
Np.163 Sheep Improvement 

1972. No. 163 

SHEEP IMPROVEMENT 

941 

[C] 

SCHEME, DATED 5rn JULY 1972, MADE BY ,THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
, . UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1949. 

The Ministry of Agriculture. on behalf of the. Secretary of State and in 
exercise of the powers conferred on it by~ection 9 of the Agriculture Act 
(Northern Ireland) ~'949(a) and cif every other power enabling it . in that 
belHrlf and with the approva) of the, Ministty of Finan<;:e hereby makes the 
following Scheme:-

PART I 

INTRODUCTORY 

Citation and commencement 
1. This Scheme may be cited, as the Sheep Improvement Scheme (Northern 

Ireland) 1972 and shall collie jnto operation on 1st August~ 1972. 

Revocation 
2. T'he Sheep ImprovementSc:heme (Northern Ireland) .l971(b) is hereby 

revoked. 

Definitions 
3. In this Scheme:-
"accepted flock" means a flock which ihas been ac<;:epted by the Ministry 
, for the purposes of the Flock Recording Scheme under Article 5: 
"'appropriate breed society" means the'scicietyresponsiblefor the identifica-

tion and regist!r.a,tion of the bTeed in vhe Flock Book; 
"approved" means approved by the Ministry; 
"flock owner" means the ,owner of a flock which has been: accepted by' 

the Ministry for the purposes of the Flock ReCording Soheme in 
accordance with Article 5; , 

"grant" means a payment made 'to any person towards the pm.'chase of an 
approved mm in accoroance with Articles 10 aild 11; 

"grant aided rams" has the meaning assigned to it by Article 11; 
"incentive payment" means the payment mad~ to a flock owner under 

Article 8 t!o~rds :the cost of recording his flock; 
'·'normal breeding season'" means in respect of the Dorset Horn breed 
"a twelve month' period, in respect of th~ Border Leicester, Suffolk, 

Hampshire Down or other approved breeds the period from 1st Decem­
ber to 15th April; 

"reg;ister.ed" means registered with the appropriate breed society; , 
"selected ram" means a ram which the Ministry 4as selected for exhibition 

at ail. approved sale in accordance with Article 6(5); , 
"1:ihe ~inistry" means the Mi~stry of Agrioul1Jure. 

Ca) 1Q49. c. 2, (b) S.R. &. o. (N.I.) 1971, No. '254. 



942 

Ob,ieqf:s of Scheme, 
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PA:RT II .. 

FLOCK RECORDING SCH,EME 

No. I~3 

4.-(1) The Ministry shall operatein accordance with this Part a Scheme 
to be known -as the Flock Recovding Scheme and may make incentive 
payments to flock owners participating therein as hereinafter provided. 

'(2) 'As from the commencement ,of this Scheme a flock which has :beel)., 
accepted into the, Sheep Improvement Scheme (Northern Ireland) 197Isha1l 
be deemed to have withdrawn from that Scheme and to.'ha,ve been accept~ 
into this Soheme unless the flock owner shall within one month Nom the 
date of commencement of this Scheme notify the Ministry that he does not 
wish to have the flock accepted into ,th.is Scheme. 

5 .. -;-(1) An application by the ,owner of a flock to have that flock accepted 
by the Ministry for the purposes of the Flock Recording Scheme shall be 
made to the Ministry in the form set' forth in the First Schedule. ' 

, '(2) Only xegister'ed pure bred flpcks of the Border Leicester, Suffolk, Dorset 
Horn; Hampshire Down or any qthe,r approved breed may be accepted by the 
Ministry for the purposes of the Flock Recording Scheme. 

(3) The Ministry shall not be bound to accept any flock for the purposes 
of the Flock Recording Scheme and .shall not accept any flock unless in the 
,opinion of the Ministry it satisfies the conditions set forth in the Second 
Sohedule. 

ConditiQns of acceptance . 

