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',SCHE:M:E' DATED 28TH AUGUST, 1957, MADE BY THE, MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT 

'(NORTHERN IRELAND), 1949(a). . 

19p7, No. 191 [C] 

:The Ministry of Agricuiture in exercise of the powers conJerred 
on it by Subsection (1) of section 6 of the Agriculture Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1949, and of every other power enabling, it 
ip tha,t,b~hal:f and with the approiValof the Ministry of Finance, 
hereby makes the following. $Cheme:- , 

Slj,or( Title , ' 
J. ''):'1'1i8 SCheme maybe cited as the Agricultural Development 

SCheme" 1957, and shall come -into operation on 1st September, 
1957. ' 

Definitions 
2. In this Scheme, unless the context otherwise requires, the 

following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively 
assigned to them: - ' 

"the Act," means the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland), 
1949; , ' 

"agricultural buildings" mean any permanent buildings 
necessary to the effiCient farming of the agricultural land 
on which they are sited, or to' be' sited,or with which they 
are associated,' but shall not· include dwelling houses, 
movable houses and structures, or !$lass and greenhouses; 

~';1griCl,l1.tural land, " S11;111 have the same meaning as in tb,e 
Agriculture Act, (Nort}:levn Ireland), 1949, but shall not 
include ,apy lanq. used primarily' or mainly Jor the growing 
apd'raising of flowers, or for nursery stock or for wood'­
lanq.s; 

" approved cost" means the cost oJ the work as approved by 
the Ministry for: the purpose of making a grant; 

. "the Ministry" meaps the Mipistryof Agriculture, Northern 
Ireland;:' , ' 

"',occupier " me~ris',a persOn who is ip'occupa~ion,6f any land 
Under an estate or interest, not le'ss than a term of one 
c~l~nc;lar Year; 

~, promoter" means the person who is responsible for 
carrying Ol,lt work approved l1hder this Scheme; 

4,ppltcati()ns. tQr Grant " ," 
,3., , Subj~Gt to the provisions o'f this Scheme, the Ministry may 
maKe paymentS· by way of grants . towards. the cost of carrying 
out o;nagricultural ~anc;l-suCh works as are specified ,in the First 
a,pd. Seccmd SChedUles. heret<;>. 

(a) 12 & 13 Geo. 6, Ch. 2. 
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4. Applications for assistance towards the cost of carrying out 
any of the works specified in the First Schedule hereto will only 
be accepted from persons who are the owners or occupiers of 
the holdings' in respect o~ which application is made. 

5. Any person submitting an application under Parts I and II 
of this Scheme shall do so on a form to be supplied by the 
Ministry, and before commencing any work shall obtain the 
approval, in writing, of the Ministry for the carr.ying Qut of the 
work: 

Provided that in any case in -which the Ministry --is of 
opinion that any of the work specified in Part I of -the First 
Schedule of this Scheme is of such a kind that it should not be 
delayed, provisional approval may be obtained froni the 
Ministry's Oounty Agricultural Executive Officer, but any 
approval so given must be confirmed in writing by the Ministry 
before the work is eligible for a grant. 

PART I 

LAND -IMPROVEMENT 

6. The Ministry will not -approve an application under this 
Part of this Scheme from any person in respect -of a farm on 
which work approved under a previous .application has still to 
be completed unless_ it is satisfied that the additional work 
proposed is necessary in order to safeguard, -in thl;) public interest, 
the supply oJ food or other agricultural pr.oducts. 

7. Except as provided herl;)to and in the next succeeding 
paragraph the grant for work carried out under this Part of this 
Scheme shall be at the rate of 50 per cent. of the approved cost 
of labour and materials necessary for the completion of the work 
to the satisfaction of the Ministry. 

Provided that 
(i) no :;tpplication for grant shall- be approved' by the 

Ministry unless the total cost of the work specified 
-therein is estimated to be not less than £20; and 

(ii) inthe case of field drainage the maxim:u,m grapt shall 
no~ exceed £25 per statute acre directly drained. 

