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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not form part of the Order but is intended to 
indicate its general purport.) 
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This Order makes minor changes in the procedure for the election of 
members of the Milk Marketing Board and will facilitate the hol~ing of 
elections'. 

1961. No. 192 

FOOD AND DRUGS 

Soft Drinks 

Composition 

[C] 

REGULATIONS, DATED 3RD OCTOBER, 1961, MADE BY THE- MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER SECTIONS 4 AND 68 OF THE 
FOOD AND DRUGS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1958. 

The Ministry of Health and Local Government, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon it by Sections 4 and 68 of the Food and Drugs Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1958(a), hereby ma~es the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Food Standards (Soft Drinks) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1961, and shall come into operation on the 
30th day of October, 1961. 

Interpretation 
"2. In these regulations-

"the Act" means the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland), 1958; 
"catering busine~s" includes the business or undertaking of an inn, pu~lic

house, hotel, restaurant, cafe, tea-shop, buffet, coffee-stall or any place 
of refreshment open to the public, or of a club, boarding house, 
apart~ent house, refreshment contractor, school feeding centre, staff 
dining room or canteen, and the .word "caterer" shall be construed 
accordingly'; 

"fruit juice" means the clean, sound undiluted juice of the fruit or fruits 
from which it is obtained; 

"saccharin" . means the substance defined as such in the edition of the 
British Pharmacopoeia current for the time being; 

"sale by retail" means a sale to a person buying otherwise than for the 
purpose of re-sale but does not include a sale to a manufacturer for the 
purposes of his manufacturing business or a sale to a caterer for the 
pUfJ.~oses· of his catering business or a sale by a caterer for consumption 
on the premises of his catering business 'or any sale by him if he 
provides catering services for the consumer or consumers of such soft 
drinks; and "retailer" shall be construed accordingly; 

.(a) 1958. c. 27. 
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"sell" includes offer or expose for sale or have in possession for sale; 
and "sale" shall be construed accordingly; 

"soft drink" means any liquid suitable or intended for use, either without 
or after dilution, as drink for human consumption; and indudes-
(a) any fruit-juice drink, and any fruit squash, crush, concentrate or 

cordial; . . '. 
(b) soda-water, Indian or quinine tonic-water, and any artificially 

carbonated water whether flavoured or unflavoured; : 
(c) ginger beer and an:y herbal or botanical beer; 
but does not include-
(d) wat~r (except as aforesaid); 
(e) water from natural springs, either in its natural state ot with added 

mineral substances; 
(f) fruit juice, with or without added sugar, or any sljIch juice in 

concentrated (or frozen) form; 
(g) milk or any preparation of milk; 
(h) tea, coffee, dand~lion coffee, cocoa or chocolate, or any, preparation 

of tea, coffee, dandelion coffee, cocoa or chocolate; 
(i) any egg product; 
(j) any cereal product, except-

(i) flavoured barley-water and liquid products used in tM preparation 
of barley-water, and 

(ii) cereal products containing alcohol that are not intoxicating 
liquor as defined in accordance with sub-paragraph, (m); 

(k) meat, yeast, or vegetable extracts, soup or soup mixtures, or 
any similar product; 

(I) tomato or other vegetable juices, or any preparation of any such 
juice or juices; 

(m) intoxiCating liquor as defined in the Intoxicating Liquor Act
(Northern Ireland), 1923(a); 

(n) any other unsweetened drink except soda-water. 
For the purposes of this definition a product shall not be deemed 

not to be a soft drink by reason only of the fact that it is capable of 
being used as a medicine; . 

"sugar" means the product usually known as sugar in commercial usage, 
consisting principally of sucrose; . 

"unsweetened" means containing no added sugar or saccharin. 

Standards 
3.-(1) The standard for those soft drinks for consumption witHout dilution 

which are described in column 1 of Part I of the Schedule shall, as respects 
the proportion of fruit juice, added sugar and the proportion of saccharin 
therein, and as respects other requirements as to composition, be: as set forth 
in relation thereto in the said Part I. . 

(2) The standard for those soft drinks for consumption after dilution 
which are described in column 1 of Part II of the Schedule shall~ as_. respects 

(a) 13 &; 14 Geo. 5. c. 12. 
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the proportion of fruit juice, added sugar and the proportion of saccharin 
therein, and as respects other requirements as to composition, be as set forth 
in relation thereto in the said Part II. . 

4. No person shall sell any food intended for human consumption under 
such a description as to lead an intending purchaser to believe he is purchasing 
any of the soft drinks specified in column 1 of Parts I and II of the Schedule 
unless the food complies with the appropriate standard for that soft drink 
specified in columns 2, 3, 4 and 5 of th" said Parts. . 

5. Where a person sells any food to a purchaser in response to a request 
for any of the soft drinks specified in column 1 of Parts I and II of the Schedule, 
he shall be deeme4 to sell that soft drink unless h,e clearly notifies the purchaser 
at the time of sale that the food is not the soft drink requested. 

