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" ,1973.' No. 374' : ,,[C) 

RATES 

Rates Regulations '(Northern ireland) 

REGULATIONS, DATED' 28TH SEPTEMBER 1~73, MADE BY tHE MINISTR; ,'OF' 
:FINANCE' UNDER ARTicLES 8, 34 AND 35 OF THE RATES (NORTHERN 

. IRELAND) ORDER 1972. 

The Ministry of Finance on beh~lf of the Secretary of State 'and in ex~r~' 
cise of the !powers oonferred on it by Articles 8, 34' .and '35 of the Rate,s 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1972(a), and of all other powers enabling it in'that 
lJehalf, hereby makes the following regulations: - ' '" 

Citation','- comme/icement and interpretation 
, 'l.~l) These regulations m~ be cited as Dhe Rates Regcila.tions (Northern 

Ireland) 1973 and shall come into -operation on' 1st October 1'973: 
• .,1 • . i '\ 

:' ~ (2) In thesen;:gulations "the Order" means the &~tes (Northern Irefand) 
Order 1972. ' ' 

Time, of making notitzcatiolJ. of district rate 
. ", ',2.~l) The date in any year not later than whi~h a district council mus~ 
make the district rate for that year under Article 8(1) of the Order shall be 
7th ApriJ~ " " 

'(2) The period' within whioh a district couI):cil m,ust notify the Ministry 
under, Article 8(3) of tlhe Order' of the amount in the Ipoundof the district 
rate ;m~de by {he ~orinciJ shall be 7 days. ' ' 

. . '... " . " 

(3) The notification shall be in writing. 

Payments to district councils on account of district rates 
3.-(1) This regulation shall have effect for the purpose, of fixing the 

amounts of payments which fall to be made by the Miqistry to district ooun-
cils under Article 34(1) of the Order. ' 

, ,'q) Not later tlhan 1st March in the year 1974 and each succeeding year 
each district council shall serve on the Ministry. notice of the amount 
estimated by the council under section 53(2)(e) of the' Local Oovernm,ent, Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1972(b) to be required ,to, be raised by fl1.eans of a rate 
made ,by the): counci1'~or the next-following financial y~r. 

(3) Subject' to 'paragraphs (5), (6)(b) and (7) the Ministry shall during the 
year, ending on '31st March 1975 and each succeeding year p:ay ~o each'dis­
trict council a sum equal'to the amount 6f the estimate notified to the Ministry 
under paragraph (2) in resrpect of that year. 

'. (4) The sum/) me:qtioned in paragmph (3) shall be ,paid by monthly 
imitalihents on the first, day of ,each month;, 'and, subject .to paragraphs ,(5), 
(6)(b) and (7) the instalments shall, as nearly M may be, be, of equal. amounts, 
except th'at the Ministry may round off the aimount of any of the instalment's 
.' . " .~ , '. . 

(a) S.t 1972, No. 1633 (N.I.1'6): (b) 1972. c. 9 (N. I.) , 
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other than either the first or the last to the nearest hundred pounds and adjust 
the amount of the first or, as the case may be, the last of the instalments 
accordingly. 

(5) If it appears to the Ministry that the amount of 'any estimate notified 
to the Ministry bya council under paragraph (2) in respect of any year is 
likely to be 3.ubstantially greater than the product of the district rate for that 
year, the Ministry may determine t9 pay to :the counciJ during that year 
(subject to paragraphs (6)(b) and (7» a sum equal to tJhe amount which is 
estimated by the Ministry to be the likely product of the rate instead of the 
sum mentioned in paragraph (3), and any instalments under paragraph (4) 
which have pot yet been paid may be reduced accordingly. 

(6) When the amount of the product of a district rate for any year has 
been ascertained-

(a) :it that amount exceeds the amount paid to the council in respect of 
that year under paragraph (3) or, as the case may be, paragraph (5) 
the :balance shall, subject to paragraph (7), be paid by the Ministry 
to the district council; . 

(b) if that amount is less than the amount so paid the balance shall be 
set off against any sum which would otherwise be payable by the 
Ministry to the district council under this regulation. 

(7) In making payments to any district council under this regulation 
during the year ending on 31st March 1975 or any succeeding year, the 
Ministry may defer payment of any sum not exceeding that which has to the 
amount of the estimate notified to the Ministry under paragraph (2), or, where 
paragraph (5) applies, the amount of the estimate made by the Ministry under 
that paragraph, in respect of that year bhe same proportion as the amount 
of arrears of distriot rate carried forward at tJhe end of the then last-preceding 
year and for the time being stilI outstanding has to the amount which is 
estimated by the Ministry to be the likely product of the district rate for that 
last-preceding year. 

