POLICY NOTE

THE TRAFFIC SIGNS AMENDMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS AND
GENERAL DIRECTIONS 2022

SSI 2022/111
The above instrument was made in exercise of the powers conferred by section 64(1) to (3)

and section 65(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The instrument is subject to
negative procedure.

Purpose of the instrument.

The purpose of this Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) is to amend the Traffic Signs
Regulations and General Directions 2016 as it applied in Scotland by making necessary
updates which are intended to meet the needs of the road network in Scotland. It will
address issues including:

¢ Prescribing signs for Low Emission Zones (LEZ);

¢ Prescribing signs and markings which have on occasion been authorised for use
in Scotland through the non-prescribed sign process, but are not currently
prescribed within the regulations;

¢ Ensuring sign requirements are appropriate in a specifically Scottish context;

e Updating the symbols for bodies such as Forestry and Land Scotland and RSPB;
and

¢ Supporting signing for modern infrastructure such as vehicle charging and
motorhome service points.

Background and Policy Objectives

The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 (TSRGD) sets out directions and
regulations relating to traffic signs and road markings.

Powers over traffic signs were devolved to Scottish Ministers under the Scotland Act 2016.
Since then, the powers have been used only once (in S.S.12018/161) to make limited
corrections to TSRGD which mirrored amendments being made in the UK.

Transport Scotland has recognised a need to amend TSRGD specifically to meet the evolving
needs of the Scottish road network. In the period since devolution of powers over traffic
signs, a live list of potential amendments has been maintained. Issues have been identified
through various channels, including:

¢ [ssues consistently being highlighted through the non-prescribed signs approval
process, indicating situations where prescribing new signs may be more appropriate,

e [ssues identified by Transport Scotland officials, noting situations arising where new
prescribed signs would be beneficial,

e [ssues highlighted by Scottish local authorities, noting situations arising where new
prescribed signs would be beneficial,

e [ssues consistently highlighted through enquiries from the public,



® Issues raised at Transport Scotland’s Traffic Signs Working Group, a regular forum
including traffic signs practitioners from Scottish and local government, road
operators and industry bodies.

This SSI will amend the TSRGD to meet the needs of the road network in Scotland.

Proposed amendments to the TSRGD are to address the following issues:

® Prescribing signs for LEZs;

® Prescribing signs and markings which have on occasion been authorised for use
through the non-prescribed sign process, but are not currently prescribed within the
regulations;

¢ Scotland specific amendments to reflect unique requirements of the Scottish road
network;

e Updating symbols for bodies such as Forestry and Land Scotland and RSPB; and

® Supporting signing for modern infrastructure such as vehicle charging and motorhome
service points.

It is emphasised that the SSI is only for the specific purpose of amending the general
directions and regulations relating to traffic signs. This SSI will also prescribe signs for
LEZs, supporting the introduction of LEZ schemes in Scotland. LEZ schemes are established
and regulated under separate secondary legislation, namely The Low Emission Zone
(Emission Standards, Exemptions and Enforcement) (Scotland) Regulations 2021, and The
Low Emission Zone (Scotland) Regulations 2021.

A listing of the amendments to be made to the TSRGD is provided in Table 1.

Table 1 — Amendments to Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions

Traffic sign \ Type Description

A new circular symbol to be used on traffic signs, such as

warning sign
legends

LEZ symbol |New sign direction signs and advance warning signs, indicating a low
emission zone.
A new sign to indicate the entry to a low emission zone,
LEZ entry . incorporating the LEZ symbol and advising that cameras
. New sign . ; . e
sign are in operation for the purposes of identifying
contraventions of LEZ Schemes.
LEZ repeater . A new sign permitted for use within a low emission zone, to
. New sign . . . .
sign remind drivers, incorporating the LEZ symbol.
. . A new sign to indicate the exit from a low emission zone
LEZ i . ’
end sign | New sign incorporating the LEZ symbol.
LEZ road . A new road marking to emphasise the entry to a low
. New sign ..
marking emission zone.
Additional Extension of the permitted plates to be used with Diagram

Amendment to
existing sign

562 (triangular exclamation mark warning sign), enabling
cyclists crossing and concealed accesses to be highlighted.

