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MOTOR. VEHICLES (INTERNATIONAL CIRCULATION) (ROAD
TRAFFIC) (NORTHERN IRELAND) GRDER, 1957 - .

OrpER IN COUNCIL DATED 25TH JUNE, 1957, MADE UNDER
SECTION 2 oF THE MOTOR VEHICLES (INTERNATIONAL CIRCULATION)

Act, 1952(a).
1957. .No. 118 . [C]

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND.

‘WAXEHURST-

Whereas by section two of the Motor Vehicles (International
Clrculatlon) Act, 1952 (in this Order referred to as “the Act”),
it is provided that, the Governor of Northern Ireland may make
provision in relation to Northern Ireland for any purpose for
which provision may be made in relation to Great Brltam under
section one of the Act:

© And Whereas a draft of this Order has in pursuance of sub-
section (2) of the said section two been laid before Parliament
and approved by resolution of each House of Parliament;*

Now, therefore, I, John de Vere, Baron Wakehurst, Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, Governor of Northern Ireland, by ‘and wlth
the advice of the Privy Council of Northern Ireland in exercise
of the powers conferred on me by sectlon two of the Act, do
hereby order as follows:— )

stztors Driving Permits
1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, it shall be
%lavlvéul for a person resident outside the United Klngdom who
olds—
(a) a Convention driving permlt or
(b) a domestic driving permit issued in a country outside
the United Kingdom,

during a period of twelve months from. the date of his last entry
into the United Kingdom to drive, and be employed in driving,
in Northern Ireland a motor vehlcle of any class or description
which he is authorised by that permit to drive, notwithstanding
that he is not the holder of a driving 1lcence under the Road
Traffic Acts (Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1955.

(2) The foregoing provisions of this Article shall be
without prejudice to sub-section (1) of section eighteen of the
Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1955(b) (which imposes age
limits on young persons driving motor vehicles) but sub-section
(3) of section eighteen of the said Act (which makes-it unlawful
for a person under twenty-one to drive certain heavy motor
vehicles) shall not apply in relation te a person driving in
pursuance of this article a. motor vehicle brought temporarily
into Northern Ireland if he has attained the age of eIghteen
years.

(a) 15 & 16 Geo. 6 & 1 Eliz. 2, ¢.'39. C (h) 1955 c. 27,

*A resolution approving the draft of this order was passed by ea.ch House of
Parliament on 18th June, 1957,
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(3) Subject to the provisions of this Article, it shall be
lawful for a person resident outside the United Kingdom who
holds— :

(a) a Convention driving permit, or

(b) a domestic driving permit issued in a country outside
the United Kingdom,

during a period of 12 months from the date of his last entry
into the United Kingdom to drive, and be employed in driving,
in Northern Ireland, a public service vehicle (other.than a public
service- vehicle seating not more than six persons in addition
to the driver) brought temporarily into Northern Ireland, which
he.is authorised by that permit to drive, notwithstanding that
he is not the holder of such a licence as is required by sub-
section (1) of section twelve of the Motor Vehicles (Traffic and
Regulation) Act (Northern Ireland), 1926(a), provided that he has
attained the age of eighteen years.

(4) This Article shall not authorise a person to drive a
motor vehicle of any class or description if, in consequence of a
conviction or of the order of a Court, he is disqualified from
holding a driving licence under the Road Traffic Acts (Northern
Ireland), 1926 to 1955 to drive a vehicle of that class or description.

(5) The Ministry may by order withdraw the right
conferred by sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph (1) of this Article
or the right conferred by sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph (3) of
this Article, or both those rights, either in the case of all domestic
driving permits, or in the case of domestic driving permits of a
description specified in the Order or held by persons of a
description so specified. .

(6) In this Article—

“ Convention driving permit” means a driving permit
in form. A or B in the First Schedule to this Order
issued under the authority of a country outside the
United Kingdom which is a party to the Convention
to which that form relates and, during the period
ending on the twenty-sixth day of March, nineteen

“hundred and sixty,- includes an international
driving licence issued under the Convention on the
Regulation of Inter-American Automotive Traffic
opened for sighature at Washington in 1943;

“ domestic driving permit” in relation to a country
outside the United Kingdom means a document issued
under the law of that country and authorising the
holder to drive motor vehicles, or a specified class or
description of imotor vehicles, in that country, and
includes a driving permit issued by the armed forces
of any country outside the United Kingdom for use
in some other country outside the United Kingdom.