(8) Before-
(a) making, under paragraph (5), any reduction in the amount of any 

instalment, or 
(b) deferring, under paragraph (7), payment of any sum, the Ministry 'shall 

consult with the district council concerned 
(9) This regulation shal,l apply in relation to tJhe period of six months 

ending on 31st March 1974 as it applies in relation ;to any year as if-
(a) any reference which is, or is to be construed as, a reference to a 

financial year (including the references in paragraph (3) but not in­
eluding any reference in paragraph (7) except the references to the 
last-preceding year) included a reference to that period; 

(b) the reference in paragraph (2) to' 1st Maroh in any year there 
mentioned included a reference to 1st October 1973.. 

Ascertainment of rate product 
4.-(1) Regulations 5, 6 and 7 shail have effect for prescribing the 

manner in which the product of a rate of one penny in the pound is to be 
ascertained for the purposes there mentioned. 

, (2) Where, for any of those purposes, it is necessary to ascertain the 
amount of the product ofa rate in the pound which is mpre or less than one 
penny, that amount shall 1be ascertained proportionally from the amount of 
the product of a rate of one penny in the pound. ' 
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" :(3) For ,~hep:unposes of regulatIons 5, and 6 and the Schedule, the TaJteable 
value of any hereditament or of any district or of Northern Ireland for any 
year shall 'Ibe ,taken to be, the sum of the ratealble 'values ·of 1JhM hereditament, 
or of all the hereditaments in that district or in Northern Ireland, as the case, 
J:lWY .be,. !it the beginning.of the year and at the end of. the year divideo by two.' ,- " , , . .. . 

(4) In regulations 5, 6 and 7 and the Schedule' any reference to a year 
includes a reference !o the period of six months e~ding on $lst March 1974. 

Determination of the sum payable to a district council ,i1i respect of any year 
as!Jeing eql!pl tQ the product of the rate. made by that council for . .that 
year 
5. For the purpose of detenmining under Article 34(1) of the Order the 

sum payable to a district council in respect of any year as being equal to the'. 
product of the rate made by :tiliat council for that ye~r, the product of a rate 
of one penny in the pound for the district of .the coundl for that year shall' 
be:.: a,scert,ained ip. accordance with t~e Schedule. 

1'hf!,.r~SQ'urces ~lement of. Gerneral Excheq~r Gr®i 
6.-'41) Subject to paragraph (2), for the purpose 'of deterinining under 

Pait I of Schedule 1 to the Local Government &C. (Northern Ireland) Order 
1972(c} the {l;mountof the resources element of the General Exchequer Grant 
which is payable to a- 'district council for any year, ;the product of a rate of 
one peJ,lny 41 the pound fot the district of .the council for that year shall b" 
ascertained in.' a~rdance with .the Sohedule. 

{2) In determining the product of a rate of one penny in ·the pound for 
any district for. that pU1ipose~ , 

Ca) there Slhall be added to the amount of gross rate income the amount of 
. the derating element of the General Exchequer Grant which is. payable 

" to the COUi19il for that year; and 
'(b} there shall'lbe'disregarded any rebate under Atticle 28' of [the Order. 

(3) For the purpose of calculating the standard penhY rate product for the 
purposes of the. said Part I, the product of a rate of one penny in the ·pound 
for any- other district shall be ascertained in a corresponding manner. 

Expenditure limited by reference to 'a stated rate product 
7~ for tJhe purposes, of'any transferred .provision Which limits the' expen­

diture .of a distriCt council for any purpose in any year by reference to the 
produot. of a rate of a stated amount in the pound on the rateahle value of 
the "district of the ;council, ~he product of a rate of one penny in the .pound 
f.or .the district 'shaUbe taken to be theamolint obtained by' dividing the 
amount estimated by the council under sectiorr53(2)(e) of the Local Govern­
ment Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 to be' required to be raised by means of 
a 'rate made by the council fOT that year by the total of the' pence in the 
pound of the 'district rate for that year. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Finance for Northern 
" Ireland this 28th day of September 1973: . 

Cc) S.I. 1972, No. 1999 (N.1. 22). 

David Clement, 
Assi~tant SeGre.t!;lfy. 
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Regulations 5 'and .6 

Malinerof deterlnination 
2. The product O!f a rate' 0.£ one penny in the pound for any 'district for a"riy 

year shall be determined by deducting from the gross rate income the cost 9f 
collection and the loss on collect,ion and dividing the remainder (lierei'na,fter 
called "the total rate product") by the to,tal Of the pence in the pound of the rates 
made for the year. . 

