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An A& for draining; preferving ffom Water, and |
improving, certain Low Lands and Grounds, lying
within the feveral Parithes or Chapelries of ##vokey,
Weftbury, Rodney-Stoke, Wedmore, Mear, Weare;
- Nyland; Badgworth, Biddifbam, Eaft Brent, South
* ‘Brent, Cheddar, Axbridge, Gompron Bifbop; Liox=
" ton, Bleadon, Bredn, Berrow, and Lympfbam, all in
~ the County of Somerfet; and for altering and im-
. proving the' Navigation of the River Axe, within
- the faid Parithes of Bleadon, Lympfbam, Loxton,
. ‘Eaft Brent, Compton Bifbop; Biddifbams; Badg- -
.. worth, Wearé,and Axbridge, fome or One of them,
- above and from a certain Place called Sowthern *
"'Meéad Barrs, fituate within the faid Parifh of Blea-

2. :

(L8 Per] uB WHEREAS
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Y HEREAS there are feveral Low Lands and Grounds in the

feveral Parithes, Chapelries, Villages, or Hamlets of Waokey,

Weftbury, Rodnsy-Stoke, Wedmore, Mear, Weare, Nyland,

- Badgworth, Biddifbam, Eaft Brent, South Bremt, Cheddar, Axbridge,

Compton Bifhip, Loxton, Bleadon, Brean, Berrow, and Lympfbam, all in

the County of Somer/fet, lying on or near, and draining into the River

Axe 5 which, from their low and flat Situation, and by realon of there not

being any Dam, Sluice, Lock, or Stophatches, in, upon, or acrols the

faid River Axe, in order to prevent the Water from the Briffe/ Channel

at High Tides from running up the faid River, and by the circuitous

Courfe of the faid River Axe, and by the Narrownefs of the fame, and

by divers other Obftruftions, Impediments, and Annoyances, in Bridges

and otherwife, in, ©ver, upon, and pear to the {aid River dxe, arevery

liable to be flooded; and the faid Low Lands and Grounds are thereby

rendered 1n a confiderable Degree unprofitable to the Owners and Pro-

prietors thereof ; but if proper and fufficient Cuts, Rhines, Drains, Out-

lets, Floudgates, Locks, Dams, or Sluices, and other Works and Con-

veyances, ‘were made for draining and preferving from future Floods the

faid Low Lands and Grounds, great Benefit would accrue to the Owners

and Proprietors thereof, and to the Publick, and the Navigation of the

faid River Axe would be improved ; yet the fame cannot be effected with-

out the Aid and Authority of Parliament : May it therefore pleafe Your

- Majelty that it may be enaéted ; and be it enatted by the King’s moft

~ Exrellent-Majelty; by and with- the Advice and Conlent. of the Lords

Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affem.

Commiffion- bled, and by the Authority of the {fame, That ames Stephens ot Camerton

ers- - Houfe, Francis Edwards Whalley of Winfcombe, both in the County of So-

merjet, Elquires, and Wyndham Goodden Efquire, Barrifter at Law, and

their Succeflors, to be appointed in Manner herein-after mentioned, fhall

be and are hereby appointed Commiflioners for putting and carrying

this ‘A¢t, and all the Powers and Authorities hereinedfter contained, into
Exeeution., . . o : N

i

Powerveted ~ II. Provided always, and be it further enafted, That all and every
in I wo Com- the . Powers, Authorities, . DireGtions, Matters,. and ‘Things " by this A&
given to or velted in, or diretted to be done and exécuted by or before the
fatd Commiflioners, may be done and executed by or before any Two of

them, and'the fame fhall-be of as full Force and Effet as it done and exe~

cuted by or before all the faid Commiflioners; any Thing herein contained
to the contrary -notwithftanding. - | .

Powertoelett . :JII. And, be it further enafted, That when and fo often as any One or
o ommiflion .- more of the Commiflioners appointed by ‘this A&, or to'be appointed in
~ any dying or Manner herein-after mentioned, fhall die, or refufe or become incapable

tefufingtoact. 1o 3¢, "then and .in fuch Cafe the furviving or remaining Commiihcners
or Commifﬁoner,fhélll, from Time, to. Time,. at fome Meeting to be held
for that Purpofe within One Calendar Month 'next after the Death, Refu.
fal, or Incapacity of any fuch’ Commiffiener, or as foon after as Occafion
{hal] require, by int:ing under their Hands or his Hand, appoint {ome
.othér Perfon, not interefted in the Premifes, to bé a Cominiflioner in
‘the Place and Stead of every fuch Commiflioner fo dying, refufing, or
becoming incapable to act as aforefaid ; and every fuch Commifhoner fo

to.

" g,
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£6 be appmn{ed :fhall have the fame. Power and Authority, by virtue of

this Act, as the Commiffioner in whofe Place he fhall fucceed was veited
wl[h } - ' ,} . . :

IV And beat fur{lwg‘ enated, That the faid Commlfﬁonerq fhall be Commiffion.

ers Allow-
1lowed to retain 1 their H: md% out of the Monies to be raifed by viftue ance.

of this Act, the Sum of lhI‘LE Guineas each, and no more, for their -
Troubleand- Fxpences of each and every Day they fhall neceflarily attend
in the Execution of thls Act;

V. Provided always »and be it further enacted, That no Pet{on fhall be CGT““W ion= -
ers to take an
capable of acting as Commiflioner in the Execution of any of the Powers o,
given by this Act (unlefs it be the Powers hereby given of adminiftering
the Oath or Affirmation herein:after mentioned, or of giving Notice of
the Firlt Meeting of the Commiffioners), uneil he fhall have taken and,
fubfcribed the Oath, or being One of the PeoPIe called ,Qz_za!ﬁer.r, the

Affirmation following ; (that is to fay)

- F IA’ B. do fwear, [or, being One of ihe People called Quakers do fo- o of the
¢ © lemunly aiﬁrhﬂ That 1 w1ll faithfully, truly, imparoally, and ho- =™
¢ Deftly, according to the beft of my Skill and Knowledge, execute and
¢ perform ali fuch Matters and Things which, according to the Naturé
* and Duty of my Office and Employment of a Commlﬁioner for carrying
< into Execution an Act [bere infert the Title of this AF] ought to be
¢ done, executed, and perforined by me, without Favour or Affection to
¢ any. Perfon or Perfons whomfoever. So help me GOD. [Or, being x
< :

One of the Peaple m/Zed Qjakers, omitting tbe Words, Sohelp me
<« GOD.”

'Whlch Oath or Afﬁrmat:on it fhall be lawful for any One of the faid
Commiflioners to adminilter, and he is hereby required to adminifter the
fame ; and the faid Oath or Affirmaticn {o taken and fubfcribed, fhall
‘be annexed to and depofited with that Part of the Award heretn-after di-

rected to be depoﬁted with the Clerk of the Peare tor the faid County of
Samerr:/é! L .

.n.ﬂ-

. F
]

VI And be it further ena&ed 'lhat the fatd Comde Oners {hall Firft Meeting.
and.they are hereby required, Wlthln Two Calwdal Months next after
the pafling of thisAct, to caufe Notice -to be given in fome or, One of the
‘Briftel/ and of the Batb Newlpapers .refpectively;, and alfo to be affixed .in
fome publick-Place in the City of Welis, and in the Town of Axbridee, in
the faid County, of the Time and Place of their Fitft Meeting for execut-
ing the. Powers.of .this Act.vefted in them, at lealt Fourteen Days before
fuch Meeting ; and ‘that the faid Commiffioners ‘thall and’ may at fuch
,Meeting, and frony Time toTime afterwards, adjourn themfelves to meet at
fuch Time and.Place.in the faid County of Somer/et, as they fhall think moft
‘convenient for-the: Purpofes of this Act, and to caufe Ten Days Notice
at Jealt to be. given in fome or One of the Briftol and of the Bath
Newlpapers refpectively, of -évery fubfequent Meeting (Meetmgs by
' Adjournment,:-which ‘it fball and may be lawful for the faid Com-

smiffioners, or any One of them, from Time to Time to make, only
excepted) . |

VII. And
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. Proceedings© * VI, And be it further enalted, That all Orders, Proceedings, and

ﬂifﬂ:ﬁ’{; Determinations of the faid Commiffioners at any of their Meetings to be

- %nteli‘ed ina  held in purfuance of this A&, fhall be entered 1in a Book or Books to be
OOR- provided for that Purpofe, and fhall be {igned by the faid Commiffioners
prefent at fuch Meetings; and being fo figneg, {hall be deemed and

taken for Originals ; and all fuch Books fhall- and may be read in

Evidence in all Cafes of Appeal, Suits, Altions, and other Proceed
ings, touching any Matter or Thing done in relation to or in purfuance

of tl'li.'?-r Act. | |

Officers, - VHI. And be it further enaGted, That it fhall be lawful for the faid
Commiflioners from Time to Time to appoint a Clerk or Clerks, Sur-
veyor or Surveyors, Affeflor or Affeflors, ColleCtor or Colle&tors of the
‘Rates and Taxes, and fuch other Officers as the faid Commiflioners fhall
think neceflary, and from Time to Time to remove all or any of fuch
Officers as they fhall think fit, and appoint others in the Room of fuch
as fhall be {o removed, or as fhall die or refign their Ofhce, or be incapable

Officers to  of performing it ; and f{hall take fuch Security for the due Execution of

giveSecunity. {yuch refpeftive Offices as they the faid Commifiioners fhall think proper ;
and may, by and out of the Monies to arife by virtue of this Aé, allow
and pay to fuch Clerks, Surveyors, Afleflors, Receivers, Colleors, and
to fuch other Perfon or Perfons as thall be aiding or afiifting to them in
their refpetive Offices, or that fhall in any Way be ‘employed in the Ex-
ecution of this A&, fuch Salaries, Rewards, and. Allowances, for their
telpeltive Attendance, Care, and Service, as to the faid Commiflioners {hall
feem reafonable; and all fuch Officers and Perfons fhall from Time to Time,

g}ﬂ;uf:r stoac- when thereunto required by the faid Commiffioners, deliverto fuch Commif-
™ “ fioners, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall for that Purpofe appomt,

a true and perfe@t Account in Writing, under their refpective Hands, of
" all Monies which fhall have been by them refpectively had, colleCted, or
received, and how and to whom, and for what Purpofes the fame and
every Part thereof hath been difpofed of, together with proper Vouchers
and Receipts for fuch Payments, and fhall verify the Accounts upon
Oath (which Oath the faid Commiffioners, or any One of them, are and
is hereby empowered to adminifter) ; and all fuch Officers and Perfons
fhall, and they are hereby required, to pay all fuch Monies as upon the
Balance of {uch Account or Accounts fhall appear to be in their Hands, to

fuch Perfon or Perfons as the faid Commiffioners fhall appoint to receive
the fame 3 and if fuch Officers or Perfons thall refufe or neglect to rendet
“orbe punith-" and give fuch Accounts as aforefaid, or to produce and deliver up the

- Vouchers and Receipts relating to the fame, or to venly the Articles
thereof upon Oath, or to pay the Balance remaining in their
Hands, when thereunto required in Manner aforefaid, or if any

{uch. Officers or Perfons fhall refufe or negleét to deliver up to
the faid Commiflioners, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall
appoint, within Ten Days after being thereunto required by the faid
Commiffioners, all Books, Accounts, Papers, and Writings, in their

-~ refpetive Cuftody or Power, anyways relating to the Execution of this
A&, every fuch Perfon fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence any
Sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds nor lefs than Twenty Pounds, to be

paid to the faid Commiffioners, and applied towards the general Purpofe;
. )  of
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of this Act; and if. Complaint hall be wade of.any fuch Neglect “or
Refulal toany Jultice of the Peace for.the County or Place where the Of:
ficer or Officers, Perfon or Perlons; {o neglecting or refufing fhall live
and refide, fuch Juftice may and he is hereby authorized and. required, by
a' Warrant or Wariants under his Hand and Seal, to caufe fuch- Officet
or O rcers, Perion or Perfons, to be brought before him, and upon his
or their appearing, or not appearing, or not alledging a fufficient Ex-
cufe, to hear and determine the Matter of fuch Complaint in a fums
mary Way, and.to fettle ‘the fiid Account -or Accounts, if produced,

“1n {Gch Manner as the f{aid Commiﬁioners:mi'ght have done ; and if, upoll

the Confeflion of the Officer or Officers, Perfon or Perfons, again{t whom
any fuch Complaint fhall be made, or by the Oath or Oaths of any
credible Witnefs or Witnefles (which Oath the faid Juftice is hereby ei-
powered to adminifter), it thall appear to fuch Juftice that any of the
Monies which fhall have been collected or received fhall bé in thie Hands
of fuch Ofhcer or Oflicers, Perfon or Perfon, fuch Juftice fhall and he is
hereby required and authorized upon Non-payment thereof, by Warrant
or Warrants under his Hand and Seal; to caufe fuch Money, and alfo
fuch Penalties as aforefaid, to be levied by Diftrels and Sale of the Goods
and Chattels of fuch Officer or Officers, Perfon. or Perfons refpectively ;
and if no Goods or Chattels can be-found fufficient to anfwer anid fatisfy
the faid Money and Penalty, and the Charges of diftraining and felling the
fame, or if fuchOfhcer or Oflicers, Perfon or Perfons, fhall not appear before
the faid Juftice at the Time and Place by him appointed for that Purpofe

