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REGULATIONS, DATED 30TH JANUARY 1970, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER SECTIONS 4, 7 AND 68 OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1958. 

_ The Ministry of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon it by :sections 4, 7 and 68 of the Food and Drugs Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1958(a), having consulted with .such organisations as appear to it to be 
representative of interests substantially affected by these r~gulations, hereby 
mak;es the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. These regulations may be cited as the Cheese Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1970, and shall come into operation on 31st January 1970. 

Interpretation 
2.-(1) In these regulations-
"the Act" means the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958; 
"cheese" means the fresh or matured product intended for sale for human 

consumption, which is obtained as foUows-
(a) in the case of any cheese-other than whey cheese-

(i) by coagulating -any or a combination of any of the following 
sUlbstances, namely milk, cream, skimmed milk, partly skimmed 
milk, concentrated skimmed milk, reconstituted dried milk and 
butter milk, and 

Eii) partially draining the whey resulting from any such coagulation; 
(b) in the case of whey cheese-

(i) by concentmting whey with or without the addition of milk and 
milk fat, and moulding such concentrated whey, or 

(ii) by coagulating whey with or without the addition of milk and 
milk fat; 

'\;:heese spread" means cheese which has been subjected to a process of 
melting and mixing _ with milk products other than cheese, with or 
without the addition of emulsifying salts; ~ 

"compound product" means food which consists of a combination of two 
or more foods and which doe,s not contain .less than 10 per cent. cheese, 
processed chees'e or cheese spread Qr ,any mixture of two or more of 

(a) 1958. c. 27. 

.. 
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them, as a percentage of the compound product, but does not include 
any pie, pu~ding, cake~ confeqti,onery" bi~cuit, Welsh rarebit or any 
product slmtlar to Welsh rarebIt;·· . 

"container" includes any form of packaging of- food for sale as a single 
item, whether by way of wholly or partly enclosing the food or by way of 
attaching the food to some other article, and in particular includes a 
wrapper or confining band; ....... . . , 

"emulsifying salts" means the sodium, potassium, calcium or ammonium 
salts of citric, phosphoric, polyphosphoric and tartaric acid; 

"hard cheese" means cheese other than soft cheese, whey cheese, processed 
cheese or cheese spread; 

"processed cheese" means cheese which has been subjected to a process of 
melting and mixing with or withoutthe addition of emulsifying salts; 

"sell" includes offer or 'expose for sale or have iii possession for sale; 
"sell by retail" means sell to a person buying otherwise than for the purpose 

of re-sale, but does not include selling to a caterer for the purposes of his 
catering business, or selling to a manufacturer for the purposes of his 
manufacturing business; 

"soft cheese" means cheese which is readily deformed by moderate pressure, 
but does not include whey cheese, processed cheese' or cheese spread, 
and any reference to soft cheese includes a reference to cream cheese or 
curd cheese; 

"starter" means a living oulture in milk, cream, skimmed milk, partly 
skimmed milk, concentrated skimmed milk, reconstituted dried milk, or 
'butter milk, of lactic-acid-producing bacteria; 

"whey cheese" means the product obtained by one or other of the processes 
referred to in paragraph (b) of the foregoing definition of "cheese". 

(2) All percentages mentioned in these regulations are percentages calculated 
by weight and are calculated on the total weight of the cheese. 

, (3) Any reference in these regulations to a label borne on a container shall 
be construed as including a reference to any legible marking on the container 
however effected. . 

(4) For the purpose of these regulations, the supply of food, otherwise than 
by sale, at, in or from any place where food is supplied in the Gourse o! a 
tn~siness, shall be deemed to be a sale 'of that food, and references to purchasmg 
and purchasers .shall be construed accordingly. 

Exemptions 
3. The foIIowing provisions of these regulations shall not apply, except 

insofar as they relate to advertisements other than labels or wrappers, in 
relation to any cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread or compound product 
sold, consigned or delivered for-

(a) exportation to any place outside ·the United I(ingdom; or 
(b) consumption by a visiting force within ·the meaning of any of the 

provisions of Part I of the Visiting Forces Act 19S2(b); or 
(c) use by a manufacturer for the purposes of his manufacturing business. 

