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ROAD TRAFFIC 

Approved Driving Instructors 

No. 274 

[C] 

REGULATIONS, DATED 11TH DECEMBER 1968, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTIONS 51 AND 56 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN 
IRELAND) 1967. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
Sections 51 and 56 of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(a) and all 
other powers enabling it in that behalf hereby makes the following 
Regulations: -

Citation and Commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Approved 

Driving Instructors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1968 and shall come into 
operation on the 31st December 1968. 

interpretation 
2. In these Regulations the expression
"Ministry" means the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
"Register" means the Register of persons approved by the Ministry as 

qualified to give instruction in the driving of motor cars. 
"Examination" means the examination of ability to give instruction in the 

driving of motor cars referred to in Regulation 11 and prescribed in 
Schedule 1. 

3. An application for Registration shall be made in, such form 'and contain 
such information as the Ministry may determine. ' 

4. The Register shall be in such form and contain such particulars as the 
Ministry may determine and shall be compiled and maintained by an officer of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (hereinafter referred to as the "Registrar"). 

Registration 
S. The Registrar shall enter in the Register'the name of a person who duly 

applies for the en1rry of his name therein if that person satisfies the Registrar 
that the following conditions are fulfilled in his case:-

(a) that he has passed the examination and test of ability to give instruction 
in the driving of motor cars as specified in Schedule 1; 

(b) that he is the holder of a current licence of one of the following kinds, 
that is to say-
(i) a licence to drive a motor car granted under Section 13 of the Road 

Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1955(b); 
(ii) a licence to drive ,a motor car granted under the corresponding law 

in force in Great Britain; . 

(a) 1967. c. 38 (N.l.). (b) 1955. c.27. 
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and at no time during the peripd' of four yeats 'ending with the day on 
which the application is made did he not hold one or other of the aforesaid 
licences, or a current foreign licence, that is to say, a ·document issued 
uMer the law of a country outside the Uhlted Kingdom authorising the 
holder to drive a motor vehicle in ·that country; 

(c) that he has' not during any part of the said period been disqualified 
under Section 57 of the Road TraffiC Act (Northern Ireland) 1955 Or 
.under the corresponding law in Great Britain from holding or obtaining 
a licence to drive a motor vehicle nor been subjected to the restrictions 
imposed by the Motor Vehicles (Restriytions on Drivers) ·Regulations 
(Northern I:i:elanc)) 1968(c) for more than 12 months: 

.(d) that apalt from- ·:fulfilment ~fthe foregoing conditions he is Ii fit and 
proper petso:p. to h~LVe his. name entered in the Register. 

Period of Registration 
6. The period of registration sh:all be two years :beginning with the date on 

which the entry of the name was made.' 

E~tension .of J)urati(Jn of Registration . 
7. A person shall be entitled on payment of tpe fee specified in 

Regulation 10(3) to have his name retained in the Register for a further period of 
two years if he' satisfies the Registrar that the following conditions~re fulfilled 
in his case, thl;j;t is to say- . . 

(a) ,that he has not refuseq"t6·unde:r,:go apractiool test such as.is mentioned 
~n Regulation 12. dllring the previ0us period of registration; 

(b) that his ability and fitness to gi·ve instruction in the driving ohnotor' 
cars continue, havin,g regard to any such test which he has. undergone 
during the saidPe1.iod, to be of a satis~actory standanl; 

(c). t4at he has not d~rillganypart of. the said period been disqualified for 
, holding,9r obtaining a licence to drive a motor vehicle; 

(d) that apart from the fulfilment 'of the foregoing conditions he continues 
to be a fit and proper person to have his name entered in the Register. . 

Removal of Names from Register 
;8;-':""(1) The Registrat inl;l.Y rem'pve the name of a person from 1Jhe Register 

if th~ Regi$trar i§ satisfied that a~ allY time since it Was last retained any of tne 
following conditions wete fulfilled" in the case of that person-

(a) that he was disqualified under Section 57 of the Act of 1955 froni 
holding or obtaining a licenCe to drive a lUotor vehicle granted under 

,the said Act; ".. . 
(b) thatheifefuse<L to undergo a practical test .such as is mentioned in 

Regulation 12; .'.' . 
(c) that he fitlIed to pass such a test; 
(dr "that he. ceased to, be a fifand proper person to nave ~is name included 

in: the Register;. :. . , '. . . . 
(e) that the entry of hi~ name in the Register, or the .retentionof his nl;j;me 

. . therein, was made by ini~take o~ p;rocured :by fraud. . 
" . 

