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EDUCATIQN 

No. 375 

. [C) 

Voluntary Primary, Intermediate and Special Schools Building Grants 

REGULATI()NS, DATED 28TH SEPtBMimR 1973, MADE BY THE MiNISTRY OF 
EDUCATION WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE M'rnISTRY OF FINANCE UNDER 
ARTICLES 106 AND. 125 OF· THE EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES' (NORTHERN 
IRELAND) ORDER 1972. 

The Ministry of Education (her.einafter referred to as "the Ministry") on 
behalf of the Secretary of State and in exercise of the powers conferred on 
it by Articles.'106 and 125 of the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1972(a) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf and with 
the approval of the Ministry of Finance hereby makes ~he following 
Regulations: -

. Citation and oommencement 
1.-(1) These Regulations may he cited as the Voluntary Primary, Inter

mediate and Special Schools Building Grant Regula,tions (Northern Ireland) 
1973. 

{2) These Regulations shall come into operation on 1st October 1973. 

(:\) The Voluntary Primary, Intermediate and Special Schools Building 
Grant Regulatio1;ls (N·orthern Ireland) 1964(b) are hereby. re:voked-•. 

Definitions 
2. In these Regulations-

. "boarding accQmmodation" includes approve4 res~dential accommodation . 
for teaching and dOID(;)stic staff as well as residential accommodation 
for pupils; 

"Order'" means the E<iucatiqn and Libraries (Northern irehmd) Order 
1972; .. 

"school'" means a grant-aided primary, intermediate or special scho01 not 
being a controlled school. . 

3.-(1) These Regulations shall apply to ~he payment of grants by the' 
Ministry under Article 106 of the Order towards aPlProved expenditure 
incurred oil. 'or in oonnection with the :provision of a new school or the 

. alteration' of an existing sohool. 

(2) Where approved expenditure has been incurred in connection with the 
proposed provision of a new school or the proposed alteration of an existing 
school and the project in connection wi,th which such expenditure has been 
incurred is with the approval of the Ministry abandoned in favour of another 
project (hereinafter referred to as "the 'superseding project") approved for 
the purpose of grant under these Regulations, then the expenditure so in
curred, or so much thereOtf as the Ministry may consider reasonable in the 
circumstances, may at the discretion of the Ministry be treated ror the' pur
poses of paragraph (l) of ~his Regulation as approved expenditure incurred 
in connection with the supers~ding project. 

(a) S.I. 1972, No. 1263 (N.I. 12). (fJ) S.R. & O. (N. I.) 1964, No. 213; 1968 •. No. 75 .. 
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Application for grants 
4.-{1) Save as provided in Regulation 10 applications for payment 0[ 

grant shall be made by or on behalf of the trustees or other persons (in thes'e 
Regulations called "the applicants") in whom ownership of the school 
premises is, or is to be, vested and shall be in such form and contain such 
,particulars and information as ;the Ministry may require. 

,(2) 'The applicants shall furnish, or cause to be fmnished to the Ministry, 
such, sketch plans, working drawings, specifications, estimates, tenders and 
other documents as ,the Ministry may require to be submitted for its approval 
or information. 

RestridiPns on payment of grants 
5.-(1) A grant shall not be paid unless the applicants-
(a) provide or undertake to !provide such additional sum as will when 

added to the grant be sufficient in the Oipinion of the Ministry to meet 
the total cost of the works proposed to be carried out; and . 

(b) satisfy the Ministry that the school premises are vested for ever or for 
an approved ,term of years· and on such terms and conditions (including 
rent if any) as the Ministry may approve in trustees appointed with 
the approval of ~he Ministry for the purpose of maintaining and 
carrying J()n a school or [or such other purposes of the Order 01' of ;the 
Recreation and Youth Service (Northern Ireland) Order 1973(c) as 
the Ministry may approve. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (1) ,a ,grant for the provision of a new 
school shall not be paid unless the applicants satisfy the Ministry-

(a) that the sohool is needed to ensure adequate and suitaNe provisiort 
for the education of the pupils expected to attend and that the site.is 
suitable for the ipunposes of the school; and 

(b) that they have in accordance with Article 12(1) of ,the Order consulted 
the 'board for the area in which the sohool is to be established. 

