
POLICY NOTE 

 

ST MARY’S MUSIC SCHOOL (AIDED PLACES) (SCOTLAND)  

AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2022 

 

SSI 2022/173 

 

1. The above instrument was made in exercise of the powers conferred by section 73(f) 

and 74(1) of the Education Scotland Act 1980.   

 

2. The instrument is subject to negative procedure. 

  

Purpose of the instrument. 

 

3. The purpose of the instrument is to update references to EEA nationals to maintain 

eligibility following the end of the UK Exit from the EU ‘Implementation Period’; to 

revise the income levels which determine eligibility for financial assistance under the 

Aided Places Scheme, in order to reflect recent inflation; and to add a new paragraph to 

extend eligibility to displaced Ukrainian nationals taking part in a UK government 

relocation scheme.  

 

Policy Objectives 

 

4. The St Mary’s Music School (Aided Places) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2022 

(‘the 2022 Regulations’) amend the St Mary’s Music School (Aided Places) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2015 (‘the 2015 Regulations’), which provide the legislative framework for 

the administration of the aided places scheme (‘the Scheme’) for pupils attending St 

Mary’s Music School (‘the School’).  

 

5. The 2022 Regulations update the references to applicants who are European Economic 

Area nationals (‘EEA nationals’) following the end of the EU Exit transition period. The 

Regulations ensure that EEA nationals who were in the British Islands prior to the 

Implementation Period completion day (that is, before 11pm on 31 December 2021 

when the transition period ended), and who would have met the aided places scheme 

residency criterion in paragraph 2(1)(b) of schedule 1 of the 2015 Regulations had the 

UK’s status not changed, remain eligible to apply to the scheme. The impact of updating 

these references is that eligibility for EEA nationals who were in the UK before the end 

transition period will be maintained.  

 

6. Further, a new paragraph has been added to regulation 2 of schedule 1 to make reference 

to potential applicants to the Scheme who have arrived in the UK through a UK 

government scheme for Ukrainian displaced persons. Schedule 1 section 2 (1)(c) 

provides for eligibility of a child who is a refugee or the child of a refugee who has been 

granted leave to enter or remain in the British Islands as a refugee. A child who is a 

Ukrainian national or the child of a Ukrainian national arriving in the UK through the 

UK government schemes is not treated as a refugee but a displaced person, and would 

not otherwise be eligible to apply for the Scheme.  

 

7. Opportunity is also being taken to uprate the income bands for the remission of fees. 

The Scheme currently provides financial assistance to up to 55 pupils in relation to the 

remission of tuition and boarding fees; as well as associated expenses by way of 



uniform and travel grants, meal allowances, and the remission of charges for field study 

courses. This is a means tested scheme which, in most cases, requires a contribution to 

be paid by the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of pupils attending the School. The 2022 

Regulations amend the basis on which parental contribution should be calculated by 

altering certain income levels which determine the level of assistance provided by the 

Scheme.  

 

8. Existing income bands and monetary values of the first three income bands have been 

uprated in line with the Consumer Price Index increase seen over the preceding three 

years (calculated using the figures from April 2019 to February 2022, resulting in an 

uplift of approximately 8.2%). These values are periodically increased to help  ensure 

that parental contributions remain in proportion to continued increases in the costs of 

living and were last increased in 2015 and 2019.  These amendments will provide a 

modest reduction in parental contribution for those on lower incomes. 

 

 Consultation  

 

9. There is no statutory obligation to consult in relation to the Scheme, however, the 

School has been consulted throughout the process and raised no objections. 
 

Impact Assessments 

 

10. It is considered that a Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment is not required for 

these amendment regulations as there is no change in cost to the School and no impact 

on demand for places.  

 

11. An Equalities Impact Assessment has been undertaken and makes note of the minor 

amendments to maintain or ensure eligibility for EEA nationals and relevant Ukrainian 

nationals.  

 

Financial Effects  

  

12. There is no expected financial impact on the School, as the total fees remitted are not 

altered by the 2022 Regulations and demand for places is not expected to be affected. 

 

13. Parents and guardians of pupils at the school can expect to see their contribution to fees 

reduce by a modest amount depending on their income level. The amendments are to the 

lower income levels so while they will benefit all families with incomes above the 

previous lowest threshold, the greatest benefit is for lower and middle income earners. 

 

14. There will be a moderate cost to the Scottish Government of the uprating of the first 

three income bands, the income levels at which parental contributions are made are 

raised. This cost will be accommodated within the Scottish Government Learning 

Directorate’s budget for 2022-23. 

 

15. There will be no financial impact on the School. 
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