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ORDER, DATED THE 14TH DAY OF DECEMBER 1972, MADE BY THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE UNDER SECTION 4(3)(a) OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES ACT 1972. 

The Secretary of State in exercise of the powers conferred on him by 
section 4(3)(a) of the European Communities Act 1972(a) and by section 1(1) 
of the Northern Ireland (Temporary Provisions) Act 1972(b), and of all other 
powers enabling him in that "b.ehalf, hereby makes the foHowing Order: 

Citation and commencement 
1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the European Communities (Food and 

Drugs) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972 and shall come into operation on the 
date' on whi~h the United Kingdom becomes a member of the European 
Communities. 

(2) In this Order, "Ministry" means the Ministry of Health and Social 
Services. 

(3) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(c) shall apply to this 
Order as it appliBs tci any Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland. 

Amendments to Statutes 
2. The Food and D:rugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958(d) shall be further 

amended as provided hereafter. . 

(1) In section 4(1) after the words "protection of the public" there shall 
be inserted the words "or to be called for by any Community obliga
tion". 

(2) After section 68 the following section &h~ll be inserted as a new section 
68A:- . . 

"68A.-(1) The Ministry may, as respects any directly applic
able Community provision relating to food for which, in its opinion, 
it is a,ppropriate to make provision under this Act, by regulations 
make such provision as it considers necessary or expedient for the 
purpose of securing that the Community provision is administered, 
executed and enforced under this Act, and may apply such of the 
provisions of this Act as may be specified in the regulations in 
relation -to the Community provision with such modifications, if 
any, as may be so specified. 

(2) For the purpose of Gomplying with any Community obliga
tion, or for conformity with any provision made for that purpose, 
the Ministry may by' regulations make provision as to-

(.a) 1972.c. 68. 

(a) the manner of sampling any food specified in the regula
tions, and the manner in which samples are to be dealt with; 
and 

(b) the method to be used in analysing, testing or examining 
samples of any food so specified; 

(b) 1972. c. 22. (c) 1954. c. 33. (d) 1958. c. 27. 
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and regulations made by the Ministry for that purpose, or for con
formity with any provision so made, may modify or exclude any 
provision of this Act relating to the procuring or analysis of, or 
dealing with, samples or to evidence of the I;esults of an analysis 
or test." 

(3) As from the end of the year 1975, or any earlier date which, for any 
. provision, the Ministry may by order appoint, there shall be omitted 

the following provisions of the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 
1958, that is to say-

(i) section 22(1)(b) and, in section 22(2) the words "any separated 
milk or"; 

(ii) section 23. 

Dated this 14th day of December 1972. 

w. S. I. Whitelaw, 
One of Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretaries of State. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order, but is intended to 
indicate its genei"al purport.) 

This Order modifies the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958 to 
enable regulations to be made to comply with, and implement,. obligations to 
the European Economic Community undertaken by the United Kingdom. 
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