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1971. No. '71 . [C] 

MOTOR VEIDCLES: REAR ~GS .'. '. 

REGULATIONS, DATED 10TH MARCH 1971, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
A1,'1FAIRS UNDER SECTION 2.6 OF TIlE .R0~I>. TRAF;FIC'Ac;'J;:(NQRT:aE~N;IRELAND) 
1970, .' . : .. :.'1: (!i; ;., , .. : 

. . ;. ,', . 
The Ministry of Home Affairs,. in' exercise of the' PO~eFil·~e'st~(ril;1;jt·by 

Section 26 of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970(a) and of all 
other powers enabling it in th~t behalf, hereby makes the following 
Regulations: - . . 

Citation and commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Rear Markings) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 19n and shall come into operation on 
1st April 1971. 

interpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations the following expressions have the meanings 

hereby assigp.ed to them:-
!'excepted vehicle" means'-

(a) a passenger vehiCle; 
(b) a trailer, being a living van the unladen weight of Which do~s not 

exceed 2 tons; . 
(c) a land tractor,. land locomotive, land implement, land implement 

conveyor, an agricultural trailer or an industrial tractor; 
(d) a works truck or works trailer; 
(e) a vehicle in an unfinished condition proceeding to a works for 

completion or to a place where it is to be stored or disp)ayed for 
sale; 

(f) .a motor vehicle constructed or adapted for the purpose of forming 
part of anaiticulated vehicle; 

(g) a broken down vehicle while being drawn in .c.onsequence of the 
breakdown; 

(h) engineering plant; 
(i) a trailer drawn by a public service vehicle; 
(j) a vehicle designed for fire fighting or fire salvage purposes; 
(k) a vehicle designed and used fortbe purpose of servicing or controlling 

aircraft; 
(f) a vehicle designed and used for the transporta,tion of two or more 

wheeled motor vehicles carried thereon; 
(m) a vehicle proceeding to a place for export; . 
(n) a vehicle brought temporarily into Northern Ireland by a person 

resident abroad; . 
(0) a vehicle in the service of a visiting force or of a headquarters; 
(p) a motor vehicle first used before 1st January 1940; 

"theCon~truction and Use Re.gulations" means the Motor Vehicles (Con~ 
structlOn and Use) RegulatlOns (NC'rtht;'>rn . .Ireland) 1967(b). 

(a) 1970. c. 2 (N.!.). (b) S.R. & O. (N.t) 1967, No. 75. 
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(2) In these Regulations; any expression defined in Regulation 3(1) of the 
Constr,uqtion and Use Regulatjons for the purposes of those Regulations shaH 
have t:he ,same meaning as in e that Regulation, and any determination as to 
when ,a motor vehicle is first used shall be made as provided in Regulation 3(IA) 
.of those.Regulations. e 

(3) For the purposes of these Regulations-
(a) 'the expression" "reat marking" means, except where the context other

wise requires, a rear marking of the type shown in any of the diagrams 
'numbered 1 to '5. set out in Part I of the Schedule; 

(b) any reference to a rear marking by a number means a reference to 
the rear marking sho.wn in the diagram in Part I of the said Schedule 
be~ring fhat number; 

(c)any:!eference to a.combi:t1at~on of vehicles is a reference to a motor 
vebi91e andan:Y trailer or trailers drawn thereby. 

Application 
. 3. These Regulations apply to"':"-' 
(a) every motor vehicle the unladep. weight of which exceeds 3 tons; 

and e" 

. (b) ev~ry trailer the unladen w~ight of whi~h exceeds 1 ton. 

Fitting of rear markings '. 
4.-(1) On and after 1st November 1971-
(a) every motor vehicle to whioh these Regulations apply, being a motol' 

. vehicle .theoverall length of which does not exceed 13 metres and not 
being an excepted vehicle; and 

(b) every trailer to whioh these Regulations apply, if it forms part of a 
combination of vehicles the overall length of which does not exceed 
1 f metres' ang it is not an excepted vehicle, 

shall be fitted with ,a rear marking numbered 1 or 2, except that where any such 
motor vehicle or trailer is so constructed at the rear that it is impmctica!b1e 
without undue expense or risk of damage to such a ·rear marking for that 
marking to be fitted in accordance with the provisions of Part III of the Schedule, 
a rear marking numbered 3 may instead be fitted. 

(2) On and after 1st November 1971, every trailer to which these Regula
tions apply, not being an excepted vehicle, and forming part of a combination 
of vehicles having an overall length of more than 11 metres and not more than 
13 metres, shall be fitted with a rear marking numbered 1, 2, 4 or 5, except 
that where any such trailer is so constructed at the rear that it is impracticable 
without undue expense or risk of damage to a rear marking numbered 1 or 2 
for such a marking to be fitted in accordance with the provisions of the said 
Part III, a rear marking numbered 3 may instead be fitted. 