(3) Where it is necessary for the purposes of payment of grant under ;these 
Regulations ror a document to be prepared vesting the school in the 
applicants, the document will be prepared by the Ministry's Solicitor free of 
charge save for stamp duty- or other statutory fees or for any expenditure 
incurred in obtaining proof of title or any necessary consent. 

Conditions applicable. where a gf1ant has been paid 
6.-(1) The applicants sihall insure and keep insured the pr,emises (in

cluding all buildings or erections thereon and aU fixtures, fittings and 
equiJPment therein) ag;:tinst loss or damage by fire or flood and against . such 
other risks as the Ministry may from time to time in writing direct in some 
in~urance office 9f repute for a sum equal to the replacement value thereof; 
tbey shall also insure adequately [against loss, damage and any accident caused 
by or related to a boiler installed on the premises. 

. (2) The applicants shall from time ,to time upon request produce to the 
Ministry any poiicy of insurance for the time being in force ,.and the receipt 
for the last pr:emium due thereunder and shall whenever any loss or damage 
by fire, flood or otherwise shall happen to the school premises or to' ;the 
buildings or erections thereon or the fixtures, fittings' or equipment therein, 
or any part thereof, expend in rebuilding or reinstatitig the same all or sb 
much ·of the money received under such insurance as aforesaid as the 
Ministry may require . 

.<c) S.I. 1973, iNo. 961 (N.I. 12). 
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(3) The premises or the ,furnHure, fittings or equipment th~reof shall' not 
be used ,otp,erwise, than for th,e purposes of the Order, or, of the Recreation 
a,:p.d Youth- Service (Northern Ire1and) Order 1973 and in particular; but 
wjthQut prejudice to the generality. of the foregoing. they" shall not be ,'used 
for lPoHtical meetings, or ,£or the transaction of. any ,political. business; bpt 
nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the' iPremises !being used as' p.olling 
booth& for the purposes of parliamentary, Northern Ireland Assembly or local 
government el~ctiQns at of section 1 of the N orthe,rn 1rela:p,d Con,stitution 
Act 1973(d) on'the,requisition ,of the o:ffic~r res'ponsible under'the epaGtn;le1:i,ts 
governing such elections.' , , 

(4) The applicants shall maintain the premises (including all buildings 
or erections there on and all fixtures, fittings, and equipment- :therein), in a 
manner satisfactory to :tihe Ministry and shall carry out ,orcallse t9 be carried 
out such works of internal or external maintenance or take such other action 
as, tl,1e, MinistrY may [rom, time to time di!-"ect: , 

Provided that, if a,nd so long as the school is a maintained school, this 
paragraph shall 'not ajplplys.o as to require the applicants to perform any 
duties which ,:;l. board is required to perform in respect of the said schooL 

7. If :within a period,of fifty years from'the corrupletion of the works in 
respect of which a grant has been paid under Ar.ticle 106 of the Order or the 
corresponding provisLon of any enactment repeaJed by t,he Order, or within 
such lesser period as the Ministry may in any particular case determJne, the 
school ceases to be maintained and carried on as a school the full amount 
or such less'er amount as the ,Ministry may deter.inine of the grant paid 'shall 
be repaid to the Ministry which amount !!flay be recovered iby th,e Ministry 
a:s a civil, debt due to it. 

Payment of grants , ' 
8.-(.1). Subject as hereinafter provided; a payment ,on foot of a' grant shall 

not be made towards expenditure incurred in the purchase of lands, premises 
or equipment without the prior approval of the Ministry or on wor~s begun 
before ,the Ministry has signi,fied its approval thereof or (ex,cept as iProvided 
by p~ragraph (3) with reSipect to payment of instalments) on works which 
have not .been c?"rrupleted to the satisfaction :of the Minis~ry:: , 

Provided .that expenditure incurred without the prior 'approval of the 
Ministry may be admitted for grant at the discretion of the Mini~try ,either 
in fqll or to such extent as the Ministry considers reasonable in the 
~ircurns):aiices.· " " , '. , ' 
" '" (2) ,Exp(;)nditure on the carrying-out of works shail niot, sav.e in so far as 
th,e Ministry may otherwise ¥prove, be treated as rupproved expenditure, 'for 
the, iPurpose~ ,of tl:).ese Regulations unless incurred by acc~ptance 9f. t1,1,e,.lQWe~t 
Comp~titive tender:, received,in ,response to public ac1.vertisernent.! ": , .. ~" "" 