Gross rate income 
. 3. The gross ra,te income fbr any district for any year shall be asceita"ihed 

by .. adding together the following amouIits:--' . 
(a) ,the total of amounts produced hy calculating;" from the rateaJoli value 

of each hereditament in the district shown in the record kept by the 
:Mindstry of rates payable for ·that year, the gr<>ssIiability of the heredita­

. .. . ments to· -rates for the year, less the to-tal amount of any reliefs granted 
". iri respect of such heteditaments under Part II of Schedule 18 t.o the Order: 

:(h) the difference betJween the total 0'£ the amounts payable. in. respect of rates 
in respect of hereditaments in the district whioh either are d~el1ing-h.():uses 
or, though not dwelling-houses, are used mainJy for the· purposes. of· a 
pr-ivate .dwelling and the total of the amollllts which would have been' 'SQ 
payable but for the operation of Ar-tic1e 27 of the Order; . .' 

. (c) the total of the amounts paid ,by the Crown :by way of contrilbutipnin 
lieu, or in aid, of rates as mentioned 'in Article 44(3) of the Ordei: for the 

. year in respect of proper,ty in the district; . .' " 
.. Cd) the- totl),l or amounts by iway of rates for an earlier year. fQun4 durin.g 

the year to be recovera'b1e in respect ,of hereditaments o.r former heredita­
ments jn the district under ArtiCle 13 0.£. the Order odn reSpect of a4just-
ments in. respect of rates written off as .jrrecoverable~ . . 

Ce) 2:5 percent. of the total 'of amouli,ts ·found· during the y~r to be recover­
atble in respect of adjustments of reiba,tes under 'ArtiCle 28 of the Order 
~n respe.ct ofhereditalhents or former heredHaments in the dh.trict.. ' 

Cost of collection . . 
. 4.-::"(1) fThe cost Of(:911ectio~ for any district £or ap.y y€(ar $all1be the p.roper 
pr,oportion of the total cost of colle,ction for that year of'rates for. the who,le ·of 

:Northern Ireland. ... .... . 
", . '. :' .. ' 

(2) The total cost of collection for any year shall be. determined by .ascer,taining 
t:h~ net cost of levying rates . dllring the. year, inclu&ng such propqrtion as ,th~ 
Ministry considers aPtProl'riatte exf- .' : . ;';'; .. ::. . , 

(a). expenses attdbuta:b1e,in parot to the matters ·aforesaid and in pa-rtto othc<J,' 
matters; and 

(b) expenses incurred by way of superannuation and 0;,£ compensation for. loss 
o,f office or loss or airp,inution of emoluments; 

but not-inclurnng'an¥allowances made to owners under Article 20 or· 21- or to 
pccupiers under Article 31 Otf the Order or any'abatemen~s made'under"pa'ragrapfi 
1(2) CIf Part I of Schedule 18 to the Ordet:. 

(3) For the pUJ.:pose· of this .paragraph the proper proportion for anydisttict 
for an¥ year is the' proportion which the ratealble value of the district bears to 
the rateable value -Qf Northern Ireland. 
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(4) For the purposeS of sub"iParagraph (3)· "rateable value" shall be taken 
to include the values entered in the valuation list in respeot of Crown property 
as mentioned in Article 44(3) of the Order and regulation 4(3) shall have effect 
accordingly. 

Loss on 'collection 
., 5 .. The loss on collection for any district for any year shall be the aggregate 
o:f·the follo.wing amounts:-' . 
.. (a) the total amount for the .year od' rates. written off jn respect olf heredit~ents 

or former hereditaments in the distr,ict including allowances ma,de by way 
of discount under Articles 20 and 21 of the Order but not including 
allowances made by the way of discount under Article 3.1 od' the Order 
Of abatements made under paragraph 1(2) of Part I of Schedule 18 to the 
Order; ana 

(b) '25 per ·cent. of t;he total ·amount of reibates afforded in the year under 
Article 28 of the Order in res!pect cif hereditaments or former hereditament,s 
in the. district. . . 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not ptll't 'Of the Regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

These regulations make provision-

.. ' . (1) ·pre~cribing. the 'periods within which dist:ri~t rates ml,lst be tnade and 
notified to the Ministry of Finance in any financial year; 

(2) Providing for the payments which are to be made to district councils 
by that 'Ministry on account of district rates; and 

(3). providing for the manner in whioh the product of a rate is' to be 
ascertained for purposes of- . 

(a) .the payments mentioned at (2) above; 
(b)' General Exchequer Grant; and 
(c)enactments which limit a district council's ·e~enditure for .;uly 

punpose by reference· to the produot .of a rate ·of a specified 
amount in the pound. 
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