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1969. No. 186 [C] 

,NORTHERN IRELAND RAILWAYS COMPANY LIl\.flTED 

Automatic Barriers at Level Crossi~gs 

ORDER,* DATED 19TH JUNE 1969, MAnE BY THE MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT 
UNDER SECTION 66 OF THE TRANSPORT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1967. 

The Ministry of Development in exercise qf the powers conferred tIpon it by 
section 66 of tp.e Transport Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(a) aDd of all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf hereby makes the following Order: ~ 

1. This Order may be cited as' the Northern treland Railways' '(Public 
Level Crossings) Order 1969. 

2. In this Order:-
"nearside" means the left-hand. side of the road or carriageway in relation 

to a person approaching the level crossing alo;ng the road or carriageway 
and "offside" means the right-hand side of the road or carriageway in 
relation to any sqch person.' 

3. The ,railway undeltaking, shall at the level crossings specified ~n, 
Schedule 1: ~ 

, (li) provide, maintain and op'erate the' bar,riers, lights and aittomatic and 
other devices specified in Schedule 2; , .. " 

(b) secure the provision, maintenance and operation by: the appropriate 
road authority of the traffic signs as required by Schedule 2; and 

(c) comply with the conditions and requirements specified in Schedule 2. 

4. Where, in respect of any level crossing specified in Schedule 1, the 
barriers~ Iightsand automatic and other devices and traffic signs referred to in 
Article 3 have been provided, and the conditions and requirements complied 
with, to the satisfaction of the Ministry, section 47 of the Railways Clauses 
Consolidation Act 1845(b) 'and section 6 of the Railways Clauses Aot 1863(c) 
shall, while this Order remains in force, cease to apply to the level crossing, 
from the date when the barriers are, with the approval of the Ministry, put 
into operation. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Development for Northern 
- Ireland this 19th day of June 1969. 

(L.S.) 

(a) '1967.c. 37 (N.I.). (b) 8 &. 9 Vict. c. 20. 

W., F. Stout, 
Secretary. 

(c) 26 & 27 Vict. c. 92. 

*The above Order was confirmed by ResolutiQn~ Qf th~ S~ll!\-t~ !lrnQ thy H9u~1;l 9f 
G9IJmlQ~~ <?~ thy lst day <?~ lu1}' 1969, 



No. 1l$6 

Level Crossings 

Trooperslane. 

Carngnmny '. 

Niblock'l> 

Spring Farm . 

Kellswater No.1 

Kihl1akee . 
Cuilybackey No.1. 

Gllmyford 

Knockmore Jet. 

Trummery 

Drull).bane. 

Drumnagoon , ; 

Boilie 

Bellarena : . 

Northern Ireland Railways 

SCHEDULE 1 

Situated in 

'townla,nd of County of 

Wf;st Pivisiol1, Antrim 
Carrickfetgus 

Carngranny Antrim 

Niblock Antrim 

Town Parks Antrim 

Sharvogues An:trim 

Kilmakee Antrim' 

CiIllybackey Antrim 

Dmmore Antrim 

Knockmore Antrim 

Trummery . Antrim 

. Drumbane .Down 

Drumnagoon Armagh 

Tannaghmore . Atmagl). 
" " West 

.Oughtymoyle Londonderry 

SCHEDULE 2 

PART I 

759 

, 
Connected with 

Signalpox at 

Greenisland 

Antrim 

Antrim 

Antrim 
, 

Antrim 

Antrim 

Cullybackey 

Cullybackey 

Lisburn 

Moira 

M;oira 

. PQrtadown 

. • Portad6wil 

Limavady Junction 

General description of Barriers, Lights and Traffic. SigDs 

(1) Only. on~ half-l)ar:rier shaJI be . constructed on each side of the 
railway. 

(2) Each half-bartier shall be pap able of being raised and lowered across 
the' nearside of the can'iageway and when lowered shall be as nearly as "is' 
reasonaqly practicable at rightangles to the centre line of the carriageway. 
The half-barriers shall be as close. to the railway as practicable but no part of 
a half-barrier shall be nearer than 5ft. 3iins. to the running edge of the nearest 
rail and some part shan be within 11ft. 4ins. of the running edge of. the 

. nearest· rail. 

. (3) Each half-barner shall be of iight construction, shall be provided ~ith. 
a· frilCtlite segment near the piyot and shall be ~Q cQupter-weiwhted tPII-t .it wUl 
g.e~ceml in the eVe~t Qf ~ f~11IJre, 
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(4) When lowered the tip of each half-barrier shall extend to a point 
witnin 1 foot from the centre of the carriageway and shall be not Jess. than 
j C- ~eet from the further edge of the carriageway both distances measured 
honzontally ... The half-bar:riers shall when lowered be as near as is reasonably 
practicable't6 the horizontal and their undersides shaH be not less than :2ft: 9irts. 
and not more than 3ft. 3ins. above the TOad at the centre of the carriageway. 