6. If the Ministry accepts an application under Article 5(1) it shall give 
to the flock owner a notice in writing of sucli acceptance and thereupon the 
flock owner shall in respect of the flock so accepted : 

(1) record the following information in the form set forth in the Third 
Schedule: " 
(a) tupping dates, 
Cb), number of lambs iborn, 
(c) sex; 
(d) dates of birth, 
(e) deaths and abnormalities, 
(f) the weights at the times referred to in paragraph (4); 

(2) ear mark, ear notoh, or ear tag all lambs born within :the period 
stipulated by the Rules of the appropriate breed' society or 30 days 

,from birth whichever is the lesser pe,riod; , ' 

(3) notify ear tattoo marks or tag numbers to the Ministry within two days 
of the birth of a :lamb; . 

(4) weigh all lambs at the foUowing times: 
(a) at birth, 
Cb) on a date specified by the Ministry being a date when first born 

lambs are approximately 100 days old, 
"" (c) subsequently 'at such int(;)ryals as'may be requIred; , . ~ . ,,' .:.. 
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(5) in the case of Border Leicester and Suffolk flocks exhibit for: sale each 
year at approved sales of those breeds suitable animals from those 
selected from the flock by tihe MinistT)r baving regard to the information 
'reCorded under paragrap;h (1); 

,(6) in the case of other ,approved breeds keep records of all stock sold for 
breeding pU1."poses and such stock shall form a reasonable proportion 
of the total stock sold. 

Inspection of flocks 
7. A flock owner shaH permit an authorised officer of the Ministry at all 

reasonable times to enter upon the premises where the flock is kept and to 
'inspect the said premises and flock .. 

Incentive payments 
8. The Ministry may subject to and in ,accordance with the provisions of 

,this Scheme make the following payments to flock own~rs: 

(1) an incentive payment of £3 for each ewe of the Border Leicester breed 
giving. birth to 2 or more nonnal live' lambs in the normal breeding 
season. 

(2) An incentive payment of £2 for each ewe of the . Suffolk, Hampshire 
Down or other approved breed giving birth to one 01." mor~ 'normal 
live lambs in the normal breeding season. ' 

(3) An ince~tive payment of £1 fO,r each ewe of. the Dorset Horn breed 
giying birth to one. or more normal live lambs in the normal breeding 
season. 

(4), Ail. incentive 'payment of £3 for each ewe of the Dorset Horn breed 
giving birth to 3 or more crops of lambs containing in tOltal not less 
than 4 normal live lambs within any period of 24 mont1hs reckoned from 
the date of the first notified lambing and this date shall become the 
operative calendar date for reckoning the incentive payments in sub­
sequent yea.rs and 'provided also that incentive payments shall be made 
in respect of lambings notified under the Sheep Improvement Scheme 
(Northern Ireland) 1971 but not qualifying for an incentive payment 
under that Scheme. 

9, Applic'ations for incentive payments shall be made on the form set 
forth in the Fourth Schedule. . " 

PART III 

GRANTS FOR PURCHASE OF RAMS 
Payment of grant 
, 10,' The Ministry may subject to an~ in accordance with this Part pay 

grants to flock owners purchasing selected rams which have been determined 
bY' the, Ministry' as being eligible for suoh grants in accordance witlh 
Article 11. 

Grant aided rams 
11. The Mini~try shall d~termine at the ,approved sales which selected 

'rams' shall be eligible for grant urider this Part and suoh rams are in this 
Seheine referred to as "grant aided l"1:!lllS". Only rams bred by the flock owner 
who exhibited them shall be considered by the Ministry for determination as 
grant aided rams. ' 
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Application 
12. Application for grants towards the purchase of grant aided rams shall 

be made to the Ministry ,at least one month before the date of' the approved 
sale qf rams of the breed concerned takes place. 

R1ate and' conditions of grant 
, 13. Grants shall be payable at the rate of £24 or one half of the amount 

remaining after the sum of £24 has been deducted from the purchase price 
whichever is the less but not in any case less than £3 : . 

(1) to a flock owner who owns a pedigree Border Leicester flock recorded 
in the Scheme containing not less than 25 pedigree ewes in respect of 
the purchase by him of a grant aided ;ram of the Border Leicester 
breed. The payment of such grant shall be subject to the conditions 
set out in Part I of the Fifth Schedule; 

(2) to a flock owner who owns an approved Suffolk flock recorded in the 
Scheme containing not less than 25 pedigree ~wes in respect of the 
purchase of a grant aided ram of the Suffolk breed. The payment of 
such grant shall be subject to the conditions set out in Part II of the 
Fifth Schedule. 

