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SUPREME COURT, NORTHERN IRELA,ND 

FEES AND PERCENTAGES 

The Supreme Court (Non-Contentious Probate) Fees Order 
(Northern Ireland) : 1971 

No. 29, 

[Nt} 

1, the Right Honourable John Clarke, Baron MacDermott, Lord Chief 
Justice of Northern Ireland, with the concurrence of the Treasury, and in 
exercise of the powers conferred by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) 
Acts 1877 to 1897{a), the Government of Ireland Act 1920(b), the General 
Adaptation of Enactments (NoDthe.rn Ireland) Order 1921(c), sections 2 and 3 
of .the Public Offices Fees· Act 1879(d) and alloillher powe:rs and authoritieS' 
enabling me in this behalf, do hereby order and direct as follows:-

1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Supreme Cour:t (Non-Contentious 
Probate) Fees Order (Northern Ireland) 1971, and shall come into operation 
on the 15th day of February, 1971. ' 

, (2) The Ihtel'pretation Act 1889(e) shall app.ly .to the interpretation of this 
Order as it applies to the interpretatioo of an .Act of Parliament. 

(3) The Supreme Court (Non-Contentious Probate) Fees Order (Northern 
Treland) 1963(f) is h~eby revoked save as to any fee due or payable before 
the commencement of this Order. 

2. In this Order "A folio" means a folio of ,72 words; "Post-war credit" 
means an amount of tax to which there is a claim under section 7 .of the 
Finance Act 1941(g), whether the amount has been ascertained ~and recorded 
or not. . 

3. The fees and perceptages set out in the second column of the Schedule 
tO'this Order shall be taken in the PrinCipaFanQ, the District Probate Registries 
in respect of the items set out in the first column of that Schedule, subject to 
and in accordance with the directions contained in that Schedule. In the 
Principal Probate Registry the fees prescribed by this Order shall be taken 
by impressed judicature stamps and in the District Probate Registry the fees 
shall be taken in cash. ", 

, 4. In determining the value of any estate for the purpose of this Order, 
there shall be excluded the value of any gratuity awarded in respect of the 
service of a deceased Civil Servant or ather servant of the Crown in respect 
of which Estate Duty is not payable, and the value of any post-war credit. 

5.-(1) Where it 'appears to the Lord Chief Justice that the payment of 
any fee specified in this Order would, owing to the exceptional circumstances 
of the particular case, involve undue hardship, the Lord Chief Justice may, 
with the concurrence of the Treasury, reduce or remit the fee in that particular 
case. 

(a) 40 &, 41 Vict c. '57; 50 &, 51 Vi~t. c. 6; anq60 & ~1 vict: c: 66> 
(b) 10 & 11 Geo. 5.c. 67. (e) 52 & 53 Vict. c. 63. 
(c) S.R. & O. 1921, No. 1804; (f) S.R. & O. eN.I.) 1963; No. 135. 
(d) 42 & 43 Vict. c. 58. (g) 4 & 5 Geo. 6. c. 30; ,'. , 
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(2) Where by any convention entered into by' Her Majesty with any Foreign 
Power it is provided that no fee shall be required to be paid in respect of any 
proceedings, the fees specified in this Order .shall not be taken in respect of 
those proceedings. 

(3) The fees specified in this Order shal~ be remitted where such fees if 
taken would 1;>e payable out of money provided bY.the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom 'or of Northern Ireland: 

(4) Where an application for a grant is withdrawn .before the issue of the 
. grant, a Registrar may reduce or remit a fee. 

Dated the 23rd day of January 1971. 

We concur in this Order: 

MacDermott, 
Lord Chief Justice. 

H. S. P. Monro, 
Walter Clegg,. 

Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury. 
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SCHEDULE 

First ColUmn 

Item 

GRANTS AND lli>SEAtING 
1. On application for a grant of probate or ietters of 

administration With 'm 'without the will annexed, 
other than an application to whioh Fee No. 3 or '4 • 
applies:-- - ' 

If the net real and personal estate in Northern 
Ireland passing under the grant is sworn in the 
Inland Revenue Affidavit to be--

Under the value of--
£ 

1,000 . 
~000 . 
3;000 • 
4;000 . 
5,000 . 
6,000 . 
7,099 . 
'8,OaO . 
9,OP9 • 

10,000 . 
11,00() . 
12,000 . 
13,000 . 
14,000 . 
15,000 . 
16,000 . 
17,000 . 
18,000 . 
19,000 . 
20,000 . 
30,000 . 
40.000 . 
50,000 . 
80,000 . 

120,000 . 
200.000. . . _ . . . 