- (except tor fome fufhicient Excule), or if appearing fhail refufe or neglect
“to giveor deliver'to fuch Juftice an"Account or Accounts of the Receipts

and PPayments as aforefaid, or to verify the Truth of {fuch Accounts and
of the Articles thereof on Oath (which Oath the faid Juftice -is hereby
alfo empowered to adminifter), or to produce and deliver-up to the faid
Juftice the feveral Vouchers and Receipts relating to fuch Accounts re-
{petively, or.the Books, Accounts, Papers, and Writings in their Cuftody.
or Power, rélating to the Execution of this A&, then and in either of
the Calfes aforefaid, the faid Juftice may and he is hereby authorized and
required, by Warrant or Warrants under his Hand and Seal, to commit
fuch Oflicer or. Oflicers, Perfon or: Perlons, to the Comman Gael or -

' Bridewell of the County where he, fhe, or they fhall live or refide, there

to remain without Bail or Mainprize until he, the, or!they thall haye de-
hivered in and fettled his, her, or their Accounts, and have verified the
{ame on Oath, dnd.fhall have delivered up the Vouchers and Receipts res
lating  thereto, and fhall have paid .all the Money . which fhall appéar to
be in his, her,or their refpective Hands, and fuch Penalty as aforefaid, and
the reafonable Charges of fuch Diftrefs and Sale as fhall in that Refpeét
have beenr made, or until he, the, or they fhall have compounded with |
the faid Commiffioners for the fame,-and paid the Compofition Money
to the Commiflicners, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall appoint
to receive the fame (and which Compofition the faid Commiflioners are
hereby empowered to make), or until he, fhe, or they fhall deliver up fuch
Books, ‘Accounts, Papers, and Writings as aforefaid, or have ‘given

Satistaction in refpect thereof to the faid Commiffioners : Provided always;

that no Perfon who fhall be committed for Want of {ufiicient Diitrefs only,

fhall be detained in Prifon for any longer Time than Three Calendar
Months. a '

ELOC-E’D’ .PE’T‘.] . 11 - I1X. PTOVidEd
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[X. Provided always, and be it further ena&ed, That every Clerk,
Surveyor, Afleffor, and Colletor to be appointed as aforefaid, fhall be-
tore he {hall proceed to do and execute any Thing under this A&, take
and {ublcribe the following Oath, or being One of the People called
Quakers, the Affirmation following ; (that is to fay), |

S;;;Egisa“;g “ T 4. B.do fwear [or, being One of the People called Quakers, do affirm]
Affeffors Cath, ¢ = ‘T'hat I will according to the beft of my Skill and Knowledge, faith-
¢ fully difcharge the Truft repofed in me by virtue of my Office of Sur-
¢ veyor [or, Afleflor, or, Colle®or, as the Cafe may be] by virtue of an
© A& [ Here infert the Title of this A&) without Favour or Affeétion to
¢ any Perlon or Perfons whomfoever. So help me GOD. [Or, beirng One

« of the Peepie calied Quakers, omitting the Words, So help me GOD.’]

One Commif- ‘Which Oath or Affirmation it fhall be lawful for any One of the faid

em- . . ) . _ . . .
ﬁ?,?i’;-eamd- Commiflioners to adminfter, and he is hereby required to adminifter

minifter the  the {ame ; and which Oath or Affirmation {o taken and- fubfcribed, fhall

Oath. be depofited as the Commiflioners Oath is herein-before dire&ed to be
depofited.. ‘
Commiffion- X. And be it further enatted, That the faid Commiflioners fhall and

ers to view  they are hereby authorized and required to view the River Axe, and the
15:_‘;?]‘;? e {everal Drains, Rhines, Clices, and Shuttles communicating or conne&t-
and employan €d therewith, and the Bridges upon and over the fame, and to employ
chgneer or g Surveyor or Surveyors, Engineer or Engineers, or other Perfon or
TSI Perfons whom they fhall think proper, for the fame Purpofe ; and which
faid Surveyor or Surveyors, Engineer or Ingineers, are hereby required

- forthwith to make and deliver to the faid Commiffioners a Report in

- Writing, under their rcipective Hands, and alfo, 'if required, a Plan or

Plans of the beft and moit effe¢tual Means of widening, deepening,

and improving the faid River, and the feveral Drains, Rhines, Clices,

and Shuttles communicating or connefted therewith, and of improving the

Bridges upon and over the fame, and for ere&ing and building proper

and neceflary . Dams, Sluices, and Floodgates thereon refpettively, and

for making fuch other lmprovements for perfeting the intended Drain-

age of the faid Low Lands and Grounds as fhall appear proper and necel-

fary, and allo for improving the Navigation thereof within the faid Parithes

of Bleadon, Lympfbam, Loxton, Eaft Brent, Compton Bifhop, Biddifhan,
Badgworth, Wea: e, and Axbridge, fome or One of them, above and from

a certain Place called Southern Mead Barrs aforefaid, fituate within the

faid Parith of Bleadon, and of the probable Cofts, Charges, and Expences

of carrying the fame into complete Effect. o

Planand Book - 21+ And whereas the making of a Lock, with a proper and convenient
of Reference  Side Cut thereto, as intended hereby, at or near the faid Place called
torenin Wi Southern Mead Barrs aforefaid, will improve the Navigation aforefaid, and
the Pzace..  .be productive of great Advantage to the Publick : And whereas a Map or
~ Plan delcribing the Line of the faid intended Alteration of the faid River,
now fubject to fuch Nawvigation, and the Lands through which the fame
is intended to be made, together with the Book of Reference containing
a_Lilt of the Names of the Owners or reputed Owners and Occupiers of
fuch Lands, have been depofited at the Office of the Clerk of the Peace

for the County of Somerfet ; beit therefore enacted, That fuch Map or

Plan and Book oi Reference fhall remain in the Cultody of the Clerk of

the
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the Peace for the faid County, and that all Perfons fhall at any {ealonable
Time or Times have Liberty to infpect ard perufe the fame, and to make
Copies thereof or Extracts therefrom at their Will and Pleafure, paying the
Clerk of the Pcace One Shilling for every fuch Infpection, and after the
Rate of Sixpence for every Two hundred Words of fuch Copies or Ex-
tracts ; and rhat the faid Commiffioners in making the faid intended Al-
teration as aforefaid, fhall not deviate more than One hundred Yards from
the Line or Courfe thereof defcribed in' the faid Map or Plan, -nor fhall
any fuch Deviation, fo far as relates to the Navigation aforefaid, be made
into or carried through the Lands of any Perfon not named in the faid
Book of Reference, without the Confent in Writing of {uch Perfon:
Provided neverthelefs, that no Advantage fhall be taken, nor any Inter-
ruption be givenin making the faid intended Alteration, on Account of
any Error or Omiffion in the faid Book of Reference, in Cafe it {ball appear
to the faid Commiffioners, and be certified by Writing under their Hands,
that fuch Error or Omiflion proceeded from Miftake. |

XII. And be it further enacted, That all Perfons whomfoever fhall have That Navigas
free Liberty to navigate upon the faid River, with fuch Boats and Veflels }:22‘1““ be
as they have ufually employed or may hereafter employ, without any In.
terruption from the faid Commiffioners or any other Perfon or' Perlons
whomfoever, and without paying any Sum or Sums of Money for paffing

or repafling any Lock or Locks that may be intended by virtue hereof,
to be erected thereon, or to any Charge whatloever.

" X1I. And be it further enaced, That the faid Commiflioners fhall Commiffion-
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to drain, in the beft and f;;?,f;”;:’:d
moft effe€tual Manner, according to the beft of their Skill and Judgement, Drainsand
the faid Low Lands and Grounds ; and for -that Purpofe it fhall be law. Outiets, #i¢.
ful for the faid Commiffioners, and their Agents, Workmen, and all

other Perfons by them employed, and they are hereby authorized and
empowered from Time to Time and at all Times hereatter, at their Will

and Pleafure, to enter into and upon any Lands or Grounds whatfoever,

of or belonging to any Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick, Corporate, or
Coliegiate, within the Parithes and Chapelries aforefaid, or within any or

either of them, and to ftraichten or alter the Courfe or Diretion of the

{aid River Axe, or any of the Drains leading towards or into the fame,

and to make, open, and cut in or .upon fuch Lands or Grounds, or any

Part thereof, any new Banks, Bays, Rivers, Yeos, Channels, Rhines,

‘Roads, Ditches, Cuts, Paffages, Culverts, or Trenches; and maintain and

cleanfe all fuch Rivers, Yeos, Channels, Rhines, Ditches, Cuts, Pafs

fages, Culverts, Banks, or Trenches, leading to, or communicating of
conneéted with the faid River 4xe as ncw or hereafter fhall be made, .
opened, or cut therein ; and to alter, remove, rebuld, and Tepalr any

Banks, Engines, Sluices, Floodgates, Drains, Clices, bBridges, Culverts,

Roads, and other Works already made and ereted, and alfo to erect

and build, and from Time to Time to alter any new Banks, Engines,

Sluices, Flood Gates, Locks, Dams, Clices, Bridges, Culverts, and other |

- Wqrks on the faid River Axe; and allo to dam, bay, and {top up any

ancient Brooks, Rhines, Pills, and Watercourfes, and remove any Clice

or Clices ereted thereon ; and alfo to make any Emoankment or Em-
bankments againft any Lands adjoining the faid River 4xe, within the

{aid Parifhes, any or either of ‘them, in, upon, and -tlirough -the Landésl

C . i 4 ' 1 ' an
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and Grounds aforefaid, for the more effe€tual carrying the Purpofes of
this A&t into Execution, and for the better conveying the Waters from
the fame Lands and Grounds into the faid River Axe and Briffo/ Chans

- nel, as fhall be thought fit, neceflary, and convenient by the faid Com-
miflioners.

Commiffion-  XIV. And be it further enafted, That the faid Commiffioners fhall
Eor the paf;f “ have full Power and Authority to do all or any of the Matters and Things,
chafe of and to make and eret all or any of the feveral Works hereby authorized
Lands; ¢4 15 be done, made, or erefed, in, over, or upon any Common or Walte
Grounds, and alflo in, over, or upon any private Lands or Grounds of
any Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, whatfoever, making
Satisfaion as herein-after mentioned ; and 1t fhall be lawful for the faid
Commiffioners to agree with the Proprietors of and Perfons interefted in
any Lands or Hereditaments which the faid Commiffioners fhall j_udgé
neceffary to be cut, taken, or uled, for the Purpofes of this A&, for the
Purchale of fuch Lands and Hereditaments, or for the Recompence to
be made' to {fuch Proprietors and Perfons interefted for the Damages- they
may fuftain thereby, and allo to fettle and alcertain in what Proportion
the Sum or Sums fo agreed for fhall be paid to the feveral Perfons in-
terefted in the Premifles; and it fhall be lawful for all Bodies Politick,
Corporate, or Collegiate, Corporations Aggregate or Sole, Hufbands,
Guardians, 1ruftees and Feoftees in Truft, Committees, Executors,” Ad-
miniftrators; and all other Truftees whatfoever, not only for and on Be.-
half of themfelves, their Heirs, and Succeflors, but alfo for and on Be-
half of their Ceffuigue Trufts, whether Infants or Iffue unborn, Lunax
ticks, Idiots, Femes Covert, or other Perfon or Perfons who are or fhall
be feiled or interefted in their own Rights, and to and for all and every
other Perfon and Perfons whomfoever who are or fhall be feifed, poffefled
of, or intereflted in any fuch Lands or Hereditaments, to contrat for,
fell, and convey unto the faid Commiflioners, by fuch Form of Convey-
ance as is herein-after direfted, or by fuch other Form of Conveyance as
they the faid Commiflioners fhall appoint, or to {fuch Perfon or Perfons as
they fhall appoint, any Lanhds or Hereditaments for the Purpofes afore-
faid; or to agree with the faid Commiflioners for any Recompence orx
Compenfation to be made for the Damages which m1y be done to any
fuch Lands and Hereditaments by the Means aforefaid ; and all {uch
Contrafts, Sales, Conveyances, and Agreements, fhall be valid and ef-
fectual in Law to all Intents and Purpoles whatfoever therein declared,
any Law, Statute, Ulage, or Cultom to the contrary notwithftanding ;
and all Bodies Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, and all Perfons what-
{foever, are hereby indemnified for what they or any of them thall lawfully
do in purfuance of this At ; but if it {hall happen that any fuch Body
Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, Truftee or Vruftees, or other Perfon
or Perfons interefted or concerned as aforefaid, fhall for the Space of
Twenty rD:a'ys after Notice in Writing given to the principal Officer or
Officers of fuch Body Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, or to fuch
Truftee or Truftees, Perfon or Perfons refpectively, or lett at his, her,
~or their relpeftive Place or Places of Abode, or at the Houfe of the Tes
nant or Tenants, Occupier or Occupiers of {fuch Lands or Hereditamengs,
neglect or refule to treat, or thall not agree with the faid Commiflioners,
or by reafon of Abfence fhall be prevented from treating, then and in
every fuch Cale the faid Commiflioners may and they are hereby authoa

