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Cap. 83.

An A& for explaining and amending Two A&s;
pafled in the Tenth and Eleventh Years of King
William the Third, and the Sixth Year of Queen

Anne, for making and keeping navigable the
River TZone, from Bridgwater to Tawuntor in the

County of Somer/et. [ 14th Fuly 1804.]

‘ 'K THEREAS an A& was paffed in the Tenth and Eleventh Years
of the Reign of His Majefty King //illiam the Third, intituled,
V v An A for making and keeping the River 1one navigable from Recital of A&

Bridgwater 70 'Taunton 2 the County of Somerfet, and certain Perfons 05 ;f? wdg
) § s 4.

therein named, and their Succeflors, were thereby declared and appointed ,.jating to the
Confervators of the faid River, and Powers were granted to them for Navigation.
making and keeping the fame River navigable ; and for reimburfing them

the Principal Money which they had laid out or fhould lay cut in making

or keeping the faid River navigable, and otherwile as therein mentioned,

together with Interelt atter the Rate therein exprct:fed, certain Tolls were

impdfed on Veffels pafling to and fro on the {aid River; and after_the {aid
Confervators thould have been fully reimburfed 1in Manner therelr} men-

tioned, then the Tolls were to be reduced to certain Rates therexp alfo

c:»:preﬁ'ed . and it is provided thar the reiuced Tolls thould be app_hed N

keeping the faid River navigable, and that the Surplus fhould be difpofed

of for the Benefit of the Poor of the Town of Jaunton, and Parithes of
Taunton Saint Mary Mavdaion and Zaunton Sarrd Fames In the County
\ L mentioned : And the Right Reverend

aforefaid, in the Manner therein |
’ , and the Juftices of the Peace for

‘the Lord Bithop of Barh and Wellv, -

the faid County of Semer/ct, or any Five or more of them, were thereby

empowered annually to examine, itate, correct, and allow the Accountsf
!

[ ZLoc. &5 Per. ] 15 Z
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bof Money received and paid by the {aid Confervators, and to appoint and

inake Diftributién of the Surplus. Monies, in the Manner and to the

Ufes by the fald A&t declared: And whereas by an A& paffed in :he

Sixth Yedr of the Reipgn of Her late Majefty Queen Anne, intituled, A»

Recital of the “AE for the more effeciual making and keeping the River Yone navigable from
:‘;ﬂ:.{:gl::ing Bridgwater 70 Taunton in the County of Somerfet, certain additional "Tolls
tu Navigation, were granted to the faid Confervators, and they were directed to account
for and apply the {fame in the fame Manner as 1s mentioned 1 the faid

Recical thar  firft recited ASt, with refpet to the Tolls thereby granted :* And whereas
:';fﬁ:"i‘}ﬁj fince the pafling of the faid recited Aclts, the Confervators of the fuil
expended River Tore have expended from Time to Time confiderable Sums of
gzmi‘jg}“b‘c Money in making and kt:_-eping the fame navigable, and there remained
Mouney in - and was c_lue to the faid Confervators, fEJr Principal Money, on the
E‘;‘:PEJ‘E_‘? T'wenty-third Day of June One thoufand eight hundred and three, the
gable. - :: Sum of Thirteen thoufand Pounds, as appears by Two feveral Orders or
- - Allowances of Five of Ilis Majelty’s Juftices of the Pcace of and for tie

-, « faid County of Somerfet, made refpettively on the fourth and thirteenth
-« Days of Fuly One thoufand eight hundred and three, in purfuance of the

2 eiital thate. Jadirecited Afts: And whereas Doubts have arifen on the Conftruétion of
poubts have  fome of the Provifions of the faid recited Aés, relating to the Exami-
E?,f&‘,ﬁgf;‘: riation, Settlement, and Allowance of the Accounts of the faid Con-
of the Acts. fervators, and it is expedient that the fame fhould be repealed, and other
-+ - Powers granted for thofe Purpofes, and that the faid A&s fhould be
- amended in fome other Refpeéts:. May it therefore pleafe Your Majeity

~that it may be enacted ; and be it enalted by the King’s moft Iixcellent

" Afajelty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and
'‘t'emporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by