For every additional £100.000 or any fractional part 
of £100,000 a further and additional fee of . 

2. On application for a grant of probate or letters of 
administration by a personal applicant, or for reseal
ing such a grant if the application is prepared in the 
principal or the district registry, save where Fee No.3, 
4(a) or 5 is payable, in addition to any other fee:--

If the net real and personal estate in Northern 
Ireland is stated to be of the value of-

(a) £500 or over and under the value of 
£1,000 . 
£2,000. . . 

(b) £2,Q90 or over . 

No. 29 

Second Column 

Fee 

£ 

1-00 
2-00 
3'00 
4-00 
5·00 
6'00 
7·00 
8·00 
9·00 

10·00 
11·00 
12·00 
13-00 
14·00 
15·00 
16·00 
17'00 
18·00 
19·00 
20-00 
25-00 
30·00 
35·00 
40·00 
50-00 
60·00 

10·00 

1·50 
2·50 

The same fee as 
would be payable 
for a grant under 
Fee No. 1. 
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First Column Second Column 

Item Fee 

3. On application for 'a grant where the estate 'as defined £ 
by section 33 of the Customs and Tnlantl Reven.'ae Act· 
1881, as extended bysectio!\ Hi of the Finance Act 
1894, 'does not exceed £500 . , 0'75 

4. Where neither Fee N<i. 3 hot 5 :of 'this Sche~ule; 
applies,on application for:-

(a) a grant in respect ~f.an estate exempt from ~uty . 
under section 71 qf the :Pittance Adt 1'952 (which 
gives exemptiop -from t;State duty 'fbr 'm:ero:bers 
of the armed forces, etc.); 

(b) a grant limited to trust property; , _ 
'(c) a duplicate grant; . 
(d) any second 0r subsequent grant (inc1uqing one 

following a revoked grant) in respect of 'the Os-arne 
deceased person, 'othe"r tlian 'a' grant preceded 
only by a grant limited If!o trust 'p'I'oj)et-ty ot to 
a part of the estate; or 

(e) tesealing a Sco.ttish confirmation, an EfigiJ:isl!!. 
g:raht or a grant under the ColoniaJ·Pro.bMes Act: ' 
1892 . 1·00 

5. Fo.r resealing an EIilglish grant 'under sectio'fi 1'6 o.f'the • 
Fi~ance ,Act 1894 or th~ Small, Estates (Repres~fi- , 
tal:1oil) Act 1961, or resealing a SCbttish confirmation' 
under the Intestates Wid(:)ws :antl, ChHdren' {Se"o.:t;land~ 
Act 1875, or urtder 4;he Small Testates Estates' 
(Sco.tland) Act 1876, or under section 34 of the 
Customs land Inland Revenue Act 1881 or under ·the 
Small-Estates (Representation) Act 1961 . ;\: ,Q·J.:3 

ALTE~TIONS IN GRANTS, ETC. 

6. For rna19ng any liotatio:p. on o.r amel}~ment to tfue. 
grant and record after issue, or impounding Dr revok
ing a grant, or r{jleasingah lin:rp6Ui1oed grant' 
(inclusive of filing .a,nytlOBtiili'i'ent,making 'any o.rder, 
or preparing any mel'ffdriilfi't1f.'Iffi:l. rutfder J1:hl:! [nheri'ta'tlee 
(Famlly 'Provision) Act (Northern ,Ireland) 1960) or 
for noting a reswearing of value and giving a 
certificate of security whete iIece-s~'ary . ~ IlJo 

CAVEATS 

7. For fu~'etfttY'or withdrawal of a caveat, for a 'Watning' 
to. a oa1v(}at at the pr:iF1dip'M ;reg>iscry '0'r :fOT .any Tl'o.,tice 
sent by the principal registry to the district registry 
in respect of a caveat . ' '0'13 

DBP(1SI'T 101" 'Wtr;ts 
8. On depo.siting a WIll for safe custody in the .pIlinci,pal 

or the C!istrict registry (incluCling 'the ,filing of any 
related documents) 
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First Column 

Item 

SEARCHES AND INSPECTION 

9. For search for a document filed in the principal or 
the district registry, including inspection of the 
registered copy of the will or the original will (if 
unregistered) or any other document 

10. For inspecting an original will that has been registered 
-in addition to the fee for search . 

11. For a search for a will or letters of administration 
or other document on behalf of the party applying 
(whether in person or by letter)-in addition to Fees 
Nos. 9 and 10-

For every year or part of a year . 

