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1971. No. 171 [C] 

ROYAL. ULSTER CONSTABULARY 

Promotion Regulations , 

REGULATIONS, DATED 28TH MAY 1971, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 25 OF THE POLICE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1970. 

. The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers conferred on it 
by Section 25 of the Police Act (Northern Ireland) 1970(a), and of all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf, and after consulting the Police Authority 
and the Representative Bodies constituted b:y the Constabulary and Police 
(Ireland) Act 1919(b), hereby make.s the following Regulations:-

Citation 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Royal Ulster Constabulary 

(Promotion) Regulations 1971. 

Commencement 
2. The Regulations shall come into operation on 1st June 1971. 

Qualification for promotion 
3.-(1) Save for the provisions of paragraph (2), a constable to be qualified 

for promotion to the rank of sergeant must have: -
(a) obtained a pass in the constables qualifying examination; 
(b) completed two years' service; and 
(c) attained the age of 21 years .. 

(2) A constable who on 1st June 1971 was serving in the Fingerprint or 
Ilhotography Branch of the force and has continued so to serve shall, on com­
pletion of 9 years' service, at least 5 of which were in either of the said branches, 
be deemed to be qualified for promotion to sergeant provided that (a) the 
establishment of sergeants allOWed for the branch is not exceeded and (b) in 
the chief constable's opinion he has given satisfactory service and is 
competent to carry out all the specialist duties of the branch to which he is 
assigned. 

(3) A sergeant to be qualified for promotion to the rank of inspector must 
have- . . 

(a) obtained a pass in the sergeants qualifying examination; . 
(b) completed 2. years' service in the rank o£ sergeant. 

(4) For the puiposes of this Regulation ·a pass in a qualifying police 
promotion examination in Oreat Britain shall be deemed to be a pass in the 
corresponding examination in the force. . 

Selection for promotion 
4. Subject to Regulation 7(1), promotion from one rank to another rank 

shall be by selection. 

(a) 1970. c. 9 (N.J.). 
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Period of probation for constable promoted sergeant 
5. A member who is promoted to the rank of sergeant shall be on 

probation in that rank for a period of a year: 
Provided that in calculating the said period of probation there shall be 

disregarded any period of temporary promotion by virtlte, of regulation 7(1) 
or of any corresponding provision contained in Regulations from time to time 
in force under Section 25 of the Police Act (Northern Ireland) 1970. 

Temporary promotion 
6.-(1) A member who is required to perform the duties of a higher rank 

may be promoted temporarily thereto, provided that, in the caSe of promotion 
to the rank of sergeant or inspector, he is qualified therefor under Regulation 3. 

(2) This Regulation shall not apply to a 'deputy chief constable required 
to perform the duties of the chief constable. 

, , 

Promotion of persons selected for Police College special cm/rse 
7.-(1) Notwithstanding any provision of the foregoing Regulations 1;>ut 

without prejlldice to his promotion in accordanc~ ,therewith, a member who 
has been selected for a course of training ata PoliceCoHege designated by the 
Ministry for the purpose of this Regulation (hereafter in' these Regulations 
referred to as the "special course") may be or, as the case may be. shall be 
promoted to th~ rank of sergeant or inspector in accordance with Regulation 
8 or 9. 

(2) A member may be or, as the case may be, shall be promoted as 
aforesaid whether or not there is a vacancy in the authorised establishment 
for the rank of sergeant or, as the case may 1;>e, inspector and, unless and 
until a member promoted as aforesaid is designated to fill any such vacancy 
as may from time to time occur, his promotion shall be without prejudice 
to the promotion of any other member to fill such: a vacancy.' 

Constable prOfilOted sergeant during and after Police College special course 
8.-(1) A member holding the rank of constable who is qualified un~er 

Regulation 3 for promotipn to the ,rank of sergeant shall· be ,promot~d 
temporarily, by virtue of this paragraph, to that ,rapk;- , 

(a) for the perioq from the commencement of the special cpurse next 
held after his selection therefor (whether or not he is 'allotted a place 
on that particular course) until he has completed the spe~ia~ course: 

Provided that a member shall not be promoted 1;>y virtue of this 
sub-paragraph or, as the case may be, shall revert to ,the rank of 
constable if, on account of ill-health or otherwise, he is nbt allotted 
a place on, or does not attend or attend throughout, one or other 
of the two special cOurses next held after his selection for the course 
and (without prejudice to his re-selection on a subsequent 
occasion) is notified that his selection is cancelled; and 

(b) Where he compietes the special course but no such Certificate as is 
mentioned in paragraph (2) is issued, until it is decided under 
paragraph (3) whether or not he should be promoted to the tank of 
sergeant. 

