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REGULATIONS, DATED 19TH APRIL 1968, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE ROAD'TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1955. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
Section 4 of the ,Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1955(a) and of all 
other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following 
Regulations: -

Citation 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Construction 

and Use) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1968. 

2. The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1967(b) shall have effect as though-

(1) in Regulation 6(1), for the figures and word "13 metres", there were 
substituted the figures and word "15 mettes"; 

(2) for Regulation 14 there were. substituted the following Regulations:

"View to the front 
14. Every motor vehicle shall be so designed and constructed that the 

driver thereof while controlling the vehicle can at all times have a full view 
of the road and traffic ahead of the motor vehicle. 

Windscreen wipers 
14A.-(1) The windscreen of every motor vehicle, which is so con

structed that the driver cannot obtain an adequate view to the front of the 
vehicle without looking through the windscreen by opening the windscreen 
or otherwise, shall be fitted with one or more efficient !;lutomatic windscreen 
wipers. 

(2) Subject to the next following paragraph the windscreen wipers 
required by the la~t prec~ding paragraph shall be capable of clearing the 
windscreen so that the driver has an adequate view of the road in front 
of the near and off sides of the vehicle in addition to an adequate view to the 
front of the vehicle. 

(3) Paragrwph (2) shall apply in the case of vehicles registered 
on or after the 1st October 1969 on and after that date,and,. in 
the case of vehicles registered before that date, on and after 1st October 
1972, being in either case vehicles such as are described in paragraph (1). 

Windscreen washers 
14B.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) every motor vehicle, the windscreen 

of which is required to be .fitted with one or more efficient automatic 

(a) 1955. c. 27. (b} S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1967, No. 75. 
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windscreen wipers by virtue of Regulation 14A or Regulation 46 of the 
Public Service Vehicles (Construction) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1960(c), shall be fitted with a windscreen washer capable of clearing, in 
conjunction with thpse windscreen wipers; the area of the windscreen 
swept by those windscreen wipers of mud or other similar deposit. 

(2) This Re~lation ~hall not apply to 'land tractors, vehicles which are 
incapable by reason of their construction of exceeding 20 miles per hour on 
the level under their own power or vehicles being used for the time being 
as stage carriages ot on any journey incidental to such use and shall apply 
in respect of the vehicles specified in paragraph (3) of Regulation 14A 
as from the dates specified therein in relation to those vehicles."; 

(3) for Regulation 48 (Ovevall length of Trailers) there were substituted 
the following Regulation: _. ' 

"Overall length 
48.-(l) Save as provided in paragraph (2), the overall length of a 

trailer shall not exceed 7 metres: 
Provided that the said maximum length may be i2 metres in the case 

of 'a tvaileF which...,.-' 
(a) has not less than 4 wheels and where the distance between the centres 

of the respective areas of contact with the toad of the foremost and 
the rearmost wheels on the same side of the trailer is not less than 
three-fift1!sofits over~l1 length; and 

(b) is drawn by a motor vehicle having an unladen weight of 2 tons 
or more. 

(2) This Reguiation shall ~~t apply-
(a) to a trailer constructed and normally used for the conveyance of 
, indivisible load'l of exceptional length; 
(b) to a land implement; , 
(c) to a trailer forining part 'of ali articul~ted vehicle; 
(d) to any broken dowi,1 vehicle which is being drawn by a inotor vehicle 

in ·co:o,sequence ,of ,the breakdown;, 
, (e) to a trailer which is a trolley, vehicle in course of construction or 

, delivery; or 
{f) to any: trailer which is drying or mixing plant designed fOF the pro· 

4uction of asphalt or of bituminous or tar macadam ,and used niainly 
for the con~truction~ repair or maintenance ,of roads or which is 
a road plani:ng J)l~chine used as aforesaid if; in any such case, the 
ovemll'length of the tr·ailer together with that of thetnotor vehicle 
by which it is drawn does not exceed 60 feet. 

(3) For the purposes of this Regulation, the overall length of a trailer 
shall be treated as excluding ~ny part of th~ trailer designed ptimarily for 

,'use as a mearis of attacli,ing it toanothet vehicle and any fitting designed 
for use ,in conrj.ection with; a,ny. such part."; , ' 

, (4) in Reg~lation 89; ~fter pa~agraph (4), there were Inser):ed the following 
paragraph: -

"( 4A) Where a, motor, vehicl~ is dr~wing, two ti~ilers only one such 
trailer maye4peed 7 mettes iIi' 0,:,e.ra1l1ehgth, and, where a motor vehiGle is 

'drawing three . trailets, no t:milet in 'the combination of' vehicles shall 
, exceed 7, metres in overall l~ngth."; 