(bl 15 & 16 Geo. 6 & 1 Eliz. 2. c. 67. 
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PART II 

29 

COMPOSiTION AND DESCRIPTION OF CHEESE, PROCESSED CHEESE 
AND CHEESE SPREAD 

Composition and description of hard cheese 
4.-(1) Any hard cheese sold, consigned or delivered under the name of 

a variety specified in column 1 of Schedule I, whether or not such cheese was 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, shall comply with the percentages for 
milk fat and water set out respectively in columns 2 and 3 of the said Schedule 
opposite the name of such cheese. 

(2) Any hard cheese sold, consigned or delivered, other than hard cheese 
to which the foregoing paragraph applies, shalJ satisfy either the requirements 
01 sub-paragraph (a) or the requirements of sUlb-paragraph (b) following, 
except that the appropriate description or dedaration need be borne by any 
hard cheese sold, consigned or delivered otherwise than in a container only 
when such cheese is sold by retail-

(a) such cheese shall bear one of the following descriptions and comply with 
the following compositional requirements for cheese of such description, 
namely-
(i) "full fat hard cheese", if the cheese contains not less than 48 per 

cent. milk fat in the dry matter, and not more than 48 per cent. 
water; 

(ii) "medium fat hard cheese", if the cheese contains less than 48 per 
cent. and not less than 10 per cent. milk fat in the dry matter, and 
not more than 48 per cent. water; 

(iii) "skimmed milk hard cheese", if the cheese contains less than 
10 per cent. milk fat iJ+ the dry matter, and not more than 48 per 
cent. water; or 

(b) such cheese shall bear a true declaration of either-
(i) the miuim"\lm percentage ~lk fat content' in the dry matter, and 

the maximum percentage water content, Or 
(ii) the minimum percentage milk fat content, 
so however that as respects any sale, consignment or delivery on,or after 
1st January 1973 of any hard cheese bear,ing such' a declaration, 
that declaration shall be in such of the following forms as is 
appropriate: - , , 

(aa) "x% fat in dry matter"and "y% moisture", and the declaration 
, shall be completed by inserting at "x" and' "y" respe,ctively the 

percentages described in sub-patagraph (b)(i); 
(ab) "~% fat", and, the declaration shall be cOlllpleted by in~~rting 

at "x" the percentage described'in sub-paragraph (b)(u). 

(3) No person shall sell, consign or deliver as the case may be, any hard 
cheese in contravention of this regulation. " 

Composition .. and description of soft cheese, 
, 5.-{1) Any soft cheese sold, consigned or delivered under the name of a 
variety specifie.d in colu~ 1 <?f Schedule 1, :whether o.r nbt such cheese was 
manufactured m the Umted Kmgdom, shall comply WIth the percentages for 
milk fat and water set out respectiVely in columns 2 and 3 of the said Schedule 
opposite the name of-such cheese: ' ' 
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(2) Any soft cheese sold, consigned 'or delivered, other than soft cheese to 
which the foregoing paragraph applies and other than cheese which bears one 
of the descriptions specified in paragraph (3) and' complies with the composi­
tional requirements so specified in relation to that description, shall bear 
one of -the following descriptions, and comply with the following compositional 
requirements for cheese of such description except that the appropriate descrip­
tion need be borne by any soft l:heese sold, consigned or delivered otherwise 
than in a container only when such cheese is sold by retail-

(a) "full fat soft cheese", if the cheese contains not less than 20 per cent. 
milk fat, and not more than 60 per cent. water; 

(b) "medium fat soft cheese", if the cheese contains less than 20 per cent. 
but not less than 10 per cent. milk fat, and not more than 70 per cent. 
water; 

(c) "low fat soft cheese", if the cheese contains less than 10 per cent. but 
not less than 2 per cent. milk fat, and not more than 80 per cent. 
water; 

(d) "skimmed milk soft cheese", if the cheese contains ~~ss than 2 per cent. 
milk fat, and not more than 80 per cent. water. . '. . . .' . 

(3) Any soft cheese sold, consigned or delivered as "cream cheese" shall 
contain not less than 45 per cent. milk fat, and bear the. description ."cream 
cheese" : 

Provided that if such cheese contains not less than 65 percent. milk fat, it 
may bear the description "double cream cheese". 

(4) No personshall sell, consign or deliver, as the case may be, any soft 
cheese in contravention of this regulation. 

