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SCOTTISH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2015 No. 446

The Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015

PART 2
RULES IMPLEMENTING THE PUBLIC CONTRACTS DIRECTIVE

CHAPTER 2

RULES ON PUBLIC CONTRACTS

Choice of Participants and Awarding Contracts

Quality assurance standards and environmental management standards

63.—(1)  A contracting authority must, where it requires the production of certificates drawn up
by independent bodies attesting that the economic operator complies with certain quality assurance
standards, including on accessibility for disabled persons, refer to quality assurance systems based
on the relevant European standards series certified by accredited bodies.

(2)  A contracting authority must recognise equivalent certificates from bodies established in
other member States.

(3)  A contracting authority must also accept other evidence of equivalent quality assurance
measures where the economic operator concerned had no possibility of obtaining such certificates
within the relevant time limits for reasons that are not attributable to that economic operator, provided
that the economic operator proves that the proposed quality assurance measures comply with the
required quality assurance standards.

(4)  Where a contracting authority requires the production of certificates drawn up by independent
bodies attesting that the economic operator complies with certain environmental management
systems or standards, the authority must refer to—

(a) the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme of the EU referred to in Regulation (EC) No
1221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the voluntary participation
by organisations in a Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS), repealing
Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 and Commission Decisions 2001/681/EC and 2006/193/
ECM1;

(b) other environmental management systems as recognised in accordance with Article 45 of
that Regulation; or

(c) other environmental management standards based on the relevant European or
international standards by accredited bodies,

and must recognise equivalent certificates from bodies established in other member States.
(5)  Where an economic operator had demonstrably no access to such certificates referred to in

paragraph (4), or no possibility of obtaining them within the relevant time limits for reasons that
are not attributable to that economic operator, the contracting authority must accept other evidence
of environmental management measures, provided that the economic operator proves that these
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measures are equivalent to those required under the applicable environmental management system
or standard.

Marginal Citations
M1 OJ No L 342, 22.12.2009, p.1, amended by Council Regulation (EU) No 517/2013 (OJ No L 158,

10.6.2013, p.1).
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