(c) S.R. & O. (N.!:) 1960, No. 91. 
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(5) in Regulation 92-
(a) .in sub-paragraph (5)(b), after the word "road", there were inserted the 

words and figures "before 1st October 1968"; 
(b) after sub-paragraph (5)(b), there were inserted the following sub

pamgraphs :-
"(bb) has a rearward projection exceeding 3 feet 6 inches in length 

but not exceeding 6 feet in length, shall be used on a road 
on or after 1st October 1968 unless the condition specified in 

• paragraph 4 of the said Schedule has been complied with; 
(bbb) has a rearward projection exceeding 6,feet in length but not 

exceeding 10 feet in length, shall be used on a road on or after 
1st October 1968 unless the condition specified in paragraph 3 
of the said Schedule has been complied with; or"; 

(c) in sub-paragraph (6)(b); after the figures and words "10 feet in length",. 
. there were inserted the words and figures "before 1st October 1968,'~; 
(d) after sub-paragraph (6)(b), there were inserted the following sub-

pamgraphs : -
"(bb) where the load has a rearward projection exceeding 3 feet 

6 inches in length but not exceeding 6 feet in length, on or 
after 1st October 1968, unless the condition specified in para
graph 4 of the said Schedule has been complied with; 

(bbb) where the load has a rearward projection exceeding 6 feet in 
length but not exceeding 10 feet in length, on or after 1st 
October 1968, unless the condition specified in paragraph 3 of 
the said Schedule has been complied with; ,and"; and 

(e) after sub-paragraph (6)(c).there were inserted the following sub
pamgraph:-

"(d) on and after 1st July 1968 where the load is carried on an 
articulated vehicle not exceeding 15 metres in overall length and 
which is not constructed and normally used for the conveyance 
of indivisible loads of exceptionallyngth where the overall length 
of the articulated vehicle together with any forward or ryarward 
projections of the load exceeds 55 feet, unless the condition 
specified in paragmph 1 of the said Schedule has been complied 
with;"; and' 

(6) in Schedule 4, in Part 1- . 
(a) in paragraph 3, after sub-paragraph (g); there were inserted the 

following proviso:-
"Provided that the conditions in /luib-paragraph (b) so far as it 

relates to side projection surfaces and the conditions in sub
paragraph (d) shall not apply by reason only that a vehicle has 
a special appliance or apparatl,ls, or is carrying a 'load, which has 
a rearward projection exceeding 6 feet in length but not exceeding 
10 feet in length."; and 

(b) in paragraph 4, in the definition of "·relevant projection", after the 
words "in sub-paragraph (b), thete were inserted "or (bb)". 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern 
Ireland this 19th day of April 1968, in the presence of 

(L.S.) W. G. Robinson, 
A$~i~tant Secretary. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to 
, indicate their general purport.) 

These Regulations further amend the Motor Vehicles (Construction and 
Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1967 by:-

1. increasing the maximum permitted overall length of articulated vehicles 
from 13 metres to 15 metres (Regulation 2(1»; . 

2. varying the existing provision as to windscreen wipers so as to require 
the windscreens of all motor vehicles, with some exceptions, to be fitted 
with one or more efficient automatic windscreen wiper's capable of 
clearing the windscreen so that the driver has an adequate view of the 
road to the front and in front of the near and off sides of the vehicle; 
and requiring all motor vehicles which are required to be fitted witJh 
automatic windscreen wipers, other than land tractors, certain slow 
moving vehicles and stage carriers, to be fitted with a w.indscreen washer 
capable of clearing, in conjunction with the windscreen wipers, the 
area of :the windscreen swept by the windscreen wipers, of mud or other 
similar deposit; these requirements apply to vehicles registered on or 
after 1 st October 1969 on and after that date and to those registered 
before that date on and after 1st October 1972 (Regulation 2(2»; 

3 .. increasing, subject to specified conditions, the max:i.inum permitted 
overall length of draw-bar trailers from 7 metres to 12 metres. 
(Regulation 2(3»; 

4. restricting the overall length of trailers when ,two or more are being 
drawn by a motor vehicle (Regulation 2(4»; 

5. requiring vehicles, having projections to the rear or carrying loads which 
project to the rear of a vehicle which are mOre than 6 feet in length 
instead of 10 feet to indicate the projection by means of the marker board 
prescribed in paragrruph 3 of Part I to Schedule 4, on and after 1st October 
1968 (Regulation 2(5)(a) to Cd) and 2(6»; and 

6. requiring ~he police to be given advance notification of the movement of 
certain articulated vehicles not exceeding 15 metres in length where the 
overall length of the articulated vehicle and its load exceeds 55 feet, 
on and after 1st July 1968 (Regulation 2(5)(e». 

1968. 'No. 105 

This Order has been e4empted from printing by regulations (S.R. & O. (N.l.) 
1958, No. 195) made under the Statutory .Rules Aot (Northern Ireland) 1958. 
A summary is given in the List of Statutory Rules and Orders ,of a Local Character 
under the heading PUBLIC HEALTH. 
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