' - rized- .
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 tized ‘and required, Fourteen’ Days at ledft before they flall “make
the Application to the Jultices of the Peace as hetein:after mentioned,

arid within Twelve Calendar Months after the Lands or Grounds fhall -

have been taken, cut, orufed, or fuch Damage done; to give or caufe to
be given to the Party or Parties whofe Lands or Hereditaments fhall have

been taken, cut, or ufed; or who fhall have fuftained fuch Damage or
- Injury, or leave or caufe to be left at his or their laft or ufual Place or
‘Places of Abode refpeltively, ot at the Place of Abode of the Tenant

or Tenants in Pofleflion of the Premifes, a Notice in Wniting, purport-

ing that the Value of fuch Land or Ground, and the Amount of the
Damage or Injury fuftained, will be adjufted and fettled by a Jury; and
thereupon the faid Commifhioners {hall and they are hereby empowered
and required forthwith to apply to any Two or more Juftices of the Peace
for the faid County of Somer/et, (not being interefted), which faid Juftices
are hereby authorized and required to iflue out their Warrant or War-
rants, under their Hands and Seals, to the Sheriff of the faid County
for the Time being, or if fuch Sherift {hall be immediately interefted in

the Matter in Queftion, then to One of the Coroners (not immedi:

ately interefted in the Matter in Queftion), of the faid .County, com:
manding f{uch Sheriff or Coroner to empannel, fummon, and return
a Jury; and the faid Sheriff or Coroner is hereby required to empans
~ nel, fummon, and return a fufficient’ Jury, qualified according to the
Laws of .this Realm to ferve on Juries in the Trial of Iflues, to appear
béfore the faid Juftices of the Peace at fuch Time and Place as in
fuch Warrant or Warrants fhall be appointed ; and the faid Juftices of
the Peace are hereby empowered out of the {aid Jury to {wear Twelve,
who. fhall be a Jury, to enquire touching the Matters in Queftion;
and in cafe a fufficient Nymber of Jurymen fhall not appear at fuch Time
.or Place as aforefaid, the faid Sherift or Coroner fhall return other qua-
lified and indifferent Men who may fpeedily be procured, to make up the
faid. Jury to the Number of Twelve, and all Parues concerned may have
their lawful Challenges againft any of the faid Jurymen; and the faid
Juftices of the Peace are hereby alfo empowered and required by Warrant

or Warrants under their Hands and Seals, from Time to Time to fum-

.mon before them, or befcre any Two Jultices who may attend, all fuch
Perfons who fhall be thought neceflary to be examined as Witnefles,

‘touching the Mattet in Queftion, as well upon the Application of the

Parties interefted as otherwile, and alfo to examine fuch Witnefles upon
~.Qath -(which Oath the faid Juftices of the Peace are hereby empowered
;to adminifter), touching the Matters in Controverly ; and the {aid Jultices
:may, by Order in Writing, dire¢t the faid Jury, or any ‘Six or more of
.them, to view the Place or Places and Matter in Queftion j:and the faid
Jury fhall enquire of and aflefs the Sum or Sums of Money to be paid for
Satisfaction or Damages as aforefaid; and fhall afcertain in what Propor-

-tions the Sum or Sums’ {o afleffed fhall be paid to the {everal Perfons inte-

refted, and the faid Juitices of the Peace fhall give Judgement for fuch
Sum or Sums of Money accordingly; which faid Verdilt, and the Judge-
ment thereupon pronounced, fhall be conclufive upon all Parties inte-
refted, and being put into Writung under the Hands and Seals of the faid
Juftices, fhall be delivered to the Clerk of the Peace for the faid County,
to be kept among the Records of the Seffions of the Peace for the faid
- County, and a true Copy thereof fhall be admitted as Evidence in ail
[ Loc. & Per.] 11 D Courts

o
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Courts of Juftice, and the faid Clerk of the Peace fhall bepaid Five Shil-
lings and no more, for the depofiting and keeping of every fuch Verdi&
and Judgement ; which faid Copy the faid Cletk of the Peace or his De-
puty is heteby required to make and deliver to the Perfon or Perfons re-
quiring the fame, he, fhe, or they paying for fuch Copy after the Rate of
'I'wo-pence for evety Seventy:-two Words and no more.

XV. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That if Tuch Sheriff
or Coroner, or his Under Sherift or Agent, fhall make Default in the
Premifes, every {uch Perfon fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit any Sum
not exceeding Twenty Pounds nor lefs than Ten Pounds ; and if any {uch
Perfon {o fummoned and returned as aforefaid on fuch Jury fhall not
appear, or thall refufe to'be fworn, or being fworn fhall refufe to give his
Verdiét, or in any Manner wilfully negle® his Duty, contrary to the true
Intent and Meaning of this A&, or if any Perfon fo [ummoned to give
Y.vidence thall not appear, or appearing fhall refule to be fworn or exa-
mined, or to give lividence, every Perfon {fo offending, having no rea=
{onable Excufe, to be allowed by the faid Juftices of the Peace, fhall for
every {uch Oftence forfeit and pay fuch Sum as the faid Juftices thall ad-
judge, not exceeding "Len Pounds for any One Offence. *

XVI. And be it further enalled, That in all Cafles where a Verdi&t
fhall be given for more Monies as a Recompence or Satisfaction for any
Lands or Hereditaments of any Perfon or Perlons whomfoever, or for

any Damage to be done to any Lands or Hereditaments of any Perion or

Perfons, than had been previoufly offered by or on Behalf of the faid
Commiflioners as aforefaid, then all the Expences of taking fuch Inquett,
together with all fuch. Charges as fhall be incurred by the Petfon or Per-
{fons entitled to fuch Recompence or Satisfaction, in alcertaining the Re.
compence and Satisfaction to be made, fhall be fettled by the Gid Juftices,
and be defrayed by the faid Commlfﬁoners out of the Monies to arife by

" virtue of this Act; but if any Verdict fhall be given or made for the

fame, or a lefs Sum than had been previoufly offered by or on Behalf of
the faid Commiflioners as aforefaid, or in cale no Damages fhall be given
by the Verdict where the D1fpute 1s for the Damages only, then and in
every fuch Cafe the Cofts and Expences of taking fuch Inqueft fhall be
fettled in-like Manner by the faid Juftices, and be borne and paid by the

- Owner or Owners, Proprietor or Proprietors of, or other Perfon or Per-

fons interefted in the Lands or Hereditaments in Queftion § which. fajd
Cofts and Expences;, "having been fo fettled, fhall and may be deducted
out of the Money fo aflefled and adjudged, where the fame fhall exceed
fuch Cofts and Expences, as fo much Money advanced to and for: the
Ufe of fuch Perfon or Perfons, and the Payment or Tender of the Re-
mainder of fuch Monies fhall be deemed and taken to all Intents and
Purpofes to be a Payment or Tender of the whole Sum' or Sums. fo - af-

{effed" or adjudged ; or otherwife fuch Cofts and Expences; in cafe the

fame be not paid on Demand after being f{o afcertained and fettled as
aforefaid, may be recovered by the faild Commiiflioners in and by fuch
Ways and Means as are herein-after provided for the Recovery of the

Rates and Taxes.

- XVII. Provided
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X VUL Provided always, and be it further énadted, That this. A& fthall A& not to
'n‘ot exctendito the tiking down of any Dwelling : Houfe, Bulldm.g, ot othet i:ﬁf:}; von
Erettion, (except Brldges Culverts, Sluices, Clices; Shuttles, or-Dams) Houfes, et
without the Confent of the Owners or Proprietors, and Occupier or Oc- without Con-

cupiers thereof rel"pec’twely in Writing under therr- Hands. T

"‘{VHI And be it further enaéted, That if in maklng dany hew River ot Commiffion=.
Cut, or altering the Channel of the River Axe, or making any of the fgsprlff};lf;f-:
Works relating fthereto any Plece or Parcel of Land fhall be cut throtgh Lands cut
and .divided, fo that 'what fhall be left on cithier Side of fuch Cut or Ri- Lléfﬁ:lihgi
vet fhall be lefs than ‘One Acte in Quantity, or lefs than Two hundred menfions.
Yards in Breadth through the whole Length: theteof, and the Owner-or |
Owners, Proprietor or Proprietors of any fuch Piece or Parcel of Land
fhall not haveany other Land adjeining thereto, thenthe faid Commiffioners
fhall and they are hereby authorized and required to .take and purchale
fuch Pieces or Parcels of Land, dnd thall payfor the fame to the Owner

v or Owners, Proprietor or Proprietors thereof, after the famhe Rate and in

the fame Manner as they {hall pay or be adjudged to pay for the Land ad=
joining thereto, which fhall be takenand ufed by them for the Purpo‘fes |
aforefaid 3 provided the Owner or Owners, Proprietor or Proprietcts, ’or
the Perlon or Perfons entitled to the Pofleflion or to the Rentsand Pro-
fits of fuch Lands refpectively, fhall by Writing under his, her, or their .
Hand or Hands, -delivered to the faid Commlﬁioners within One Calens -~ - -
dar Month next after Payment and Satisfattion fhall be made for tH& - .
other Land {o taken and ‘ufed by the faid Commiffioners for the Purpofes
aforefaid, réduire the faid Commiffionérs to take and purch‘afe the fame;
and for that Paurpofe 1c fhall be lawful for all fuch Owners of ‘'or- Pérfons - .
interefted infuch Piece or-Parcél of Land to felland convey the fame to'thé

~ faid Commiflioners, ‘or to fuch Perfon or Perfons 4s-they thall ' appomt,

“notwithiftanding they may be under Difability or Incapacity 4s iverein-
before mentioned with refpelt to Lands to be taken or ufed, for executing
the feveral Powers of this Aé; and the faid Commlfﬁoneis ire hereby
authorized and empowered fo fell and convey fuch Lands which they
Ihall be fo required to take and purchafe as atorefaid, to any Perfon or
Perfons whomfdever who fhall be willing td purchafe the fame,.and the
Monies arifing from fuch Sale fhall be appropriated from Time to Time
for the Purpofes of this A&; and that any fuchh Conveyance may
be made and effected by a "Deed” 1N 'W‘ntmg, accordmg to the fol-
lowing Torms, of as near thereto as the Cafe will admit of; (thit is to
{fay), where the faid Conveyance {hall be''madé to the faid Commlfﬁoners
(whiceh {aid Conveyance or Conveyanctas the faid Commlfﬁoner§‘are hereby

- authorized and émpowered to, acéept and take), it'thay-bt made in the
followmg Form, or as near tht.reto as the Nature c)f the Cafle w:ll admxt :

¢ I ; - of . 1 Conﬁderatmn of
¢ L9 to e p'nd by |

¢« Commiflioners appointed in and by virtue of an A& pafled 1n the Forty-
¢ fecond Year of the Reign of King George the ’lhlrd inticuled [Here Jet

¢ forth the Title of this _/ﬁ’c‘?:} do hereby grant, fell; releafe, and ‘convey
“ [or, if Lmﬁ’/?a/d or Gopyhold, fell, or, afhgn ] unto the faid Commlf.- |
¢ fioners, all, &c¢, [ defcribing the Pr e’mzﬁv to be c‘o?zwyed] and il my Litate, = -
¢ Right, 11tle, and Intereft, to and in the {fame; to hold to the faid Commifs

1 ¢ {ioners




2° GEORGII IIL. Cup. g8.
¢ {ioners, theu* Succeflors, and Afhgns, for ever [or, if Leq/.'ebdld or Copy-

¢ bold, or for a parr:calar Efate, flate the Term or Intereft intended to be

¢ granted..r affigned | by virtue of and according to the true Intent and
* Meaning of the faid A&’

~ And in cafe fuch Conveyance fhall be from the faid Commiffioners to any

T.ne Owners
of fuch Lands
may fell them
to others, and
not to the
Commiilion.-
ers, if the)r
P efer it

Application of
Compeniation
where exeeed-
ing 200/

Purchafer or Purchafers, it may be made in the following Form, or as
near thereto as the Nature of the Cafe will admit ; (that is to {ay),

y E Commifhoners appointed
¢ in or by virtue of an A& pafled in the Forty-fecond Year of the
¢ Reign of King George the Third, intituled, [Here Jet forth the Title of
¢ this A¢t] in Confideration of the Sum of

¢ to us.paid by of do hereby
¢ [everally grant, fell, releafe, and convey [or, if Leafebold or Copyhold,
¢ fell, or, aflign’] unto the fid all { deferibing the Premifes
¢ 10 be conveyed ) and all our Eftate, Right, Title, and Intereft to and in
¢ the fame ; to hold to the faid Heirs and Afigns for
¢ ever [or, if Leafehold or Copyhold, or for a particular Iflate. fate the
¢ Term or Inteveft intended to be granted or affigned} by virtue of and ac-
¢ cording to the true Intent and Meaning of the faid A&, In Wit-
¢ nefs, &c.