(2) The Registrar shall not remove the name of a person from the Register 
under this Regulation unless he has giVell notice to the person yonCerned ~d 

" · 

(c) .S.E..' &. O.(N,I,) 1968, No. 4~. 
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has .considered any representation~ the person has made within sixteen days 
from the date of the notice. or such longer period as the R¢gistrar may in. special 
circumstances allow. . 

Appeals 
9. A person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Registrar-
(a) to refuse an application for the entry of his name in the Register, 
(b) to refuse an application for the retenti(;>n of his nanre in the Register, 

or 
(c) to remove his name froni· the Register 

may by notice in writing appeal to fue Minister of Home Affuirs within a period 
of thirty days from ,the date of the notice of the decision or such longer period 
as the Minister may in special circumstances allow, and the ~inister may 
make such order as he. thinks fit having regard to the circumstances. 

Fees 
iO.-{l) A person applying to ·submit· himself to the written part of the 

examination shall pay a fee of £5. 

(2) A person applying to submit himself to the praCitioal part of the 
exam,ination shall pay a fee of £5. 

(3) The fee to be paid by a perso;o: who applies for the retention. of his 
name in the Register for a further period of two years shall be £5. 

Examinations and Test$ of Ability to Give Driving Instruction 
11.-(1) The ex'amination shall consist of a written part and a practical 

paJ,t as set out in Sohedule l. 

(2) Unless the person who is applying to have his name entered in the 
Register is exempted under Regulation 13 from the Written part of the examina
tion. he must pass such written pant before he takes the practical pam thereof 
and he musthave passed such written part. not earlier than three years before the 
date on which he takes the practical par(: thereof. 

Tests.of Continued Ability to Give Instructio.l1 
12. The entry of a person's name in the Register shal11;>e subject to the 

c~:t).Qition that so long as the name is therein that person will; if at any time 
s.o -required by $e Registrar, undergo a practical test of his continued ability 
and fitness to give instructiqn in the driving of motor cal's as set out in· 
Schedule 2. . 

Exemption from Regulations 
13.-(1) The Registrar may exempt from the concfition specified in 

Regulation 5(a) a person who satiSfies the Registrar that his. name was, on or 
after 31st December 1966, in the correspondingR,egister established l.lrider the 
law Qf GreaJI: Britain and that he is residen~ in Northern Ireland . 

. (2). The.RegisVar .may exempt from the written part of th~.examination as 
prescnbed In Regul~tlOn 11(1) a person who satIsfies the Regtstrar that at the 
d!tte of the . poming into operation of these Regulations his name was in the 
Register of Instructors maintained yither by the Motor School/! As.sociation of 
Gr~at Britain Limited or the Royal AutOlnobile Club. 

Official Title 
14. The official title or description for lise by persons registered in the 

Register shall be "Ministry of Home Affairs Approved.Driving Instructor". 
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Certificate 
1$. The certificate which may be displayed by such persons shall be in the 

form set out in Schedule 3. . . . 

Sealed with rtte Official Seal of the Ministry of Hqme Affairs for Northern 
Ireland this 11th day of Decem1;>er 1968. . 

(L.S.) W. G. Robinson, 
Assistant Secretary. 

'The Ministry of Finance hereby approve.s of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of 
Regulation 10. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the' Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Ireland this 17th day of December 1968. 

(L.s.) James V. Morrison, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

EXamination of ability to give Instruction 

No. 274 

1. Written part of examination 
The written part of ,the examination for entry to the Register shall consist of 

a theoretical examination, which each candidate shall be required to answer from 
his own knowledge, on all or any of the following subjects:-

(a) The principles of road safety generally and their application in particillar 
circumstances. 

(b) The technique of driving a car correctly, courteously and safely, including 
control of the vehicle, road procedure, recognising hazards and taking 
proper action, dealing properly with pedestrians and other road users. 
and the use of safety equipment. 

