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1973. No. 280 [C] 

NATIONAL INSURANCE 

Death Grant 

REGULATIONS, DATED 17TH AUGUST 1973, MADE BY THE NATIONAL INSURANCE 
, ': JOINT AUTHORITY AND THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, 

, IN, CONJUNCTION WITH THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE, UNDER THE NATIONAL 
INSURANCE ACTS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1966 TO 1969. 

The National tnsurance Joint Authority, in exercise of powed' conferred 
by sections 17(2),38(4),44 and 48(1Xb) and (2) of the National Insurance Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1966(a) and the Miliistry of Health and Social Servic¥s on 
behalf of the Secretary of State, in exercise of powers conferred by sections 
38(2), 47(1), 48(1)(a) and 80(3) of, and paragraphs 1, 17, 18 and 20(e) of 
Schedule 9 to, that Act and section 8(1) of the National Insurance &c. (No. 2) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(b), in each case in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Finance on behalf of the Secretary of State so far as relates to matters with 
regard to which the Ministry of Finance has so directed and in exercise of all 
other powers enabling them in that behalf hereby make the following regu­
lations being regulations subject t9 negative resoluti(;m in accordance with 
section 101(3) of the said Aot of 1966: .. ' " " 

, , 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-(1) These regulations may be cited as the National Insuranpe (Death 

Grant) Regulations ,(Northern Ireland) 1973, and 'shall come into ·opimition 
'on 1st 'Octob,er 1973. 

(2) In these regulations-
"the Act" means the National Insurance Act (Northern Ireland) 1966; 
"the New Entrants Regulations" means the National Insurance (New 

Entrants Transitional) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1948(c); 
"British Islands" means the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and 

the Isle of Man; 
"contributions" has the same meaning as in the Act save that it does not 

, ',' include graduated contci.butions under the Act;, ' 
"the deceased" has ,the, same meaning asin'section 38 6f the A(:t:": ,:.' '" 

Calculation of yearly average of contributions, etc., for death grant 
2.-(1) The yearly average of contributions paid by or credited to any 

person shall, in relation to death grant, be calculated in the same manner as 
that provided in regulation 3 of the National Insurance (General Benefit) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971(dy in relation to widow's benefit and 
retirement pensions, and accordingly that regulation shall also apply as a 
separate provision in relation to death grant. 

(a) 1966. c. 6 (N.I.). 
(b) 1969. c. 19 (N.I.). 

(c) S.R. &, O. ,(N.I.) 1948, Np.: 221., 
(d) S.R. & C? (N.I.) 1971" No. 190: 
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(2) Regulation 13(2) of the said regulations (suspension of payment of 

certain benefits . pending ;:tppeals to the Commissioner) shall apply in relation 
c to de.ath grant as it applies in relation to the benefits referred to in sub-para­
. graph (b) of that regula.tion; and regulation 13(9) of the said regulations (pay­
men,t of certain benefits in an emergency under arrangements made by the 
Ministry with .the consent of the Ministry of Finance), other than paragraph 
(b). of the proviso thereto, shall apply in relation to death grant as it applies 
iil relation to the b~nefits referred to in that regulation. 

Modi/icationo/ the Act in relation to pe~iod' oyer which yearly average of 
.. cflntributions is to be' calculated .for death grant in the case of certain 
. persons under pensionable age and over.i6 

3. The period over which the yearly average of contribl,ltions paid by or 
credited to any person is to" be calculated shall in relation to death grant be, 
in the case of any person becoming 'insured under the Act on or after 5th July 

,1948 who immediately before that date was under pensionable age and on that 
date was over the age of 16, ;the same as that specified in regtilation.2(1)(e) 
of the New Entrants Regulations, and accordingly that regulation, ·other 
than sub-paragraph (b): thereof, shall apply in relation to death· grant. 

Special provisions for men over 55 and women over 50 immediately before 
5th July 1948 
4.-(1) The provisions of regulation4(1)(a) and (b)(£) of the New Entrants 

. Regulations (postponement of pensionable age for, and contributions paid by 
or in respect of, certain persons who immediately qefore 5th July ·1948 were 
over the age of 55 in the case of men or 50 in the case of women and under 
pensionable age) shall apply in relation to death grant as they apply for the 
purposes of retirementpertsionsand widow's benefit. 

.(2) The provisions of regUlation lO(l)(a) and (b) of the National Insurance 
(Pensions, Existing Contributors) (Transitional) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1948(g) (postponement of pensionable age fot, and contdbutions paid by or in 
respect of, certain 'existing pensions contributors) shall apply in relation to 
deathgrantas;they would apply for the purposes of retirement pensions and 
wi<;low's ~ene'fit if 'regUlation 10(2) of those regulatiqns w~re omitted. 

