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SCOTTISH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2021 No. 249

The Council Tax Reduction (Scotland) Regulations 2021

PART 4

Procedural Matters
CHAPTER 3
Effective Date

['Changes of circumstances in cases involving an award of universal credit

34A.—(1) Subject to paragraph (9), this regulation applies only where a change of circumstance
occurs in the case of an applicant who has an award of universal credit.

(2) Subject to paragraphs (3) to (11), for the purpose of calculating entitlement to council tax
reduction a change of circumstances which affects entitlement to council tax reduction is to take
effect—

(a) where the change is a cessation of entitlement to universal credit, from the first day
immediately following the day on which entitlement ceased,

(b) where the Secretary of State has notified of a change of circumstances relevant to the

universal credit [*award], from the first Monday of the assessment period in which the
change is applied.

(3) Where a local authority becomes aware of a change relevant to the [award of] universal
credit, and also relevant to the administration of its local council tax reduction scheme, before the
change is notified by the Secretary of State, the local authority may elect to apply the change—

(a) from the date on which the change actually occurs, where the change relates to the joining,
or leaving, of a household by the partner of an applicant,

(b) for any other change not falling within sub-paragraph (a), from the first Monday
immediately following the day on which the change actually occurred.

(4) Where the local authority becomes aware of a change of circumstances which is relevant to
the administration of its local council tax reduction scheme, but is not relevant to the [*award of]
universal credit, the change takes effect from the first Monday immediately following the date on
which the change occurs.

(5) Where the change of circumstances is an amendment to these Regulations, the change takes
effect from the date on which the amendment to these Regulations comes into force.

(6) Subject to paragraph (7), where the change of circumstances is a change in the amount of
council tax payable, the change takes effect from the day on which the change in amount actually
occurs.

(7) Where the change of circumstances is a change in the amount a person is liable to pay in
respect of council tax in consequence of Regulations made under section 80 of the Act or changes in
the discount to which a dwelling may be subject under section 79 of the Act, the change takes effect
from the day on which the change in amount has effect.
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(8) Where the change of circumstances is the death of an applicant’s partner and at the date of
that death the partners jointly had an award of universal credit, the change takes effect on the last day
on which the applicant’s partner is treated as if they had not died for the purpose of entitlement to
universal credit in accordance with regulation 37(a) (run-on after a death) of the 2013 Regulations.

(9) Where the change of circumstances is the death of an applicant’s partner and at the date of
that death either the applicant or the applicant’s partner had an award of universal credit but it was
not to the partners jointly, the change of circumstances takes effect on the date of that death.

(10) Where as a result of a change of circumstances leading to an alteration of an award of
a benefit payable under the Benefits Acts or the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018, there is
awarded a premium described in paragraph [*(11)], the change of circumstances takes effect from
the beginning of the first day of the reduction week starting immediately after the day on which the
change of circumstances actually occurs.

(11) The premiums referred to in paragraph (10) are—

[%(a) the disabled child premium and the enhanced disability premium payable in accordance
with paragraph 4, 4A, 4C or 4D of schedule 1,]

(b) the disability premium payable in accordance with paragraphs 11 and 12 of schedule 1,
(c) the severe disability premium payable in accordance with paragraph 13 of schedule 1,

(d) the enhanced disability premium payable in accordance with paragraph 14 of schedule 1.]
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