XIX. Provided always neverthelefs, That in cafe the Owners or Pro-
prletors of and Perfons interefted in fuch Pieces or Parcels of Land as
aforefaid, fhall be minded 2nd defirous of feiling the fame to any other
Perfon or Perfans, and not to the faid Commi T oners, then and in fuch
Cafe it fhall be lawful for-them, and they are hereby authorized and em-
powered to fell and difpole of the fame, to fuch other Perfon or Perfons,
upon giving Notice as aforefaid d of fuch their, Intention to the ilud Com-
miflioners.

X X. And'be it further enacted, That if any Money fhall be paid or
dgreed or awarded to be paid for the Purchafe of any Lands or Heredita-
ments purchafed and fold, taken or ufed, by virtue of the Powers of this
A&, or for any Damages done to fuch Lands or Hereditaments as herein
partlculdrly mentioned, and the faid Money fhall belong to any Cor-
poration, Feme Coverr, Infant, Lunatick, or Perfon or Perfons under
any Difability or Incapacity as herein mentzoned fuch Money fhall, in
cafe the fame exceeds the Sum of Two hundred Pounda, with all conve-
nient Speed be paid into the Bank:of England, in the Name and with the
Privity of the Accountant General of the High Court of Chancery, to be
placed to his Account there ex parte the faid Comnmiihoners, to the Intent
that [uch Money fhall be applied, under the Direttion and with the Ap-
probation of the faid Court, to be fignified by an Order, made upon a
)’etition, to be preferred ina fumm'uy Way by the Perfon or Perfons who
would have been entitled-to the Rents and Profits of the faid Lands or

Hereditaments, in the Difcharge of any-Debt or Debts, or Part thereof, -

affeCting the fame Lands, or ‘Hereditaments, or afieCting other lands, or
Hereditaments {tanding fettled therewith to the fame or the like Ufes, In-
tents, or Purpofes ; or where fuch Money fhall not be fo applied, then
the fame (hall be laid out and invefted, under the like Dire&ion and Ap-
probatwn of the faid Court, in the Purchale of other Mefluages, <Lands,

oY
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of Hereditaments, which fhall be conveyed and fettled to, for, and upoft
fuch and the like Ufes, Trufts, Intents, and Purpofes and in the fame.

Manner as the Mefluages, Lands, and Hereditaments which fhall be fo -
purchafed, taken, or ufed, or damaged as aforefaid, ftood fettled or

limited, or-fuch of them as at the Time of making fuch Coaveyance and

Settlement fhall be exifting undetermined and capable of taking Effeét;

. and in the mean Time and until fuch Purchafe fhall be made, the fald

Money fhall, on the Requeft of any One of the faid Commlﬁioners in

Writing, ﬁgned by him, and without any Order of the Court of Chans

cery, be invefted by thé faid Accountant General, in his Name, in Pus.

chafe of Three Pounds per Centum Confolidated or ThreePounds per Centum

Reduced Bank Annuities ; and in the mean Time, and until the faid Bank

Annuities thall be ordered by the faid Court of Chancery to be {old for the

Purpofes aforefaid, the Dividends and annual Produce of the faid Confo..
lidated or Reduced Bank Annuities, fhall from Time to Time go and

belong to the Perfon or Perfons who would for the Time being, have been

entitled to the Rents and Profits of the faid Lands and Hereditaments

fo hereby dire€ted to be purchaled, in cale {fuch Parchafe or Settlement

were made. .

X XI. Provided always, _and be it further enated, That if any Money Application
~ fo agreed or awarded to-be paid for any Lands, or Hereditaments. pur- ggz’ﬁﬂ‘gﬁm;
chafed, taken, or uled, or damaged as aforefaid, and belonging to any does D e
Corporatlon, or to any Perfon or Perfons under Difability or Incapacity Ceedrzmlmz. nor
as aforefaid, fhall not exceed the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, nor be = telothan ol
lefs than Twenty Pounds, then and in all fuch Cafes the fame. thall, at
the Option of the Perfon or Perfons for the Time being entitled to the
Rents and Profits of the Lands or Hereditaments {o purchafed, taken,
or ufed, or damaged, or of his, her, or their Guardian or Guardians,
Committee or Committees, in cafe of Infancy or Lunacy, to be ﬁgmﬁed‘
ih Writing under their refpe&ive Hands, be paid into the Bank, in the
Name and with the Privity of the faid Accountant General of the Hi gh Court
of Chancery, and be placed to- his Account as aforefaid, in order to be
applied in Manner herein-before direéted ; or otherwife the fame fhall be
paid, at the like Option, to Two '1ruﬂ:ees to be nominated by the Per{on
or Perfons making fuch Optien, and approved of by the faid Commiffioners
- (fuch Nomination and Approbation to be fignified in Writing under the .
Hands of the nominating and apptoving Parties), in order that fuch Mo--
ney may be applied in fuch Manner herein-before dlre&ed fo far as the Cafe
be applicable, without obtaining, ‘or being reqmred to obtain, the Di.
re@uon or Approbation of the Court of Chancery.

-~ XXII. Provided alfo, and be it further enaéted, That where fuch Appiication
Money {o agreed. or awarded to be paid as next before mentioned fhall where the

be lefs than Twenty Pounds, then and in fuch Cafes the fame fhall be ger<l': lefs
paid to the Perfon or Perfons who would for the 'Time being have been

entitled to the Rents and Profits of the Lands of Hereditaments fo pur.

chafed, taken, or uled for the Purpofes of this A& : orin cafe of Infancy

or Lunacy, then to his, her, or their Guardian or Guardlans, Comimnif-

tee ‘or Commnittees, to and for the Ule and Benefit of fuch Perfon or

Perfons {o entitled refpe&wely

[Lsc. & Per.] uE XXIII And
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thg’ any . -XXIII. And be it further enafted; That where any new Cut or new-
be wide for . Cuts, or new Bank or new Banks, fhall be made by virtne of this A&,
}tl;zlf’ﬁ!pme of for the Purpofe ot {traightening the faid River Axe, and 1in confequence
the Rnf:::?fe thereof Parts of the old or ancient Channel of the faid River be choaked
?cc Commil- or filled up, and the fame together with the Banks thereof become ufe-
ipgff;tﬂ‘l‘;‘lla lels as to any beneficial Purpole for draining the faid Low Lands and
portions, etc. Grounds, that then and in every fuch Cafe the Owners or Occupiers of
the feveral Lands who have from Time to Time heretofore been charged
and burthened with the cleanfing, throwing, and repairing {uch Parts of
the faid laft mentioned River and Banks, fhall from Time to Time
cleanfe, throw, and repair {uch new Cut or Cuts, Bank or Banks, which
fhall be made 1n the Place of {uch Part of the. faid River as.fhall be fo
rendered ufelefs as aforefatd, in fuch Quantities and Proportions, and in
fuch Places and Manner, as the faid Commiflioners fhall in and by their
Award, to be made as herein-after is mentioned, order and direft; and
fuch Perlon and Perfons fhall be at Liberty from Time to Time, and
at all proper and fealonable Times, to enter into fuch ILands through
which any fuch new Cut or Cuts fhall be made as aforefaid, for the Pur-
pofe of throwing and cleanfing fuch new Cut or Cuts, Bank or Banks as

aforefaid, doing as little Damage thereby as may be.

Sea Wall to XXIV. And be 1t further enalted, That the faid Commiffioners fhall
;Z;;ﬁ.t_'" and they are hereby authorized and requlred to make .fuch Alterations
and Amendments as they fhall think neceflary in the prefent Sea Wall or
- Sea Bank, ormake fuch new or other Sea Wall or Sea Bank, completely
to defend and fecure the faid Lands and Grounds from the Inundatlon of
the Sea, and for the more effetually doing thereof, to ere@ any Dam or
Clice,- Dams or Clices, at or near Welfbam Pill, within the faid Parifh
of Lymp/bam, and remdve any {fuch Dam or Clice, Dams or Clices, now
being in, throuﬁjh or under fuch Sea Wall or Sea Bank, as to the faid
Commiflioners fhall feem meet and proper, and the Expence of doing
thereof, and keeping the fame in Repair, fhall from Time to Time be
borne and paid in the like Manner as the faird Commiffioners fhall in and
by theiy faid Award dire& and appoint. -

Nothing in " XXV. Provided always, and be it further enatted, That nothing in this
:L‘;;jj‘f;;’;;_ A& contained fhall difcharge and exonerate, or be conftrued to difcharge
nerate Per-  and exonerate. ziny Perfon or PCI’fOHb, Lands, Tenements, and Heredi-
ﬂ“ﬁ‘};g‘:ﬁir taments from the repairing, maintaining, and cleanfing the old Channel
ancient of the River Axe, and’ the Banks thereof, within the Parifhes aforefaid,
Works, #¢ in fuch Quantities and Proportions, Manner and Form, as fuch Perfon

or Perfons, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, have been hitherto

refpe&wely bound to do by Tenure; Prefcription, or -otherwife how-

foever, "except in fuch Cafes as are. herem—before elpecially prowded
- for.

Wh.:sre any XXVI. And be 1t further etna&ed', ‘That fuch Parts of the faid old or
Part of the  ancient Channel of the faid River which fhall {o become ufelefs as afore-

, iﬁgr{éﬁﬁ{gﬁ faid, immediately after fuch new Cut or new Cuts fhall be made by or

lefs, & under the Dire&ion of the faid Commiflioners as aforefaid, together with

g‘zn;:}gﬁci?]; the Ground and Soil of the fame, and the IFFee Simple and Inheritance

fame, ets. thereof fhall be vefted in the faid Commiflioners and their Succeflors,
- who .
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who are hereby authorized and required-to offer the fame for Sale to fuich
Perfon or Perfons whofe Lands fhall lie adjoining thereto, and in cale
fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall hot agree with the faid Commuflioners, or
fhall-refufe to purchale the fame; the faid Commiflioners fhall fell ‘and
difpofe of the fame by publick Au&ion or otherwife, as to them fhall
feem meet, and fhall convey the fame to any Purchaler of Purchafers
thereof refpeftively in Fee Simpleé, by fuch Form of Conveyance as
herein-before mentioned dnd fet forth as the Form of Conveyance from -
the faid Commiflioners to any Purchaler or Purchafers of Land fe-
parated into fmall Parcels as aforelaid, of as near thereto as the Na:
ture of the Cafe will admit of; and that the Monéy arifing from fuch

Sale or Sales fhall be- appropriated and applied to the Purpofes of

- XXVIL: And be it further enialted, That if by the' making of -any Bridges fo bé
- Cut, Drain, or other Work, by virttie and in purfuance of this A&, the g;’}f&;":{l e
Roads, Ways, Paths, or Paflages of any Perfon or Perfons to or from paffige to
his, her, or their Grounds or Premiles, or otherwife howloever, om }{““é‘e‘;r“b*
Foot, or with Cattle 6r Cartriages, will be obftrulted or interrupted, the P
faid Commiffioners fhall and they are hereby required, before or.imme-
diately after fuch Works fhall be completed; to. caufe all {fuch neceflary
Bridges as the Cafes may require to be propetly built; for the con:
~ venient Ufe and Paflage of any fuch Perfon or Perfons on -Foot,
or with Cattle or Carriages, and to defray the Expence of ereting

and making {uch Bridges out of the Monies to be raifed by virtue of
this A&. - o . . |

