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AID TO INDUSTRY ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1957,
1957. No. 53. [C]

I the Right Honourable Lord Glentoran H.M.L., Minister of
Commerce for Northern Ireland, with the approval of Capt. the.
Right Honourable Terence M. O’Ne111 Minister of Finance for
"Northern Ireland, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me
by the Aid to- Industry Act (Northern Ireland), 1953, hereby
make the following Order:

1. This Order shall be cited as the Aid to Industry Order
(Northern Ireland), 1957.

. 2. In this Order unless the context otherwise requires, the
following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively
assigned to them, that is to say:—
“the Act” means the Aid to Industry Act (Northern
TIreland), 1953;

“coal” has the meaning assigned to it in the Act, namely:
(a) bituminous coal, cannel coal, coke, anthracite; and

(b) manufactured fuel (other than coke) which is car-

’ bonised to any extent in the process of manufacture

and of which any of the substances mentioned ih

paragraph (a) hereof is the principal constituent;

“ contributions ” means the contributions towards the cost

‘Incurred in acquiring coal which are authorised by Sub-
section 1 of Section 1 of the Act;

- “manufacturing ” means making for sale any article or
substance (including the making or repairing of a ship,
vessel or aircraft) or part of any article or substance in
the course of a trade or business for the making of which

. the use of heat derived from coal or the use of machinery
. operated by heat or power derived from coal is requlred
. orused;

“ process connected with manufacture” includes the
ornamenting, washing, preserving or adapting in the
¢ourse of a trade or business of any manufactured article
or substance for the purpose of making it saleable; :

“person ” includes a limited liability company, a corporation

- established by Act of Parliament or a Local Authonty,
o “Minister 7 means the Minister of Commerce;
s M1n1stry ” means the Ministry of Commerce,

“ electricity consumer ” means.a person who obtains from

~ an electricity undertaking a supply of electric current for
the purpose of a manufacturing process or for the purpose
- of "a process connected with manufacture;
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“gas consumer” means a person who obtains from a gas
undertaking a supply of gas for the purpose of a manu-
facturing process or for the purpose of a process
connected with manufacture;

“registered ” means registered by the Ministry in accord-
ance with this Order or in accordance with the Aid to
Industry Order (N.1.), 1953.

Registration

3.—(1) The Ministry shall maintain a register of persons for
the purposes of the Act and may, subject to the provisions of

this Order, register any person who applies for registration and
who

(a) carries on a trade or business consisting of the
manufacture of goods for sale or of a process oOr
processes connected with the manufacture of goods
for sale, and

(b) satisfies the Minister that the. annual usage of coal in
such manufacture or precessing, either for consump-
tion as fuel or other purpose approved by the
Minister, exceeds 50 tons.

(2) Where a trade or business consists partly of manu-
facturing or a process connected with manufacture and partly
of any other operation or process and the Minister is satisfied,
having regard to the quantity of coal used for the purpose of the
respective operations or processes, that such other operations or
processes are negligible "in effect he may cause the person
carrying on the mixed trade or business to be registered in
respect of the whole of his trade or business; lor where the
Minister is satisfied that the guantity of coal used for manu-
facturing and processes connected with manufacture can be
ascertained separately from the quantity of coal used for the
other operations and processes he may cause the person carrying
on the mixed trade or business to be registered in respect of
the part of the business which consists of manufacturing and
processes connected with manufacture.

(3) Consumers of gas or electricity or both shall for the
purposes of this Order be treated as consuming coal to the extent
of the quantity of coal required in the production of the gas or
electricity so used. For this purpose it has been determined on
the basis of information supplied by gas and electricity under-
takings as to their consumption of coal and their sales of gas
and electricity as the case may be, that the consumption of
17,000 cubic feet of gas or 1,400 units of electricity shall be taken
as equivalent to the consumptlon 0f one ton of coal.