Composition and description of whey cheese 
6.-(1) Any whey cheese sold, consigned or delivered shall bear one of the 

following descriptions and comply with the following compositional require­
ments for chee~e of such description, except that the appropriate description 
need be borne by any whey cheese sold, consigned or delivered otherwise than 
in a container only when such cheese is sold by retail-

(a) "full fat whey cheese", if the cheese contains not less than 33 per cent. 
milk fat in the dry matter; . . 

(b) "whey cheese~', if the cheese contains less than 33 per c~rit. and not 
less than 10 per cent. milk fat in the dry matter; . 

(c) "skimmed whey cheese": if the cheese contain~ less than 10 per cent. 
milk fat in the dry matter. . 

(2) No person shall sell, consign or deliver, as the case may be, any whey 
cheese in contravention of this regulation. . . 

Composition and description of processed cheese . , .: ... ' " 
7.--(1) Any processed cheese sold, consigned or delivered under a descrip­

tion containing the word "processed" with the name .of a variety" of· cheese 
specified in column 1 of Schedule 1, whether or not such processed cheese was 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, ~hall either- " ':. 

(a) comply with the percentages for milk fat" arid water set out respectively 
in columns 2 and 30f the said Schedule opposite the name of such cheese; 
except that processed Cheddar cheese shall contain· not less.than 48 ·per· 
cent. milk fat in the dry matter, and not more than 43 per cent. water; 
or 
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(b) comply with the provisions of pat:agrapli (2~:' '" '.' 
(2) Any processed cheese sold; consi~~d or deiivered, other than any 

processed cheese to which the foregoing paragraph applies; shall..satisfy either 
the requirements of sub-p3:ragraph (a) or the requirements of sub-paragraph (b) 
following, except that the:'appropriate ;descriptio1;l or declaration need be borne 
by any processed cheese sold, consj"gil.ed or' delivered otherwise than in a 
container only when such procesSecl cheese is sold by retGlil-

(a) such processed cheese shl;lll bear one of the following. descriptions, and 
comply with the following compositional requirements for processed 
cheese of such description, nameIy-'- .. . 
(i) "full fat processed,cheese", if th,e processed cheese. contains not less 

than 48 per cent. milk fat in the dry matter, and . not more than 
, 48 per cent. water; . . 

(ji) '~medium fat processed cheesel
', if the processed cheese contai:o.s 

less than 48 per cent. and not less than 10 per cent. milk fat in the 
dry matter, and not 'more than 48 pet ·ce.nt. water; 

(iii) "skimmed milk processed chee~e", Hthe processed cheese contains 
less than 10 per cent. milk fat in the dry matter, and not !pore than 
48 per cent. water; or 

··.(b) such processed cheese shall bear a true declaration o( either-
(i) the minimum'· percentage' niilk fat content in ·.the dry matter and 

the maximum percentage watercorttent, or 
(ii) the m.inimum percentage milk fat content, 
sohqwever thGlt as respects any sa1e, consignment or delivery on Qr after 
1st January 197$ of any proces,sedcheese bearing such a declaration, 
that declaration· shall be in .such of the following forms as i~ 
appropriate: -' . : 

(aa) "x% fat in dry matter" and "y% moisture", and the declaration 
shall·be completed by in$erting at "x" and "y". respectively the 
percentages described in sub-paragraph (b)(i); ',' . 

(ab) "i% fatl', and .the declaratidn' '54a11 be completed by inserting 
at "x" the percentage described in sub-paragraph (b)(ii); . 

0) Any processed cheese sold~ consigned or delivered which is a mixture of 
cheese' of two or more varieties shall coliform to one ()f the compositional 
requirements of-paragraph (:2)(a)and'bdlr the appropriate description specified 
therein for such processed cheese or bear one of the declarations specified in 
paragraph (2)(b). 

(4) The name.of a variety of cheese, :qsed in 'the preparatiQnofa processed 
cheese, may be inserted between the words "processed" and "cheese" in the 
appropriate descr?:pti~nrecj~ire4 by para,graphs ,(2)(a). ~d, (3) .. ··. : 

(5) No person shall sell,consign or deliver, as the case may be; any processed 
cheese in .. contravention :of. ·this regulation., 

, . 