- XXVIIL And whereas, by Means of making the faid new Cuts of Allowing [1x~
, "Drains, and other Works, and the propet Embankments for the fame, Doy 0
- ' the Lands of feveral of the Proprietors may be thereby fevered and di-
- vided, {o as to render the future Occupation thereof very inconvenient,
unlefs Bridges of ‘Communication were to be made and fupported over
fuch new Cuts or Drains, which Bridges, from the large Dimenfions of
the faid Cuts or Drains, cannot be ereéted and fupported but at a very
confiderable Expence,’ which may be avoided by Exchange of the fame
Lands fo fevered and divided; be it therefore further €nated, That it
fhall 'and may be lawful for any of the Proprietors or Owners of any
Lands or Hereditaments within any of the refpective Parithes of Chapel-
ties aforefaid, or for the Guardians of Infants, Hufbands, or Trultees of
Femes Covert, Committees or Truftees of Idiots, Lunaticks; and. Per-
fons beyond the Sea, or the Attornies of any Perfors beyond the Sea re:
{peltively, and for all Truftees for any charitable Ule or Purpole, and all
Tenants for Life or Lives, or in-Tail, of any fuch Lands or Heredita-
ments, or the Guardians, Hufbands, Truftees, or Committees of fuch
‘Tenants for Life or Lives, or in Tail refpectively, who fliall be difabled
or incapacitated to at for themfelves, to exchange all or any fuch Lands
or Hereditaments {o fevered.or divided, within any'fueh Parifhes or Cha-
pelries as aforefaid, for any other Lands or Hereditaments of equal Va-
lue, -within any of the faid Parifhes, Chapelries, -or Places, and to con.
‘'vey the Fee Simple of the Lands or Hereditaments to be granted by them
on fuch Exchanges, in fuch Manner as if the Grantor or Grantors was
or were ablolutely entitled thereto: in his, her, or their own Right or
Rights, and under no .Difability or Incapacity to convey; fo tha{._ alli
' v Uc
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fuch Exchanges be made by and with the Confent and Approbation of
the faid Cominiflioners, and be afcertained and declared by fome Inftru-
mient In Wg/iting under their Hands and Seals ; and that the Lands or
Hereditaments fo to be raken in Exchange fhall enure to fuch and the
like Ufes, and be fubjet to fuch and the-like Tenures, Trufts, Rents,
Payments, Conditions, and Charges, as the Lands or Hereditaments for
which the fame fhall be {o taken in Exchange fhall be limited, fubje&, or
liable to at or immediately betore the Time of making fuch Exchanges
refpetively ; and every {uch Exchange o to be made as aforelaid fhall
be good, valid, and effetual in the Law to all Intents and Purpoles what-
foever, notwithftanding any legal or natural Incapacity of any Proprie-
tor or Owner refpetively making any fuch Exchange: Provided, that
no Exchange fhall be made of any Lands or Hereditaments held in Right
of any Church or Chapel, without the Confent of the Lord Bithop of
“the Diocefe for thé Time being, fignified by Writing under his Hand
and Seal, and the Patron of fuch Church or Chapél for the Time being,
fignified in Manner as aforefaid. -

~ New Works XXIX. And be it furthet enalted, That the Expence of repairing and
ﬁ?egzil:ii,tt"‘l‘;‘e'keeping in Repair all and every the new Banks, Rivers, Cuts, (except
Owners of  fuch new Cuts and Banks for the Purpofe of ftraightening the faid River
f;tféd"‘:;:“"' Axe; as are herecin-before laft mentipned), Rhines, Ditches, Paffages,
S Trenches, Engines, Sluices, Flood Gates, Culverts, Bridges, Sea Walls,
and new Banks, and other new Works, which may be made by the faid
Commiflioners by virtue of this A&, fhall from Time to Time, and at all
Times hereafter, be borne and deirayed by the feveral Owners and Oc- -
cupiers of Land which fhall be benefited or affeted thereby, in the fe-
veral Proportions as the faid Commiilioners thall in and. by their faid

Award dire&t and appoint. -

Commiffion- XX X. And be 1t further enafted, That the faid Commiflioners fhall
Rate s :“;‘5251 and they are hereby required, at fuch Time or Times after the pafling of
ment on  this A& as they fhall thiok proper {fo to do, to make or caufe a proper
112‘:;‘; 3f;: Sutvey and Valuation to be made of all fuch Low Lands and Grounds
» % within the Parifhes and Chapelries aforefaid, as in their Opinion fhall or
may reccive Benefit by fuch intended Drainage, and fhall’ affefs and lay

on the fame a Tax, by a Pound Rate, according to the yearly Value of

fuch Lands and Grounds, in Proportion to the Benefit and Advantage

fuch Lands and Grounds fhall or may relpetively receive in their Judge-

ment by fuch intended Drainage, and from Time to Time as they

may fee Occafion, to alter, vary, or extend the faid Rate or Affeflment ;

and fhall deliver or caufe to be delivered to the Churchwardens or Church-

warden, or Chapelwardens or Chapelwarden, or Overleers or Overleer

of the Poor of each and every Parith and Chapelry where any Lands are

to be fo affefled, or unto fome or One of them, a fair Copy or fair Copies

of the Aflefiments made on the {everal Lands lying within fuch Patith or.

Chapelty, together with a Notice at the End of fuch Affefment of the

Time and Place the faid Commiffioners intend to meet, to hear and take

into Confideration any Ubjetion which may be made thereto by any Per-

- fon or Perfons interefted ; and the faid Churchwardens or Churchwarden,
Charpelwardens or Chapelwarden, Overfeers or Overfeer, to whom fuch

Copies or Copy of {uch Afleiment fhall be delivered as aforefaid, fhall -

I | 3 | | © and




and they are hereby required. to caufe Notice to be given on- the Two '
enfuing. Sundays after receiving the fame, in the Church or Chapel of fuch
~ refpettive Parith or Chapelry, immediately after Divine Service (if Divine
Service fhall be performed in fuch Church or Chapel on {uch faid Sunday),
or by Writing to be affixed on the principal outward Door of fuch Church
~or Chapel, and where the fame can be done then by both fuch Ways or
-~ Means, that fuch’ Afleflment is fo left with them or him, .and fix a Day
and Time for a Meeting of the Perfons interefted theremn, to be held
“within Twenty-eight Days after the Receipt of fuch Aflefiment, at the
Place where Veltries or Parith Meetings are ufually held, .or at {ome other
convenient Place in the faid Parith or Chapelry, for the Purpole of taking
the fame into Confideration ; and f[hall produce fuch Affefment at fuch
Meeting for the Parpofe aforefaid, and fhall in the mean Time {uffer the
fame to be infpeted and copied at all realonable Times by any Perfon or
Perfons interefted therein, under a Penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds
nor lefs than Ten Pounds for each Default in any One of the Duties"
hereby impoled on them refpectively ; and the fad Commiffioners are
hereby al{o required to inlert Noticés in the New{papers, -as herein-before
mentioned, that fuch Affefflments are made and left with the Church-
wardens or Churchwarden, Chapelwardens or Chapzlwarden, Overfeers -
or Overfeer as -aforefaid, and of thé Times and Places when the faid |
Commiflioners fthall meet to hear-and take into Confideration any Objec«
tions which may be made to the faid Rates as atorelaid; and the faid
Commiflioners are hereby required to hear all and every Objection and .= -
Objeétions which fhall or-may be made by any Perion or Perfons to any B
fuch Affceffments, or to any Mattéf or Thing in any or either of them
contained, and fhail determine the fame according to the beft of their
Skill and Judgement, and thall alter the Rate and Afleflment accordingly
if they think proper; and if any Perfon or Perfons fhall in confequence
of any fuch Determination of the faid Commiflioners (but not otherwife)
find themfelves, himfelf, or herfeif, aggrieved either in the Whole or in
. Part, or as to the Quanium of the faid Afleflment, 1t {hall be lawful for
.. fuch Perfon’ or Perfons to appeal againit fuch Rate or Affefiment and
Determination of the faid Commiflioners, to the next General Quarter
Seflions of the Peace to be held in and for the faid County ot Somerfet
and the Juftices of the Peace aflembled at fuch Seflion fhall, and they are
hereby authorized, empowered, and required to fettle fuch Rate or Af-
{eflinent, and to alter the fame, if they think proper: Provided always,
that if the Fitt Day of fuch next General Quarter Seflions bz within
Thirty Days inclufive from the Day and Notice of fuch Determination
of the faid Commiflioners, then fuch Appeal or Appeals may be made at
the faid Firlt or at the Second General Quarter Seflions of the Peace to
be held tor the fame County, on giving Ten Days Notice to the faid
Commiffioners ; and the Determination of the Court of Quarter Seflions
(hall be binding and conclufive upon all Parties; and the faid Court of
an‘rter Seflions fhall be af Liberty to award Cofts on fuch Appeals, to
- be paid by the faid Commffioners,. if the Court fhall determine againft
them, out ol the Mponies to be raifed by virtue of this A&, or to be paid
to the faid Commiffioners by the Appellant or Appellants in cafe the Court |
{hall confirm the Determination .of the faid Commiflioners; and if the
Appellant or Appellants {hatll not payjfuch Cofts as atorelaid, the fame fhall
and may be recovered as herein-after provided with Refpzét to the Reco-
very of Penalues and Forfeitures, |

[Loc.& Per] ., uF - XXXL And
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XXXI And be it further: enadted, That the faid Commiffioners fhall

and they are hereby authorized, empowered, and required, from Time

the Money to to T'ime, after the faid Aflefiment {hall have been {o fettled and deter-

defray the
kxpences.

mined, and fubjeét: to fuch Alterations and Variations as may be made
therein by the faid Commiflioners, and to the Relief hereby direfted to
be given to Perfons who may be over or wrongfully charged, either by
the faid Commiffioners or the faid Court of Quarter Seflions as aforefaid,
to make a Rate or Rates on the Owners and Proprietors of the faid Lands
and Grounds, in the Proportions and conformably to fuch Aflefiment fo
determined and fettled as aforefaid, and fhall- thereby from Time to Time
raife and levy fuch ‘Sum and Sums of Money as thall be fufficient-to pay

-and defray all the Colts, Charges, and Expences as have been incurred

by the Commiflioners of Sewers of the faid County, as thofe which fhall
be incurred in the foliciting and pafling of this A&, and ia every Thing .
relating thereto, and of defending any Appeal or any other Litigation or
Controverly. arifing.out of the Duties impefed on the faid Commiflioners
by virtue of this Alt, and allo of furveying, meafuring, planning, and
valuing the faid Lands and Grounds, and of purchafing Lands and He-
reditaments, and of building any new Outlet or Outlets, Bridge or
Bridges, Clice or Clices, and of making any new Cuts, and of purchal-
mg Lands for that Purpofe and of building, fcourmg, digging, widen-
ing, pulling down, deepening, altering, and repairing all fuch Bridges,
Banks, Dams, Slmces Culverts,, Rhines, Ditches, Watercourles, and
Dralns, as fhall be deemed neceflary for the Purpofes of this Aét, and
of preparing and depofiting the Award or Inftrument herein-after men-
tioned; and “all other necef® 'y Allowances, Charges, and Expences rela-
tive to the putting this Act in Execution, and executing and completing
the feveral Works, Matters, and Things hereby required to be done and
executed ; and the faid Commiflioners fhall caufe a Notice or Notices of
the Time and Place, or Times and Places when and where fuch Rates

Thall refpetively be direted to be paid, and of the Perfon or Perfons

appointed to receive the fame, to be publithed in the Church or Chapel
wherein the Lands fo aflefled fhall refpectively lie, on fome Sunday imme-

dlately after Divine Service, and alfo caufe the llke Notice to be fixed
on the principal outward Door of the faid Church or Chapel Ten Days -
at leaft before fuch Timeof Payment; and in cafe any Perlon or Perfons
who fhall be {o rated or affefled fhall negle&t or refufe to pay his, her, or
their Share or Shares, Proportion or Proportions of fuch Rate, at the
Time and Place, or the Times and Places, and to the Perfon or Perfons
to be appointed as aforefaid, that then the faid Commiflioners fhall and:
may,andthey arehereby authorized and empowered,by Warrantunder their
Hands and Seals direted to any Perfon or Perfons whom they fhall think
proper for that Purpofe, from Time to Time to levy fuch Rates by Dif-
trels and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of fuch Perfon or Perfons fo
negleCting or refufing to pay the fame; .or by Diftrefs and Sale of the
Goods and Chattels of any Tenant or Occupier, Tenants or Occupiers,
of any of the Lands on which fuch Rate or Affeflment fhall be made or
laid as aforefaid, rendering the Overplus (if any), on Demand, to the
Owner or Owners of {uch Goods and Chattels, after paying all the Colts
and Charges of {uch Diltrels and Sale; and in cafe the fame or any Part -
thereof be levied by Diftrefs and Sale ae aforefaid by any Want of Te--

- pant, or Infufficiency of Stock, or otherwife, then the faid Commiffioners

fhall and may, and they are hereby' authorized and empowered, by War-
rant
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rant under their Hands and Seals to authorize any Perfon-or Perfons
whom -they fhall think proper for that Purpofe to appoint, to enter into

and upon, and take Pofleflion of the Lands on which fuch Tax and Af- -

{effthent fhall be fo laid, and which the Owner or Owners thereof hath
or have fo negletted or refuled to pay as atorelaid, and to let the fame,
and to receive the Rents and Profits thereof relpectively, unul thereby or
-therewith fuch Rate fo aegletted or refufed to be paid as aforefaid, and
allo all Cofts, Charges, and Expences occafioned by fuch* Entry, and the
Receipts of the Rents and Profits of the faid Premifes, fhall be refpec-
tively fully paid and fatisfied ; and the faid Commiffioners are hereby
directed and required from T'ime-to Time to appropriate and apply all and
every fuch Sum and Sums of Money as fhall from Time to Time be fo

raifed and received by virtue of this A&, towards the fevéral Colts, Charges,

and Expences aforefaid ; provided that the faid’ Commlfﬁoners fhall not
be at Liberty to raife or caufe to be raifed more than One Half Part of

the. Whole of fuch Colts, Charges and Ez.pences within the Space of
Flfteen Calendar Months, -

XXXII Provided always neverthelefs and be it further enaled,
That nothing in this A& contained fhall extend or be conftrued to ex-
tend, to abridge, alter, or {ufpend any of the Powers or Authorities given,
repofed and vefted in the Commiffioners appointed in and by virtue of an
A&, paflfed in the Forty-firlt Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty,
for dralmng, prelerving from Water, ‘and improving certain Low Lands

Forprefeiving
> the Rights of

Comm{lion-
ers under the
Brue Drainage

Act.

and Grounds lying within the feveral Parithes or Chapelries of. Norzh .
Wootton, Pilton, gﬁ Pennard, and the fey ?gg.l other Parifhes in the faid -

A&t 'mentioned, all in the County of ‘Somerfet; fo tar as relates to all fuch

Lands or Grounds which can be moft effe&ually drained into the River

; Brue, in the faid County of Somerﬁz‘

XXXIII Provided always, and be it further ena&ed I‘ hat in cale any
of the faid Lands and Grounds fo to be rated and affefled as aforefaid fhall
at any Time be untenanted or unoccupled {o that fuffictent Diltrefs can-
not be found whereon to levy the faid Taxes or Aflefiments, and the faid
Commiffioners fhall not think proper to enter upon and let the fame as
atorefaid, then the Lands and Grounds to be charged with fuch Taxes
and Aﬁeﬁxnents fhall remain a Security for Payment thereof'; and all Corn,

Hay, and other Goods arid Chattels and Stock which {hall at any lime
thereafter be found thereon fhall and may be diftrained, appraifed, and

{old 1n Manner aforefald until all Arrears of fuch Taxes and Afleflments,

and the Charges of f{uch Diftrefs, and detaining, keeping, and felling the
fame, thall be fully paid and fatisfied.