. () The provisions of this Article which authorise the
holder of a permit to drive a vehicle during a specified period
shall not be construed as authorising the driving of a vehicle
at a time when the permit has ceased to be valid.

(a) 16 & 17 Geo. 5. (N.L) c. 31.
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2.—(1) It shall be lawful—
(a) for a tmember of a visiting force of a country to
which Part I of the Visiting Forces Act, 1952(a),
for the time being applies who holds a driving
permit issued under the law of any part of the
sending country or issued’ by the service
authorities of the visiting force or
(b) for a member of a civilian component of such a
visiting force who holds such a driving permit,
to drive, and be employed in driving, in Northern Ireland a motor
“vehicle of any class or description which he is authorised by that
permit to drive, notwithstanding that he is not the holder of a
driving 11S1)cence under the Road Traffic Acts (Northern Ireland),
1926 to 1955.

(2) This Article .shall not authorise a person to drive a
motor vehicle of any class or description if, in' conseguence -of
a conviction or of the order of a colirt, he is disqualified from
holding a driving licence under the Road Traffic Acts (Northern
Ireland), 1926 to 1955, to drive a vehicle of. that class or
description.

. (3) This- Article shall be without prejudice to sub section
1) of section elghteen of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland),
1955 (which imposes age limits on young persons driving motor
vehicles) but sub-section (3) of section eighteen of the said Act
(which makes it unlawful for, a person under twentv one to drive
celtain heavy motor vehicles) shall not apply in relation to a
person driving a motor vehicle in pursuance of this Article if he
has attalned the age of eighteen years.

(4) The 1nterpretab1ve provisions of the Vlsltmg Forces
Act, 1952, shall apply for the interpretation of thls Article.

3. The Second Schedule to this Order shall have effect as
respects the driving permits referred to in Artlcles 1 and 2 of
this Order. ‘

Lighting of ‘Vehz'cles bro‘ught temporarily into Northern Ireland

4. Regulations under Part IV of the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934(b), or Part IV of the Road
Traffic - Act (Northern Ireland), 1955, may either wholly or
partially, and subject to any cond_itions, vary,. or grant
exemptions from, the requirements of those Acts in the case of
motor vehicles or trailers brought temporarily into Northern
Ireland by persons resident outside the United Kingdom or in
the case of any class or description of such vehicles.

Interpretation, Repeals, Citation and Commencement . :
5. In this Order “the Ministry” means. the Ministry of Home
Affairs. :

6.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, Part III of the
Motor Car (International Circulation) Order, 1930(c), shall be
revoked in its application to Northern Ireland )

<+ (2) The revocation of Part III of the said Order of 1930

(under which driving licences may be 1ssued to forelgn drivers

(a) 15&16 Geo 6 & 1 Eliz. 2, c. 6T. (b) 24 & 25 Geo. 5 (N.1.), c. 15.
(¢) SR. & 0. 1930/968 (Rev. XX p. 507; 1930 p. 1680.)
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arriving -in the Unitéd Kingdom) shall not affect any driving
licénce issued before the coming into operation of this Order o1
the application of the $aid Part III in relation to such a licence.
" (3)_The Motor Vehicles (International Circulation) (Road
Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order, 1955(a), shall be revoked.

7.~(1) This Order may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Inter-
?g,g:r%onal Circulation) (Road Trafﬁc) (Northern Ireland) Order,
(2) This Order shéll come. into operation on the date on
which the Convention on International Road Traffic concluded
at Geneva in 1949 comes into force for the United Kingdom,
which date will be notified in the Belfast Gazette.

t leen at Governinent House, Hillsborough, this twenty-
ﬁfth day of June, 1957

MacDermott

Terence O’Neill
Brian Maginess
Arthur Black .

FIRST SCHEDULE
A .
FORM OF INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT UNDER
CONVENTION OF 1949

Page 1
*In dabpermit : :
issued by some Nnita 3 Y . itain a9 ; #*
oﬁh o com“zirz; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
the name o .
that country International Motor Traffic
will appear .
instedd gnd-

‘pages 1 and -2 ' IiNT;ERNA'I‘ION:AL DRIVING' PERMIT
will be drawn . . .

ip inthe . Convention on International Road Traffic of 1949..

that country.

