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ROYAL: ULSTER CONSTABULARY
Promotion Regulations .

REGULATIONS, DATED 28TH May 1971, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 25 OF THE PoLICE Acr (NORTHERN IRELAND)
1970.

. The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers conferred on it
by Section 25 of the Police Act (Northern Ireland) 1970(a), and of all other
powers enabling it in that behalf, and after consulting the Police Authority
and the Representative Bodies constituted by the Constabulary and Police
(Ireland) Act 1919(b), hereby makes the following Regulations:—

Citation
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(Promotion) Regulations 1971.

Commencement
2. The Regulations shall come into operation on 1st June 1971.

Qualzﬁcatzon for promotzon

for promotlon to the rank of sergeant must have —

(a) obtained a pass in the constables qualifying examination;

(b) completed two years’ service; and

(c) attained the age of 21 years. -

(2) A constable who on 1st June 1971 was serving in the Fingerprint or
Photography Branch of the force and has continued so to serve shall, on com-.
pletion of 9 years’ service, at least 5 of which were in either of the said branches,
be deemed to be qualified for promotion to sergeant provided that (@) the
establishment of sergeants allowed for the branch is not exceeded and (b) in

the chief constable’s opinion he has given satisfactory service and is
competent to carry out all the spec1a11st duties of the branch to which he is

assigned.

(3) A sergeant to be qualified for promotion to the rank of inspector must
have— ‘ ’

(a) obtained a pass in the sergeants qualifying examination;

(b) completed 2 years® service in the rank of sergeant.

(4y For the purposes of this Regulation a pass in a qualifying police

promotion examination in Great Britain shall be deemed to be a pass in the
correspondmg examination in the force.

Selection for promotion
4. Subject to Regulation 7(1), promotion from one rank to another rank
shall be by selection.
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Period of probatzon for constable promoted sergeant ‘
5. A member who is promoted to the rank of sergeant shall be on
probation in that rank for a period of a year:

Provided that in calculating the said period of probation there shall be
disregarded any period of temporary promotion by virtue. of regulation 7(1)
or of any corresponding provision contained in Reégulations from time to time
in force under Section 25 of the Police Act (Northern Ireland) 1970.

Temporary promotion

6.—(1) A member who is required to perform the duties of a higher rank
may be promoted temporanly thereto, provided that, in the case of promotion
to the rank of sergeant or inspector, he is qualified therefor under Regulation 3.

(2) This Regulation shall not apply to a ‘deputy chief constable requ1red
to perform the duties of the chief constable.

Promotion of persons selected for Police Colle.ge special cotrse

7~(1) Notwithstanding any provision of the foregoing Regulations but
without prejudice to his promotion in accordance.therewith, a member who
has been selected for a course of training at.a Police College designated by the
Ministry for the purpose of this Regulation (hereafter in-these Regulations
referred to as the “special course™) may be or, as the case may be, shall be

promoted to the rank of sergeant or inspector in accordance with Regulat1on
8 or 9.

(2) A member may be or, as the case may be shall be promoted as
aforesaid whether or not there is a vacancy in the authorised establishment
for the rank of sergeant or, as the case may be, inspector and, unless and
until a member promoted as aforesaid is designated to fill any such vacancy
as may from time to time occur, his promotion shall be without pre]udlce
to the promotion of ahy other member to fill such' a vacancy. ’

Constable promoted sergeant during and after Police College special course

8.—(1) A member holding the rank of constable who is qualified under
Regulation 3 for promotion to the rank of sergéant shall- be promoted
temporarily, by virtue of this paragraph to that rank—

(@) for the period from the commencement of the special course next
held after his selection therefor (whether or not he is allotted a place
on that particular course) until he has completed the special course:

Provided that a member shall not be promoted by virtue of this
sub-paragraph or, as the case may be, shall revert to the rank of
constable if, on account of ill-health or otherwise, he is not allotted
a place on, or does not attend or attend throughout, one or other
of the two special .courses next held after his selection for the course
and (w1thout prejudice to his re-selection on a subsequent
occasion) is notified that his selection is cancelled; and - -

(b) Where he completes the spec1a1 course but no such certificate as is
mentioned in paragraph (2) is issued, until it is decided under
paragraph (3) whether or not he should be promoted to the rank of
sergeant.

(2) Where such a member as is mentioned in paragraph (1) completes the
special course and the Commandant or Deputy Commandant of the Police
College issues a certificate that he has passed, he shall forthwith be promoted
by virtue of this paragraph, to the rank of sergeant.
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(3) In the case of:such a member of a police force to whom paragraph

(1)(b) applies, the question whether or not he should be promoted to the
rank of sergeant shall be considered and he may be so promoted.

‘Sergeant prozhoted inspectOr .after Police College special course

thereto under Regulation 8 or otherwise)—

(@) in whose case the Commandant or Deputy Commandant of the Police
College has issued a certificate that he has passed the special course;
~“and -

(b) who has completed a year’s service in the rank of sergeant, otherwise
than on temporary promotion under Regulation 8(1), to the satisfaction
of the chief constable,

shall be promoted by the chief constable to the rabk of inspecCtor on
completing the service so mentioned.

(2) A member who is promoted under this Regulation to the rank of
inspector shall be on probation in that rank umtil he has completed a year’s
service in that rank in the performance of ordlnary pohce duty.