XXXIV. And, to the End that the faid Rates may be more eafily and
effeCtually colle&ed be it further enatted, That where any of the Lands
and Grounds which fhall be {o rated or affeﬂéd as aforefaid, fhall be in
the Occupation of any Tenant or Tenants at. Rack Rent, fuch Tenant or
Tenants, except as herein-after mentioned, fhall, and they are hereby au-
thorized and required to pay all and every fuch Sum and Sums of Money
as fhall be fo rated or aflefled on the relpe&ive Lands aad Grouads in
- thewr relpetive Occupation, ahd to dedutt and retain out of the Rent

~which Ihall be then due, or which fhall thereafier become due for fuch re-

fpe&we

Method of re-
covering the
Aflcflinents
for Lands un-
tenanted,

"Tenants topay
Afleflment,

and to deduct
1t out ot theu' .
Rent.
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| {pe€tive Lands and Grounds, all fuch Sum and Sums of Money which he;
fhe, or they fhall have fo refpectively paid as aforefaid, and the feveral
and refpective Landlords and Owners of fuch Lands and Grounds are
Where there ereby required to allow {uch Deductions out of fuch Rent: Provided al-

are-Leafes at  ways, that where any Lands or Grounds fhall be demifed to any fuch

Rack Rent, , . e | .
the Commi.r. Lenant or Tenants at Rack Rent, for any Term or Terms of Years, that

fionersareto  then the faild Commiffioners fhall, and they are hereby authorized and

‘tion th . - '
N men: be. Tequired, to apportion fuch Rate and Aflefiment between the Leffor and

tween Leffor  Leflors, and the Leflee and Leflees, in fuch Mahner as to them fhall feem
and Leflee. 1yl and reafonable ; and fuch Leflee or Leffees fhall only be authorized

and empowered to deduét the Portion or Portions which fhall by the faid
Commiilioners be charged on the Leflor or Leflors as aforefaid. |

- Tenants in XXXV. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for any Per-
g‘f‘ﬁ‘:{ﬂl‘hﬁz fon or Perfons being Tenants in Tail or for Life, or for any Vicar or
raife the A Re€tor, or for any Bodies Politick or Corporate, or for the Hufband of
N ment *  any Feme Covert feifed only in Right of his Wife, and for all Perfons
et being or alting as Guardians, Committees, Truftees, or Attorneys for, of,
or to any Minors, Idiois, Lunaticks, or Perfons beyond the Seas, or under

any legal Incapacity -or Difability whatfoever, and for all Truitees or

Feoftees for charitable Trufts or Ufes, by ahd with the Confent of the faid

. Commiffioners, to be teftified in Writing under their Hands and Seals, 1n

and by any Deed or Inftrument to be executed by them, either before or

within Two Years after the Execution of their Award to be made as here-

in-after is diretted, from Time to Time to charge the feveral Lands or

Grounds which fhall be fo rated or aflefled as aforefaid for the Purpofes of

this Act, with the feveral Sum and Sums of Money which fhall be fo }aid,

rated; or aflefled thereon by virtue of this Act, and when paid by the
~Landlord, and for fecuring the Re-payment of the fame, with Intereft, to

demife or grant for any Term or Terms of Years the feveral Lands which

fhall be fo rated or affefled unto the Perfon or Perfons who fhall advance

and lend the fame refpectively, his, her, or their Executors, Adminiftra-

~tors, and Afligns ; {o as fuch Grants or Demifes refpectively fhall be made

with a Provifo or Condition to ceafe and be void, or with an Agreement

therein contained that fuch Term or Ferms fhall be furrendered, when the

Sum or Sums of Money thereby fecured, and the Intereft thereot, fhall be

fully paid and fatisfied ; and fo as in every fuch Demife and Grant there

be inferted a Covenant to pay arnd keep down Half-yearly the Intereft of

the Money thereby fecured, and One Twentieth Part of the Principal,

during the Life or Intereft for which the faid Lands or Grounds lo to be

charged, demifed, or granted, fhall be refpectively held ; provided that

no Perfon or Perfons entitled to the Remainder or Reverfion of the Lands

fo to be charged, demiled, and granted, fhall beliable to pay any greater

Arrear of Intereft for the faid Money fo borrowed than for the-Half Year

preceding the Time that the Title of fuch laft mentioned Perfon or Perfons

Tenants for Ihall have commenced ; and that it fhall be lawful for any fuch Tenant in

Lafe may Tail or for Life, and all other Perlons as aforefaid, by any Deed or Deeds

"> in Writing, or by his, her, or their laft Will and Teltament in Writing,
duly executed according to Law, either before or after the figning of the
faid Award of the faid Commiflioners, to charge the faid Lands and
Grounds with {fuch Sum or Sums of Money as fhall be {o laid, rated, or

‘affefled thereon, and which fhall have been accordingly paid by fuch Te-
| | nant

Wiil.
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narit in ‘T'ail or for Life, or other Perfon zs aforefaid, and to dire@ fuch

Sum or:Sums of Money to be paid to fuch Perfon or Perfons, and in fuch
Manner, Share, and Proportion, as he, fhe, or they fhall think fit, with
Intereft for the fame, to commerice from the Day of the Death of fuch

Tenant in.Tail or for Life, or other Perlon refpetively 5 and that every

fuch Grant'and ‘Demile-by way of Charge 'or Mortgage, and every fuch
Deed, or Will and Teftament made in purfuance of this A&, fhall be good,
valid, and effetual in the. Law, notwith{tanding the Want of Titlein fuch
.Tenants .in ‘Tail or -for Life, Bodies Politick or Corporate, Hufbands,
Guardians, Committees, Truftees, or Attornies, or Perfons acting as
Guardians; Committees, Truftees, or ‘Attornies, or any prior Settlement,
- Will, Truft, Remainder, Limitation, or other Impediment or Incum.
brance whatfoever, of, on, or concerning the faid Lands or Grounds then
in being or capable of taking Eftelt to the contrary. ’

XXXVI. And be it further enafted, That it fhall and may be lawful
for.any Leflee or Leflees for Life or Lives, or Leflee or Leflees for an
Term or Terms of Years determinable with One or more Life or Lives,
or for any Leflee or Leflees for any Term or Terms of Years not exceed-
ing. Fifty Years from the Commencement, fuch Leflee or Leflees not be-
ing Tenant or Tenants at Rack Rent, or for any Copyholder or Copy-
“holders for One or more Life or Lives, of any fuch Lands or Grounds
which fhall be forated or aflefled as aforefaid, by and with the like Con-
fent of the faid Commiflioners, to be teftified as herein-before is men-
tioned, from Time to Time to charge the fevéral L.eafehold or Copyhold

I.ands or Grounds which fhall be fo rated or affefled as aforefaid for the:

Purpofés of this A&, and for fecuring the Re payment of the fame, with
Intereft, to demife and

Years, the feveral Lands or Grounds which fhall be {o rated or aflefled, or

grant, for a Term not exceeding Twenty-five:

Leflees and
Copyholders
for Lives, etc,
to be at Li-
berty tocharge
the Lands
with the Sum
aflefied, ?I!ll
aving off the
i?n?ﬂfglt and
One Twen-
tieth Part of
the Principal
yearlys -

any Part thereof, to the Perfon or Perfons who fhall advance and lend the

fame tefpectively, his, her, or their Executors, Adminiftrators, or Af-
figns; fo as fuch Grants or Demifes refpetively fhall be made with the
like Provifo or Condition to be void, or with the like Agreement to be
furrendered as aforefaid, when the Sum or Sums of Money thereby fe~
cured, and the Intereft thereof, fhall be fully paid and fatisfied, and fo as
in every laft mentioned Demife and Grant there be inferted a Covenant
to pay and keep down yearly the Intereft, and to pay oft yearly One Twen-
tieth Part of the Principal Money thereby fecured, during the Eftate or

Intereft of {uch Leflee or Leflees, Copyholder or Copyholders, in fucﬁ‘ |

Lands or Grounds {o to be charged, demifed, or granted, fuch Payment
to commence and begin from the Time of making fuch Aflefiment ; and
that every {uch laft mentioned Demife or Grant fhall be good, valid, and
effeCtual in the Law to all Intents and Purpoles whatfoever j all which fe-
veral Demifes, Grants, or Mortgages, {0 to be'made in purfuance of this
A&, Ihall be transferrable and affignable in like Manner-as any other
Mortgages are transferrable or aflignable : Provided always, that no fuch
Leflee or Leflees, Copyholder or Copyholders, fhall have Power to charge

any fuch l.eafehold or Copyhold Lands with any Sum or Sums of Money

that may be rated or aflefled thereon for maintaining and keeping in Re.
pair any of the Works hereby direted to be made and performed by the
faid Commiffioners, or with any Sum or Sums of Money that may be rated
or aflefled thereon by the Commiflioners of Sewers. - .

[Loc. & Per ] 11 G  XXXVIL And
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Commiffion. XXXVII. And be it further enalted, That it thall be lawful for the faid

ers to borro > . LA ' ' .
any Sum Ino?r Commgﬂioners, and thﬁ‘y dI'cC hereby authorlzed, from Time to Tlme tO
ex“fdi?%n borrow and take up at Intereft, of any Perfon or Perfons willing to ad-
14,000/,

Mortgage of VACE OF lend the fame, fuch-Sum and Sums of Money (not exceeding in

of the Rates; the Whole the Sum.of Fifteen thoufand Pounds), as the faid Commiflion-
ers thall think expedient, towards defraying the Charges and Expences- of
pafling and executing the Powers of this A&, and the Intereflt thereof,
until the fame can conveniently be raifed and repaid by and out of the 'f
Monies to be colle&ted and raifed by the faid feveral Rates and Aflefiments .
as aforefaid ; which faid Sum or Sums of Money which fhall be fo bor-
rowed by the faid Commiflioners, fhall be a Charge on the Credit of the
faid Rates and Affeffments, and the Money thereby intended to be raifed
and levied, until the Money fo borrowed fhall be repaid, with Intereft for

~the fame ; and the faid Commiflioners are hereby authorized and empow-

ered to raife-the faid Money upon Credit as aforelaid, and alfo to mort-
gage and charge the faid Rates and Afleflments, and the Money to be
thereby raifed, to any Perfon or Perfons who {hall agree to advance and
lend any Sum or Sums of Money thereon, with fuch Sum and Sums of
Money as the faid Commiflioners fhall fo borrow as aforefaid, and which
fhall be repaid, with Intereft, by and ‘out of the firft Money that fhall, after
the Date and Execution of fuch Charge, be levied and raifed by the faid
Rates and Afleflments, or any of them, by virtue of this A&t. .

