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DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2009 No.

The Census (England and Wales) Order 2009

Citation and Commencement

1. This Order may be cited as the Census (England and Wales) Order 2009 and shall come into
force on the day after the day on which it is made.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  In this Order—
“census day” means 27th March 2011;
“census night” means the night of 27th March to 28th March 2011;
“dwelling” includes part of a dwelling and any caravan, houseboat, temporary building or other
structure used as living accommodation;
“household” means one person living alone or a group of people (whether or not related) living
at the same address who share cooking facilities and any one or more of the following—
(a) living room,
(b) sitting room,
(c) dining area;
“householder” in relation to an address means a person who is a usual resident at that address
and either—
(a) owns or rents accommodation at that address, or
(b) is responsible for paying household bills and expenses there,
or both and “joint householder” is to be interpreted accordingly;
“individual return”, in relation to any person, means a return made with respect to that person
only.

(2)  For the purposes of this Order—
(a) a person is a usual resident at an address in England or Wales if any of the following

applies—
(i) except where paragraph (iii), (iv) or (v) applies, the address is the usual address of

that person, whether as a member of the household, paying guest, boarder, employee
or otherwise;

(ii) that person spends census night at the address and has no usual address, whether in
England or Wales, or elsewhere;

(iii) in the case of Groups B and C, that person has resided or intends to reside in the
premises at the address for a period of 6 months or more beginning on or before
census day;

(iv) that person is registered or otherwise enrolled as a full-time pupil or student at an
educational establishment and the address is a term-time address;
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(v) in the case of Group E, that person is spending a period of 6 months or more in
custody whether at the address or elsewhere; or

(vi) in the case of Group F, paragraph (i) does not apply and that person has resided or
intends to reside in the premises at the address for a period of 6 months or more
beginning on or before census day;

(b) a person is a reckonable visitor at an address in England or Wales if sub-paragraph (a)
does not apply and the person spends census night at that address.

(3)  In this Order, any reference to a Group is a reference to that Group as specified in Schedule 1.

Date of census

3. A census shall be taken for England and Wales on 27th March 2011.

Persons with respect to whom returns to be made

4.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), for the purpose of that census, returns must be made in
accordance with the provisions of this Order with respect to—

(a) all persons present in England or Wales on census night; and
(b) all usual residents not included in sub-paragraph (a),

who are alive at midnight at the end of census day.
(2)  A return need not be made with respect to any usual resident at an address included in Group

A if that person is one to whom article 5(2) applies or is a member of a household to which article
5(4) applies.

(3)  A return with respect to any person shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this
Order relating to the Group in which that person is included, and in the form prescribed by regulations
made under section 3 of the Census Act 1920(1).

Persons by whom returns to be made

5.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), where a dwelling referred to in column (1) of Group A is
occupied by a household consisting of one usual resident, that person must make a return.

(2)  A return need not be made under paragraph (1) where the person is away from the dwelling
on census day and does not return during the period of 6 months beginning on that day.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), where a dwelling referred to in column (1) of Group A is occupied
by a household consisting of more than one person—

(a) the householder or joint householders; or
(b) in the absence of any such person capable of making a return, any person authorised to

act on their behalf,

must make a return with respect to each person specified in column (2) of Group A, but where the
obligation falls on more than one person, any one of their number may make the return on their
behalf.

(4)  A return need not be made under paragraph (3) where all the members of the household are
away from the dwelling on census day and none returns during the period of 6 months beginning
on that day.

(5)  Any usual resident with respect to whom a return falls to be made in accordance with
paragraph (3) who—

(1) Section 3 was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 1 to the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 (c. 18).
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(a) is aged 16 years or over on census day; and
(b) is capable of making a return,

may elect to make an individual return and, if such a return is made, it must be by that person.
(6)  Every usual resident specified in column (2) of Group B, C, D, E, or F must make an individual

return, but where any such person is, for any reason, incapable of making a return then, on behalf
of that person—

(a) in a case specified in column (2) of Group B or C, the manager or other person for the time
being in charge of the premises must either make the return or arrange for it to be made
by a relative or companion of that person; and

(b) in a case specified in column (2) of Group D, E or F, the return must be made by the person
for the time being in charge of the premises or vessel.

(7)  Every person specified in column (2) of Group G must make an individual return but—
(a) the return may be made on behalf of the person specified by anyone else authorised by

that person; and
(b) where the person specified is incapable for any reason of making a return, it may be made

on that person’s behalf by anyone else capable of doing so.
(8)  Where a dwelling referred to in column (1) of Group A is occupied only by one or more

reckonable visitors, a return in respect of that dwelling must be made by—
(a) the person or persons who would be the householders if they were usual residents at the

address; or
(b) if there is no such person capable of making a return, anyone else authorised to act on

their behalf,

but where the obligation falls on more than one person, any one of their number may make the
return on their behalf.

(9)  In the case of any premises or vessel specified in Group B, C, D, E or F, the person for the
time being in charge of the premises or vessel must make a return in accordance with paragraph (5)
of article 6.

Particulars in returns

6.—(1)  For the purpose of this article any reference to an item is to an item specified in Schedule 2,
and—

“the resident particulars” are those specified in items 1 to 3;
“the visitor particulars” are those specified in items 4 and 5;
“the demographic particulars” are those specified in items 6 to 20;
“the education and employment particulars” are those specified in items 21 to 26;
“the accommodation particulars” are those specified in items 27 to 33;
“the additional particulars for Wales” are those specified in item 34; and
“the additional particulars for individual returns” are those specified in items 35 and 36.

(2)  Every return made in accordance with article 5(1) or (3) must state—
(a) the resident particulars;
(b) if any reckonable visitor is present on census night, the visitor particulars;
(c) the accommodation particulars; and
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(d) in respect of each usual resident other than one who has elected to make an individual
return—

(i) the demographic particulars;
(ii) if the person is aged 16 years or over, the education and employment particulars;

(iii) if the person is a usual resident at an address in Wales, the additional particulars for
Wales.

(3)  Every individual return made in accordance with article 5(5), (6) or (7) must state—
(a) the demographic particulars;
(b) if the person is aged 16 years or over, the education and employment particulars;
(c) if the person is a usual resident at an address in Wales, the additional particulars for Wales;

and
(d) the additional particulars for individual returns.

(4)  Every return made in accordance with article 5(8) must state the visitor particulars and the
accommodation particulars.

(5)  Every return made in accordance with article 5(9) must state the particulars specified in
Schedule 3.

Name
Clerk to the Privy Council.
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