) (Norbhern Ireland) dnde,r, 1953
(S.R. & 0. 1953/41)

Importatlon of Plants (Amendment of Exemption) (Northern Ireland) Order,
953, (S.R. & 0. 1953/109)

Importation of Plants (Chrysa,nthemum Blooms) (Northern Ireland) Order,
4 (S.R. & 0. 1954/24)

Importatlon of Plants (Exemptxon) (Amendment) (Norbhern Ireland o)
4 (SR. & O. 1954/41) . ) Order,

Impo‘rtatlon‘ of Pl‘ants (Amendment) (Northern Ireland} Order,
" (S.R. & O. 1954/67T) ) Order, 1954

Importation of Forest Trees (Prohilbltlon) (Northexn Ireland o
' : . (S.R. & O.1952/209) - ) Order, 1952
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