(2) Where such a member as is mentioned in paragraph (1) completes the 
special course and the Commandant or Deputy Commandant of the Police 
College isslies a certificate that he has passed, he shall forthwith be promoted, 
by virtue of this paragraph, to the rank of sergeant. 
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(3) In the case of ,such a member of a police force to whom pa.ragraph 
(l)(b)~pplies. the question whether or not he should be promoted to the 
rank of sergeant shall be considered and he may be so promoted. 

Serg~ant promoted inspector .after Police College speci(1l course 
9.-(1) A member llOlding the rank of sergeant (whether promoted 

thereto under Regulation 8 or otherwise)- ' 
(a) in whose case the Commandant or Deputy Commandant of the Police 

College has issued a certificate that he has passed'the special course; 
"and' 

(b) who has completed a year's service in the rank of sergeant, otherwise 
than on temporary promotion under Regulfltion 8(1), to the satisfaction 
of the chief constable, 

shall be promoted by the chief constable to the tank of inspector on 
completing the service so mentioned. 

(2) A member who is promoted under this Regulation to the rank of 
inspector shall be on probation in that rank ilt?-til he ha.s completed ~ year's 
service in that rank in the performance of ordmary pollce duty. , 

,Interpretation, . 
10.-(1) In these Regulations, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to 
them, ,thl'\.1 is to say : - . 

"c()nstables qualifying examination" and "sergeants qualifying ex,ainina­
tion" have the meaningS respectively assigned to them by paragraph 
1(1) of the schedule hereto; , ' " 

"examinati<;>nagen,cy;: means such body or persons as may be appointed 
by the Police Authority for the purposes of these Regulations; 

"examination board'" means the board appointed by the chief constable 
for the purposes of these Regulations; 

. "the force'! means the Royal UlsterConstabilla:ry; 
"member" mean's a member of the force; 
"speC~a1 course" has the meaning assigned to it by,'Regulation 7(1). 

(2) In reckoning service or a 'period in any .rank for the purposes of these 
Regulations, there shall be disregarded, in the case of a university scholar 
whose course begins on ot after 1st June 1971, his period of study, and for 
1he purposes of this sub-paragraph the expressions "university scholar", 
"Course" and "study" shall have' the same meanings as in the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary All?w1'mces ;ReguJations 197'1(~)." 

(3) Subject to paragraph (2) :the expression "serviee' in: a 'fank shan be in 
accordance with, regulations.6~, 7, 8 and 9 .of the Royal Ulster Constabulary 

. Pay (No; 2) Regulations 1911(d). 
, .,. 

(4) Regulations 6(1) shall be construed as authorising a person~stemporary 
promotion to a particular rank notwithstanding that there is no vacancy in 
the authorised establishment for that rank. 

0. " 

(c) S.R. &; o. (N.:t.) 1971, No. 142. (d) S.R .• 8<,- O. (N.I.), 1971, No. lS4. 
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Transitional Provisions 
11.-(1) Any appo~tment made, syllabus prepared, notice given, certifi­

cate issued or other thing done for t~e purposes, or having effect for the 
puriposes, of any provision of the Rules and Regulations for the government 
and guidance of the R.oyal Ulster Constabulary shall have effect as if it had 
been made, prepared, given, issued or done for the purposes of the corres­
ponding provision of these Regulations. 

{2) Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding paragraph, a 
member who 

(a) has passed a qualifying examination in police subjects for promotion 
from constable to sergeant or from sergeant to inspector for the 
purposes of any Regulations in force before the coming into operation' 
of these Regulations, or 

(b) would, if those Regulations 'had not been revoked, be deemed to have 
passed such anexaminatiQn for. the purposes thereof, 

shall be deemed' to . have obtained a pass in the constables qgalifying 
examination or, as the ca~e .may be, in the ·sergeants qualifying exa,)ilination 
for the purposes of these Regulations. 

Sealed with the OffiCial Seal of the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern 
Ireland this 28th day of May 1971. 