Repeal of  the Authority of the fame, That, from and immediately after the pafiing
fome ¢f the of this A&, all Powers and Authorities given or granted to or vefted 1n
if‘:;:;ﬁ;ﬁ; the Bithop of Bath and Ielis tor the I'yme being, and the Juftices of the
A@stothe Peace for the faid County ot Somer/et for the Time being, or any of them,
;ﬁ},?ﬁ,ﬁf by or by virtue of the faid Aéts of the Tenth and Kleventh Yeears of the
w.lis, and. Reign of His late Majelty King William, and of the Sixth Year of the Reign
:ﬂ‘; ’(}"{ﬂ::‘;:“ of ller late Majefty Queen Anne, or either of them, to examine, {tare, cor-
of Somerfer;  recy, and allow thc Accounts of the faid Coonfervaters, fhall be and the tame
and other  are hereby repealed ; and inftead of fuch Powers, the Accounts of the
gituted in-  faid Confervators fhall be made up to the T'wenty-fourth Day of Fune
fead theveef. voqrly 3 and that the faid Accounts fo made up, and the Vouchers tor (he
fame, fhall, if and when rcquired by the faid Bithop and Jultices, or any
Pive of the faid Juftices without the faid Bifhop, be brought betore the
fuid Bifhop and Juftices, or any Five of the faid Juftices without the laid
Bithop, between the Iirfl Day of ./ugu/t and the then next General
Quarter Seflions of the Peace to be held in and for the faid County, at
fuch Place within the faid ‘Town of Twunton, or l'en Miles thereof, as Dy
them the faid Bithop and Juftices, or any I'ive of the faid Juftices without
the faid RBithop, fhall be appointed, then and there to be examined,
{tated, and correéted; and that the faid Accounts fo made up by the faid
Confervators, whether or not the fame fhall have been examined and
corrected by the faid Bifhop and Jultices, or any of them as hercin laft
before mentioned, fhall be brought before the faid Bifhop and Juftices, ov
any Five of the faid Juftices, in the Abfence of the faid Bilhop, -at the
Opening of the Court of the next General Quarter Setlions of the eace (0
be held in and for the faid County after the faid Iirft Day of Auguft ):carly,_
there to remain during the Whole ot that Seflions tor the Inipcétion of

any Perfons defiring the fame, without Fee or Reward ; and thBe:i {1(:(;;
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Bifhop-and Juftices at the faid Seflions, or any Five of the faid Juftices.
in the Abfence of the faid Bithop, are hereby authorized and required to
examine, {tate, and allow the ‘faid- Accounts of the faid Confervators 3
and that the faid Accounts being fo exawmined, ftated, and allowed as
herein lalt before mentioned, fhall be final and conclufive, unlefs fome
evident Error or Miftake fhall appear therein, which Frror or Miftake
may be reviewed and corrected in the Accounts of the next fucceeding
Year, but not afterwards; and that, except in cafe of fuch Error or
Miftake, the Balance appearing to be due to the faid Confervators on
each refpeltive Account fo examined, ftated, and allowed, fhall always

torm and be the Bafis of the next fucceeding Account.

II. And be it further enacted, That nothing herein before contained Pprovifo that

fhall alter or affect the Diftribution of the Surplus of the faid Accounts fziffl’;& l;hhall
1 ALREC L

according to the faid recited Aclts ; nor the Power of adminiftering Oaths former A&s

and fummoning Witnefles, by the faid firft recited At given to the faid as to Diftri-
: : . . . . . bution, ada
Bithop and Juftices, or the faid FiveJuftices ; nor the Provifion therein con- miniftering

tained for depofiting among the Records of the Seflions a Duplicate of Paths, and
ummoning

the faid Accounts; any Thing herein contained to the contrary thereof wirpefes.”- -
i anywife notwithitanding.

III. And be it further ena&ted, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall perfons wil-
wilfully, malicioufly, and to the Prejudice of the faid Navigation, break; if;‘”{]i‘fﬁl‘o}’-
throw down, damage, or deftroy any Bridge, Bank, Gate, Fence, Tow- wgnf-ks to be
ing Path or Lock, or other Work or Works belonging to the faid Navi- 1512;::2;“1 as
gation, or to the faid Confervators, every {uch Perfon being thereof '

convicted, fhall be deemed a Felon, and fhall be {ubjet and hable to
fuch Punithment as Perfons convifted for Petty Larceny are by the Laws

in being fubje€t and liable to.
1V. And..be it further ena&ed, That if any Boatman or Bargeman, guntifhing

or any Perfon employed in navigating or towing or dmwir:g any Boat, c::i:gﬁzng
Barge, or other Veflel, upon the faid River, fhail at any lime do any Trefpaffess -
wilful Hurt, Damage, Spoil, or Deftru&tion to any Corn, Grafg, or -
Hay, or any Gates, Stles, Hedges, or Iences, ¢r any [.ands or lene-
wients ncar or adioining to the fuid River, or tae lowing P:aths. belong-
ing to the faid Navigation, cvery Perfon {o oftending, ang being con-
vited thercof befure any Two Juftices of the DPeace ot the County of
Somerfct, upon the Oath of One or more credible \.‘VltllfffS or Witnelles,
fhall for every fuch Oflence forfeit and pay to the Occupiers of the Lands