(3) On and after 1st November 1971-
(a) every motor vehicle to which these Regulations apply, being a motor 

vehicle the overall leng,th of which exoeeds 13 metres and not being 
an excepted vehicle; and 

(b) every trailer to which these Regulations apply, if it forms part of a 
oombination ·of vehicles the overall lengtJh of which exceeds 13 metres 
and it is not ran excepted vehicle, 

shall be fitted with a rear marking numbered 4 or 5. 
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(4) Until 1st November 1971-
. (a) a vehicle mentioned in paragraph (1), and either before or ort or after 

that date a vehicle to which these Regulations' apply and which would' 
fall within that paragraph but for it being .an excepted vehicle, may be 
fitted with a rear marking in accordance with the provisions of that 
paragraph; 

(b) a trailer mentioned in paragraph (2); and either before or on or after 
that date a trailer to which these Regulations apply and which WQuld 
fall within that paragrl:\:ph but fOJ; it being an excepted vehicle, may be 
fitted with a rear marking in accordance with the provisions of that 
par~graph; , 

(c) a vehicle mentioned in paragraph (3), and either before or on or after 
that date a vehicle to which these Regulations' apply and which would 
fall within that paragraph but for it being an excepted vehicle,' may be 
fitted with a rear marking ill accordance with' the provisions of that 
paragraph. 

(5) A rear marking fitted to a vehicle in pur(>uanc¢ of this Regulation 
shall- . 

(a) be of the size and colour shown in the' diagram relating to tht? marking 
set 011t in Parot I of the . Schedule subject, however, to the provisions of 
Part II of that Schedule; and' . 

(b) be so fitted as to comply with ~uch of the provisions set out in P::irt nt 
of that Schedule as relate thereto . 

. Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Home Affairs for Norbhern 
Ireland this 10th day of March 1971. . 

(L.s.) W. G., Robinson; 
Assistant Secretary. 
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SC:H:EDULE 

. PART I 

. SIZE; COLOUR ANI> TYPE OF REAR MARKING1? 
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Diagram 1 140mm. 
~~4W~~~~~~ __ ~~~~ __ ~~ ____ ~_-i 

I ... 1400mm. 

~~ r· . . , 

Diagram 2 

_~ 140 1140 ./--

rC:~~~m. 
I· I 

'.i f....,... ----,--'- 700mm. ---!>-Itol I~ " .. :- 700mm. . ~I 

. ......j.,l40 r-' 
o.iagram ~ ,mm. 'Of .' NotE -.-t 140 .1<-" . 

The height of each half or the 
: o. '~" 

. T~' . l11ar:king:shj>w!1· .. in Pia; 3 may T T' 
140mm . 140mm.. . be reduced to a mi~imurTi of 

..L.. 

........ =Im. 
140.nim, provided the width is 700mm . 

increased so that eac:h l1alfo1" 1 
·the marking has a minimum area'. . • ...• '.' of 980 ~quare c~ntimetres . 

• •• " • • < 

·t 
·l40mm. 
. .!. 

Diagran:J 4 
,',. '}, 

Diagram 5 

J!'II . . 1265 m ni ... - ---"-i,..-,-"-l. 100-I! t 
··L .• mm.mmlml!Emm.g_~· 40mmT . 

l05mr:.lONG. VEHICLE 1.~25mm .. 
'. .4omm.l· 

.....j i...: . ...j .. L.l' 
40mm.. 40mm. 

: .. ~ ~. ' 

it 
LONG :. 70mni. 

VEHICLE~ 7o~m. 
t 
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PART'N 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO FORM OF REAR MARKINGS 

No. 71 

1. Any variation in'a dimension (other than as to the height of a letter) specified 
in any of ·the diagrams ill' Part I shall be trea,ted as permitted if the variation-

(a) in the cas~ of a dimension so specified as 250 mm. or as over 250 mm. does 
not exceed 2t% of that dimension; 

(b) in the case of a dimensioOn so specified as 40 mm. 001' as over 40 mm. but as 
un<;ler 250 mm., does not exceed 5 % of that dimension; or 

(c) in the case of a dimension so specifi,ed as under 40 mm., does not exceed 
10% of that dimensioOn. 

2. Any variation in a dimension .as to the height 'of a letter specified in any of 
the said diagrams shall be treated as permitted if the variation-

(a) in the case of a dimension so specified a& 105 mm., doOes not exceed 2t% of 
that dimension; or 

(b) in the case of a dimensioOn,so specified as 70 mm., does noOt exceed 5% of 
that dimension. 

3. Any variation in a dimension as to the angle oOf hatching specified in any of 
the said diagrams shall be treated as permitted if the variatioOn does not exceed 
5 degrees. . ' 

4. Every rear marking shall be illuminated by the use of red fluorescent material 
in the shaded areas shown in any of the said diagrams and by the use of yellow 
reflex reflecting material in any of the areas so shown, being areas not shadeQ. and 
not constituting a letter. 