(c) The tuition required to instruct a pupil in driving il- car, including the items 
set out in sub-paragraph (b), the correction of the pupil's errors, the 
manner of the instructor, the relationship between instructor and pupil 
and simple vehicle adapta:tion for disabled drivers. 

(d) The Highway Code and other matters in the booklet in which' it is 
published. 

(e) The booklet "Advice on the Driving Test" (D.L.2) issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and published by H.M. Stationery Office'. 

(f) The interpretation of the reasons for failure appended to the Statement of 
Failure to pass the test of competence or of fitness to drive prescribed 
by Regulation 4 of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1965(d). 

(g) Knowledge, adequarte to the needs of driving instruction, of the mechanism 
and design of a car. 

2. Practical part of examination 
(1) The practical part of the examination for entry .to the Register shall consist 

of tests of eyesight, driving technique and instructional ability, and the candidate 
shall be required to reach the qualifying standard in all three tests on one and the 
same occasion. 

(2) The test of eyesight shall be a requirement that the candidate read, in good 
daylight, a motor vehicle registration mark containing white letters and figures 
34 inches in height on a black surface at a distance of 100 feet, or 3-1- inches in height 
at a distance of 90 feet, in either case with the aid of glasses if worn. 

(3) The test of driving technique shall be as follows:-
(a) The candidate shall be required to satisfy the examiner that he has an 

adequate knowledge of th~ princiI?les of goo~ driving and road safety 
and that he can apply them ill practIce. In partIcular, he shall be required 
to satisfy the examiner on ,all or any of the following subjects:-
(i) his expert handling of controls; 
(ii) his use of correct road procedure; 

(iii) his anticipation of the actions of other road llsers and taking of 
appropriate action; 

(iv) his sound judgment of distance, speed and timing; and 
(v) his consideration for the convenience and safety of other road users. 

(b) The candidate will be asked to demonstrate his ability to perform all or 
any of the following manoeuvres : ~ 
(i) move away straight ahead or at an angle; 
(ii) overt!l;ke, meet or cross tne path of other vehicles and take an appro

pnate course; 
(iii) turn right-hand and left-hand corners correctly; 
(iv) stop the vehicle as in an emergency; 

(d) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1965, No. 42. 
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, (V) drive the vehicle backward~ and whilst so doing enter limited openings 
" to the right and to the 1e:6t; and 

(vi) turn the vehicle around ill the road to face in the opposite direction by 
. the' use of forward and reverse gears. 

(4) The following provisions shall have effect with regard to the test of 
instructional ability, that is to say:-

(a) The candidate shall be required to demonstrate his knowledge and ability 
by giving practical driving instruction to ,the examiner acting as his 
pupil, assuming the examiner to be, successively, an absolute novice, 
a learner driver with some knowledge, and a learner driver who is at 
about driving test standard, and for each of these three phases the 
examiner will nominate one or more of the following subjects as the 
basis of the instruction;-
(i) explapation of the controls; 
(ii) moving ciff and making normal progress; 
(iii) driving the vehicle backwards and while SO doing enterip.g limited 

openings to the right and to the left; 
(iv) turning the vehicle around in the road to face in the QPposite 

direction, using forward and reverse gears; 
'(v) parking close to the kerb, using reverse gears; 
(vi) using the mirror, and explaining how to make an emergency stop; 

(vii) approaching corners; 
(viii) judgment Qf speed and general road positioning; 

(ix) dealing wirth road junctions; 
(x) dealing with cross roads; 
(xj) meeting, 'crossjng the path of, and overtal4ng' other vehicles~ and 
(xii) allowing adequate clearance for other road users, and dealing with 

pedestrian crossing/l. 
"': (b) The 'candidate shall be assessed on ·the method,clarity, adequacy and 

, . correctness of his instruotion, the observation and correction of driving 
errors comil1itted by his pupil and his manner generally.' 