Limitations and exceptions 
6.-(1) The standards prescribed by these regulations shall apply only as 

respects-
. (a) sales by retail; 
(b) sales to a retailer; 
(c) sales to a caterer in containers containing not more than one galloll; 

and shall not apply-
(d) in relation to any soft drink which is sold under a clear and conspicuous 

description in writing indicating to an intending purchaser that it has 
tonic, restorative or medicinal properties. and which contains one or 
more medicaments in sufficient quantity to justify the claims made; 

(e) in relation to any soft drink which is sold under a clear and conspicuous 
description in writing indicating to an intep.ding purchaser that it is a 
glucose beverage and which Gontains not less than 23 per cent. weight 
in volume of liquid glucose or, alternatively, not less than 10 per cent. 
weight in volume of dextrose mo~ohydrate; 

(f) as respects added sugar or the proportion of saccharin present, in 
relation to any soft drink sold under a clear and conspicuous description 
in writing indicating to an intending purchaser that it has been prepared 
for consumption by persons suffering from diabetes if that soft drink 
contains no added sugar. 

(2) These regulations shall not apply-
(a) to' any food packed for consumption by Her Majesty's Forces or by 

a visiting force within the meaning of any of the provisions of Part I 
of the Visiting Forces Act, 1952(a), 

(b) to any food intended at the time of sale for export from the United 
Kingdom. 

Penalties 
7. If any person contravenes or fails to comply w.ith any of the provisions 

of these regulations he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on 
summary conviction-

(a) to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding three months, or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment; and 

. (a) 15,& 16 Geo. 6 & 1 Eliz. 2. c. 67. 
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(b) in the case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not exceeding 
five pounds for each day during which the offence continues after 
conviction. 

Legal Proceedings-Application of Act 
8. In any prosecution for an offence under these regulations the .relevant 

provisions of Sections 46, 48, 50 and 53 of the Act shall apply. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and Local Govern
ment for Northern Ireland this 3rd day of October, nineteen hundred 
and sixty-one. 

(L.S.) Wm. 1. Morgan, 
Minister of Health and Local Government. 
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SGHEDULE 

PART I 

821 

Standard for soft drinks, for consumption without dilution 

'Column 1 Column 2 ' Coillmn3 

I 
Column4 I Coillmn5 

Minimum 
qQantityof 
fr!lit juice 

'Minimum Maximum Other (expre~sed 
Description of soft in terms of quantity of quantity, of requirements as 

drink juice of added sugar saccharin to composition 
natural: per per 

strength) 10 gallons 10 gallons 
per 

10gallbns 

Any citrus fruit juice ,48 fluid oz. 18 oz. 82 grains -
arid ,barley drink. 

" , 
Lime juice and 'soda. 48 fluid oz. 18 oz. 82 grains -

Orinks made from - 18 oz. 82 grains To be made from not 
whole fresh oranges. less than St lb. of 

'. ,comminuted fresh 
oranges per 10 gal-
lons. 

Any other description 
of soft drink con-

80 fluid oz. 18 oz. 82 grains -

taining fruit juice. -----
Indian or quinine - 18 oz. 82 grains To co'ntain not less 

tonic-water. I' than t grain of 

I 
quinine (calculated 

, as quinine sulphate 
B.P.) pet pint. 

Soda-water. - - - To contain not less 
than S grains of 
sociium bicarbonate 
per pint. 

Ginger- beer and her- - 18 oz. .82 grains -
bal and botanical 
beers and any other 
description of soft 
drink (except those 
mentioned, in Part 
II). 

1. Where any soft drink referred to 'in the above table contains no't less than 
7t lb. of sugar per.·10 gallons the maximum sacohariil content specified in 
column 4 shall not apply. , 

"2. in the, case of any soft drink referred to in the above table which i~ subjected 
to brewing ih the course of ,its manufacture allowance, sha:ll be made, in assessing 
the mil1irhum quantity of adde<;l sugar therein, for any change in sugar content 
due to cbemical action during 'sucb brewing. 
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PART II 
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Standard for soft drinks for consumption after dilution 

Colllmn I Colllmn2 

Minimum 
quantity of 
fruit juice 

, (expressed 
Description of soft in terms of 

drink juice of 
natural 

strength) 
per 

10 gallons 

Ani}' citrus fruit juice 1t gallons 
, and barley drink. 

Dririks made from 
whole fresh oranges. 

Any other squash, 2t gallons 
crush, cordial or 
concentrate contain-

Column 3 

Minimum 
quantity of 
added sugar 

per 
10 gallons 

7tlb. 

7tlb. 

7tlb. 

Colllmn4 

Maximum 
quantity of 
saccharin 

per 
10 gallons 

foz. 

foz. 

foz. 

Colllmn5 

Other 
require$ents as 
to composition 

To be made from not 
less than 27t lb. of 
comminuted fresh 
oranges ;per 10 gal
lons. 

ing citrus fruit juice. I----..,.-I-----I'-----I-~ _______ _ 

Any squash, crush, 1 gallon 
cordial or concen-
trate containing any 
other fruit juice. 

Any other description -
of soft drink (except 
those mentioned in 
Part I). 

7tlb. foz. 

7tlb. f oz. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

The standards for soft drinks prescribed in these regulations are the same, 
as those contained in the Food Standards (Soft Drinks) Order, 1953, as amended 
by the Food Standards (Soft Drinks) (Amendment) Order, 1954, which were 
made under the Defence (Sale of Food) Regulations, 1943, and which lapsed 
in Northern Ireland on the repeal of those regulations. 
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