(4) Gas and eleetricity undertakings shall on request
furnish to the Ministry information as to the quantity and cost

of coal used in their undertakings and the quantltles of gas and
electricity sold. ‘

. (B) A registered person who does not in any period of two
consecutive years ‘ending won ithe 31st December in any year
acquire as provided in this Artficle a quantity of coal exceeding
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100 ‘tons (or the equivalent supply of coal, gas and electricity)
shall cease to be registered. The Ministry may register a person
who has -ceased to be registered if the Minister is satisfied that
that person is normally and necessarily using a quantity of coal
exceeding 50 tons per year for the purpose of his trade or
business and that the other requirements of this Article are
fulfilled. , ) :
Contributions ' -

4—(1) Subject to the terms of Section 3(2) of the Act and
of paragraph (3) of this Article the sum in the financial year
ending 31st March, 1958, provided by Parliament under the
terms of the Act and the sum so provided in each succeeding
financial year while the Act continues in force shall be distri-
buted by the Ministry amongst registered persons in the
proportions which the cost of coal severally acquired by such
registered persons as shown on the returns provided for in
paragraph (2) of this Article bear to the total cost of coal
acquired by all registered persons who have furnished the said
returns within the period prescribed in paragraph (2) of this
Article or any extension thereof given by the Ministry under
paragraph (3) save however where coal is used in the form of
gas or electricity purchased by a registered person the cost of
coal per cubic foot of gas or per unit of electricity, as the case
may be, shall be calculated by the Ministry by relating the total
cost of coal used by gas or electricity undertakings in Northern
Ireland to the total number of cubic feet of gas or the total
number of units of electricity as the case may be sold in Northern
Ireland as a whole. ' ‘

(2) Not later than the 30th June in each year each
registered person claiming payment of a contribution under
paragraph (1) of this Article shall furnish to the Ministry, in a
form to be obtained from the Ministry, a return certified as
correct by his Auditors, specifying the total cost and tonnage of
coal acquired by him in connection with the business in respect
of which he is registered during the calendar year ending on the
preceding 31st December or such other accounting period as may
in any particular case be approved by the Ministry, and the
number of cubic feet of gas and number of units of electricity
purchased by him during the said period.

(3) It shall be a condition precedent to the payment of
any contribution that the particulars specified in paragraph (2)
of this Article shall be furnished duly certified as therein and
if in respect of any year ehding 31st December or other approved
accounting period a registered person shall fail to furnish such.
particulars certified as aforesaid within the time in this Order
specified or any extension thereof given in writing by the
Minjstry, such registered person shall not in the financial year
in which such specified time or extension expires participate in
the moneys provided for the purpecses of the Act; the Ministry
may however at-its discreticn permit payment of contribution to
be made to such registered person in the following financial year
in respect of the cost of coal acquired during the year for which,
because of such failure, no contribution was paid to him and
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this shall be in addition to any contribution to which ‘he may be
entitled during the second above- mentloned financial year.

(4) Where the Minister is satisfied that a registered person
has on or before 30th June, 1957, discontinued the business. in
respect 0of which he is reglstered the Ministry shall; having
regard to the circumstances in each case, withhold elther ‘wholly

“or in part, the contribution which would otherwise be payable
to that person under this Order. . )

Applications for Registration

5.—(1) Applications for registration under this Order shall be
made t0 the Ministry on forms to be provided by the Ministry;
provided that applications already submitted under the Aid to
Industry Order (N.I.) 1953 shall be deemed to be appllcatlons
under this Order.

(2) The forms of application shall 1nc1ude 1nforma,t10n
relating to: ‘ : .
the nature of the applicant’s trade or busmess o
the location and premises in which the trade.-or business
is carried on;

the quantltles of coal acquired and supplies of gas and
eleétricity taken;

the number of persons employed ‘

the measures taken to ensure economy in the use -of fuel
or power, and such other information as the Minister may -
reasonably require for the purpose of the Order.

(3) Where in any factory or plant in respect of which
application for registration is made any trade or process other
than manufacture is carried on, the applicant shall furnish such
information to the Ministry as may be necessary either: :

(a) to satisfy the Minister that the consumption of coalj
gas and electric current in such other trade or process
is so small that it may properly be dlsregarded or

(b) to enable the consumption of coal, gas and electric
current in manufacture to be dlstlngulshed from the
consumption in the other trade or process, with a
sufficient degree of accuracy to satisfy the Minister,
and in the latter event, the registered person shall,
in all claims for contr1but10n so distinguish the coal
gas and electric current acqulred or taken by him in
respect of that factory or plant.