CoPIES 

12_ For a photographic copy of aN or part of any docu
ment in the principal or the district registry-

For each photographic sheet-
(a) if not over foolscap size 
(b) if over foolscap size 

13. For a typewritten copy of all or part of any docu" . 
ment in the principal or the district registry:-

For 5 folios or ·under. . .. . . 
For every additional folio or part of a folio 

14. For coll~ting a copy with the original document, 
induqing the registrar's certificate in verificMion', 
thereof:- . 

If 10 folios or under. . .. 
For every adGitional folio . . .., . 

and in addition, if there is any pencil writing copied 
or any part thereof is facsimile:-

If 2 folios or under . . . . . 
for every additional folio or part of a folio . 

15. For an exemplification, in addition to the fees for 
typing and collating, or preparing by photography, 
the necessary documents (inclusive of certification and 
sealing) 

16. For sending by post a copy of any document-
(a) to an address within the Inland Postage limits. 
(b) to any other address . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

17_ For the certificate or minute of a judge or· registrar 

18. For impr~sing the se~l of the court on any document 

19. Save in a personal application for a grant-
(a) for administering an oath, for each deponent 

to each affidavit . . ' 
(b) for marking each exhibit· . . . . . 
(c) for sUperintending and attesting execution of 

a' bond, for each obligor . 

No. 29 

Second Column 

Fee 

£ 

0-05 

0-05 

0-02t(b) 

0-07 
0·20 

0-13 
O-OZt(h) 

0-13. 
0-01 . 

0-02t(h) 
0-01 

1-00 

O-OZt(h) 
The nearest multiple 

of £O-OZHh) above 
the postage. 

0'13 

0'25 

0·25 
.. ()·to 

0·25 

. (h) Any fraction of a penny in the total amount of the fees shall be disregarded. 
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First Column Second C.olumn 

Item 

20. Save in a personal application for a grant, for pre
paring any affidavit, bond, or other document for 
a party in person .. 

21. Upon an application for the production of records 
at documents in any court of law or elsewhere:-

(a} Where an officer is required to attend, Whether 
on l)ubpoena or not, his reasonable expenses, 
and, in addition, for each day or part of a day 

Fee 

£ 

0·25 

when .he is necessarily absent from his office . 2·00 
'The officer may require a deposit of stamps 

on account of any further fees and a deposit of 
money on account of any further expenses 
which may probably become payable beyond 
the amount paid for fees and expenses on the' 
application, and the .officer t~king such .deposit 
shall therel,1pon make a memorandum thereof 
on the application. 

The officer may also require an undertaking 
in writing to pay any further fees aI).d expenses 
which may become payable beyond the amounts 
so paid and deposited. 

(b) Where the records or documents are to be given 
in evidence in a probate cause or matter and 
the officer is required to produce them from the 
-principal registry or from the district registry, 
but is not required to remain in. attendance at 
the Court . . 0·50 

22. For producing a will to be photographed in the pro
bate registry in which the will has been proved or in 
which it is deposited . 1·00 

23. For notification by the principal registry to a chari
table institution of a bequest in its favour, and. 
forwarding extract 0·50 

24. For a summons, order on summons, motion and order 
on motion . 0·50 

25. For a registrar's order (other than on summons or 
motion) or fiat on refusing probate, save in a matter 
on which Fee No.3 is payable . 0·25 

26. For filing any document, other than one lodged on 
application for a grantor resealing .or included in 
Fee No.6 or 8 . 0'13 

27. For perusing and settling citations, advertisements, 
oaths, affidavits or other documents:-

For anyone document settled • 
For any number of additional documents in the 
same case at the same time . 

0·50 

0·50 
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First Column 

Item 

CORRESPONDENCE IN THE DISTRICT REGISTRY 

28. For receiving an applicatiol1 fOJ: a. ,grant (including 
cases under section 33 of the Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act 1881, as extende.d by section 16 of the' 
Finance Act 1894) thr~ugh the post ,in ,the district. 
registry and for correspondence with ref~ence to the 
same . . 

29. For correspondence on any other matter 'in respect or: 
which any fee in 'this Schedule (exceplFees Nos. '9 : 
to 16 for searches anq ~b,p'ie~) is .payable . . 

EXPLANATORY NO'TIE 

Second Column 

Fee 

£ 

'Ten per Cent. of the 
fee Pilyable on ap
iplication for the 
grant Minimum fee, 
£0·25. Maximum 
fee, '£2'00. 

'0'1.7 

(This Note is not part of the Order, but is intended to 
indicate itsgetzetdl pUrport.) 

This Order revokes the Supreme Court (Non-Contentious Probate) Fees 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1963 alild. 1converts :the present Sched.ule 0f non'
contentious probate fees into decimal 'curi'ency:. 
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