8. Notwithstanding anything contained in the immediate 
preceding paragraph the Ministry may 

(i) in respect of land mole drained pay grant at the rate 
of 50 per cent. of the approved cost subject -to a 
maximum of £2 lOs. Od. per statute acre, together with 
50 per cent. of the approved cost of piping- the mains 
and/or outlets of the mole drains and such 'other 'Work 
as. in the opinion of the Ministrv. is necessary to 
enable the mole drains to function in a proper 
manner: 
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Provided tb,at the minimum area whicp shall qualify 
for such gral1t shall not be less than two statute acres, 
and that land in respect of' WhiCh 'a grant for mole 
drainage has been given will not again be eligible for 
assistance, under this Scheme until ,a peribd of at least 
five year:s has, elapsed; and 

, (ii) in respect oJ the, construction or reconstructiohof flax 
and catch dams pay grant at a rate which shall not 
exceed 75 per cent. of the cost of the labour involved 
as estimated by the Ministry, subject to the total 

, estimated cost of the work being not less than £6. 
(iii) in respect ,of hill land reclamation w0rk pay grant at 

the rate ,of 50 per cent. of the approved cost of 
ploughing, harroWing, rolling and the purchase, and 
application of fertilisers and,' seeds, subject toa 
maximum grant of' £25 per statute acre. The 
minimum area which shall qualify for grant shall not 
be less, tnah two statu.te acres., . 

9. The Ministry, with tb,e approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
may Vary the maximum grant in respect of all or anyone Cif the 
works ,specified in paragraphs 7 and 8 above. 

PART II 

WATER SUPPLIES 

10. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
approved for the s1ipplyof water to' agricultural land and 
agricultural buildings and, where water' of .suitable purity for 
domestic use is available, as an extension· to- dWelling houses on 
farms occupied as farm houses or by agricultural workers. 

11. The l\t,tinistry may require applicants ;for assistance under 
this Part of this Scheme to submit· tenders for the cost of the 
work fr,om two ormore recognised persons or firms in the trade. 

12, The 'Ministry may witnholq .appr:~v·al. o'fany application 
lJnder this Part ,of this Scheme in any case. Where it is of opinion. 
that tp"~proposed source· of supply is not, suitable and adequate 
for the requirements, of the .farm, or that the cost is not reason­
able in relatIon to the bene:qts likely to be derived in the form 
of increased production. and greater efficiency in the working 
of the farm. 

,13. Assistance towards the cost .of any work for the supply 
. Of water from a private source will not normally be approved 
in any case where it appears to the Ministry that a supply from 
an existing 'main is available, or where it appears probable that 
a ,mains supply will be obtainable within a reasonable period. 

14. Grants· will be paid only in respect of the approved cost 
.of s~curing and laying on of water to agriculturai land, 'agricul­
.tura! buildings and dwelling houses, and of such part of the 
cost QJ internal fittings i1;1 farm huildings a~ are specifically 
approved by the Ministry. . 
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. -15: Except as prqvided hereafter the grant shaH be at the rate 
of 50 per cent. of the appr.oved cost ot secuting' a water supply 

· and, of the. labour and materials required fat thecqmpletion of 
· t:Q.e works to the satisfac·tion of the Ministry:' . . 

ProvIded that no application tor grant· shall be approved 
by the Ministry unless the total cost of the Work specified therein 
is.el$tima'ted to be 'not less than £25. 

GENERAL 

16~ The Ministry shall, in its consideration of any application 
for assistance under Parts I and II of this Scheme, have regard 
as to whether the work is economic in relation to the size of the 
holding and the kind of farming practised,and in any such 
consideration shall also have regard to the provisions of the Act, 
having for their purpose the securing that 'agricultural land is 
·maintained in good condition and farmed iIi accordance with the 
rules of good husbandry, and of safeguardIng in the public 
in~erest the supply of food or other a~ricultural products. 

17.. The Ministry may make such inspections of the work as 
it considers necessary to ensure that it is carried out in a proper 
manner, and the promoter shall afford to the' Ministry, or to any 
of its Officers, such tacilities and help as may be required in 
carrying out such inspections. 

18. The promoter shall be solely responsible for carrying out 
,any work approved under Parts I and II of this Scheme and for 
obtaining all, sUch consents, agreements :;t.nd wayleaves as are 
necessary to enable the work to be done, and for complying with 
any ]?equirement under any enactment or' ;bye-law affecting 'the 
work to be done. 

19. ln any 'case where two or more pers0ns desire to join 
together to do work under Parts I and II of this Scheme for the 
benefit· of their several holdings such application shall be 
regarded as a joint application, and the M;inistry shall require 
the agreement in such 'form as it may Specify, Of. the several 

· parties to the proposed work and of such other' persons or bodies 
· as have an interest in the lands affected by the proposed works, 
and the Ministry will further require the several patties· to 
nominate as promoter one ·of the persons on whose iand the work 
is to be done, or such other persoh as the parties may themselves 
appoint. . . 