Compo~ition a.nd4f!.scription of cheese ~pread . 
8.-(1) Any cheese spread sold, consigned or delivered shall c'6ntain not 

less than 20 per cent. milk fat ap.ctnot more tban 60 per. cent. water; a.nd· shall 
bear the description "cheese s:pread" or '.'cheese fbod", with or without the 
name of the variety or description of cheese used ,as aCQ:t;l.~tituent of such 
cheese spread inserted immediately before the words ':cheese spread" or 
"cheese food'.~. except that such description .need be b.or.ne. by. .oheese spread 
sold, ~ol1.signe4·or deliver<?d .otherwise than in a .. container :only (when such 
cheese spread is sold by retaIl. 
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(2) No person shall sell, consign or deliver, as the case may be, any cheese 
spread in contravention of this regulation. 

Compound products 
9.-(1) Any cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread for which com­

positional requirements are specified in these regulations and which is used as 
an ingredient of a compound product, shall comply with the compositional 
requirements so specified for such cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread. 

(2) No person shall sell, consign or deliver, as the case may be, any 
compound product in contravention of this regulation. 

General requirements as to composition . and description 
10.-(1) No person shall sell any food under such a description as to lead 

an intending purchaser to believe that he is purch~sing any cheese, processed 
cheese, cheese sP1."ead or compound product ifespectively for which com­
positional requirements are specified in these regulations if the food does not 
comply with the appropriate requirements as .to composition set out in these 
regulations in relation to that cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread or 
compound product. 

(2) Where a person sells any food to a purchaser in response to a request 
for any kind of cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread or compound product 
for which compositional requirements are specified in these regulations, he 
shall be deemed to sell cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread or a compound 
product of that kind and under such a description as is specified ih these 
regulations in relation to that kind of cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread 
or compound product unless he clearly notifies the purchaser at the time of sale 
that the cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread or compound product is not of 
that kind. 

Permitted ingredients in cheese, processed cheese and 'cheese spread 
.11. No petson shall sell, consign. or deliver any cheese, processed cheese or 

cheese spread which contains any ingredient other than the substances 
mentioned in the definition of "cheese", "processed cheese" or "cheese spread", 
as the case maybe, in regulation 2(1), water, such preservatives in such amounts 
as are permitted by the Preservatives in Food Regulations. (Northern Ireland) 
1962(c), any mould characteristic. of the variety of cheese concerned and any 
or all of the following ingredients where appropriate in relation to the kind of 
cheese specified, namely:-

(a) hard cheese may contain common salt (sodium chloride), calcium 
chloride, calcium hydroxide, starter, rennet, carotene and annatto; 

(b) the rind of hard cheese may contain any colouring matter permitted 
by the Colouring Matter in Food Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1966(d); , 

(c) soft cheese and whey cheese may contain the ingredients mentioned in 
paragraph (a), alginic acid, calcium alginate, sodium alginate, carrageen, 
edible gums, edible starches (whether modified or not), flavourings and 
lecithin; 

(d) processed cheese and cheese spread may cQntain-
(i) the ingredients mentioned or referred-to in paragraph (c); 

. (ii) emulsifying salts; I 

(c) S.R. &" '0. ·'(N.!.) 1962, No. 173 .. (d) S.R. &. Q. (N.J,)' J966,. No. 243. 
~ ... :. : "\. 
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(iii) any colouring' matter permitted by pat~graphs 1 to 4 of Part III 6f 
Schedule Ito the Colouring Matter in Food Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1966; and 

(iv) lactic acid and citric acid; 
(e) hard sage cheese may conta~-

(i) the ingteiiientsmentioned in paragraph (a); 
(ii) sage; and . .' 
(iii) any green colo:uring m,atter mentioned or referred to in paragraph 3 

of Part 111 'Of Schedule 1 to the Colouring M~tter in. FOOQ Regula­
tions. (Northern Ireland) 1966; 

(J) soft 'sage che6se m.'ay contam-:- .. 
(i) the ingredients mentioned. or referred to .in paragraph (c); 
(ii) sage; and ".'. . . . 
(iii) any green'colouring. matter m~ntioned or teferred to in paragr~ph 3 

of Part Iii of Sche4ule 1 to the. Colouring Matter in F09dRegtila­
tions (Northern Ire.~~ri.d)~966; 

(g) sage cheeS<1 spread .. waY Contain the ingredients mentioned· or referred 
to jn paragraph .(d) . and .sage, . , 

. PART III' 