Alleffiments tt  XXXVIII. And it is hereby further enafted and declared, That the
&?&ﬁ%ﬁiye Taxes and Affefflments to be raifed and levied by virtue of this A, fhall
borrowed, and be charged and chargeable with the Payment of the Principal Money fo to
Interelt : be borrqwed‘ by the faid Commiflioners, and the Interefl thereof, and ihall
veft in the refpective Creditors, upon Default of Payment of fuch Principal
and Intereft, at the Time and Times to be appointed for Payment thereof,
-until the fame and every Part thereof fhall be fully paid and fatisfied, together
with the Colts and Charges occafioned by the Non-payment thereof; and the

atid in Defavit Jaid Creditors, their. Executors, Adniiniftrators, and Afligns refpettively,

%ff;ﬁ}?}fﬁsltjt: to :ﬂ’lall have the fame Powers, Rights, and Privileges of receiving,levying, and

| editers,”  tecovering the faid feveral Taxes and Aflefliments payable by the feveral
. and refpeive Owners and Occupiers of the faid Lands and Grounds tor

and in refpe& of fuch Principal Monies and Intereft, in cafe of Default of
Pavment thereof, as.the faid Commiflioners or their Colleftors or other
Officers would or could have had by virtue and under the Authority of
this A&, jn cafe fuch Principal and Intereft had been regularly and.{ully

+ 4

: ;paid and fausfied.

Commion.  XXXIX. And be it further enalted, That when and fo often as any Mo-

%’/"fﬂtgﬁlf‘fgg - ney fo raifed. and received by virtye of this At fhall amount to the Sum of
B'an!iaing - Three hundred Pounds, either by way of Charge and Mortgage as afore-

Houfesetce faid, or by Colledion of the faid Rates and Affefflments, the fame fhall be

by the faid Commiflioners tran{mitted to any reipectable Banking Houle,

as the faid Commiflioners fhall choofe, with the Confent of the Parties,

there to be placed to the Credit of the faid Commiflioners (who fhall, 1f

they fee Caufe or Occafion for fo doing, choole any other Banking Houlfe)

and that all Drafts to be drawn by the faid Commiflioners on fuch Bankers

fhall {pecity the Name of the Perfon to whom fuch Draft 1s payable, and

the Service-or Purpofe for which the fame is paid ; and the Commiffioners

‘1 - - are
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e hereby alfo directed and required at the Firlt-Epipbany General Qlarter'- |

~ Seffions of the Peace to be held in and for the faid County of Somer/¢t next:

after the pafling of this Act, to’deliver in open Court-an Account figned-

by them of all Monies which at that Time fhall have been received and
paid by them by vigtue and 1n purfuance of this Act;, and fhall therein

47

pecify the exac¢t Balance of fuch Account, and fhall do the like at every |

enfuing Epiphany:Seflions, during {o-long”lime as the Powers of the faid

Commiflioners under and by virtue of this Act fhall laft and continue: eqmiifron-

. Provided neverthelefs, that the faild Commiflioners, or any or either of ers not tobe -
anf{werable for

any L.ols cc-

or any Part thereof, as fhall anife or happen from the Failure of any fuch’ cafionedby the
- Failure of any

Banking
- Houle,

them, fhall riot-be refponfible or accountable for any Lofs of fuch Monies,

- Bank in wthh {uch Money fhall or may be kept or depoﬁted.

XL And be 1t further enacted, That it (hall be lawful for the faid Power tofurm-
Commiflioners from Time to Tlme as they fhall fee Occafien, by Writ- monWitnefles

ing under their Hands, to fummon and require any Perfon or Perfons.to

appear before them at a Day and Place in fuch Writing to be named,
then -and there to teftity.on ‘Qath, (which Qath the faid Commiffioners are

hereby authorized to admmlf’cer) the Truth touching any Matter relative

to the Execation of tiiis A€, and to'caufe a true Copy of fuch Writing

to be ferved upon fuch Perfon or Perfons, or left at his, her, or their-

laft Place of Abode; and evety fuch Perfon fo {fummoned who fhall
not-appear before. the faid Commufhioners purfuant to fuch Summons
(except for fome reafonable Caufe), or fhall refufe to be {fworn or fully ex-

amined (the reafonable Charges of his or her Attendance, to be fettled
by the. faid Commiffioners, being to'him . or her firft paid or tendered)
and being thereof convifted before any One of His - Majeflty’s Jultices of
the Peace for the faid County of Somerfet, upon Information thereof on
Oath.made before any fuch Juftice (which Oath the faid Juftice is hereby
authorized and required to adminifter), fhall forfeit and pay fuch Sum of
Monéy; . not exceeding Five Pounds nor lefs than Forty Shillings, as fuch

J uﬂlce {hall thmk rea[onuble

XLI And be it funher ena&ed That if any Witnefs ot Witnefles

“who fhall be examined by or. before the faid Commiflioners, or any Jufs
tice or Juftices of the Peace, under this A& upon Oath, fhall | wiltully
give falle Evidence, and fhall be thereof convicted; he, the, or they fo gmng

i
Wltnefl"es g1Va
ing falfe Evia  °
dence, to be
guﬂty of
Perjury.

talfe Evidence, fhall be {ubjett to the Pains and Pcnaltles 1nﬂ1&ed on

_Perfons guxlty of wilful and corrupt Perjury.

XLII "And be it further enalted, That the faid Commiflioners, as
foon as convemently may be after they have completed the feveral Works
directed to be made and done by this ‘A¢t, and within Four Years and
- Six. Calendar Months next after the faid herecin-before mentioned Rate
or Afleflment fhall be determined and {ettled as aforefaid, thall form and
draw up, or caule to be formed and drawn up an Award or Inftrument in

Awarda

Writing, which fhall exprels and fpecity the (luantlty and Contents in .

Statute Meafure of the Lands and Grounds interefted in or affe@ed by
- the faid Drainage, or which ihall or may in any Relpe& be. benefited
‘thereby, and the Names of the Owners or Occupiers thereof relpectively ;

and which fhall® alfo exprels and fpecity an' Account of all the Bndges, I

Sluices, Floodgates, Outlets, Cuts, Rwers, Drams, and other Works

which are to be maintained and kept in Repzur 10 purfuance of this A&,"

together




\
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together with all proper Orders and Diretions by whom and- at whofe
Expence all and fingular the faid new Works which fhall be made-or
diretted to be done by the faid Commiflioners by virtue of this A, as
well as all other Bridges, Sluices, Outlets; Drains, and other Works
which fhall come under the Cognizance of the faid Commiflioners by
virtue of this At, fhall be thereafter kept and repaired, and thall contain
-{uch other Orders and Regulations touching and concerning the fame as
they the faid Commiffioners fhall think neceffary and proper for the Main.
tenance and Prefervation of the faid intended Drainage ; and fhall make
and anaex thereto a Rate or Affeflment on the faid feveral Lands and
Grounds {o benefited by fuch Drainage; and fhall give Notice in the
Newlpapers aforefaid that the Draft of fich Award or Initrument, and of
the faid final Rate or Aflefiment to be annexed thereto, will be produced
and open for the Infpe€tion of all Perfons interefted therein, 6n T'wo fuc-
ceflive Days in One Week at the City of #ells, and on Two fucceflive .
Days in the enfuing Week at Axbridge, both in the faid County of
Somerfet (fuch Notice to be given at lealt Twenty Days before the Firit
Day of producing the fame as aforelaid, and at lealt Forty Days betore
thenext General Quarter Seflions of the Peace to be held in and for the
faid County), and of the Times and" Places where the faid Commiflioners
- will meet to hear and take into Confideration any Objection or Objections
which may be made thereto, the laft of fuch Meetings to be held at leait
Thirty Days before the faid next General Quarter Seflions of the Peace;
and the faid Commiflioners are hereby required to direct and appoint their
Clerk, or fome other proper Perfon' or Perfons, to attend at the Times
and Places aforefaid with fuch Draft of the faid Award and Rate annex.
ed thereto, and to fuffer the {ame to be infpected and examined by all
Perfons interefted therein, or their Agents; and ifany Perfon or Perlons
 Bodies Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, fhall find himfelf, herlelf, or
themfelves aggrieved by any Thing therein contained, he, fhe, or! they
 may appeal againit the fame at the faid next General Quarter Seflions of
the Peace ro be held in and for the faid County ; which faid Court of
Quarter Seflions is hereby authorized and empowered finally to {ettle and
determine the fame, andto order and direct Colts to be paid as they fhall
think proper, in like Manner as is herein-before directed as to the Firit
herein-before mentioned Rate or Afleflment ; and no Appeal againft any
of the Matters or Things contained in ‘the faid Award fhall be brought
after fuch next General Quarter Seffions of the Peace to be held after the
{2id Draft of Award fhall be left open for fuch Infpection and Examination
as aforefaid, unlefs the faid Commiflioners fhall confent thereto, and in
that Cafe no Appeal fhall be brought after the Second General Quarter
Seflions of the Peace to be held in and for the faid County after iuch
Draft thall be left for Inlpection or Examination as aforefaid ; which faid
‘Award or Inftrument, and Rate annexed thereto, when finally fettled as
aforefaid, fhall be fairly ingrofled or written on Parchment, and within
Three Calendar Months next after fuch Second General Quarter Sefliong
of the Peace, be figned and [ealed by the faid Commiflioners, and fhall,
within Two Calendar Months next after the fame fhall be fo figned and
fealed, be delivered to the faid Clerk of the Peace for the County aforefaid,
or his Deputy, to be depofited and kept with the Rolls of the faid County;
and the faid Commiffioners fhall caufe a Copy thereof, fairly writtenin &

Book
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Book of Books, to be delivered to the Clerk of the Commiffioners of

Sewers of the faid County (for which they fhall refpectively give Receipts

to the faid Conimiflioners) to the End that Recourfe may be had thereto

relpectively by all Petfons interefted therein; and for receiving thereof;

and for figning fueh faid Receipr, the faid Clerk of the Peaceor his Deputy;

and the faid Clerk of the Commiflioners of Seéwers, fhall receive Five

Guineas each 3 and the faid Award or Inftrument fhall be binding and

conclufive upon all Petfohs intetelted in the faid Drainage;, and a Copy

thereof, or of any Part thereof, . attefted by the faid Cletk of the Peace of

‘his Deputy, or by the faid Clerk to the faid Commilfionérs of Sewers,

fhall from Time to Time ard at all Times liereafter be admitted and- al-

~lowed in 4ll Coutts as legal Evidenice; which faid Copy the faid Clerk of

the Peace or his Deputy, or the faid Clerk of Commiflioners of Sewefs;

is hereby ordered and required to make and deliver to any Pérfon or Per-

fons requiring the fame, he, flie; or they paying for fiuch Copy Eight«

~ pence for every Two hundred Wotds, and no more; and any Perfon

 -or Perfons intetefted therein fhall be at Liberty to infpet -and perufe . the
fame,. paying to every' fuch Officer for Infpection or Perufal One Shilling;

and nb more, . 7 e ' -

- XLIH. And be it further” enated, That iminediately aftér the faid After the

Awatd of Inftrusiieric'fhall be fo éxecuted by the faid Commiiffioners, and &ward haltbe

delivered fo the faid Clerk of:the Pedce or his Deputy, and a Copy to the Powers =

the faid Clerk of the Commiflioners of Séwers, or eithet of them as ‘gf;?n?{hg;f _

aforefaid (of which the faid Commiflioners appointed it or by virtue of ers thall ceafe;

this A are hereby diretted to give Notice in the feveral New{papers as and the Loms

aforefaid), all the Powers of the faid Commiflioners appointéd under ot Sewers fhall

by viftue of this A& fhall ceafe and determirie ; and the Commiflioners b;-‘ ";‘:‘ﬁ"d with

of Scwers. adting in and for the faid Courity of Somerfet {hall be invefted e

with and have the fanie and like Power and Authority over all and every |

the faid Cuts, Drains, Yoes, Rhines, Banks, Sluices, Floodgates, Out-

lets, Engines, Bridges, and other Works, done, made, or executed by

virtue of this A&, as they have in or over any-of the Rivers, Cuts,

‘Sewers, and other Works appertaining or belonging to the Commiilioners

of Sewers of the faid County; by virtue of any Statute or Law whatfo-

ever; and the faid Commiffioners of Sewers are hereby authorized and

empowered from Time to Time to aflefs, tax, and charge, according to

the faid final Rate or Afleflment ‘and Charge, all and every the Perfon

.and Perfons who fhall from Time to Time: be the Owners or Proprietors

of ‘the feveral Lands ahd Grounds charged in-fuch final Rate and Affefl-

ment and Charge, towards the repairing, rebuilding, new making, or

otherwife altering and amending, all and every the faid Works intended

to be made, done, and executed by the faid Commiflioners appointed in

or by virtue of this A&, and in purfuance thereof, when and as often as the

fame fHall be needful and neceflary ; and fhail and may, in Defaulit of Pay-

ment thereof, caufe the fame to be levied and recovered by fuch Ways and

Means, in fuch.and the fame Manner, to all Intents and Purpofes, as is

- herein-before provided and direéted with refpet to the Recovery of Rates

01_1; Affefflments by the faid Commiflioners appointed in or- by virtue of

- this A, | |

[ Loc. € Per.] 11 H o ~ XLIV. And
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XLIV. And be it furthér ¢hacted; That the faid Commiflioners ap-
pointed or to be appointed by virtue of this A&, fhall, and they are
hereby required, within Six Calendar Months next after the Execution
of the faid Award; to make up, fettle, and finally clofe all their Accounts
refpecting the Execution of this Act, and thereupon to deliver fuch Ac-
counts figned by them, with all Books, Papers, Writings, and other
Matters and Things whatfoever in their Cultody or Power relating to
this A&, and the Works to be done by virtue thereof, to the faid Com-
miflioners of Sewers, at thie Seflions of Sewers, or to their Clerk or -
other proper Perfon or Oflicer appointed for that Purpefe by the f{aid
Commiflioners of Sewers, and from Time to Time to give a Dralt on
their Bankers for all or any Part of the Balance remaining unapplied, to
{uch Perfon or Perfons as the faid Commiflioners of Sewers fhall from
Time to Time, as the fame may be wanted for the Purpofes of this Act,
at any -Seflion or Seflions of Sewers order the fame to be paid, to be ap-
plied for the Purpofes of this A& only; and which faid Order or Orders
of the Seflions of Sewers, fhall be a proper Difcharge to the Commif-

fioners appointed or to be appointed by virtue of or under this A&, for

Fenalty for
damaging any
Waorks or obe
ftrufting the
Execution of

any Sum or Sums of Money which fhall be by them drawn for or paid in
purfuance of fuch Order or Orders as atorefaid.

