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MINIS'TRIES 

ORDER* IN COUNCIL DATED 4TH APRIL, 1955" MADE UNDER 
SECTION 4 OF THE MINISTRIES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1944, WITH 
RESPECT TO THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND THE MINISTRY OF HOME, 
AFFAIRS. ' 

1955. No. 61 [C] 

By the Governor in the Privy Council of Northern Ireland 
WAKEHURST 

Whereas by section four of the Ministries Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1944 (in this Order referred to as " the Act ") it is pro
vided that the Governor of Northern Ireland may, from time to 
time, by Order in Council assign to any department, or transfer 
to any department from any other department,' such fUnctions 
as appear to the said' Governor to be appropriate for such 
aSSignment or transfer; that each department shall have and 
may exercise such functions as may be specified by such an Order 
in Council; that such an Order in Council may make sucll 
incidental, consequential and supplemental provisions as may be 
necessary or expedient for the purpose of giving full effect to the 
Act, including provisions for such matters as are mentioned in 
sub-section (2) of section four of the Act; and that any Order in 
Council made under the said section may be varied or revoked by 
a subsequent Order in Council so made: 

And whereas by sub-section (5) of the said section 'four it is 
provided that the said Governor shall not be recommended to 
make an Order in Council under the said section four .( other than 
an Order in Council made fat the purposes of section one or 
section two of the Act) until a draft thereof has lain before each 
House of Parliament for the statutory period, and that if either 
House of Parliament within that period resolves that no further 
proceedings be taken in relation thereto no further proceedings 
shall be so taken, but without prejudice to the preparation of a 
'fresh draft: 

And whereas it is expedient that provision as hereafter 
appearing in this Order should be made in relation to certain 
purposes other than purposes of section one or section two of the 
Act, and, accordingly, this Order was laid in draft before each 
House of Parliament for the statutory period, and neither House 
of Parliament during that period passed any resolution in 
relation thereto: ' 

NOw, Therefore, I, John de Vere, Baron Wakehurst, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order o'f Saint Michael 
and Saint George, Governor of Northern Ireland, by and with 
the advice of the Privy Council of Northern Ireland, in exercise 
of the powers conferred upon me by section four of the Act do 
hereby order as follows:-

-J! A draft of this Order was laid before each HOUSe of Parllament on 
l~t F~p.r\larYI lQQ5,' for the ~tatutory P~~cl, 
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. General 
1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Ministries (Transfer of 

Functions) Order, 1955. 

. (2) In this Order the Lollowing expressions have tJ:?e 
meanings hereby assigned to them, that is' to say:-

"day of transf.er" means the day on whi·ch this Order is 
made;. 

" Minis,try " includes a Minister; 
" tr:iLnsferor" and "transferee" respectively mean, in 

relation to any of the functions transferred, the Ministry 
from and the Ministry" to which the functions are trans
ferred. 

(3) This Order shall have effect subject to the provisions oJ 
any Order in Council whkh may hereafter be made under section 
four of the Act. 

Functions of the Ministry of Home Affairs . 
2.-( 1) The functions exerciseable immediately before the day 

of transfer by the MinistrY of Commerce under or for the pur
poses of the enactments set out in Part I of the Schedule to this 
Order shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from that day to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs: 

Provided that the functions exerciseable immediatelY 
before that day by the Ministry of Commerce under or for the 
purposes of the enactments set out in Part II of the said Schedule 
shaH not be transferred by virtue of this Order. 

(2) Subject to the proviso to paragraph (1) of this Article, 
references to the Ministry of Commerce, where they occur in the 
enadments set out in Part I 'of the Schedule to this Order shall, 
·as from the day of transf.er, be construed as references to the 
Ministry 0:( Home A'ffairs. . 

3.-(1) The Notification entitled "Assignment of Functions to 
l)epartments" issued by the. Lord Lieutenant of ' Ireland on the 
seventh day of June, 1921, and altered by subsequent enactments, 
shall, so far as it relates to the Ministry of Commerce and the 
Ministry.of Home Affairs, have. effect subject to, the provisions of 
this Order. 

(2) 'The Ministrles (Transfer of Functions) (No.1) Order, 
1944, as amended by the Ministries (Transfer of Functions) (No. 
2) Order, 1944, and the Ministries (Transfer of Functions) (No.3) 
Order, 1944, shall have effect subject to the provisions of this 
Order. 

Transfer of Futwtions, Property, Rights and Liabilities 
4.-( 1) The following provisions of tbis Article shall apply in 

relation to the functions transferred by this Order. 
llA 
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(2) In the construction and for the purposes of any enact
ment, judgment, decree, order, award, deed, contract, regulation,· 
bye-law, certificate or other document passed or made before the 
day of transfer, any.reference to, or which is to be construed as a 
referE:nce to, the transferor shall, so far only as may be necessary 
for the purpose or in consequence of the transfer, be construed as 
. a re!erence to the transferee. 

(3) The transfer shall not affect any order, regulation, rule, 
appointment, direction, instruction, approval, requirement or 
authorisation made or given or other thing done by the transferor 
before the day of transfer, but any such matter shall, if in force 
immediately before that day, continue in force to the like extent 
and subject to "the like provisions as if it had been duly made, 
given or done by the transferee. . 

> (4) Anything commenced before the day of transfer, by or 
under the authority of the transferor may, so far as it relates to 
any functions transferred, be carried on or completed by or under 
the authority of the transferee. 