14. Tohe Mini~t;ry may pay to a flock owner who owns a pure bred 
Blackface flock a grant in respect of the purchase of a grant aided ram of the 
Border Leicester breed. The amount of the grant shall be £10 or 'one ha.lf 
the amount remaining after the sum of £18 has been deducted from the 
purchase price of the ram whichever shall be the less but not in any case 
less than £~. The payment of such grant will be subject to the conditions 
set out in Part In of the Fifth Schedule. 

15~ Flock owners who purchase a grant aided ram under the Scheme shall 
make application for the grant in the form set forth in the Sixth Schedule 
and shall sign an agreement relating to the placing out of the rall]. befoTe the 
grant is paid. 

Disqualification 
16. Where la flock owner 
(a) fails to comply with any of the provisions of this Scheme or , 
(b) through misrepresentation or fraud receives payment of any grant or 

incentive payment under this, Scheme or in connection with a claim for 
any such grant or payment makes any statement whioh he knows to be 
false or does not believe to be true, 

the Ministry without prejudice ;to any other rights or remedies available to it 
may suspend or canoel any acceptanCe -or approv<al granted for the pUJ."poses of 
this Scheme and may withhold payment of grantor inoentive payment and 
may recover as a civil debt any sums paid by way of grant or incentive 
payment. ' 

General", , ,,', 
" 17. The Ministry may publish or may require Vhe breeder to publish any 
information which is obtained as ~'result of the operation of this' Scheme 
in,cluding' facts about the' perfOmIance of any flock participating in .the Flock 
Recording Scheme. 
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, Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry 'of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland this 5th day of July. 1972 in the, presence of 

(L.S.) , A. McKelvie, 
, Senior-Assistant Se'cretary. 

" ' 

The Ministry of Finance on behalf of the Secretary of State hereby 
, appr~yes the. for~going S<;:heme. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Ireland this 7th day of July, 1972 in the presence of . 

(L.S.) A. J. Green, 
Assistant Secretary. ' 

1 

I 

,I 
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.:. FIRST, SCHEDULE., .i: .. '.:":'.' ., .... :.'. :(Ar.ticle 5(1)) 

MI~ISTRY '~:'~GRICi:JI,TUR~:::: <::: .).:" ..... 
'. .~.' . 

. _ SHEEP IM.PR.OVEME~ 'SCHEME (N ORTHERN IRELAND) 1972 
. . ." •• ' 'I • , ... ,'. " '.:. " ~ 0 • • 

AppJicati~n for Entry 
:' ~ . ." i .. ' ." . ~ .: • : ~. . 0 

1. Applicant's name ................. :; .,-.: ..... : .. :.: . '. : .. : .... ; .. ; .. '; •. : ...... . 
(BLOCK LETTERS) 

... ~ " . 
Address ..... L·' • : •.••• ; ...... " .:.: ':>'~';' ; .. ; ........ '~ ;.; .. ' :'.' ... :.: .:.,'. ; /-;: ....... . 

........... '., .......... ;'.' .;, ........... :.. ..... Telephone N.o .... . i •.•• ~ •••• 
. her~by apply fW. entry of my flock to the above-mentioned Scheme. .' : . 

Breed of Pedigree Flock ................................... . 

Number of flock in Breed Society'flock book ............... . 

Registered Prefix ........................................... . 

2. The total number of sheep .owned by me is as follows:­

Pedigree flock 

Ewes Ewe hoggets 

TheYie are kept at 

Commercial flock 

Ewes Ewe hoggets 

Rams 

Rams 

3. I hereby undertake .that in the event of my flock being accepted into the 
Scheme I will comply wirth all I!:b.e ruIles and conditions of /the Scheme. 
I understand that should I fail -to comply with the conditions and requirements 
of the Soheme I shall cease to be ,eligible for any financial incentives. 

I attach a certifica.te from my Veterinary Surgeon certifying that my flock is 
clinically healthy. 

Date Signature 
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SECOND ·SCHEOULE 

947 

(Article 5(3)) 

. SHEEp· IMPROVEMENT SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1972 

Conditions to be satisfied before acceptance 

{l) All sheep on the applicant's farm shall be sound ·and healthy. 