_ (4) The information furnished in any Apphcatlon for
Registration shall be authent;cated by a: certificate sighed by the
applicant or if the applicant is a limited company, a.corporation
established by Act of Parliament or a local authority by an ofﬁcer
duly authorised to act for the apphcant

Keeping of Records

6. Every registered person shall keep such records as may be
required by the Ministry and shall deliver up to. the Ministry
siich documents as may be necessary in veriﬁcat;lon -of any
application for payment of ‘contributions,
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Fuel Efficiency

7. Where it appears to the Mlmster that proper economy is
not being exercised in the use of coal, gas or electricity, contri-
butions may be withheld or reduced or the registration revoked;
provided that where the Minister is satisfied that a
reduction in consumption to a level below 50 tons a year
has been brought about by any specific improvement in
the method of utilisation he may cause the registration
-to be continued for such period as he may consider

appropriate.

'I nformation in Registers

8. Imformation received from applicants other 'than the
names and addresses of the reglstered consumers will not be
disclosed.

9. Should any person on the register be convicted of an
offence under the Act or if he shall fail to comply with the
terms of this Order, his registration shall thereupon be deemed
to be revoked but may be restored if the Minister so directs.

Revocation )

10. The Aid to Industry Order (N.I.) 1953, the Aid to Industry
(Amendment) Order (N.I.) 1954, the Aid to Industry (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Order (N.I.) 1955 and the Aid to Industry (Amend-
ment) (No. 3) Order (N.I.) 1956 are hereby revoked, provided
however that any registration made under or for the purposes
of the Aid to Industry Order (Northern Ireland), 1953, shall be
deemed to continue in force despite the revocation of that Order
and shall have the like effect and the like proceedings may be
taken thereon and in respect thereof as if the registration had
been made under and for the purposes of this Order.

11. This Order shall come into operation forthwith.

Given under my hand this 15th day of March One
thousand nine hundred and fifty seven.

Glentoran,
Minister of Commerce for Northern Ireland.

I Capt the Right Honourable Terence M. O’Neill, Minister of
Flnance for Northern Ireland, hereby signify my approval of the
foregomg Order.

Given under my hand this 19th day of March, One
thousand nine hundred and fifty seven,

Terence O’Neill,
Minister of Finance for Northern Ireland.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

- (This note is not part of the Order, but is intended to '
indicate its general purport.)

This Order simplifies the Order made in 1953.

The total amount of aid which may be given in any financial
year remains unaltered at £750,000 and the scheme continues
to be - confined to undertakings manufacturing goods (or
subjecting goods to a process of manufacture) which ‘use a
substantial amount of coal, gas or electricity on such work. This
Order, however, alters the method of distributing the money
authorised by the Aid to Industry Act (N.I.) 1953 by. basing
individual contributions on the cost of coal purchased instead
of on the quantity as heretofore.

Registration

Applications for registration are required to be made on forms
which may be obtained frem the Ministry, but applications sub-
mitted under the Aid to Industry Order (N.I.) 1953 will be deemed
to be applications under this Order.

Payment of Contributions

Registered persons will receive forms on whic¢h application for
payment of. contributions in respect of coal purchases can be
made to the Ministry. Payment will be made once a year instead
of by the quarterly instalments provided for under the 1953
Order.

Fuel Economy

Those who receive contributions are required to exercise
strict economy in the use of fuel and power, and will be expected.
to take any steps that may be necessary (by improvement of
plant, ete.) to ensure that it is not wasted. Where the Minister
has reason to believe that this is not being done, payment of
contrbutions may be withheld or registration may be cancelled.

Reduction or Suspension of Business, etc.

Where, owing to a reduction or suspension of business or other
cause, the quantity of coal, or its equivalent, necessarily taken
for a registered business falls below the qualifying minimum
(50 tons a year) and remains below it for two consecutive years,
registration will be cancelled. This will not prevent the business
becoming registered again, on the same basis as a new business,
if the necessary consumption subsequently increases. Special
consideration will be given in any case where a reduction in
consumption to a level below 50 tons a year has been brought

?bout by specific improvements to affect economy in the use of
uel.
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