LABELLING AND ADVERT,i:SEMENT 
• ~ ~ ; 1 . ', 

l-abelling ant! advertisel11;ent of cheese. processed chet:se, cheese sprea.4 and 
compound products . "', 
12.--(1) ~o Person shal.! ,sell; consign or deliver any chee~e,. processed 

cheese or cneese spread in! a' ·contafuer unless such containet. bears. a label 
on which there appears the appropriate description or declaration specified in 
regulation 4, $., 6,.7 or 8 fo~ ~uc.h cheese, processed cheese'or c.heese spread: 

Provided· tl;lat in the case' of hard cheese, soft cheese or processed cheese 
which compljes wi:t4 regulation 4(1), 5(1} or 7(1);- as . the case may be, the 
label may bear instead of such· description or declaration- ." , 

. (a) in'thecasecifIlard cheese ot soft cheese, th~ nam.e o{thevariety pf such 
cheese, or . . 

(b) in the case of processed cheese, the word "processed" with the name 
of the variety .of such processed cheese: .' . , ,,> 

. (2) No person sh~lI' s~.Il l:?y' ret~iI apy 'ch6ese, processed cheese or ~heese 
spread otherwIse than. jp. ,!:t ¢9:qtainer unless there appel;lIs on a ticket placed 
011 or in illimedilite proximity to' such cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread 
so as' to-be cIearIyvisible to. an' intending P4rchaser, the appropriate de'SCription 
or declaration· specified·in r¢g'(lIation 4,5,'6, 70r8. for such ,cheese, proces'sed 

. cheese or cheese &pread: .: .. " .. , . - . 
Provided that ip. tllecllse of hard cheese, soft cheese ·or processed cheese 

which complies with regulation 4(1), 5(1) or 7(1), as the case may be, the 
ticket ~ay bellr instea4 of ~uc:h 4~scriptio1). Q~ .declarat~ol1-;- ", . 

(a) in the case of hard cheese oi· soft cheese; the n~me of the 'variety of such 
cheese, or . 

(b j 'in th~ c~s~ of proc~sed ch~e.s~, th~ wO~<l, f'pJ:Q·cys~ed'; ~ith' the name 
. of the vari~ty of such proce~~ed cheese. '. . . ' .. 

, (3) No pers~n' shall ~ell, consign or. deliver- anY"'compound' proiIJict in a 
container unless . such container bears a label on which there appears 'as' the 

J 
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~escription of suoh product the appropriate description or declaration specified 
In :l'egul~tion 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 for the cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread 
present In such compound product together with a true description' of any 
other food, except an ingredient permitted by regulation 11, present in such 
compound product: 

Provided that in the case of any hard cheese, soft cheese or processed cheese 
which complies with regulation 4(1), 5(1) or 7(1), as the case may be, the label 
may bear instead of such desoription or declaration-

(a) in the case of hard cheese or soft cheese, the name of the variety of 
such cheese, or 

(b) in the case of proc~ssed cheese, the word "processed" with the name 
of the variety of such processed cheese. 

(4) No person shall sell by retail any compound product otherwise than in 
a container unless there appears on a ticket placed on or in immediate proximity 
h such compound product so as to be clearly visible to an intending purchase::, 
as the description of such compound product, the. appropriate description or 
declaration speCified in regulation 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 for the cheese, processed 
cheese or cheese spread present in such compound product together with a 
true description of any other food, except an ingredient permitted by 
regulation 11, present in such compound product: 

Provided that in the case of hard cheese, soft cheese or processed cheese 
which complies with regulation 4(1), 5(1) or 7(1), as the case may be, the ticket 
may bear instead of such description or declaration-

(a) in the case of hard cheese or soft,cheese, the name of the variety of 
such cheese, or 

(b) in the case of processed cheese, the word "processed" with the name of 
the variety of such processed cheese. 

(5) Notwithst·anding the provisions of reguhitions 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 and the 
preceding paragraphs, the appropriate desci'iption of an;1 cheese, processed 
cheese or cheese spread may include, if penicillium moulds hav:e produced blue­
green veining in such cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread the word 
"blue-veined", or if such cheese, processed cheese or ,cheese spread contains 
sage, the word "sage". 