1all be committed any Sum not exceeding Double

wl 1 ‘Trefpafs {l
viiere tuch l'relpals o De alcer-

the Amount of the Damages occufioned by luch Trefpals,

tamned by fuch juftices.
V. And be it further enaced, That it fhall be lawful for rht: Con;ﬁ S;’fg%°;‘
fervators of the fald River for the Tine being, or the major Part -of 4. s with the

- ualations i 1t] ] Govern- Approbation
them, to make any Orders or Regulations n Writing for the P o ires

ment to the Boatinen, Bargemen, or others, in navigating Boats or in Seffions
ud River, which Orders or Regula- for the Go-

Barses, or floatineg T'imber on the { o i
I ‘ 5 . - SN yernment or
S .nd Correction before the Jultices of p7 ¢/t ha-

tions, being laid for Examinauon _ : erfo
the Peace fﬁémblcd at any General Quarter 551119135 to I?e held t0¥' th{f: {;l%alrg;%:n
and publifhed Twice in fome Newt-

{ard County next after Miafunimer, ¢
paper commonly circulated inn the faid County, between that {itme and

- U & ) . y for the .ﬁlld
the next General Q:.mrrt:r Seflions ol the Peace to be held | *

' ' 1 - d and. gon-
; { vine Michaelmas, and then approve on;
County after the tollowing duly obferved and kept

firmed at fuch lalt mentioned Seflions, fuull be < 2
by all Perfons uline the faid River for npavigalills Boats, Lalges,ma&ci
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other Veflels, or floating Timber ; and that every Perfon who fhall offend
agamnit any of fuch Orders or Regulations, being thereof convicted
betore any One of His Majeity’s Juftices of the Peace for the faid County.
fhall for every fuch Oftence forfeit a Sum not exceeding Five Pounds
nor lefs than Forty Shillings,

R-covety VI. And be it further ena&ed,; That all Fines and Forfeitures impofed

::::1 :tPf;:gls by or under the Authority of this A&, fhall, in cafe of Non-pavinens

and Forfei- thereof on Conviétion of the Offender, be recovered by Diftrets and

tures. Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Offender, by Warrant under the
Hand and Seal of any Two or more juflices of the Peace for the faid
County of Semerfet, and fuch Juftices are hereby authorized and required
to examine Witnefles on Qath, and hear and determine all Complaints
arifing under this A& ; and all fuch Fines and Forfeitures, except fuch
as are hercin-before given to the Occupiers of the Lands whereon Trei-
pafies fhall be committed, fhall be paid into the Hands of the Trealurer
or the Clerk to the faid Confervators, and fhall be accounted for, applicd,
and difpofed of in the fame Manner as the Tolls arifing from the f{uid
Navigation, and the Overplus of the Money raifed by fuch Diftreis and
Sale, after deducting the Iine or Forfeiture, and the Expences of reco-
vering the fame, thall be rendered to the Owner of the Goods and
Chattels; and for Want of fuflicient Diftrefs whereon to levy any Fine
or Forfeiture, and in cafe the Fine or Forfeiture fhall not be forthwich
paid, 1t thall be lawful for any {fuch Juftice, by Warrant under his Hand
and Seal, to commit fuch Oftender to the Common Gaol or Houfe of Cor-
rection of the County of Somerfet, there to remain, without Bail or
Mainprize, for any Time not exceeding Three Calendar Months, unleis
fuch Iine or Forfeiture, and all reafonable Charges attending the Recovery
thereof, fhall be fooner paid and fatisfied.

Perfons ag- V1. And be 1t further enatted, That any Perfon or Perfons thinking
gricved may  himfelf, herfelf, or themfclves aggrieved by any Convi&ion, Order,

appral o thie . . - . .
kaiﬂ-mr Judgement, or Determination of any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace
= fione. made 1n purfuance of this Act, may, within Six Calendar Months after

fuch Crder, Judgement, or Determinaton fhall have been made, (firlt
srving L Wwenty Daye Nonce of the Complaint to the Perfon or Perfons
again{t whom the fame is intended to be made,) complain to the Juftices
of the Peace at their General Quarter Sefitons to be held in and for the
faid County of Somer/ot; and the faid jultices thall hear and determine the
Matter of fuch Complaint in a fummary Way, and may, if they ficc
Gaufe, mitgate any lForfeiture or I'ine, and may order any Money to be
returned which fhall have been levied in purfuance ot fuch Convition,
Order, Judgement, or Determination, and may alfo order fuch further
Satisfaction to be made to the Party injured as they fhall judge rcafonable.

Publisk A&, VIII. And be it further enacted, That this A¢t fhall be allowed in all
Courts whatloever as a Publick A, and all Judges, Juftices, and other
Pcrfons, are hercby required to take Notice of i1t as fuch, without

fpecially pleading the fame.
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