(5) Where at the day of· transfer any legal proceeding is 
pending to which the transferor is a party, and the proceeding 
has reference to any of the functions trans'ierred, the tran,sferee 
shall be "Substituted in the proceeding for the transferor,. and the 
proceeding shall not abate by reason of the substitution. ' 

5. All property, rights and liabilities held, enjoyed or incurred 
bE?fore the day of transfer by the Ministry of·Commer<~e in con
nection with the f,unctions to be transferred to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs by this Order shall be transferred to that Ministry 
as from the day of transfer; and, accordingly, as from that day by 
vittueof this Order and without any further conveyance, trans-
fer or assignment- .. 

(a) the said pronerty, ·real or personal, shall vest in the 
• Ministry of Home Affairs; - . . 

(b) the said rights shall be enjoyed by that Ministry; and 
(c) the said liabili ties shall become liabilities of that 

Ministry. 

ModificatixJn and Adapta·tion of Enactments . 
6. There shall be made in every local and personal Act and 

public general Act of a local character such modifications and 
adaptations as may be required to bring it into confor.mity with 
the provisions ~f this .Order. . .. 

. . . 
Giyen 'at Government House, Hillsborpugh, this fourth day 

of April, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-five. 

Brian Maginess. 
Oeo. B. Hanna 
Ivan Neill . 
. (;If}ntoran, 
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SCHEDULE 

PART. I 

EnaGtments Relating to Functions Trans"ferred to Ministry ,of 
Home A:tfairs from Ministry of Commerce 

'So much of the Towns Im:provement (Ireland) Act, 1854 (as amended by the 
Char-a-banc Regulation AC.t (Northern Ireland), 1924) as relates to the 
regulati:on 'of vehicles. 

The Lo:comotives on Highways Act, 1896. . 
The Publ1c Rmid$ (Ireland) .A!ct,i911. . . . 
The J;l,oads Act, 1920, paragraph (a) of'Sub-sec,tion (4) of Sec,tion 3 (in so far 

as it relates to directions in connection with the issue of dr·iving lioences), 
and paragraph (c) of sub~section (4) of Section 3. . 

The .. Char"-'a:':bancRegulati:on Act (Northern Ireland), 1924. 
T.ne Motor·Vehicles(Tratfic.·and :Regulation) Act (Northern Ireland), 1926. 
The. RO!3,ds Improvement Act (Nort~ern Ireland), 1928, Sec'tion. 13 (as 

a..."i1ended by Se.cti'On 28' of the Roads Act ,(Northern rreland), 1948), .in S'O 
. far 'a;s it .relates. to functions ·of' the Mindstryof Home Aff3!irs,in conducting 
. 'eXperiments in eonnectron with road traffic and road sarfety matters: . 

The Motor VeMcles and Road 'rraffic Act (Northern, Ireland); 1929. 
The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1930. 
The' Motor 'Vehicles 'and Road Tr,affic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934. 
The Motor Vehi~lesand'Rb-ad 'rraffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1945. 
The Road~ Act (Northern I'l"ell:j.:p.d), 1948, Section '25 (in s'of,ar 'as it relaotes to 

roads·other than trunk roads); Section 26; Sectioh 28 in so far as it relates to 
tli,e making .of experiments in cohnection with road traffic and road 

: s!3,iety matters; $ection 30 in S'O far aiS !it relates to the i'ssue of sums out 
of. th'e Road Fund in connection with the functions of road authorities 
(:other than the' MIJiistry of qommer.ce) un,der $ection 25, or under the 

'IvJ]otor V'ehide'S' and Road Traffic Ads (Northern Ireliand), 1926-1945; 
Sectio:p.34 in so far as it relates to the acqutisition of [ands by a toad 
authOrity (other than the :(Vlinistry of Commerce) in exercdse of their" 
func,tions under Sections 25 and 26 of the .lI.:ct; and paragraph (a) of 
sup-section (1) of Section 31, Section 35 and SectiOJ,l 37, -in so far "as they 

. !'elate to functions exerciseable ,by the Ministry of Home Affairs in con
nection' with r09:d traffic an~ 'road safety matters . 

. PART II 

Enactments relating to rttnctions excepted from Transfer 

Th~LoGomotiveson H~ghways:Act, 1896, proviso, (a) to SUb-section (1) of r 
Section 1, 'in 'so far, as It,.relates to the making Of bye-laws restricting the 

. use' of locomotives on bridges. . 
The Public' Roads (Ireland) Act, 19U;Section 1. v-nr 
The Motor Vehicles ,and Ruad Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1929, Section 7. 
The Motor Vehicles and· Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1930, Section 2. 
The Motor Vehicles and Road Tt.affic Act (No~thern, :j:reland), t9S4, SeGtion 46 . 

. MOTOlt VEHIClJES AND ROAD TRAFFIO 

Motor 'Vehicles (International I 
. Circulation) : . .J' 

, 'Registration and Licensing, 
p.322 . I 

Roa,d,. Traffic, p: 324 
GOQds V~hicles, p. 334 
puvlic S~r1)ice Vehicles! p. 349 I 

I 

Road Vehicies: 
Al'magh, p. 351 ' 
County Armagh Speed Limit, 

p. 352 \ 
Carricktergus, p. S53 
Registration and Licensing 
. p. 353 " 

Traffic. Signs, p. 364 
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