Signature or seal of the issuing authority.

Page 2

This permlt is valid in the territory of all the Contracting States w1th the
exception of the territory of the Contractmg State where 1ssued for the
period of one year from the date of issue, for the driving of vemcles inciuded
in the category or categories mentioned on the last page of this permit,

List of Contracting States (optional) '

It is understood that this permit shall in no- way affeot the obligation of
the holder to conform strictly to the laws and regulations -relating 'toi
residence- or ‘to.the exercise of a professmn Wh1ch are in force in each
country bhrough wh1ch he travels .

(a) SR & O (NI) 1955/114
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v o ‘ 7 Form of International,',-Dr,iving Permit

Part-I ‘
Last
Particulars concerning the Driver: Surname ; 1
Other names* ) 2
~Place of birfh#** . 3
" Date of birth*** - ) 4
Permatient place- -of res1dence - B
Vehicles for whlch the permit is vahd
3 Motor cycles 'with o without a - sidecar, 1nva11d carnages and
three-wheeled motor vehicles with an unladen weight' not

- éxceeding 400 kg (900 1bs.). ‘ i A

" Motor vehlcles used for the transport of passengers and comi-
prising, in addition to the driver’s seat, at most eight seats, or i
those used for the transport of goods and having a permissible ‘B
maximum weight not exceeding 3,500 kg (7,700 1bs.). Vehicles
in this category may be coupled Wlth a light trailer.

Motor vehicles used for the transport of goods and of whlch the
permissible maximum weight exceeds 3,500 kg (7,700 1bs.)
Vehicles in this category may be coupled With a light rtrailer. - C

Motor vehicles used for the transport 6f passengers and com-
prising, in addition to the driver’s seat, more than eight seats.
Vehicles in this category may be coupled with a light frailer. . D

Motor vehicles of categories B, C or D, as authorlsed above, with
other than a light trailer.

“ Permissible maximum welght ” of a vehicle means the weight of the
vehicle and its maximum load when the vehicle is ready for the road.

“Maximum load ” means the weight of the load declared permissible
by the competent authority of the country of registration of the vehicle.

“Light trailers ” shall be those of a permissible maximum weight not.
exceeding 750 kg (1,650 1bs.).

ExXCLusioNn
Holder of thls permit is deprived of the right to drive in (country)

R R o R L L T T TR R R R T R PR PR PR TP TR

~~

[

. =
BY TASON O ..ttt i e e w;
g ]

l'-!-O'u‘lOll'Iltll:"lllltulllﬁu-'l‘.tl' ------------------------------------ B H

Seal 7] »
or st?mp : PIACE tivvvuririnerivienineernnaesininesemmanssnnd . % =
, B
authort . L
Ly Date ..ooverinna PRI YN S PO ,Fﬂ..:os

: o o

Slgnature et ~

. Should the above space be already ﬁlled use any other space
plovided for “ Exclusion ”;

“The entire last page (Parts I and II) shall be drawn up in French

Additional pages shall repeat in other languages the text of Part I of the
last page. They shall be drawn up in Englzsh Russian, Chmese and Spamsh
and other languages may be added.



- International Circulation . . 481

undei Convention of 1949 -
ParT I
Page

A,
Photograph
Seal .
or stamp
B .of .
authority
‘Seal "
or stamp
\ of
! authority
sial
" or stam, .
e of ' p N VR
s \ authomy [l
o Seéal -
P L or st?.mp )
- authorlty A !
- i
Seal
or stamp trecriesiriereees e esererete et aae s a st e e T
E of - Signature of holder**+*
\ authority .
EXCLUSIONS
(countries)
) VPP cevescsesaniedearone ceirerernines Veorrerierereiennnnns e reieeitttareneaeae
II .............. R L R L T R PR T R Y R PR R ee, . VI.-...-..'.-,..._..-..... ..........................
) 1 & S PN crrirrrenenes v VL e e e e
IV eeieieerinniens eeseertereanisenersaiseons T 1 i U

. * Father’s.or.husband’s name may be inserted.
. * If known.