(L.S~) M. K. Harris, 
, Assistant Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE Regulation 10(1) 

Qualifying Examinations. 

1.-(1) There shall be held at least once in each year, under arrangements 
approved by the examinations board, the following qualifying examinations on 
syllabuses prepared by the examination~ board in consultation with the 
examination agency:-

(a) for promotion from constable to sergeant, an examination in police 
subjects (in these Regulations referred to as the constC!Jbles qualifying 
e~amination); . 

(b) for promotion from sergeant to inspector, an examination in police 
subjects (in these Regulations refer~ed to as the sergeants qualify:ing 
examination). 

(2) In this paragraph the expression "police' subjects" means the following 
subjects:-

(a) criminal law; 
(b) evidence and procedure in criminal courts; 
(c) public general statutes and statutory rules, orders, and instruments; 
(d) the functions of the Police Authority and the central government in 

relation to the administration of the force; 
(e) police powers and duties and procedure in relation thereto. 

2. The examinations board shall determine in consultation with the examination 
agency­ . . '~ ; 

(a) the standard to be achieved by a candidate in order to obtain a pass in 
any such examination or in, any particulqr ,paper comprised in that 
examination; arid , ', 

(b) the circumstances in which a candidate may obtain a pass in any such 
examination, notwithstanding that he has not obtained a pass in some 
paper'comprised in that examination, by obtaining a pass in that paper in 
a subsequent examination. 

3. The examination papers shaH be s~t and marked, in accordance with 
arrangements made by the examination agencY, by examiners 3Jppointed by them 
with the approval of the examinations board. 

4. The examinations board shall secure that the 'chief, c.onstable is duly 
notified-

(a) of the dates on which examinations are proposed to be held and the 
general arrangement,s for -such examinations; '" 

(b) of the closing dates for the submission to them of the names of candidates 
for those examinations; 

(c) of the results of the examinations in so far as they affect members of the 
force. . . 

5.-(1) Any constable who has Qbmpleted not less than two years' service 
on the date the examination is held shall be eligible to take the oonstables 
qualifyip.g examination. c •• 

(2) A constable who has obtCl!ined' a pass in the constables qualifying 
examinat10n .. shall ~6.e· eligible to'-take the 'sergeants qualifying examination. 

(3) Any sergeant shall be eligible to take the sergeants qualifYing examination. 
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6. Notwithstaildihgiihat a candidate is eligible,to·(take a:·qualifying·examinatiori~ 
.the examinationS board may 'exclude ',hin!! fron1:~thaLexan'iipati5i1 Of, in: an 
appropria.te case, may deem hip:! t.O hase w,it):l<;1t::j;wp. from .th~t eXll-l,Uination, if-' 

'(a}-his ,candidature fOF that. e~amifmtion has' not been submitted· to· the 
. . examinations' bpard before the closing dat~ menti.oped.in pa'r,agraph 4((1)0£ 

.. ·,this schedule, or .... ., .. '. .' . . :.",: 
(b) he fails to comply with the general or oth!:!r arrang!"ments made br 

. apPJ:oyed. by the examiri,aiions board or, with :tpe }eg~iremen:ts. qf tbl'< 
. , ~~an:l.lnat!on :;tgency. '; .. , .', 

,', . 

n· .. 
ExPLANATORY NOTE, :--t: , 

(T.his Note is not ftafi.of the RegU[ations' but is iTiteiidU,to" 
. , indicatdJreii" g~1terdl purport.) ,. ,,' ... , .. "" 

'. "'ifhese. Regulations·set out the,'conditi01Xs .for ·'quaJifip~tiQp. for, promotion in 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary. ,; '" . "'/":,' ,. , , 

. ~., • : ~ ~.,,' t '; .... 
. . " ~. . 

.' • ~- f • 

• I",. 
.: '.',~"" .'. 

, I 

This Order ha~' :b~en' ~xemiJte<f froriJ 'prfuting'by . the Statutory Rules :Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1958. A S'ummary is given in 'the List 0'£ Statutoi'Y Rules and 
Orders of a Local Charactel1under. the . beading PUBLIC. HEALTH... . " 

.- '. . • , .' • ~ • .\ I ' • : -, 1-;' •• '. - \" .' •••• 

. I 
,'.-

i,,".,r .:" ..• 

. ' , 

.' !: 


	000001
	000002
	000003
	000004
	000005
	000006