(2) All pure hred; breeding stock of the eligible breeds in the flock shall have 
been registered in the Flock Book of an approved Breed Society or other 
approved register. 

(3):(i) Flocks. of the Border Leicester breed shall have not less than 6 ewes at the 
time: of entfy to the Scheme and not less than 10 ewes after a period of 
two '.years in the~cheme: ' 

(ii) ·Flocks of Suffolk, Dorset Horn, Hampshire Down or other;approved breed 
. shall have not less: than 19 ewes· at the ,time ofentty to the Scheme and 
. not less than 20 ewes aft<:,r a period of three y~rs in the: Scheme., 

(4) The necessary facilities shall be available for the· w~ighing of lambs, the 
checking of records and all other matters cqnnected with this Scheme. . 

(5) Authorised Officers of the Ministry shall be ptmnitted to inspect the flock, 
check earmark$, weights, etc:. at aIf reasonable times. .. ; 

.', 

t'· .-, 



THIRD SCI{EDULE 

SHEEP )MPROVEMENT SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1972; 

Records to be kept by the owner of pedigree* ....... ,........................ floc~, registered prefix nUlpber 

(Article 6(1». ':f~ 
QC) 

Flock owner's name and adqress 

*Insert breed. 

......... __ .............. - ............ ~ .................................................. -..... ! .......................................... r .,,; ............................ .. 

Tupping Date Numbers born 
Deaths and 

Weight. 
da,te of 

abnormalities birth Male " Birth lOOt 
Female days' 

M 
F 

.. 

M 
F 

M ,,' .. 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F . -

tState date of weighing. 

Date . Age 
of· at 

slaughter slaughter 

" 

.-
' ' 

.. 

H 

Remarks' 

... 

, . 

., 

V:!' 
fr' 
~ 

r 
'l::f.: 

~ 
~, 
~ 
~ 
~ .... 

~ 
~ 
..... 
0\. 
W 



No. 163 Sheep Improvement 949 

FOURTH SCHEDULE (Article 9) 

MINIS1RY OF AGRICULTURE 

SHEEP . IMPROVEMENT. SCHEME (NORTHERN IREl.AN[» 1972 

Application 'form for payment of Flock RecQrding Incentive Grant 

1. Applicant's name ........................ , ' ........................... . 
(Bl.OCK LETTERS) , 

Address .......... : ... : .................... , ........ : ................. . 

2. Breed of pedigree flock ............................ . 

3. Number of ewes in. Breect Society Flock Book ............. , ............. . 

4. Registered prefix ... .' .. ' ..... ' ................ '. ' ......................... . 

5. Number of pedigree ewes' producing twin lambs live at birth ," ........... . 

Signature of owner 
of flock ................................... . 

Date •••••••• ~ ••••••• ! ••••••••••••••••••• 

N.B. Grant will be paid at the following rates; for ,each ewe which qualifies: 
(i) Border Leicester £3 

(ii) *Suffolk and Hampshke DoWn £2 
(iii) Dorset Horn £1 & £3 

*and other approved meat line registered pure bred sheep. . . ' . ' 

FIFTH SCHEDULE (Article 13(1» 

PART I 

SHEEP IMPROVEMENT SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND)" 1972 ... 

Grant Conditions-Border Leicester ~ams in Border Leicester Flocks, 

(a) The flock owner will keep the ram in a healthy breeding condition on 
premises belonging to him in Northern Ireland for at least 3 successive breeding 
seasons following the date of the purchase and will not during the said period 
dispose of it to any perfton without the written consent of the Ministry. 

(b~i The flock owner will maintain a flock of at least 25 pure bred Border 
LeicesteIl ewes and, mate the ram with the said ewes. 

(c) The flock owner will allow only grant aided rams to run along with the 
ewes running with Ithe' ram. 

(d) Without p;rejudice to any other provision of this Scheme the flock owner 
will at alJ reasonable times permit an authorised officer of the Ministry to inspect 
th~ ram. 
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FIFTH SCHEDULE 

PART II 

No. 163 

(Article 13(2» 

SHEEP IMPROVEMENT SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1972 

Grant Conditions-Suffolk Rams 

(a) The flock owner will keep the ram in a healthy breeding condition on 
premises belonging to him in Northern Ireland for at least 3 Successive breeding 
seasons following the date of purchase and will not during the said period 
di~P9se of it to any other person without the written consent of the Ministry. 