. ,lnterpretatzon »

the followmg expressions have the meanmgs hereby respectrvely ass1gned to

- them, ‘that is to say:—

“constables qualifying examination” and ¢ ‘sergeants qualifying exainina-
tion” have the meanings respectively assigned to them by paragraph
1(1) of the schédule hereto; -

“examination agency;, means such body or persons as may be appointed
by the Police Authority for the purposes of these Regulations;

“examination board” means the board appointed by the chief constable
for the purposes of these Regulations;

““the force” means the Royal Ulster Constabulary;
“member” means a member of the force;
“special course” has the meaning assigned to it by- Regulatlon 7Q1).

(2) In reckoning service or a period in any rank for the purposes of these
Reegulations, there shall be disregarded, in the case of a university scholar
whose course begins on or after 1st June 1971, his penod of study, and for
1he purposes of this sub- paragraph the expressions “university scholar”,

“course” and “study” shall have the same meanrngs as in the Royal Ulster
Constabulary Allowances - Regulatrons 1971(c)

(3) Subject to paragraph (2) the expressron ‘service” in a \rank shall be in
accordance with: regulations 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the Royal Ulsler Constabulary
_ Pay (No: 2) Regulations 1971(d) .

(4) Regulatrons 6(1) shall be construed as authonsrng a person’s-temporary
promotion to a particular rank notwithstandinig that there is no vacancy in
the authorrsed estabhshment for that rank

(©) SR. & O. (N.I.) 1971, ,No., 142. : ,(d) SR. & O.' (N.L) 1971, No. 154.
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Transitional Provisions

11.—(1) Any appointment made, syllabus prepared, notice given, cettifi-
cate issued or other thing done for the purposes, or having effect for the
purposes, of any provision of the Rules and Regulations for the government
and guidance of the Royal Ulster Constabulary shall have effect as if it had
been made, prepared, given, issued or done for the purposes of the corres-
ponding provision of these Regulations.

{2) Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding paragraph, a
~ member who

(a) has passed a qualifying examination in police subjects for promotion
from constable to sergeant or from sergeant to inspector for the
purposes of any Regulations in force before the commg into operation’
.of these Regulations, or

(b) would, if those Regulations had not been revoked be deemed to have
passed such an examination for the purposes thereof,

shall be deemed to . have obtained a pass in the constables qualifying
examination or, as the case may be, in the sergeants qualifying examination
for the purposes of these Regulations.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Mlmstry of Home Affairs for Northern
Ireland this 28th day of May 1971.

(L.S) o M. K. Harris,
- Assistant Secretary.
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SCHEDULE - Regulation 10(1)
Qualifying Examinations.

1.—(1) There shall be held at least once in each year, under arrangements
approved by the examinations board, the following qualifying examinations on
syllabuses prepared by the examinations board in consultation with the
examination agency:—

(a) for promotion from constable to sergeant, an examination in police
subjects (in these Regulations referred to as the constables qualifying
examination);

(&) for promotion from sergeant to inspector, an examination in police
subjects (in these Regulations referred to as the sergeants qualifying
examination).

(2) In this paragraph the expression “police subjects” means the following
subjects: —

(@) criminal law; A

(b) evidence and procedure in criminal courts;

(¢) public general statutes and statutory rules, orders, and instruments;

(d) the functions of the Police Authority and the central government in
relation to the administration of the force;

{e) police powers and duties and procedure in relation thereto.

2. The examinations board shall determine i in consultation with the examination

agency—

(@) the standard to be achieved by a candidate in order to obtain a pass in
any such examination or in any particular paper comprised in that
examination; and

(b) the circumstances in which a candidate may obtam a pass in any such
examination, notwithstanding that he has not obtained a pass in some

- paper comprised in that examination, by obtaining a pass in that paper in
a subsequent examination.

3. The examination papers shall bé set and marked, in accordance with
arrangements made by the examination agency, by examiners appointed by them
with the approval of the examinations board.

4. The examinations board shall secure that the chief . constable is duly
notified—

(a) of the dates on which examinations are proposed to be held and the
general arrangements for .such examinations;

(b) of the closing dates for the submission to them of the names of candldates
for those examinations;

(¢) of the results of the examinations in so far as they affect méembers of thé
force. Lo :

5.—(1) Any constable who has completed not less than two years’ service
on the date the examination is held shall be ellglble to take the constables
qualifying exammatmn .

(2) A constable who has obta,med a pass in the constables quahfymo
examination sha]l be’ ehgxble to’ take the sergeants qualifying exanunauon

(3) Any sergeam sha]l be ehg1b1e to take the sergeants qualifying examination.
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6. Noththstandmg that a candldate is eligible'tor fake 4" quahfymg exammatlon,
the examinations board may. éxclude -himy from:that .examinatibn o, in an
appropriate case, may deem him to have w1thdrawn from that examination, if— .

‘(@) his candidature for that éxamination Has ‘not been submitted -to- the

-examinations board before the closmg d'\te mentloned in parqglaph 4(b) of
-this schedule, or

(b) he fails to comply -with the general or other anangements made or

appxoved by the examinations board or_ with the rcqulrements of the

- examlnatlon agency. ; .

-

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Thzs Note is not p»art 0f the Regidations but is mtended to ‘

© indicate theii general purport) . . v L e

“These Regulations-set out the: cond1t1ons for quahﬁcatlon for promot1on in
the Royal Ulster Constabulary el BRI

EU 1971 N 172

This Order has been exempted from prmtmg By the Statutory Rules Act
(Northern Ireland) 1958. A summary is givéh-in the List of Statutory Rules and
Orders- of a Local Charaoter under the heading PUBLIC HEALTH., , - -
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