XLV.; 'And, for preventing the breaking down orléama‘ging any of the
Works which fhall be made or altered in purfuance of this Att, or
otherwife obftruting the Execution of the fame; be it fyrther enacted,

‘That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall at any Time or, Times heredfter wil-

fully or defignedly damage any Cut, Drain, or Watercourle, Floodgate,

Qutlet, Clice, Sluice, Bridge, or other Work or Works already’ made

or erected, or which fhall at any Time or Times hereafter be made ot

erected for anfwering any of the Purpofes of this Act, all and every Per-
Tfon and Perfons fo offending, and l)eing thereof lawfully convicted, fhail

- be fubject and liable to the like Pains and Penalties as in Cafes of Felony,

and the Court by and before whom fuch Perfon fhall be tried and con-

victed, fhall have Power and Authority to caule fuch Perfon to be pu-
nifhed in fuch Manner as Felons are directed to be punifhed by the Laws
and Statutes of this Realm; or the Court may, if they fhall think fit,

in Mitigation of fuch Punifhment, award {uch Sentence as the Law di-
rects in Cales of Petit Larceny; and if any Perfon fhall obitruct, hinder,

- or moleft the faid Commiflioners appointed in or by virtue of this Act,

or the faid Commiflioners of Sewers, or any of them, or any Surveyor,.

. Workman, or other Perfon who fhall be employed by or under them,

~or any of them relpectively, in the Execution of this Act, or do any

wilful . Hurt or Milchief to prevent the carrying on, completing, and -

-finifhing the {everal Works intended to be done, performed, and exe-
.cuted by virtue of this Act, every fuch Perfon fo offending, and being

.thereof convicted, fhall, for every fuch Offence,” forfeit and pay any

Indemnity to
Perfons whole
Works or
Lands may be
injured by any
new ut or
Cﬂtil gle.

Sum not'exceeding Ten Pounds.
| . _

XLVI. And be it further enacted, That in cafe any Damage or Injury
what{loever fhall be done to the Warths, Lands, Buildings, DBridges,
Sea Walls, or Water Works, or Water Fences, or to any other Works
or Property whatfoever, of any Bodies Politick or Corporate, OII; a}ny |

erfon
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“ Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, in confequence of making any fuch new
Outlet or Outlets, Floodgate or Floodgates, Sluice or Sluices, Bridge or
Bridg_es, or any new Cut or Cuts, or any Works below, at, or above
fuch" new Outlet or Oatlets, Floodgate or Floodgates, for the Pur-
~ pole of more effectually difcharging the Waters of the River Axe, and
the feveral Drains connected therewith, into the Briffo/ Channel afore=
faid, or in confequence of widening or deepening the {faid River Axe, or
in confequence of daming, baying, or {topping up any ancient Brooks,
Rhines, Pills, or Watercourfes, or removing any Clice or Clices erected
thereon, or of ‘making any Embankment or Embankments againft any
Lands adjoining to the faid River' Axe, or otherwife howfoever, the faid
Commiflioners appointed in and by virtue of this Act fhall from Time to

Time, as long as the Powers and Authorities hereby given to them fhall

exilt and continue, repair and make good all fuch Damage and Injury
which fhall be fo done to the Warths, Lands, Buildings, Bridges, Sea
- Walls, or Water Works, or Water Fences, of to,aniy other Works or

Property whatfoever, of any Perfon or Perfons as aforefaid, and from

Time to Time make new and additional Low Water Woriks and othet

Water Works where the fame fhall be neceflary, @nd thall” alfo make

proper Satisfaction and Compenfation for the fame out .of the Monies to .

be raifed and levied by virtue of . this Act; and from and after the faid

Powers of the faid laft mentioned Commiffioners fhall cedfe. and deter~

mine by virtue of this Act, then fuch Damage and Injuty fhall from

_ o5t

Time to Time thereafter be tepaired and amended, and new and additional |

Low Water Works and other Watet Works fhall from Time to Time be
made where the fame may be neceflary, by the faid Commiflioners of
Sewers, and fuch Compenfation and Satisfaétion be made to the feveral Per-
lons§ damaged or injured as aforefaid by and out of the Mohey to be colleé&-
ed by virtue of the Rate annexed to the faid Award or Inftrument as afore-
faid, and which the faid Commiflioners of Sewers are hereby authorized
and required to raile, levy, apply, and pay accordingly ; and in cafe the
faid Commiflioners appointed or to be appointed by virtue of or under
this At, or the faid Commiflioners of Sewers, and the faid Party or
Parties, Perfon or Perfons, cannot agree about the Quantum of fuch

Satisfaction and Compenfation, then, and in fuch Cafe, the fame fhall
be afcertained and fettled by a Jury, and in.like Manner as: the Value of
Land or Ground ufed or taken by the faid Commiflioners by virtue of

this A&, "and any Damage or Injury fultained thereby, is herein-before

~direéted to be fettled and alcertiined.

- XLVII. And be it further enacted, That all Penalties or Forfeitires for
Offences againft this A& fhall, upon Proof of the Offences refpectively
betore any Juftice of the Peace for the faid County of Somerfet, or for
the County or Place where the Offender fhall be. or refide, either by the
Conteflion of the Party or Parties, or by the Oath of any credible Witnefs,
be levied and recovered by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels
of the Party or Parties offending, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal
of fuch Juftice (which Warrant fuch Juftice is hereby empowered and

Recovery and
Application of
Penalties and
Forfeitures,

required to grant), and the Overplus, after fuch Penalties or iForfait--' |

ures, and the Charges of fuch Diftrefs and Sale are recovered and de-

T | - du&ed,
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dutted, fhall be retutned, upon Demand, to the Owner or Owners of
fuch Goods and Chattels ; and in cafe fufficienit Diftrels cannot be found,
or fuch Penalties or Forfeitures thall. not be forthwith paid, it fhall be
lawful fot fuch Juftice, by Warrant under his Hand and Seal, to caufe
fuch Offender or Offenders to be committed to thé common Goal of
Houle of Correttion for the County or Place wherein the Offence fhall
be committed, there to remain without Bail or Mainprize for fuch

-'Time as {fuch Juftice thall dirett, not excee¢ding Two Calendar Months,

unlefs fuch Penalties or Forfeitures, ind all reafonable Charges attending:
the Récovery thereof, fhall be fooner paid and fatisfied; and fuch Pe-
nalties and Forfeitures, the Application whereof is not hereinsbetore’
particularly - directed, fhall be paid to the faid Commiflioners, and be
applied for the Purpofes of this A&. |

"XLVIIL. And be it further enated, That where any Diftrefs fhall be
madé for anjy Money to be levied by virtue of this A&, the Diftrefs itlelf
{hall not be deemed unlawful, nor the Party or Parties making the fame be
deemed as Trefpafler or Trelpaflers, on Account of any Defeé&t or Want
of Form in the Summons, Convi&ion, Warrant of Diftrefs, or other.
Proceedinig relating thereto, nor fhall the Party or Parties di&rainin% be

_ l%er or Trefpiflers ab initio, on Account of any Irre-
gulafity which fhall be afterwards committed by the Party or Parties dif-
training ; but the Perfon or Perfons aggrieved by fuch Irregularity fhall
and may recover full Sausfattion for the ifpecial Damages in an Action
upon the Cale. |

- XLIX. And, fof the more eafy and {peedy Convittion of Offenders
agairift this A& be it further eénacted, That all and every Juitice and
Juftices of the Peace beforé¢ whom any Perfon or Perfons fhall be
convifted of any Offence againft this A&, fhall and may caule the
Conviction to be drawn up in the following Form of Words, or in any
other Form of Words, to the fame Effett, as the Cafe fhall happen;
(videlicet), - |

o E it remembered, That on the Day of
.T O Wm} B in the Year of our Lord re
is convicted before me, One of His Majefty’s Juftices
¢ of the Peace for the faid County [or, Place, as the Cafe may be, [pecis
¢ fying the Offence, and Time and Place when and where the fame was
« committed J, Given undeir my Hand and Seal the Day and Year
¢. aforefaid.’

4
(4

f. And be it further enacted, That no Proceedings to be had

and ‘taken in purfuance ¢f this A& fhall be quathed or vacated for

Want of Form, or be removed by Certiorari, or any other Writ or

Procefs whatfoever, into any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at

Weftminfler or elfewhere ; any Law or Statute to the contrary notwith.

ftanding.

) | | | LI. And
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"LL7Andbe it farther ¢nated, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall Appeal.
think himfelf; herfelf, .or. themfelves:aggrieved, by any Thing done in
purfuance of this A&, then, and in every fuch Cale, (except where the
Orders or Determinations of the faid Commiffioners, or of any Jultices;.
are diteGted to be final, binding, or conclufive, or where any other
Mode of Relief is appointed) fuch Pérfon or Perfons may appeal to any
General Quarter Seflions of the Peace to be holden for the County or

. Place where fuch Caufe of Appeal fhall happen, or arife within Three
Calendar Months after the 'Caufe of Appeal ﬂ)all have arifen, firft giving
Ten Days Notice at the leaft in Writing of {uch Intention to dppeal to
the Parties interefted therein j and the Juftices at fuch Seflions are hereby

- required to hear and determine the Matter of every fuch Appeal, and to
make fuch Order therein, and to award fuch Cofts as to them in their
“Difcretion fhall feem meet and realonable ; and by their Order or Warrant
to levy the Cofts and Charges which fhall be {fo awarded by Diitrels and

- Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Party liable to pay the {ame, ren-
dering the Overplus, (if any), to the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods
and Chattels, after deducting the reafonable Charges of fuch Diftrels and

- Sale 3 which Determination of the faid Juftices fhall be binding and cona

~ clufive on all Parties, and fhall not be removed or removeable by Certiorari,
or any other Writ or Procefs whatfoever, into any of His Majelty’s
Courts of Record at #eftminfter or elfewhere.

LTI, And be it further enacted, That no A&;OH, Suit, or Informas Lin}i'ta_tiq_r:
tion fhall be brought, commenced, or profecuted againft any Perfon or of Actiona,
Perfons for any Thing done in purfuance of this A&, unlefs Thirty Days
previous Notice in Writing fhall be given by the Perfon or Perfons 1n- _ v
tending to commence and profecute fuch Action, Suit, or Information,

- to the Perfon or Perfons againft whom the fame fhall be brought, nor

~ unlefs fuch A&ion, Suit, or Information fhall be brought or commenced
within Six Calendar Months next after the Fa& committed, and fhall be

Jaid or brought in the County of Somerfer, and not elfewhere; and the
Defendant or Defendants in fuch A&ion, Suit, or Information, fhall and
may plead the General Iflue, and give this A& and the {pecial Matter mn
Evidence at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the {fame was done

~ 1n purfuance and by the Authority of this A& ; and if it fhall appear to

‘have been fo done, or if fuch A&ion, Suit, or Information, fhall have .
been brought or commenced before or after the refpetive Times fo li-

- mited for bringing or commencing the fame, or fhall be brought in any
other County or Place than .as aforefaid, then, and in every fuch Cafe,
the Jury fhall find for the Defendant or Defendants; and upon fuch -
Verdi@, or if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs fhail become nonfuit, or fuffer a
Difcontinuance of his, her, or their Aftion, Suit, or Information, after
the.Defendant or Defendants fhall have appeared, or if a Verdi&t fhall
pafs againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, or if on a Demurrer or otherwife,
Judgement {hall be given againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant
or Defendants fhall have Treble Cofts, and fhall have fuch Remedy for

gxe fame as any Defendant hath for Cofts of Suit in any other Cafe by
Law, - | - |

-
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L.II1. And be 1t further ena&ed That this A& fhall be deemed and

taken to be a publick A&, and all Judges, Jultices, and other Perfons,
are hereby required to take Notice of it as fuch, without fpecially plead-

ing the fame.

i
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