(b) The flock owner will maintain a flock of at least 25 pure bred Suffolk 
ewes and mate .the ram with the said ewes. 

(c) The flock owner will allow only grant aided rams to run along with the 
ewes running with the ram. ' 

Cd) Without prejudice to any other provision of this Scheme the flock owner 
will at all reasonable times permit an authorised officer of the Ministry to inspect 
the ram. 

FIFTH SCHEDULE (Article 14) 

PART III -

SHEEP IMPROVEMENT SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1972-

Grant C~Bditions-Bordet 'ieicesterRauis "i~~ Ina~kfac~ ':FlockS 

(a) The flock OWlller will keep the mm in a healthy breeding condition on 
premises belonging to him in Northern Ireland for at leas,t 2 successive breeding 
seasons following the date of the purchase of the ram and will not during the 
said period dispose of it to any other person without .the written consent of the 
Ministry. 
" (b) The flock owner will maintama: flock -of at least 25 Blackface ewes and 
mate Ithe said ram with the said ewes. -

(c) The flock owner will allow onlygr~nt aided rams to run along with the 
ewes running with the ram. _ , , 

(d) Witho~t' prejudice to any other p,rov~ion of this' Scheme the 'flock owner 
will at all, reason;able ,thp.es, permjt an authorised .pffic,er: of the',Ministry to inspect 
the ram ... , , -

, , 
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. , ",SIXTH 'SCliIEtJUL'E. Y.; (Article 15) 

, :~'i" "'bai~ for' gfimt 

I' .. : ." ..... :.: ........... .'~ .~ : •. ' ... : :.:: . ~'.:: ~::: ~ .. :: ......... '. ',: ~.~~ : .'~' ::' .. ,:,.:; ... :'.: .. ; : .... " .. , . 

. . . . . . '." ... , ... , ... ~.: ... " ... : ,' ..• :.," .. : , .' .. ~ .. : h~reb~."c~rtifY· th~t J .Pllrcfiased 

t:he~ : : ," . ~ ........... ,,'. :. :: ... ' .. ,;.;: •. :: .......... ;: :: ... ":: .. , '" 'r~m .1gt'"No. -:.->:' ,,: ....... : . 

at ........... ;.; .... ::. :' ....... sa:i~: on". :":.' ........... ; ; ... ,: . ~' .. fot-£ ....... :' .. -.".'; . 
and hereby apply for a grant under <the provision or'the Sheep Irnptovemeilt 
Scheme. 

I. atta,ch, receipted Pur"4~~ pocket,in ·re,.~ect:of. th~ .rami . 

I agree to, abide .. .by: the c'oilditibns Of; the' Scheme 'relating . to ' thepladng out 
of the ram.," , 

~ .... '.' :'. : " " ' .. 

Signalture 

Date .........................•................... 

The Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Dundonald House 
Upper Newtownards Road 

,BELFAST 

BT43SB. 

*Insert breed. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(Thi~ note is ,not pm:t ,0/ the Scheme, b~t is intended to 
indicate' its general purport.)' 

No. 163 

This Scheme replaces the original Scheme which started 'in the 'Autumn 
,of "1971 'and is intended to 'encourage the" -breeding of "good" quaUty 'Border 
Leicester, Suffolk, Dorset Horn, Hampsh1re Dow~ and other apprmred meat 
line pure bred, rams, 'for use in a3-way crossing programme with the Blackface' 
as the foundation il>ree<;i. The Scheme inCludes provision of g,nants fW 
the purchase ofapp:r6ved rams of the B'6tder'Leicester aild SuffollCbteeds 
and for the payment of incentives towarQ,s th~ cost of recording all flocks, 
particiJpatil1g in the Scheme." , ' , 

The changes are: 

1. An adjustment ,of the incentive payments for the Dorset Horn breed. 

" , 2, -An amendment of tbe definition of J).ol11lal bree<;iing season for all 
breeds. " 

3. The introductio'n of the Hampshire Down breed. 
~ I' ' 

, 
.. ,,;' 
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