- (3) The Ministry may pay grants iby in&talments" the ,:fust of which shall 
l;lot be paid until at least one-tenth of the estimated cost <of the. work has, been 
met.l1?y the ~pplic~nts ~nd the,final instalment of grant shall,not be paid until 
tl1e work has been completed to the satisfaction of the, Ministry al;ld, any 
defe9ts liabiUty period, prescribed in the contract documents, has e,!{pjred., ' 

(4)' 11he applicants shall furp.ish or cause to be furnished, to the, Mih;i.~try 
all such' receipts, 'architects' 'certificates at other documents as .the Ministry 
may,require for'the purpose of Vlo\lching the approved, eXiPenditure' t()IWaros' 
which the grant is to be paid. " , ,,', 

(d) 1973. c. 36. 
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(5) On such VQuching, payments on' faot of the grant may be made to 
the applicants or to any manager or other persQn nominated by them whose 
receipt shall be a good disoharge to. the·Ministry. 

Loss or damage by fire, boiler, etc. 
?-(1) Grant shall not· be paid in ·:respect of expenditure incurred in 

making. good loss or damage resulting from fire, flood ,or frQm any defect 
in or accident to, or accident caused by, a ·boiler installed on the iPremises 
Or from any other risk in respect of which the Ministry has· issued it direction 
'under Regulation 6(1). -

(2) Where after premises have suffered such loss Qr damage" as is referred 
to in paragraph (1) works are carried Qut with the approval of the Ministry 
which result in alterations to the premises in addition or in lieu of the making 
good of such loss or damage, the expenditure on such works "in respect Qf 
which grant is payable, shall be the approved CQst Qf the works reduced by 
the estimated cost '0f making go,od such l'0SS or damage. 

(3) Where after premises have suffered such 1'0SS or damage as is referred 
,to in paragraph (1) new :premises are provided with the approval of the 
Ministry in lieu '0f the making good '0f such loss '0r damage, the expenditure 
'0n such wQrks in respect '0f w,hich grant is payable shall be the appr'0ved C'0st 
'0f the works reduced by the estimated cost of making good such loss '0r 
damage. 

(4) For the purp'0ses '0f this Regulati'0n the estimated oost '0f making 
good l'0SS Qr damage shall ibe the cost as e,stimated by '0r agreed by the 
Ministry .. 

Schools vested in the Ministry 
10. These Regulati'0tls shall in their application t'0 sch'0ols vested in the 

Ministry have effect subject tQ the following modificati'0ns:-
(a) applicati'0ns for grant shall be made fby rt:he manager of the school; 
(b) fQr Regulation 5(l)(a) the f'0llowing Regulation shall be substituted:-

"S.-(I)(a) A grant shall not be paid under these RegulatiQns 
unless the manager of the school prQvides '0r. undertakes to pr'0vide 
such additional sum as will when added. t'0 the grant be sufficient 
in the Qpinion '0f .the Ministry to meet the total C'0st of the w'0rk 
proposed t'0 be carried out;" 

Cc) in Regulati'0n 6(1) and in Regulation 8 any reference t'0 the applicants 
shall be _ deemed t'0 be a reference to the manager '0f the schoQl.. 

Sealed with the Official Seal '0f the Ministry of Education for Northern 
Ireland this 28th day '0f September 1973. 

(L.s.) T. R. Meharg,
Assistant Secretary. 

The Ministry '0f Finance on behalf Qf the Secretary '0f State hereby 
approves -the foreg'0ing Regulations. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Finance fQr Northern 
Ireland this 28th day '0f September 1973. 

(L.s.) David Clement, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note i~ not part 'Of the Regulati!ons, but is intended to ' 
indicate their general purport.) 

, These Regulations prescdbe the conditions under which gran~s may be 
made' by thetMinistry under the provisions of Article 106(1) of the Educati()n 
and Ubrari~s .order of 1972 for t~ provision of new. or the alteration of 
existing voluntary primary, intermediate and special schools. ' They revoke 
the Volunta,ry Primary. ,Intermediate and Special Schools Building Grant 
Regulations': 1964. 
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