'. (3) Where a person attained pensionable age within the period of 26 weeks 
commencing on 5th July 1948, and by the time he had attained that age haq. 
not satisfied the .contribution condition for death grant contained in paragraph 
5(1)(a) of Schedule 2 to the Act, but thereafter ;further contributions have been 
.or.l:!-re paid by him, or have been or are credited to him in respeCtt of any period 
cOJ.p.J;Ilencing on or after 5th July 1948, which, if taken into account, would 
.satisfy t4at condition, he shall be deemed .to have satisfied that condition as 
from 5th July 1949, or the end of the week in respect of whiCh the twenty­
sixth .contribution was so paid. or credited, ~hichever is the later ... 

Children 
. S .. Where the deceased was at death a child but the requirements of section 

;.3.8(D of the Act (persons by whom. the contribution conditions for death 
grant ma,y be sl:!-tisfied) are not satisfie<,i, a death grant shall, subject to the 
.pro:visiO;tis of. the Act, be payable in respect of the death of the deceased if the 
relevant .contribution conditions are satisfied by either-

(!l). See S~p.. t~ S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1958, No. 108. . 
(f) See Sch. to S.R. & O.{N.I.) 1957, No. 182 as amended by S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1960, 

No. 194. ' ' . 
(g) ·S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1948, No. 129 as amended by reg. 4 of S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1957, No. 

181 and reg. 1$ of S.R. & O. (N.I.) ~960, No. 194. 
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(a) a parent (including a person who has adopted a child pursuant to an 
Adoption Order made in the British Islands Or a foreign Adoption 
Order within the meaning of section 4 of the Adoption (Hague 
Convention) Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(b» of the deceased, notwith­
standing that the deceased was not at "death a child of the family of 
that parent; or 

(b) a person who, immediately before the deceased's death, was entitled to 
an increase of benefit in respect of the deceased under sections 39 or 
40 of :the Act (increases of benefit for children) or would have been so 
entitled had he then been entitled to any benefit of which the said 
section 39 provides an increase: 

Provided that-
(i) subject to head (ii), the amount of a death grant payable by virtue of 

this regulation shall not exceed the amount of the deceased's funeral 
expenses; 

(ii) head (i) shall not apply if the deceased would have been a child of the 
family of a parent satisfying the relevant contribution conditions but 
for section 19(3) of the Family Allowances Act (condition of a child's 
being included in a family that the child is in Northern Ireland). 

Deaths occurring outside Northern Ireland 
6.-(1) Subject to the provisions of the Act and these regulations, a death 

grant shaH be payable in respect of a death occurring outside Northern Ire­
land if the conditions contained in anyone of the following sub-paragraphs 
are satisfied-

(a) that the deceased immediately before death was, or but for any failure 
to make a claim would have been, entitled to sickness benefit or 
invalidity benefit under the Act, or to industrial injury benefit under 
the Industrial Injuries Act; or 

(b). that the deceased immediately b~fore death was, or but for any failure 
to make a claim would have been, entitled to widow's benefit or a 
retirement pension under the Act, or to industrial death benefit under 
the Industrial Injuries Act, or would have been entitled to a retire"­
ment pension had he then retired from regular employment and made 
the necessary claim, or was a child in respect of whom a" child's 
special allowance or a guardian's allowance was payable; or 

(c) that the deceased was a widow who was, immediately before her death, 
entitled to any personal death benefit by way of pension or allowance 
in respect of the death of her husband under any Personal Injuries 
Scheme, any Service Pensions Instrument or any 1914-1918 War 
Injuries Scheme; or 

(d) that the deceased immediately before death was entitled to industrial 
disablement benefit under the Industrial Injuries Act; or 

(e) that the deceased immediately before death was liable or entitled", as 
the case may be, to pay contributions under regulation 3(2) or 4(2) 
of the NationaJ.Insurance (Residence and Persons Abroad) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1973(i) (circumstances in which contributions are 
payable by or in respect of persons for periods when they are outside 
Northern Ireland) and not less than 45 contributions were paid by or 
credited to him in respect of a contribution year, being eith~r the last 
complete contribution year before his death or the contribution year 
immediately preceding that year; or 

(h) 1969. c. 22 eN.!.). (i) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1973, No. 175. 
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(f) that the deceased immeQiately befo!e death was a serving member qf 

the forces within the meaning of regulation 1(2) of the National Insur­
ance (Members of the Forces) Regulations 1968(j); Or 