13.-{l) Any advertisement for cheese, processed cheese 0[" cheese' spread 
shall include such one of the descriptions specified in regulation 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 
or such one of the declamtions specified in regulation 4 or 7, as the case may be, 
as is appropriate to that cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread: 

Provided that in the case of hard cheese, soft cheese or processed :cheese' 
which complies with regulation 4(1), 5(1) or 7(1), as the case may be, the 
advertisement may include instead of such description or declaration-

(a) in the case of hard cheese or soft cheese, the name of the variety of 
such cheese, or 

(b) in the case of processed cheese, the word "processed" with the name of 
the variety of stich processed cheese. 

(2) Any cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread which is the subject of 
any description contained in any advertisement in accordance with the· fore­
going paragraph shall comply with the compositional requirements specified 
in regulation 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 for cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread of such 
description. ' 
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(3) Any advertisement for any compound product shall include the 
description of such compound product specified ~ regulation 12(3) .and (4) and 
the compound product so described ~hall comply with the compositional 
requirements specified in regulation 9. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of regulations 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 and 
paragraph Cl), the description of any cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread 
may include, if penicillium moulds have produced blue-green veining in such 
cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread the word "blue-veined", or if such 
cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread contains sage, the word "sage". 

(5) No person shall publish or be a party to the publication of any 
advertisement which does not comply with this regulation. 

Requirements as to marking on labels on containers and on tickets 
14.-(1) As respects any sale, consignment or delivery on or before 

31st December 1972, all letters, words or numerals required by virtue of 
regUlation 12 to appear on a label on a container or on a ticket respectively 
shall conform to the requirements set out in paragraph 1 of Schedule 2. 

(2) As respects any sale, consignment Olf delivery on or after 1st January 
1973, all letters, words or numerals required by virtue of regulation 12 to 
appear on a label on a container or on a ticket respect1vely shall conform to 
the requirements set out in paragraph 2 of the said Schedule 2. 

Labelling and advertisement of cream cheese 
15. No person shall-
(a) give with any cheese sold by him, or display with any cheese offered 01' 

exposed by him for sale any label, whether attached to or printed on the 
container or not, which bears any words or pictorial device, or 

(b) publish, or be a party to the publication of, any advertisement for 
cheese which includes any words oJ." pictorial device, or 

(c) use on, or in connection with, the sale of cheese any description, 
being words, a device or a description which are or is calculated to indicate 
either directly or indirectly that such cheese contains cream or is made from 
cream, unless such cheese complies with the compositional requirement for 
cream cheese which is specified in regulation 5(3). 

Penalties 

PART IV 
ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL 

16.-(1) If any person contravenes or fails to comply with any of the 
foregoing .provisions he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on 
summary conviction-

(a) to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three months, or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment; and . 

(b) in the case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not exceeding 
five pounds for each day during which the offence continues after 
conviction. 

(2) The requirements of section 47(3} of the Act (which requires notice to be 
given to. the Ministry of Hea~th and Socia~ ~ervices of intentio~ to begin a 
prosecutIOn tor an offe!1?e agamst a~y provlSlons of these regulatIOns relating 
to the labelling, advertIsmg or descnptIOn of food) shall not apply as respects 
any l?r?ceedings instituted by a health authority for an offence against any such 
proVISIOns. . 
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Defences 
1.7.-(1) In any proceedings for an offence in relation to the Pvblicatioil of 

an advertisement, it shall be a defence for the defendant to prove that, "Peing 
a person whose business it is to publish or arrange for the publication of 
advertisements, he received the advertisement for publication in the ordinary 
course of business and did not himself make or cause to be made any material 
alteration in the substance of the advertisement. 

(2) In any proceedings against the manufacturer or importer 9f cheese, 
processed cheese, cheese spread or of any compound product for an offence in 
relation to the publication of an advertisement, it shall rest on the defendant to 
prove that he did not publish, and was not a party to the publication of, the 
advertisement. 

Revocations 
18. The Cheese Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1966(e) other than 

regulation 4 and the Cheese (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1967(f) are hereby revoked. ' 

, sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry. of Health and Social Services 
for Northern Ireland this 30th day of January 1970. 

(L.s.) s. H. O'Fee, 
Assistant Se~retary. 