5. Every rear marking numbered 1 or 4 shall be constructed in the form <;if a 
single plate and every rel;l,r marking numbered 2, 3 or 5 shall be constructed in the 
form oOf two plates of equal size and shape, and every such plate shall be legibly 

, and permanently marked with the specification number B.S. AU 152 to indicate 
, that the !fear marking complies with the requirements ,laid doOw)). by the British 
Standard Institution's specification for Rear Marking Plates for Vehicles published 
on 1st April 1970 under the number B.S. AU 152 :'1970, but this requirement shaH 
not be taken to authorise any person to apply the said specification number to 
,a plate in contravention of the Trade Descriptions Act 19ti8(c). 

6. All letters incorporated in any rear marking shall have the proOPortioOns and 
form of letters as shown in Part V of Schedule 5 toO the Traffic Signs Regulations 
1964(d) ,and shall be' coloured black. 

(c) 1968. c. 29. (d) S.I. 1964/1857 (1964 III, p. 4053). 
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PART III . 

PROVISIONS AS TO POSITION ON VEHICLE, MAINTENANCE, ETC., 

OF REAR MARKINGS 

1. A r~r marking shall l?e fitted at <the rear of the vehicle. 
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2. A Tear maTking shall be· securely attached to the vehicle so that no pan 
of the marking ,projects beyond ,the outermost paTt .of the vehicle .on either side. 

3. The lower edge of every rear marking shaIl be horizontal and at a height of 
not more than 1700 mm. nor less 'than 400 mm. above the ground, wheth"r the 

. vehicle is laden or unladen, and in the case .of the rear marking numbered 2, 3 or 5 
·th~ lower ecl.ge of each half of the marking ShaIl be at the same height above the 
ground. 

4. Every part of a rear marking shall lie within 20 degrees of a transverse 
vertical plane at right angles to the vertical plane through the longitudinal axis 
of the vehicle so that-

(a) in the case of the rear marking numbered 1 or 4, the vertical centre line of 
the marking lies on that vertical plane through the longitudinal axis of the 
vehicle, and 

(b) in the case of the rear marking numbered 2, 3 or 5, each half of the marking 
lies tn the same vertical plane and the innermost vertical edges of each half 
of the marking are equidistant from the vertical plane through the longi

. tudinal axis of the vehicle. 

5. A rear marking numbered 2, 3 or 5 shall He so that ,each half of the marking 
is as near !lS is practicable to the outermost edge of the vehicle on the ~ide thereof 
on whiCh it is fitted. 

6. ~very rear marking shall be so fitted that every' part thereof is clearly visiple 
to· other persons using the road within a reasonable distance to the rear of the 
vehicle .at all times, except while the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded if the 
vehicle is so constructed at the rear ,that it is impracticable fO<l"the marking to be 
so fitted, without undue expense or risk of damage to the markin~. 

7. Every rear marking shall be maintained in a clean and efficient condition 
while the vehicle is on a road. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

No. 71 

These Regulations apply only to motor vehicles exceeding 3 -tons unladen 
weight and trailers exceeding 1 ton unladen weight and make provision fDf 
them to be fitted with the rear markings numbered 1 to 5 shown in Par-t I of 
the Schedule. 

Regulation 4 requires as from 1st November 1971, unless theyaife excepted 
vehicles as defined in Regul3Jtion 2(1)-

(a) motor vehicles not more than 13 metres long and trailers forming part 
of a combination of vehicles not more than 11 metres long to fit a 
rear marking numbered 1 or 2 except that, where the cons'truction of 
,the vehicle makes this impracticable, a rear marking numbered 3 may 
instead be fitted; . 

(b) motoif vehicles more than 13 metres long and trailers forming parr of 
a combination of vehicles more than 13 metres long to fit a rear marking 
numbered 4 or 5; and 

(c) trailers forming par-t of a combination of vehicles mOlfe than 11 'metres 
and not more than 13 metres long to fit a rear marking numbered 1, 2, 
4 or 5 except that, where the construotion of the trailer makes the fitting 
of a marking numbered 1 or 2 impracticable, a rear marking numbered 
3 may instead be fitted. 

Regulation 4(4) permits vehicles inentioned in (a), (b) or (c) above to fit the 
appropriate rear marking before 1st November 1971, and als(ypermits excepted 
vehicles to fit the appropriate rear marking either before or on or after that 
date. 

Part II of the Schedule provides inter alia fbr a rear marking to be marked 
with the specifioation number of the British Standard fot rear marking plates 
for v,ehicles' and Part XII of the Schedule lays down requirements as to the 
position and maintenance of the rear markings. 
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