(g) that the deceased immediately before death was either-
(i) employed as a mariner within the meaning of regulation 1(2) of 

the National Insurance (Mariners) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1967(k) (other than a mariner excepted from insurance by regu­
lation 2(2) of those regulations) or as an airman within the mean­
ing of regulation 1(2) of the National Insurance (Airmen) Regu­
lations (Northern Ireland) 1948(1) (other than an airman excepted 
from insurance by regulation 2(2) of those regulations); or 

(ii) a person who (then being otherwise' entitled to unemployment 
benefit, or then being so entitled but' for any, failure to make a 
claim) by virtue of the' relevant provisions' of either of the .said 
regulati.ons was not disqualified for receiving any such benefit by 
reason of his absence from Northern Ireland; or 

(h) that the deceased immediately before death was either the wife or 
husband or child (to whom the provisions of section 38(1) of the Act 
are applicable) of a person who, had he then died, would have satisfied 
the condition.s contained in anyone of the foregoing paragraphs, and 
such wife or husband or child, as the case may be, was then resident 
with that person, and for this purpose the expression "child of the 
family" contained in the said section shall be deemed to inc.1ude, a 
child who would be, included in that expression but for section 19(3) 
of the Family Allowances Act; or 

(i) that the deceased immediately before death was ordinarily resident 
in Northern Ireland, and the death opcurred within a period of 13 Weeks 
or, in the case" ofa death occul"fin;&\ in the Channel IslanQs, within a 
period of 6 months from the d8;te W;hen he last left Northern Ireland; 
or 

(j) that the deceased was a woman who immediately before death was 
residing in Northern Ireland with her husband, and he was then an 
insured person satisfying the relevant contribution conditions; or 

(k) that the deceased was a child (including a person treated as a child 
under section 38(3) of the Act) who immediately before death was 
residing in Northern Ireland with atl insured' person 'by virtue. of 
whose satisfaction of the relevant contribution conditions a death 
grant is payable in respect of the deceased's death; or 

(l) that the deceased died during or as the result of a confinement .in 
respect of wh~ch she was not, or but for any failure to make a claim 
would not have been, disqualified for receiving maternity benefit (to 
which she was otherwise entitled) by reason of her' absence from 
Northern Ireland. 

~ 
(2) In thisregulatioll, the expressions "personal death benefiC', "Personal 

Injuries Scheme", "Service Pensions Instrument" and "1914-1918 War 
Injuries Scheme" have the same meanings as in the National Insurance (Over­
lapping Benefits) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 197-3(m:). 
Absence from Northern Ireland 

7. A person shall not be disqualified for receiving a death grant by 
reason of being absent from Northern Ireland. 

(j) S.!. 1968/827 (II; p. 2228). 
(k) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1967, No. 108 and see 

reg. 2 of S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972, No. 237. 

(I) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1948, No. 234. 
(m) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1973, No. 10. 
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Imprisonment 'and detention in legal custody 
, : '8~ A person shall not be disqualifi~d for receiving a dea,th .gql.~t by reason 
of undergoing a period of imprisonment or dete;iltion'in legal' custody, but 
the payment of 'the grant shall be suspended during any such period: 

, ':'Provid~ 'that,the grant niay. neverthelesS' be paid dllring ~y'suCh period 
to any person ,appo~nted by the, Ministry to receive and deal with any sum 
p~yable on, pehalf ,of the beneficiary, on accqunt of the grant, and the 
+~~ip~ <;>f ,~D,y person so appoint~d shl:l.llpe a g09d discharge to the Ministry 
:,~rid:,the NationalInsurance Fund for any sum sO:,paid. " " :,' 

Partial satisfacii~n' of c~ntr.ibuti;;n condition; and 'redu~eda~oun.t of death 
", grant. ' , ' , 

-: 9 • ..,..;....(1) Where a de,ath ,grant would be payable but for the faqt that the 
,relevantqo:p.tributiqu conditions are not satisfied as respects the yearly aver­
age of contributions paid, or credited, the grant .shall nevertheless be payable 

,in acc,ordance withparagr!lph (2) if the yearly average of contributions paid 
or credited is not less. than 13. ' .. " , ; 

• t • 

, "'(2) Where the'full amount of the death grant uilder Sched,ule 4 to the Act 
is bne'of the ,amounts first set:out in columns (2); (3),(4), (5) and (6) 6f Schedule 
-1 to'these regulations, then the grant shall be reduced to the amount specified 
,in the appropriate column of the said Schedule 1 whic4 corresponds with the 
yef\.rly avenige'of contributions paid or credited as shom in columri (1) of the 
said Schedule 1. " . 

Revoc(ltions 
. ': ·10. The regulations specified, in Schedule 2 are' hereby revoked to the 
extent mentioned in column (3) 6f that Schedule. ' 

. : .. , .' 

Given under the Official Seal of the National Insurance Joint Authority 
, this 17th day of August 1973. 

