ANNO QUADRAGESIMO PRIMO

GEORGI 1II. REGIS.

) Cap. 583. _

An A& to enable the Corporation of 7he London Aj-
furance, to affure -Veflels, Barges, Keels, Boats,
and other Craft employed in Inland Navigation,
and the Goods, Merchandizes, and Effe&s laden
therein. | | 20th Fune 18or. ]

' HEREAS by virtue of an A& of Parliament, pafied in the Sixth
Year of the Reign of His late Majelty King George the Firft,

inttuled, An A for better fecuring certain Powers and Privi-
legesiintended to be granted by His Majefty, by Two Charters for Affurance of Ships
and Merchandizes at Sea, and for lending Money upon Bottomry, . and for re-
Sfrraining feveral extravagant and unreafonable Prafiices therein named, His
faid Majefty did, by His Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great
Britain, bearing Date at Wefiminfter the Twenty-fecond Day of Fune
One thoufand feven hundred and twenty, incorporate divers Perfons
thercin named, to be a Corporation in Deed and in Name, and to have
a perpetual Succeflion and a Common Seal, by the Name of The London
Affarance for infuring Ships and Goods at Sea, or going to Sea, and for
lending Money upon Bottomry: And whereas, fince the granting the faid
Charter, a very confiderable and beneficial Trade has been entered into
and carricd on in the Uniied Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by

Means of Canals, in which are employed Vefiels, Barges, Keels, Boats,
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and other Craft; and it would be a great Benefit to the Publick if the
{aid Corporagion were enab!qd to affure the fame, and the Goods, Mer-
chandizes, and Effets laden therein ;3 but Doubts have  arifen whether
the faid Corporation have Power {0 to do5 “may it therefore pleale Your
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Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice ‘and Confent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commeons, In this pretent Parliament af-
fembled, -and by the Authority of the fame, That"it fhall'be lawful for
the faid Corporation, called The London Affurance, and thewr Succefiors,
from and after the pafling of this Act, and for ever thereafter, and they
are hereby authorized and empowered, to affure Veflels, Barges, Keels,
Boats, and all other Craft employed in any Inland Navigation in the
United Kingdom of Great Byitain’ and Ireland, and the Goods, Merchan-
dizes, and Effedts laden therein, from all and every Rifk which may arife
from and during the faid Navigation. *-

11, And be it further enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any
A&ion or Suit thall be commenced, brought, or profecuted againit the faid
Corporation of The London Affarance for infuring Ships at Sea, -or going to
Sea, and for lending Money upon Bottomry, by any Perion or Perfons, Bodies
Politick ‘or Corporate, for or concerning any Aflurance or Affurances
hereby authorized to be made, or relating to the Powers hereby granted,
the faid Corporation .and their Succeffors may, in fuch Aéion or Suit,
plead the General Iffue, and give the fpecial Mater in Evidence.

L And be it further enaded, That this A& fhall be deemed and
taken to be a Publick A&, and all Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons, -
are hereby required to take Notice of this A& as fuch, without fpecially
pleading the fame. o = . -
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