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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations are made in exercise of the power conferred by section 31(1) of the European
Union (Future Relationship) Act 2020 (c. 29).
Regulation 3 amends section 56(1) of the Trade Marks Act 1994 (c. 26) (“the Act”) so as to provide
that references in the Act to a trade mark which is entitled to protection under the Paris Convention
or the WTO agreement include a mark which is well-known in the United Kingdom as being the
mark of a national of the United Kingdom or a person who is domiciled in or has a real and effective
industrial commercial establishment in the United Kingdom.
Regulations 4 and 5 amend section 56(2) of the Act and insert new subsection (2A). These extend
the right of a proprietor of a well known trade mark (as referred to in section 56(1)) to restrain the
use in the United Kingdom of a trade mark which is identical or similar to the well known trade
mark irrespective of whether the goods or services are identical with, similar to or not similar to
those for which the well known trade mark is protected, provided that the well known trade mark
has a reputation in the United Kingdom and the use of the other trade mark, being without due cause,
takes unfair advantage of, or is detrimental to, the distinctive character or the repute of the well
known trade mark.
A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no, or no significant, impact
on the private, voluntary or public sectors is foreseen. A copy of this instrument together with the
Explanatory Memorandum is available on the Legislation UK website www.legislation.gov.uk. A
copy of this instrument, together with the Explanatory Memorandum, is also available from the
Intellectual Property Office, Concept House, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP20 8QQ.
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