,(J;,.s.) F. B. Hindmarsh" 
. A person authorised by the 

National Insurance Joint 
AuthOrity to act on behalf 

. of the Secretary;' '·National 
Insurance' Joint Authority. 

,:, ,.Given under the Official Seal <;If the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
", 'for Northern Ireland this 17th day of August 1973. 

c .• (L.S.) , 

. .... 

L. ,R.' Kelly, '," 
Assistant ~ecr~tary . 

,:. Giv~n under the' 'Official Seal of the Mimstry qf Finance' for, North;eIjl 
, '.' Ireland this'17th day'bf.,August 1973. , " " ," ' " ,".~ 

(L.s.) 

" .:::. . ."~' ~ 1 

R. M. MacDonald, 
Assistant. Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 9(2) 

Showing reduced amount of 4eath grant paya~le ~f. the contribution conditions 
'are not fully satisfied 

, '.' .. - .. ' . '. 

(1) (2) 
1 

(3) 
·1 

(4) 
1 

. (5) : 
'. .' 

: and the age of deceased at death was 

over 18 

and, if a: 
man, was 

., .' under .55 
on 4th July 

1948, or, 
Yearly if a woman, 

averagt; of was under 
contributions' 50.at··that 

paid or credited: .. date 

and, if a 
man, was 

·over 55 and 
under 65.on 

4th JUly . 
1948, or, if.· 
a woman, 

was over 5.0 
. and under 
60 at that 

date 

between 
6 

and 
18. 

between 
. 3 

and 
6 

I: :'(6) 

under 
3 

.... : 

'Full amount·of death grant payable under Scheduie 4"t1)'the A~t 

.. ':,:,." .. " ... 
. :;. 

30-44 

13-29 

", :-:,0. 

":.,:: .. , .. :::.' -'" 

£30·00 

: ""! • 

£22·50 

£15·00 

1 1 

... 

1 I £15-00 £22·50 £15·00 £9·00 

". . . . . 
Redu2~'amol,lnt' of' death grant payable: 

..' 

£1~'f5 : £16·87 £11·25 £6·75 

£7·50 £11·25 £7·50 £4·50 
" 
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Sta(utory Rules an,d 
Orders of Northern 

Ire!and 

S.J{. ~ O. (N. I.) 1949, 
No. 142 

S.,R. ~ O. (N.!.) 1950, 
No. 11 

S:R. & O. (N.I:) -1957, 
No. 225 

S.R, & O. (N.I.) 1957, 
No. 267 

S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1960, 
NQ. 194 

S.R. & O. (N.O 1968, 
No. 172 

S.R. & b. eN.!.) 1970, 
No. 15 

National Insurance 

SCH;BDULE2 

Regulations Revoked 

Citation 

(2) 

The National Insurance 
(Death Grant) Regu­
lations (Northern Ife­
land) 1949 

The National Insurance 
(Death Grant) Amend~ 
ment Regulations (Nor­
thern Ireland) 1950 

The National Insurance 
(ChiId'~ Special, Allow­
a,nce) RegUlations. 
(Northetn Ireland) 1957 

The National Insurance 
(peath Grant) (Conse­
quential Provisions) 
Regulations (Northern 
~reland) 1957 

The National Insurance 
(Graduated Contribu­
tions and Non-partici­
pating pmploy'ment~-:-, 
Miscellaneous, Pro­
visions) Regulatiops 
(Northern Ireland) 1960 

The National Insurance 
(Determination of Claims 
and Questions) Regu­
lations '(Northern 
Ireland) 1968 

The 'Family Allowances, 
National Insurance, In­
dustrial Injuries, and 
Miscellaneous Provisions 
(Decimalisation of the 
Currency) R"gulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1970 

No. 280 

~egulation 10 

extent of revocation 

(3) 

The whole regulations 

The whole 'hilgulations 

Regulation 4 aJ;ld t)le 
Schedule 

The whole regul~tiQns 

In the Schedule, the' entry 
r~lating to the National 
Insurance (Death Grant) 
ReguIatiOl;is (Northern 
Ireland) 1949 

In the Schedule, the entries 
relating to the Natiollal 
Insurance (Death Gr.ant) 
Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1949' arid the 
National .Insurance 
(DeafuGrant) (Conse­
quential Provisio~s) 
Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1957 ' 

Regulation 8; Scl:t:e4ule 6 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to 
. indicate theirgenerai purport.) 

These regulationsconsolid~te the National Insurance (Death Grant) Regu­
lations (Northern Ireland) 1949 and the subsequent amending regulations set 
out in Schedule 2 which arere¥oked to the extent shown in that Schedule by 
regulation 10. 

No amendments other than those of a drafting or consequential nature 
have been made. _.' 
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