.. #=t Or approximate age on date of issue

Heskdoke Or thumb 1mpressmn
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. B .
FORM OF INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT UNDER
CONVENTION OF 1926

Page 1

¢ In a permit . . ens .

issued by some United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland*
piter couniry ' " -

that country . International Motor Traffic ‘
z‘,;:;iegg”ggtg INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT

e TN '
:%zz Zzii %gwn International Convention of April 24th, 1926-

language of
that couniry

ISSUE OF PERMIT

Issued ab .oovvveimniiciiiriiiiiri i e
)5 - % TN

.Seal of . R . X
authority (Signature of issuing authority).
Page 2
;* Thisfshould The present permit is valid in the terrltory of all the under-
to “the Gaet  mentioned Contracting States for the period of one year from
page of the the date of issue for the driving of vezhlcles 1nc1uded in the
permit. category or categories mentioned on p.

Here insert list, of Contracting States

It is understood that this permit,in no way dlmlnlshes the obhgatlon of the
holder to conform strictly to the laws and regulatlons relating to residence
or to the exercise of a profession which are in force in each country through
which he travels. P 3

age

PARTICULARS CONCERNING THE DRIVER

Photograph

Seal of
authority

Place Of DTt ....cvvevvennenes.. e e, S 3)
Date of birth ........cccevenuene. rrreenan e ORI ORI )
Home address ........... Seeeirereeanrsta st eatsrareen s nn s ea st sh et s nnsisonenne cosnenns (B).
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Form of International Driving rermit undér Convention of 1926
' . Page 4
(Name of country)
EXCLUSION |
o (eurname and By the aathomy 6 Cotntryy.

is deprived of the right to drive In (COURnLIY)....ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinn,
by reason of ....... e A eaeaea e a et a b h e e e e s s n e e b e s e e ea e enens

Seal of

authority

Page 5 and foliowiﬁg pages should repeat the particulars given on page 3
translated into as many languages as may be necessary to enable the Inter-
national Permit to be used in all the Contracting States mentioned on page 2.

‘Here begin last page

AQ@ | B(2 C (3

seal of o Seal of

i Seal of
authority authority

authority

1) A;—Motor vehicles of which the laden weight does not exceed—
3,500 kilog.
(In all languages.)

(2) B.—Motor veh1c1es of which the laden weight exceeds—
’ 3,500 kilog.
(In all languages.)

(3) C.—Motor cycles, with or without side-car.
(In all languages.)

6 5 OO S-anreesmuenasasasasnenssasansnssntensntintinnastsesbensannsatnnanstransans
. Qg PPNt
3 . T D S ST T
L5 AR PO SRR eserrenen. Tereerennrens e

() U cberensataterarenrtoratenstierarnreteranene Heeeeeniaeeeeteteteeaaanen et heteteteannnannres
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SECOND SCHEDULE
VISITORS’ DRIVING PERMITS

1. In this Schedule “driving permit” means a driving permit which
by virtue of this Order authorises a person to drive a motor vehicle without
holding a driving licence under the Road Traffic Acts (Northern Ireland),
19%6 to 1955, and “driving licence” has the meaning assigned to it in those
Acts. ’

hz'i(l) A court by whom the holder .of a driving .permit . is convicted
shall— . }

(@) if in consequence of the conviction or of the order of the court
he is disqualified from obtaining or holding a driving licence, or,
(b) if they order particulars of the conviction to be endorsed on any
o driving licence held by him, :
send particulars of the conviction to the Ministry,

(2) A court shall in no circumstances enter any particulars in a -
driving. permit, . .

3.—(1) The holder of a driving permit disqualified in consequence of a
conviction or of the order of a court from holding a driving licence or a
driving licence for a specified class or description of vehicle shall, if so
required by the court, produce his driving permit within five days, or such
longer time as the court may determine, and the court shall forward it to
the Ministry who shall record particulars of the disqualification on the
driving permit and send the holder’s name and address, together with' the
said particulars, to the authority by whom the driving permit was issued.

(2) If the disqualification does not apply to every class or description-
of motor vehicles for which the permit is, apart from the disqualification,
valid the Ministry shall forward it to the holder and in any other case shall
retain it until the holder leaves Northern Ireland or until the périod of
disqualification expires.

. (3) A person failing to produce a driving permit in.compliance with
this paragraph shall be guilty of an offence under the Road Traffic Acts
(Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1955.