Requirements

Amendment to

Amendments to the required thresholds, allowing wider




Traffic sign \ Type Description

entrance sign

existing sign

for local existing sign use of the existing local facilities sign. This will enable

facilities more remote village services to be signed, where they

signing would not have met the existing threshold. Will also allow
electric vehicle charging facilities to be included on this
sign.

Town or Extension of the permitted background colours which can

. Amendment to .. . i
village be used on the existing town or village entrance sign

featuring an image.

Forestry and
Land

Amendment to

Updating to the current symbol for this organisation (used

speed limits

Scotland existing sign on tourist information signs).
symbol
RSPB Permitting this symbol to be used on tourist information

New sign signs, for relevant attractions (as it currently is in England
symbol

and Wales).

Countdown New signs incorporating countdown markers to identify a
markers to | New sign speed control area approaching. Particularly intended for

use on approaches to towns and villages.

Parking Permitting a second distance to be included in the existing
. Amendment to . . . . .
distance C parking area approach sign, Diagram 2501, allowing drivers
existing sign . .

plates to make more informed choice.
Pedestrian o oy . .
Jone — Amendment to Permitting the existing pedestrian and cycle zone signs

. C (Diagrams 618.3B and 618.3C) to be identified by flashing
flashing existing sign . . e . .
lights lights. Current regulations require fixed time periods.
Symbols for New symbol for use on direction signs, to indicate locations
motorhome |New sign where motorhomes and campervans can be serviced (water,
servicing toilet etc.).

Saving Provision

To ensure that existing signs already in place on the
network will remain valid, even where they are superseded
by amendments within these Regulations.

Consultation

To comply with the requirements of section 134(7) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
as inserted into the 1984 Act by the Scotland Act 2016, Schedule 2, Part 1, paragraph 12(5),
the UK Government Department for Transport has been consulted.

As a result of that consultation no changes to the SSI were proposed.

A wider invitation to comment on the proposals was distributed in September 2021.
Comments were invited by e-mail return. An indicative six week period for feedback was




stated, though the mailbox for comments has remained open and monitored in the period
beyond this date.

The invitation was sent to a total of 66 parties, summarised below. The bracketed numbers
indicate the number of parties contacted under each category:

Local authorities (32)

Transport Scotland (2)

Emergency Services (3)

UK Department for Transport (1)
Regional Transport Partnerships (6)
Legal authorities (2)

National Parks and visitor organisations (5)
Haulage associations (2)

Motoring organisations (2)

Public transport operators (6)

Road operating companies (5)

Of these, 14 parties responded to the invitation, and a total of 119 comments were received.
These comments have all been considered to determine whether they might affect the
proposals.

Following the collation of feedback, further meetings with key stakeholders were held to
discuss some of the comments received. These meetings have supported the development of
the proposals. The feedback received, and the subsequent discussions, resulted in some
changes to the proposals taken forward into the Regulations.

Impact Assessments

A Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA) has been prepared in relation to this
SSI and a copy is attached.

Screening of this SSI in relation to the following impact assessments determined minimal or
no impact and a full impact assessment is not required:

Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment
Data Protection Impact Assessment

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Equality Impact Assessment

Fairer Scotland Duty Assessment

Future Proofing Legislation assessment

Island Communities Impact Assessment

Consideration was given to whether the TSRGD Amending Regulations and General
Directions constituted a ‘technical regulation’ within the context of World Trade
Organisation (‘WTQ’) guidance relating to barriers to trade. It was determined that this SSI
does not constitute a technical regulation that would trigger notification requirements
associated with a technical barrier to trade.

Scottish Government

Transport Scotland
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