(5) The naIf-barriers shall display on both the front and back faces red" 
and white stripes of reflecting material 2 feet widy commencing with·red' 
at the tip. 

(6) When ·raised, the half ~barriers shall be inolined towards the 'carriag~way 
at an angle of between 5 and 10 degrees from the verticaL No part of .a.p-¥., 
half-banier or of its attachments which is less than 16ft. 7in8. above the le\'e( 
of the carriageway shall be hori:?ontally displa~ed from the carrh;LgeW_ay ,l;>y. 
less than 1ft. 6ins. . 

(7) A fence shali be provided where necessary at each pivot post' for 't~~" 
purpose of gUimling the public from the operating mechanism and. the moving:. 
parts of each half-barrier. 

(8) Two electric lamps, of not less than 6 watts each ~nd: sh~wing a red 
light in both ditections along the carriageway shall be fitted to each' halF 
barrier, one within 6 inches of the tip and the other near the centre. . 

(9) Two amber stefidy light signals each consisting 'of ·a· single iamp and" 
two red flashing light signals each. consisting of a pair of hlmps all of' a type 
approved as tfl~ffi.C signs by the Ministry of Honie Affairs. shall be provided 
adjacent to each pivot post. TheY shalLfiace along the oarriageway in opposite" 
directions. There shall be additional signals of th,e. Same type on .the offside 
of each approach to the level crossing. The beams of the lanips shall be 
capable of a.djustI)1ent. Single tone b¢lls mounted on or; :;ldjac~nt t,O each:, 
pivot post shall also be provided. A single rectangular black backboard 
shall be provided for each set of lamps such that the sid,es of the board are 
not less than 1 foot from the centre of the signal lens of each lamp .. Thecentie . 
of the red lamp nearest the carriageway. shall he .not less .. than. 2ft. 6ins, . a.n4 . 
not more than 5 feet from the edge of the oarriageway both distances measured 
horizontally.. The centre of the lames shall be not less than 7 feet and !lot 
more than 11ft. 6ins. ·ahove the cM'nageway. 

If, because of the height or position of any hedges, fences, walls or buildings. 
or the 'alignment of the road, the signals are not vis,ible for a distance of not 
less than 100 feet along the carriageway in each direotion, additional signals of 
the same ty.peshall be provided in advance of the level crossing in a position 
to be approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs. ' . 

, (10) The carriageway of the levelcrossihg shall be not less than 18 feet 
wide .and shall be marked on the level crossing between the stop lines laid 
down in conjup.Gtion with the. signals with 'a double continuous white, line 
and a. boxed area such as are approved as traffic signs by the Ministry of H~in,~ .. 
Affairs. The cariia.geway on ei~her side of the level crossing for a distance, 
of 120 feet I)1eas~red from the stop 1in~s shall be marked in accQn;lance wJth.' 
directionsgiyen by the Ministry of Home Affairs.' ... . 

. (11) The longitudinal profile of the centre' line of the carriage'Y.ay:across 
the level crossing and for a dil?tance of not less than 100 feet on each side 
shall conform to a vertical curvature of not less. than 1,250 feet radius. 

(12) The surfaCe of the carriageway over thy level crossing sh.al) be ,tnaih-
taiJled in a good and even conditi()n. · ' 
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. (13) The two edges of the carriageway where it passes ove~ the level 
crossing shall be clearly marked and the ground made up to the level 9f the 
carriageway for a further distance of 3 feet beyond each edge. Immediately 
adjacent to the ground so made up cattle grids of 'standard railway design 
shall be provided on both sides Qf the level crossing. The cattle grids shall 
eXtend to the full width between the protecting fences on both sides Of th~ 
railway.' 

(14) Whistle boards shall be provided on the railway at the approaches to 
tne level crossing in each direction. 

(15) A traffic sign which when illuminated displays the words "Another 
Train <;;oming" shall be provide~ on each side of the level crossing and shall, 
when ilhlluinl).ted, be clearly visible to traffic on the carriageway approaching 
the leveIcrossing. When not illuminated the sign' shall show a blank 'face. 
The sign shall be of a size, colour and type prescribed in directions given by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs and shall be placed on the off side of the level 
'erossing .as nearly as is reaso~ably practioable in line with each barrier. ' 

(16) A telephone shall be provided adjacent to eaoh pivot post and. snaIl ,be 
connected to the appropriate signal box indicated in the fourth column of 
89hedule 1. A notice board displaying the words "In einergencyor before 
Ci"ossing with exceptional or heavy loads or with cattle, telephone signalman" 
shall be provided near the telephone. 