. " 20. The Ministry will, as a condition of any approvalfo.r works 
'to be done under Parts I and II of this Scheme·, tequire the 
promoter .to. give an underta.king to maintain the work's in good 
order, and, should the promoter fail So to maintain the works 
+,0' its satisfaction; the Ministry may require him to refund either 

,Ill whole or in part the amount ,p~id as grant. 
" ; 

. 21. PromoteTs shall inform the Ministry of the date on whic,h 
they propoSE? to commence any work approved und.er Parts I aml 
11 of this Scheme, and shall ~lso notify the.Ministry of the d~te 
on which the work is completed. '. . . 
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22 ... The Ministry may require promoters of works under Parts 
r· and II 0; this Scheme to keep and to produce for inspection 
such records and properly receipted vouchers and such other 
inlormation as it may consider necessary in respect of the 
"ean~ying out of the work. : 

.. :. 23. Ip any case in which the Ministry has paid a grant or. 
completed works and where a further application is received 
having for its purpose the extension to, or the improvement of, 
such works the Ministry may, in so far as it thinks. it reasonable 
to "db so, take into account the amount paid in grant in respect 

. of the previous work: 

Provided, however, that the amount payable by way of 
grant shall in no case exceed the amount which would have been 
eligible or paid had the last application been submitted and 
.appr.ov~~ as part of the original application . 

. 24. 'The Ministry may from time to time make payments by 
way of. advances of grant on parts of the work which have been 
completed in accordance with the approval issued and with the 

·condi.tions Of this Scheme, provided that in no case shall the 
payment by way of advance exceed 50 per cent. of the estimated 
~pprovedcost of the work done at the. time the payment of the 
advance is made. 

25. The Ministry may, notwithstanding any approval which 
it may have given, cancel such approval, or reduce, or withhold 
in.whole or in part a grant in any case in which, in the opinion 
of'the Ministry, the work has not been carried out in accordance 
with the terms of the approval, or where the work has not been 
f1J;l1y or satisfactorily ·completed within a reasonable time, or 

.has not been done in a manner which will lead to the efficient 
wOTking of the holding, and in each of these respects the decision 
of the Ministry shall be final: 

Provided that any such cancellation of approval shall not 
. prejudice the approval .of any new application submitted. 

~t6. The Ministry may reduce or withhold in whole or in part 
the grant payable in respect of any work carried out under Parts 
J and II of this Scheme· ~f othet assistance is given out of public 
or Trust funds towards its cost. 

o • 

27. The Ministry shall not pay any grant in respect 'of any 
"work done under this Scheme, notwithstanding that such work 
has been approved. in any case in which the person who would 
otherwise be entitled to receive the grant is convicted in any 
Court of Law for fraudulent practices in connection with that 
work.' . . . 

28. The Ministry may fix a period or periods in each year 
during which applications under Parts I and II of this Scheme, 
or in respect of anyone or more of the works specified in Parts 
I.and II of the First Schedule to this Scheme may be submitted, 
provided that if such period or periods are fixed the Ministry 

-~ 
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shall.give notice in·two or more newspapers circulating in each 
County of the periods during which applications may be 
submitted: . 

Provided that, notwithstanding any such period or periods. 
being fixed, the Ministry may receive applications during other 
periods o.f the year in any case in which it is of opinion that the 
Wotk proposed to be done is necessary in the interests of food 
production or of efficient farming. . 

2~. The 'Ministry's decision on any question arising out of 
any application made under Parts I and II of this Scheme shall 
be final. . 

PART "III 

'30. Whereas by virtue of Sections: 12 and 13 Of. the Agriculture 
Act, 1957(a), passed by the Parliament of the United, Kingdom, 
which applies to Northern Ireland, the person or persons carrying 
out certain improvements to their lands in Northern Ireland set 
forth in the Second Schedule to the said Act may become entitled 
to grants representing one-third of the approved cost thereof out 
of moneys provided by that Parliament; it is hereby provided 
that in any case where such grants have be.en approved for 
payment under the said Act for any of the Works specified in 
the Second Schedule hereto the Ministry may mak;e an. addItional 
grali.t amounting to one-sixth of the cost of such works as finally 
approyed to the person'or persons entitled thereto as aforesaid. 

'. 31. The Agricul turai Development Scheme, 1954, dated April 27th, 
1954, S.R. & O. 1954 No. 70 is hereby revoked but any application 
made or consent, authorisation, or approval issued or given under 
a.ny of the provisions of that Scheme shall, if in force at the 
commencement of this Scheme, and so ~ar as it could have been 
made, issued cr .given under this Scheme, continue in force and 
have effect as if made, issued or given under the corresponding 

. provision of this Scheme. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture 
for Northern Ireland this 29th day of August, 1957, 
in the presence of 

(L.S.) (Sgd.) W. A. V. San,(l.erson, 
Assistant Secretary. 

'1;'he ·Ministry. of Finance hereby approves of the foregoing 
Scheme .. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Finance 
for Northern Ireland this 29th day of August, 1957, 
in the presence of 

., (L.S.) 