{e) S.R. & o. (N.I.) 1966, No. 17. (f) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1967, No. 1. 
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Column 1 

Variety of Cheese 

Cheddar , ,. ., 

Biue Stilton , 
Derby 
Leicester 
Cheshire 
Dunlop 
Gloucester 
Double Gloucester 
Caerphilly 
Wensleydale " 
White Stilton " 

Lancashire 
Edam '.' 
Loaf Edam, 
Baby Edam, 
Baby Loaf Edam 
Gouda, , 
Baby Gouda 
Danablu 
Danbo. 
Havarti 
Samsoe 
EmmentaI or Emmentaler 
Gruyere or Greyerzer or 

Gruviera . . . . 
Tilsiter or TiIsH or Tylzycki 
Limburger . 
Saint Paulin. 
Svecia 
Provolone 

Food and Drugs 

SCHEDULE 1 

Column 2 

Minimum. Percen,tage 
Of Milk Fat' 
. in the 
Dry Matter 

48 
41.l 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
40 
40 
40 
40 
48· 
48 
50 
45 
45 
4$ 
45 

45 
45 
50 
40 
45 
45 
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Regulations 4, 5 and 7 

Column 3 

Ma~um Percentage 
of Water Calculated 
on the Total Weight 

of the Cheese 

. " 

39 
.42 
42 
42 

·44 
44 
44 
44 
46 
46 

-46 
48 
46 
46 
47 
47 
43 
45 
47 
46 
50 
44 
40 

38 
47 
50 
56 
41 
47 
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SCHEDULE 2 

Requirements as to Marking on Labels 
on Containers and on Tickets 

No. 14 

Regulation 1,4 

1. As respects any sale, consigm;p.ent or delivery on or before 31st December 
1972, every letter, word or numeral appearing on a label on a container, or on a 
ticket, which is required so to appear by virtue of regulation 12 shall-

(a) be clearly legible; 
(b) 'appear in a prominent position on the label or ticket; 
(c) be printed in a dark colour upon a light coloured ground or in a light colour 

upon a dark coloured ground; 
(d) be of uniform colour and size, except that the initial letter in any such Word 

may be larger than the ,other letters in that word: 

Provided that the requirements of this sub-paragraph shall not have 
effect in relation to the sale, ponsignment or delivery, as the case may be, 
of any compound product. 

2. As respects any sale, consignment or delivery on or after 1st January 
1973-

(a) every -letter, word or numeral appearing on a label on a container, ot on 
a ticket, which is requil"ed so to appear by virtu.e of iregulation 12 shall 
be in characters of uniform colour and size, save that the initial letter of 
any word may be taller than any other letter in that word: 

Provided that in the case of a compound product this requirement shall 
apply only in respect of such letters, words or numerals as describe the 
cheese, processed cheese or cheese spread, as the case may be, present in such 
compound product; 

(b) any declaration required by regulation 4(2)(b) or 7(2)(b) shall be so situated 
as to be in immediate proximity to and simultaneously visible together with 
the name of the cheese, proce$$oo cheese or cheese spread to an 4ltending 
purchaser under nonnal conditions of purchase and use. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

39 

These regulations re-enact with amendments the Cheese Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1966, as amended, ~d come into operation on 31st 
January 1970. . 

The regulations-
(a) specify requirements for the composition and description of cheese 

including hard cheese, soft cheese (including cream cheese), whey 
cheese, processed cheese and cheese spread (regulations 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
and Schedule 1) amended ~o prescribe compositional standards for 
additional varieties of cheese or processed cheese sold under varietal 
names (regulations 4, 5, 7 and Schedule 1); 

(b) apply compositional requirements for cheese, processed cheese or cheese 
spread sold as part of a compound product (regulation 9); 

(c) specify the permitted ingredientsm cheese, processed cheese and cheese 
spread, amended to include calcium hydroxide as a permitted ingredient 
(regulation 11); . 

(d) specify requirements for the labelling and advertisement of cheese, 
processed cheese, cheese spread and compound products (regulations 12, 
13, 14 and 15); . 

(e) Plovide for certain amendme~ts to the requirements for the labelling 
of cheyse, processed cheese, cheese spread and compound products to 
take effect from 1st Janua:ry 1973 (regUlations 4, 7, 14(2), and Schedule 2, 
paragraph 2). 

The regulations do not apply, except insofar as they relate to advertise­
ments, to cheese, processed cheese, cheese spread ,and compound products, 
intended for export, for consumption by.a visiting force or for use for manu­
facturing pUi"poses (regulation 3). 
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