(c) A candidate for the practical pal1t of the examination shall provide, at his 
own expense, a motor car for the purposes of that part, in respect of 
which the following conditions shall 8!pp1y:-

(i) !\:he vehicle shall have four wheels and be-
(a) constructed solely for the C8!rriage of passengers and ,their effects and 

fitted with a rigid roof, with or without a sliding panel, or 
(b) a dual-purpose vehicle, this is to say, a vehicle constructed or adapted 

for the carriage of both passengers and goods or burden of any 
description being a vehicle of which ,the Unladen weight does not 
exceed 2 tons and which satisfies the conditions as to construotion 
specified in Section 9" of the Act of 1955; 

(ii) the vehicle shall be in proper condition, shall carry no advertisements or 
signs which might cause other road users to believe that it is being used 
for the purpose of giving driving instruction or that the driver is not a 
qualified driver, shall have a readily adjustable driving seat and a seat 
for a forward-facing front passenger, shall have its steering wheel on its 
off side, and shall be.provided with a means whereby the driver may, 
independently of ,the use of the accelerator or the brakes, gradually vary 
the pl"Oportion of the power being produced by the engine which is 
transmitted to the road wheels of the vehicle; 

(iii) there shall be in existence an insurance covering the vehicle during the 
practical part of the examination against any liability of the candidate or 
the examiner as the driver or the person in charge of the vehicle for the 
death of or injury to third parties as required by Part II of the Motor 
Vehicles and Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1930(e) and to any 

(e) 20 & 21, Geo. 5. c. 24 (N.!.). 
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passengers in the vehicle, including official passengers, and against any 
liability of the examiner whilst he is driving or in charge of the vehicle 
for damage to the vehicle or to aI),y other property; and 

(iv) the candidate shall have with him: two distinguishing marks in the form 
set out in Sohedule 7 to the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) Regulations 
(NortheI1J. Ireland) 1965, which are capable of being displayed when 
required during the practical part of the examination in a conspicuous 
manner on the front and on the back of the vehicle. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Test of continued ability and fitness to give Instruction 

The following provisions shall have effect with regard to the test, that is to 
say:-

(1) The test shall consist of the attendance of the examiner while the candidate 
is giving tuition to a pupil, and the pupil being instructed during such 
a test shall not be the holder of a full licence to drive a motorcar issued 
under Part IT of the Act of 1955. 

(2) The candidate shall be assessed on his instructional ability,' 'and, in 
particular, ill respect of the following qualities : - . 
(a) his method, clarity, adequacy and correctness of instruction; 
(b) his ob!)ervation and proper correction 'of the pupil-'s errots; 
(c) his manner, patience and tact in dea~g with the pupil; an~ 
(d) his ability to inspire confidence. 

(3) The candidate shall pl'Ovide a motor car which is a p,assenger vehicle in 
proper condition for such a test and in respect of which there shall be in 
existence at the time of the test a proper insurance, and the cover shall 
include the liability of the driver and the peI"$on in chargeo£ the. vehicle 
to passenger!) in the vehicle. ' 

.. 1 
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,SCHEDULE 3 

:(i:9~ ofCertiij~atli of ~egistratio~ 

Regulation 13 

I MINISTRY OF HOME A,FFAIRS APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 

cC Photograph 

:, I 

'-,.\ 

Sjgnature of holder: 

I 

37A 

The Ministry of nome ,Affairs 

has approved 

I_~~I." 
as qualified' to: give instruction ill the 

drivin,g of motor cars 

TIPS CERTIFIGA1E 

I is valid until the of 

SIGNED 

DATE 

NUD;lber .........•........ 

REGISTRAR 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

No. 274 

These Regulations a:uthorise the setting up of a Register of Driving 
Instructors approved by the Ministry as qualified to give instruotion in the 
driving of motor-cars. 

The Regulations prescribe:-
1. The conditions to be fulfilled for registration as an approved Driving 

Instructor (Regulation 5). 

2. That if:he initial period of registration shall be two years (Regulation 6). 

3. The conditions to be fulfilled for continued registration (Regulation 7). 

4. Circumstances under which a person's name may be removed from the 
Register (Regulation 8). 

5. The procedure for appeals to the MiniSJter against a decision of the 
Registrar-there is no right of appeal againSJt the decision of the 
Supervising Examiner on the written examination or practical test 
<Regulation 9). 

6. Fees to be paid for registration and renewal of registration (Regulation 10). 

7. The syllabus for the wriitten examination, practical test and test of continued 
ability (Regulations 11 and 12 and, Schedules 1 and 2):" . 

8. Conditions to be fulfilled for exemption from the written examination 
and/or the practical test (Regulation 13). 
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