(a) 5 & '6 Eliz. 2, .ph. 57. 

(Sgd.) C. J, Bateman, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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WORKS ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT 

PART I 

1. Construction or reconstruction ot field drains in any 
manner which, in the opinion of the Ministry, will ensure lasting 
bepefit. 

2. Construction of mole dra~ns. 
3. Construction or reconstruction of hill drains. 
4. Construction or reconstruction of wideopeh drains. 
5. Reconditioping of $trearhs apd main drains not being main 

watercourses' scheduled under the' J)tairiage Act' (Northern 
Ireland), 1947, (Reprint to 1952). ' 

6." R~clarnation of hill lapd wh~ch, in the opinion of the 
;MirUstry, can only 'be reclaJmed by special measures. 

'7. ,Eradication of bracken by clltting or crushing, the work to 
be carried out "at the proper times in each of thiee successive 
y~a:r&. ' , , 
, 8. Constructional' reconstruction of flax darns (including 
catch darns). 

9. Construction or reconstruction ot roads into turbary bogs 
to facilitate the transport of turf for use on farms. 

10; . "AnY,·0ther works not specified above which Will, in the 
opinion .8f the Ministry, ,improve, any land used ,or to be used 
for agricultural purposes, or which will ~ncrease the fertility of 
.any such land, the productive capaCity of any farm, or which are 

, necessary f0r' the more effictent working of any farm may, with 
the approv.al:of the Ministry of Finance, be eligible for a grant. 
NOTE: Works which are confined to annual repairs and main­

tenance, e.g., the cleaning or reconditioning of sheughs, 
are ·not eligible. 

PART'II 

'WATER SUPPLIES ' 

11. Connections with water sources, including water mainS 
(with, the approval of the appropriate, Water Autnof;ity). 

12. Sinking Of wells. ' ",",' 
13. Lining and heading -of Wells.. .. , '., " 
14. Installation and ereetion or the following types of pumping 

plant together with the necessary storage' tanks," piping and 
fittings including the proVision Of su:i:table buildings or other 
structures or works necessary for the protection of the plant' 
anq ;installation:' , 

Manual pumps; 
engines and pumps; 
electric ,motors an;d pumps; 
hydraulic ramS; , 

oT suchnther typesa;s are, in theopiriion of Ghe Ministty, suitable 
for the Work to be perf0rmed. . 

15. Piping of supplies by gravitation. "from a suitable source. 
16. Supply of drinking troughs '(;0 fields and the laying of 

the necessary pipes and fittings. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

IMPROVEMENTS" ELIGIBLE 'FOR-GRANT 

1. Provision of means of sewage disposal other than from' 
d wel1ing~ house~. 

, I",. 

2. Making and improvement of roads, fords, bridges, railway 
crossings and creeps. " , 

" 

3. Provision or" )aYing~Qn' of electric light or. power for 
agricultural purpose~ to farms to whicb a supply of electricity 
is not" in theoph'iion ot.-the Ministry, like,ly to be maqe available 
frOm a distributing main. 

'4. ProvisiOn of pens an,d"'Qthe,i fiied, ~quipll1ent' for' us~, in 
connection with the sheltering,ga~hering, marking, dipping, 
spraying, treatment or feeding of sheep and cattle. 

5. Making and improvement of permanent fence$(incluciing 
hedges), walls and gates. ' 

,6. Recl'amation of 'waste land, 

7. Removal ,of, hedges and, barrks"filling in of ditches, removal 
of boulders, tree rootsahd, other like ob&tructions to cultivation. 

, , 

B. Any operation incidental to any of the' operations specified 
in the othet paragraphs .of this Schedule or necessary or proper 
in carrying it out or securing the full benefit thereof. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part at the Bcheme, but is intended, to 
indicate its general purport) 

This S'cheme' made under Section 6 of the Agriculture Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1949 amends, the previous Scheme dated 
27th April, 1954 (which is hereby' rev0ked) by deleting para­
gr.aphs 11 to 13 inclusive (relating'to~theconstruction and recol'i­
st:t:uction of sheep' dipping baths), and' paragraphs 20 to: 23 
inclusive (relating to tne purchase and, installation of machines 
for the generation ,of electricity, on farms not likely to be served 
fr.om a distributing main) and certain ,other 'items fr.om the 
Schedule of Works eligible for a grant Of 50 iper,;cent. under that 
Scheme which will become eligible for a grant of one-third under 
the Agriculture Act 1957, and. prov~del?for .the. p:;tyment of an 
additional grant of one-sixth for the items of, worjr S0, removed 
which will qualify, for, a grant under the A.gricu~ture ,AGt 1957, 
bringing the total grant on sucb ~or~s to half the approved' 
cost. 

, " 
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