PART II 

C~nditions and requirements to be observed by the railway undertaking 

, (17) The half-bartiers shall be operated and controlled automatically 'by 
the approach of a ,train as described in the followingpamgraphs, butuieans 
shall also be . provided for corttn;>lling them from a position near. the lev:el 
,crossing. ' 

(18) The half-barriers shall be kept in the raised position except dudqg ' 
the time wheIi engines, carriages or ,other vehicles passing along the railway 
line have' occasion to cross the road. ' " 

(19) The arrangements shall be such that when a train occupies a track 
circuit the B.mber traffic sign mentioned in paragraph (9) shall inimediately be 
illuminated and shall remain so for not less than 5 seconds.. The flashing 
traffic signs shall then operate and the bells sound for a waorning perjodof not 
less than 8 seconds before the half-barriers begin to descend and shall continue 
during the descent of thehalf-bartiers which shall occupy a further period of 
not less than S seGonqs.. The bells shall there1,lpon cease tQ "SQund. A further 
period of not less than 16 se90nds /lhall elapse be~VI'eefl the time when the half
barriers are fully lowered and the time when. a train travelling at its maximum 
pel'missible sp~ed .(70 Il,l.p.h. in the Up direction and 70 m.p.h. in the, Down 
direetion) cap. reach the l~wel·crossing. The fiashingtraflic signs shall rew.~in 

. illuminated until the half-harriers have beglln to rilie !J.lld ,shall be e)\:tinguj~hed 
before the half-barriers have risen to an angle of 10° above the hori'zofltai. 
The arrangements shall incorporate a suitable device, approved by the 
Ministry's Inspeotor of Railways, to' give a warning to the driver of an 
approaching train, other than by orthodox signal, of a stationary obstruction 
on the line at the level crossing. 

(20) The half-barriers shall 'be r~ised as soon as a train ]:las passed 'the 
level crossing. Provided that if another train is approaching the level crossing, 



Northern Ireland Railways No. 186 

the half-barriers· shall only be raised if, before they start to' descend again, 
they' can remain fully raised fot a period of not less than 22 seconds. . 

. (21) 'Ifanother train is ill such a position that the half-barriers remain 
lower!!d after the passage of the first traill the "Another Train Comfng" sign 
referred to in paragraph (15) shall be illuminated and shall remain so 
illuminated until the latter train has passed over the level crossing. . . 

(22) 'l'he relay controlling the half-barriers llhall be capable of moving 
from the position for lowering the barrieJ;s ~o thy position for raising the 
barriers only when both the barriers are in the lowered position. 
;: . 

, . (23) A visual repeater with two positions shall be provided in the signalbox 
with which the level crossing is connected as indica~eQ. in the fourtll column of 
Schedlde.l. In one position the repeater shall show that tb,e relay controIliIlg 
the, half-barriers is in the positiOn for raising the half-barriers and that they 
are raised, and in the. other position the repeater shall show iliat either the 
half-barrief:s or .the controlling. relay, or both, are in some other position. 
If the repeater remains in the latter position for more than 3 minutes, an 
audible alarm shall be given in the appropriate ~ignalbox. 

(24) The two red lamps on each half-parrier referred to in paragraph (8) 
shall be lighted' 3,t all times e,lCcept when both ;the half-barriers are in the 
raised position. 

(25) Single power supply with standby batteries with sufficient capacity to 
operate the whole installation for 12 hours shall be provided. 

c' (26) In the event of 'any failure in the equipment other ,than ·dectrie bulbs, 
the half-barriers shall descend. In such a case, the fraffic signs shall be 
illuminated as soon as the barriers start to fall and shall remain illuminated 
until the failure has been rectified and :the half-barriers have begun to rise. 
In the. event of a failure of all the red flashing lights facing.in anyone direotion 
during the warning periQd, ot when the half-barriers are descending or are 
lowered both the half-barriers shall descend or remain lowered as the case 
rimy be .. 

(27) Each half-barrier shall be capable of being moved by hand. 

EXPLANATORY'NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Order but is intended to 
. . indicate its general purport.) 

.' This Order provides for the Provision and maintenance of a system of 
~auiOD;lafic barriers in lieu of manually operated crossing gates at the r~ilway 
lev~l cros,sings specified in Schedule' L ' 
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