4—(1) A court, on ordering the removal under sub-sections (4) or (5) of
section fifty-seven of the Road Traiffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1955, or under
sub-section (2) of section fifty-eight of the said Act, of a disqualification on
holding or obtaining a driving licence, shall, if it appears that particulars of
the disqualification have been forwarded to the Ministry under paragraph 2
of this Schedule, cause particulars of the Order also to-be forwarded to the
Ministry, and the Ministry shall transmit the particulars to the authority
who issued the driving permit which the person whose disqualification is
removed is shown as holding in the Ministry’s records.

(2) The Ministry shall, where appropriate, enter any particulars so
forwarded to the Ministry in any driving permit held by the Ministry or
forwarded to the Ministry by the applicant and shall then return the
driving permit to the applicant. )

5~—(1). In the following provisions. of the Road.Traffic -Acts (Northern
Ireland), 1926 to 1955, references to a licence shall include references to a
driving permit.- - . - . LT R g

(2)- The said DrOVISIONS AIe— -«-r rever ve s s snverens e

(a) section sixty-one of the Road. Traffic Act (Northern Ireland),
1955 (which relates to the production of documents and the
powers of constables),

(b) sub-section (3) of section forty-two of the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934 (which relates %o
the use of a driving licence by a person other than thé holder
and to forgery of such a licence).
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. EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This Note is not part of the Order; but is intended to
mdzcate its general purport )

ThlS Order glves effect to certain prov1smns of the Conventlon
on Road Traffic of 1949 (Cmd. 7997), and the Convention on Motor
Traffic of 1926 (Cmd. 3510), as respects drivers coming to
Northern Ireland from abroad.

The Order also gives effect to Article IV of the Agreement
regarding the Status of Forces of ‘Parties to the North Atlantic
Treaty (Cmd.. 8279): as respéects driving permits of meémbers of
visiting forces -and' civilian components of such forees. K

Article 1 (1) provides that persons resident outside the United
Kingdom who hold either a Conventlon driving permit or a
domestic driving permit may for ‘one year drive 'in Northerh
Ireland motor vehicles of the class which they are authorised. by
their permits to drive without holding driving licences issued
under the Road Traffic Acts (Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1955.,.

Article 1 (2) provides that in relation to such persons,-if over
18 years of age and driving motor vehicles brought temporarily
into Northern Ireland, the restriction imposed by the Road Traffic
Act (Northern Ireland) 1955, on the driving of ecertain heavy
motor vehicles by, persons under 21 .years shall not. apply.

Article 1 (3) prov1des that persons resident outside the United
Kingdom who hold either a Convention driving: permit. or a
domestic driving permit may. for one year drive in. Northern
Ireland public service’ vehlcles other than taxis brought
temporarily into Northern: Ireland, which theV are authorlsed by
their - permits to drlve Wlthout holdlng pubhc serv1ce vehicles
licences. :

Article -1° (4) prov1des that the previous provisions shall not
authorise persons to drive motor vehicles if they are dlsquahﬁed
from’ dr1v1ng by virtue of a conviction or the order of a court.

Article 1 (5) permits the Ministry to Wlthdraw in" the case of
domestic- driving permlts the rights conferred by paragraphs (1),
(2) ‘and (3) of that Article, Which are not obligatory under either
of the. above-mentioned Conventions of 1926 and 1949. N

Article ‘1" (6) ‘défines ~the expressions “ Conventlon .driving
permit ” and “ domestic driving permit *.

Article 2 in pursuance of Article IV of the above- mentmned
Agreement regardmg the Status of Forces rhakés provision for
members of 4 vigiting forde and members 6f a civilian component
of such a force who hold: foreign driving permits and who are not
disqualified from- dr1v1ng by virtue -of & conviction or the order
of a-court to drive in Northern Ireland motor vehicles -of any
class which they are authorised by their permits to drive without
. holding driving licences issued under the Road ‘Traffic Acts

(Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1955, ‘

-Arficle-3 provides for mod1ﬁcat10ns of . the Road Trafﬁc Acts
(Northern Ireland),. 1926 to 1955, 1n relatlon to the dr1v1ng permits
referred toin Articles 1.and 2. -

Article 4 enables’ regulatlons 1o be made exemptmg vehicles
brought temporarily into. Nerthern Ireland from the requlre—
ments of the Road Traffic Acts regarding lighting. : :
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